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BAPTISM 
JOHN BAKER ('01) 

Perhaps the most important question ever asked 
is: 'What must l do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30). The Bible 
teaches that salvation is offered to all men (Titus 2:11; 2 
Pet. 3:9), yet not all men will be saved (2 Thess. 1 :7-10). 
Salvation is, therefore, conditional (Acts 2:37-38). This 
does not mean that a person earns salvation by obeying 
the conditions set forth in Scripture, but rather that 
obedience to a set of conditions is the process whereby 
one willingly, consciously and submissively receives the 
gift offered by Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7). 
Baptism is mentioned as a condition for salvation in 
every detailed conversion account in the book of Acts, 
and the rest of the New Testament emphasizes the 
importance of baptism as well. Consider some passages 
that teach the essential nature of baptism. 

MARK 16:15-16 

"And [Jesus] said to them, "Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned." Jesus clearly taught that 
baptism is essential for salvation (see also John 3:5 and 
Matt. 28:19-20). Some attempt to escape the force of the 
Lord's words here by noting that belief is mentioned in 
both clauses while baptism is mentioned only in the first. 
This is known as an ellipsis: when there is an 
antecedent, one may leave out the consequent if the 
antecedent is negative. Jesus connected the Gospel, 
belief, baptism and salvation in these verses. 



ACTS 2:38 

"Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every 
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit." This verse is part of the first occasion where 
the death, burial and resurrection of Christ was preached 
with its implications for mankind. If belief alone could 
save, this would have been a perfect time to teach it. If a 
"sinner's prayer'' could save, Peter missed a golden 
opportunity to say so. In response to his audience's 
question of what they should do, Peter commanded 
them to repent of their wicked deeds and be baptized so 
that they might be saved. 

ROMANS 6:3-6 

"Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united together in 
the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in 
the likeness of His resurrection." This passage illustrates 
that baptism is a re-enactment of and identification with 
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. If one has 
not been buried in the waters of baptism, he has not 
been buried with Christ. If one has not been raised out of 
the waters of baptism, he has not risen with Christ. 
Again, baptism is not a means of earning one's 
salvation; it is the means by which a penitent believer 
accepts God's gracious gift of salvation. 
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GALATIANS 3:27 

"For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ." Paul was writing to Christians who 
were troubled by teachers who claimed that it was 
necessary to keep certain Old Testament commands as 
a means of being right with God (cf. Gal. 4:9-11; 5:4). 
Paul reassures his readers that they, "put on Christ'' at 
the moment of their baptism. This leads to a thought­
provoking question: if one has not been baptized for the 
remission of his sins, has he truly, "put on Christ?" 
Numerous other passages in the New Testament point 
to the essential nature of baptism. Some of these include 
Acts 8:4-13, Acts 8:26-39, Acts 22:16, Eph. 5:23-25, Col. 
2: 11-14, Titus 3:5-8, and 1 Pet. 3:20-21. May all respect, 
acknowledge and obey what the Bible teaches regarding 
the conditions for salvation. 
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BAPTISM'S MODE 
LANDON ROWELL ('05) 

The last article looked at exactly what the word 
baptism means. As was seen the word baptism means 
to immerse or fully cover as seen in the description given 
by Paul in Romans 6:4, "Therefore we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death ... " (emphasis added). 
One cannot be "buried" without being full immersed. 
With the understanding of the word meaning immersion 
rather than sprinkling or pouring let us turn our attention 
to the mode of baptism. Through the years many 
"modes" through which one is baptized have been set 
forth as the baptism that relates to God's Plan of 
Salvation. It must be pointed out that there are different 
modes of baptisms found in the New Testament 
(Matthew 3:10-12; Acts 8:36), and no one I know has 
ever doubted this reality. However Ephesians 4:5 makes 
it very clear that today, as was the case during the time 
that Ephesians 4:5 was written, there is only one 
baptism. Just as there is only one Lord, one God, one 
Spirit, one body and so on. So if there is only one 
baptism and that baptism is immersion, which mode are 
we then immersed in? There are two modes that are 
considered above all and those are the Holy Spirit or 
Spirit baptism (Matthew 3: 11) and water baptism (Acts 
8:36). The first, Spirit baptism, contends that the baptism 
found in the Bible that relates to Salvation, (Matthew 
28:19; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21) to 
show a few, all are dealing with immersion in the Holy 
Spirit. The second, water baptism, contends that the 
scriptures, shown above along with others, dealing with 
baptism as it relates to Salvation is an immersion in 
water. It is generally accepted that whatever the mode 
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is, those passages that are associated with Salvation are 
the same mode for all verses. In other words the mode 
seen in Matthew 28:19 is the same for Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 
3:21 and so on. With that understanding in mind let us 
look a bit closer at some of the above verses and see if 
water or Spirit is under consideration. In Matthew 28: 19 
Christ commissioned the apostles to "go and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them .... " Now 
neither the apostles nor any other disciple could baptize 
"in the Spirit" only Christ could (Matthew 3:11) and if that 
is the case then Matthew 28:19 must ... be dealing with 
water baptism. Therefore if Matthew 28: 19 is dealing 
with the mode of water, then the other passages should 
as well. Romans 6:3-4 makes it very clear that someone 
is being "immersed" and "raised" from the same mode, 
"Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life" (Emphasis mine). This can 
only make sense if water is under consideration. If the 
"Spirit" is the mode here then one is buried in the Spirit 
and then raised from the Spirit. Thus the new convert, 
one baptized into Christ, would not have the Spirit since 
he/she was raised out of the Spirit. This is an 
impossibility since God states that all Christians have the 
Spirit, "But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His" 
(Romans 8:9). Though we could continue through them 
all this is sufficient to show the mode that is required by 
God as a part of His Plan of Salvation. As always 
continue to seek His truths and His truths only. 
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MANY PURPOSES OF 
BAPTISM 

ED STOVER ('07) 

We in the Lord's church are often accused of 
putting to much emphasis on the act of baptism, but 
when you consider all the New Testament has to say 
about the topic, you quickly realize the important role it 
plays in man's salvation. It's amazing that so many are 
determined to de-hydrate the plan of salvation when you 
consider that baptism is spoken of more than one 
hundred times in the New Testament. Many today would 
rather argue about the purpose, mode, and necessity of 
baptism as it fits into their own theological beliefs instead 
of faithfully submitting to what the New Testament 
commands and teaches through the examples of those 
who were baptized. The idea that someone could 
become a Christian without being baptized is a relatively 
new teaching among those who claim to be Christians. 
Even protestant reformers like Martin Luther and John 
Calvin believed that baptism was essential for salvation, 
even though many of the modern "churches" that have 
adopted their theological beliefs no longer see the 
necessity of it today. The key to understanding the 
purpose and necessity of baptism is to shun the 
theological theories of man, and simply study what the 
New Testament teaches regarding the topic. 
The well-known Bible scholar, F.F. Bruce, once 
observed that the idea of an un-baptized Christian is not 
entertained in the New Testament. Baptism is an act that 
is absolutely essential for salvation. Let's consider what 
God's word teaches regarding its many different 
purposes. 
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BAPTISM IS NECESSARY TO ENTER THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD. 

Jesus told Nicodemus, "Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). The 
kingdom and the church are the same (Matt. 16:18-19), 
and baptism is the final step we take to enter them. 
Compare this point with point number six below. 

BAPTISM IS NECESSARY TO CONTACT THE 
BLOOD OF CHRIST 

Jesus shed His atoning blood at His death on the 
cross. The apostle Paul told the Romans, "Or do you not 
know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were 
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life" 
(Rom. 6:3-4). When we were baptized, we obeyed the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. Paul referred to 
it as obeying that "form of doctrine" (Rom. 6: 17) which is 
the gospel of Christ. 

BAPTISM IS HOW ONE ENTERS "INTO" CHRIST 

In the verse above, Paul told the Romans how 
they were baptized "into Christ." He told the Galatians 
the same thing when he said, "For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). 
Salvation (2 Tim. 2:10), Redemption (Eph. 1 :7), and 
spiritual blessings (Eph. 1 :3) are all found "in Christ." 
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BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR SALVATION 

Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will 
be saved ... " (Mark 16:16). The apostle Peter wrote, 
"There is also an antitype which now saves us - baptism 
(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscience toward God), through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet.3:21). You cannot be 
saved without being baptized. Jesus makes it clear that 
belief plus baptism equals salvation. 

BAPTISM IS FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS 

Baptism is for the remission (forgiveness) of sins, 
and is the act where our sins are washed away. Baptism 
is the final step in the plan of salvation. After we have 
heard the word, developed faith, repented of sins, and 
confessed Jesus as the Son of God; we are baptized for 
the "remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). Ananias told Paul 
"Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 
6. Baptism is necessary to get into the church. 3000 
Jews were baptized on Pentecost, and the Lord added 
those who were saved to the church (Acts 2:40-47). The 
church is the "Body of Christ" (Eph. 1 :22-23), and we are 
baptized into that one body (1 Car. 12:12-13). 
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WHAT BAPTISM IS NOT 
JASON SPARKS ('99) 

BAPTISM IS NOT SPRINKLING OR POURING 
WATER ON SOMEONE ELSE 

King James expected to be obeyed. He gathered 
to himself scholars who could translate the Bible for him. 
He also threatened them. If they mistranslated one word 
they would be killed. This presented a great problem to 
the translators. King James (like so many other people in 
his day) was sprinkled instead of immersed at his 
baptism. However, the word baptizo (a Greek word) 
needed to be translated. If they translated that word 
correctly in Acts 2:38 they would have simply written, 
"Repent and be immersed" because that is exactly what 
baptizo means-to immerse. But if they put in Acts 2:38, 
"Repent and be immersed" then King James would kill 
them because he would think they made a mistake in the 
Bible. That is because King James thought sprinkling 
was how to become a Christian. So a clever man said, 
"Let's not translate it. Let's just make it a new English 
word." So they simply wrote "baptized" instead of 
"baptize". 

Now there is much more to this story, but it shows 
basically what happened. From that time most Bibles 
have kept the word-probably because so many do not 
immerse. Now they say that "baptism" is sprinkling or 
immersion when actually it means only to immerse, or to 
be immersed (depending on how the word is structured). 
This is shown in many passages. Romans 6:4 says we 
are buried with Him in baptism. You don't bury a man by 
sprinkling a little dirt on him. In Acts 8:38 Philip was 
teaching the Ethiopian. They stopped the chariot and 
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both went down into the water, and then he baptized 
him. There are 2 things about this to consider. (1) They 
both went down into the water. Would you do that if all 
you had to do was dip your hand in it and sprinkle a little 
on his head? No way. They had to go into the water 
because the Ethiopian was going to be immersed. (2) 
They were in a dessert. He was travelling back to 
Ethiopia. That man had to take some supplies to live 
while on the trip. Do you suppose he took water with 
him? Of course he did. Philip could have easily sprinkled 
a few drops of water on him if that is all it took. No, they 
got off the chariot and got wet! Then the Ethiopian went 
on his way rejoicing. 

That is the same reason John the Baptist 
baptized people in Aenon near Salim-because there 
was much water there. It takes a lot of water to baptize 
someone. 

BAPTISM IS NOT SALVATION BY WATER OR EVEN 
BY HOLY WATER 

Some people have accused us of believing in 
''water salvation". They say that we think the water is 
what saves us. That is not true. I do not think this. I do 
not know anyone who does. The water is not magic. It is 
not the power of God to save. The GOSPEL is God's 
power to save (Romans 1 :16). 

It is interesting that people would say such things. 
Usually it is because either they do not understand the 
Bible or they do not want to obey the truth for some 
reason (perhaps they just want to obey their own desires 
and traditions-see Mark 7:13 for an example of others 
doing this with another topic.) 

The truth is that water is not what saves anyone. 
Only God can save people. We are saved by His 
goodness and mercy. But that does not mean He did not 
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require from us certain things in order for Him to save 
us. If I give you a gift and it is wrapped in a box, you 
cannot get the gift unless you first open the box. But 
opening the box does not mean my gift is not freely 
given. So it is with salvation. The gift of salvation is freely 
given to us, but we must accept it by obeying His terms 
of salvation. 

One of those terms is baptism. Another is faith. 
Another is hope. Then there are love, confession, 
faithfulness, and other things. No one is saying that 
baptism in water alone is what saves. God saves. It is 
not a question of WHO saves us but WHEN does He 
save us? That is the question we must answer. 

Some claim we are saved after we confess Christ 
and accept Him into our hearts. That cannot be true. The 
reason is because if we are saved then we are a child of 
God. Every saved person is a child of God. But John 
1: 12 says that those who received Him are given the 
right to become a child of God. Even a child knows that if 
someone is given the right to become something, then 
he is not that thing at that time. 

If I am given the right to enter a building, I cannot 
already be in the building when given the right. I must be 
given the right to enter the building and only THEN can I 
enter the building. If we accept Jesus through faith (as 
they did in John 1 :12) then we are given the right to later 
become children of God. If we are saved by accepting 
Christ in faith, then we are saved and then made a child 
of God. That is not possible. Once we believe, then we 
can go on to become a child of God if we choose. But 
there are many who believe who will choose NOT to 
become children of God. For example, see John 12:42. 
Some might read John 12:42 and say, "OK, you must 
believe and then confess that Jesus is Lord and you will 
be saved then." But Jesus Himself said, "Not everyone 
who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom of 
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heaven but he who does the will of My Father in heaven" 
(Matthew 7:21 ). So even confessing faith in Jesus is not 
all that should be done to be saved. 

Jesus said, "If you do not repent you will all 
likewise perish" (Luke 13:3). That means repentance is 
part of salvation. But the Bible does not stop there. 
There is a special word in English that you know well 
and use it all the time: "and". "And" is a word that 
connects two words together, as you know. If I say "I 
want toast and jelly" then I do not want toast by itself or 
jelly by itself. I want both of them. That is not difficult to 
understand, but some people make it difficult when it 
comes to baptism. 
Acts 2:38 says, "Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of your 
sins ... " Here are 2 words held together by "and". Peter 
did not ask for repentance alone or baptism alone. He 
commanded both to be done. Then he said the 
REASON for those things: "for remission of your sins." 
The word "for" literally means "into". So repentance and 
baptism causes a person to enter into the forgiveness of 
sins. Repentance alone does not. Neither does baptism 
alone. Both together causes one to enter forgiveness. 

Some say that "for" does not mean "into" here but 
"because of'. They try to say this, "Repent and be 
baptized because of the forgiveness of your sins ... " That 
would mean we are already saved before we repent and 
be baptized. That is not possible. Who would say that we 
do not have to repent before God will· save us? WE must 
repent BEFORE God will forgive us. Also, the word "for'' 
NEVER means "because of'. It does not mean that at all. 
To prove that, read any Bible. There is no translation on 
earth that says, "Repent and be baptized because of the 
remission of your sins." They all say "for the remission". 
That should settle the matter. 

The Bible does say baptism should be in water. It 
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also says that we are saved when we are baptized. It 
even says baptism saves us (1 Peter 3:21 ). That is 
because God saves us at that time. When we are 
baptized believing that God will save us, He will do that 
based on our faith and obedience, not based on the 
temperature, color, or purity of the water. Without faith 
that God will save us, we are just getting wet 
(Colossians 2:12). 

BAPTISM IS NOT FOR SAVED PEOPLE 

The Bible does not teach that saved people 
should be baptized. In fact, it says just the opposite. You 
will never find people in the Bible who are already 
forgiven commanded to be baptized. It is not there. You 
will find, however, that every time someone is told to be 
baptized, it is so they can be saved. 

Notice Romans 6:3-6. Here Paul said that in 
baptism we die with Christ and are buried with Him and 
are raised to walk in newness of life. That new life 
begins after baptism. That new life is the life of a 
Christian. Now, according to popular religious doctrine, 
Paul is not right. (I would rather believe Paul than people 
living today though, since he was inspired of God.) 

Notice what they say. "If you accept Jesus in faith 
and ask Him into your heart, you will be saved. Then you 
can be baptized later. But you are saved before you are 
baptized by faith in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus." 

When a person is saved, that is the very time he 
becomes a Christian and a child of God. I do not know 
anyone who would argue with that fact. But notice what 
they say happens: Believe, then saved, then baptized. 
That means we are walking in the new life before we are 
baptized. That also means that we are a child of God 
before we are baptized and that we are a Christian 
before we are baptized. Many, many people believe this. 
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But notice that idea compared to Paul's statements in 
Romans 6:3-6. 

DENOMINATIONAL 
DOCTRINES 

1. Believe 
2. Walk in newness of life 
3. Be Baptized 

PAUL'S 
TEACHING 

1. Believe (implied) 
2. Be Baptized 
3. Walk in newness of life 

You can clearly see that the order of the first one 
is not the same as the order of the second one. Paul 
said we walk in newness of life after baptism. Others say 
that new life comes before baptism. There can be no 
clearer example. But that is not all that those verses say. 

Notice what Paul said about death in Romans 
6:3-7. He said in verse 7 that those who died have been 
freed from sin. Now look at when he said we die with 
Christ. Verse 3 says we are baptized into His death. 
That means we enter death with Jesus at the time we 
are baptized. Our bodies do not die, but we die to the 
world and the world to us (Galatians 6:14). Romans 6:5 
says we are united together with Jesus at baptism­
meaning that we were not united with Him before this 
time. We are united in the likeness of His death. We also 
crucify the old man of sin at this time (Romans 6:6). 
Since we died with Jesus at baptism, we are freed from 
sin at baptism (Romans 6:7). 

Notice the order that Paul gives here: [Believe] 
(obviously everyone knows we must believe to be 
saved), then be baptized, IN baptism we die with Jesus, 
we are united with him, our old self dies, we are freed 
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from sins, THEN we are raised up out of the water to live 
a new life. 

Yet many people today teach that we must 
believe in the power of Jesus to save, and accept Him 
into our hearts to be saved. They say that you believe, at 
that time you are saved, you die to your sins, your old 
self dies, you're freed from sins, then you begin your 
new life, then you are baptized. Notice the two ideas 
compared again: 

DENOMINATIONAL 
DOCTRINES 

1. Believe 
(at that time: we die with 
Jesus, we are united with 
Him, our old self dies, we 
are freed from sins) 
2. Begin our new life 
3. Be baptized because you 
are already saved 

PAUL'S 
TEACHINGS 

1. [Believe] 
2. Be baptized 
(at that time.· we die with 
Jesus, we are united with 
Him, our old self dies, we are 
freed from sins) 
3. THEN we live in newness 
of life. 

Which of the two are you going to follow? Personally, I 
would rather follow the Bible. 

BAPTISM WITHOUT FAITH IS NOT BIBLICAL 
BAPTISM 

Another common mistake about baptism is that 
people think they can be baptized without believing. We 
will see that not only is faith vital to baptism, you also 
must believe the right things in order to be baptized 
correctly. As one man said, "You cannot be taught wrong 
and baptized right." 

So let's think about faith and baptism. 
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First of all, it must be administered to those who 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Mark 16:16 says, 
"He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he 
who does not believe will be condemned." That means 
belief is vital to salvation. No one can be saved with faith 
(belief). That means that babies cannot be baptized. 
Children who are too young to believe in God cannot be 
baptized. That does not mean those children and babies 
are lost. The Bible teaches that only those who are able 
to understand what sin is are actually guilty of sin. But 
that is a different subject for a later date. 

Mark 16: 16 also means that we cannot just dunk 
people in water if they are unbelievers and think that 
they will be saved because of that. Faith is essential. 
You cannot go to heaven without it. We must believe 
that Jesus is the Christ. We also must believe that we 
are lost in sin and need forgiveness, and believe that 
God is willing and able to forgive us based upon the 
sacrifice of Jesus. 

We also know baptism should be done to those 
who have faith in the working of God to save them. 
Colossians 2:12 says we are "buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you also were raised with Him, through 
faith in the working of God who raised Him from the 
dead." That passage plainly says: (1) we are buried with 
Him, (2) that burial happens at baptism, (3) in baptism 
we are raised with Him (raised from the water), (4) this 
raising up [to a new life] is based on faith, (5) this faith is 
not just in Jesus-that He is the Christ-but also faith in 
the working of God, (6) that faith believes that if God can 
raise Jesus from the dead, He can also raise us to a new 
life. We have faith in the working of God-His working 
was in raising Jesus. That means we believe He will also 
raise us up. Therefore, we must be baptized believing 
that God will raise us to a new life-raise us from 
spiritual death. 
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WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE BAPTIZED WHO ALREADY 
THINK THEY ARE SAVED 

A very difficult problem arises when people have 
been baptized while believing they are already saved. 
Many times people will learn that they were misinformed 
about baptism, but they will think that their baptism was 
accepted by God anyway. How do we help these 
people? We must help them see that it matters not only 
what they did but also what they believed when they did 
it. 

To help reduce confusion, I always begin by 
asking them to tell me exactly when they were saved. 
When were they baptized? Did they consider themselves 
to be Christians before or after baptism? Why were they 
baptized? I try to always write these answers down so 
later I can show them what they said and remind them. 
They often forget. When people find that they are wrong, 
sometimes they try to justify themselves by saying, 
"That's what I did!" But if we ask them before we teach 
them, we can remind them of what they said at first. I 
have done that to several people who later became 
angry. One man said I tricked him. Another one said that 
I did not write his answers down correctly-so I started 
asking them to write it instead of me writing it down. It is 
funny how our memories can change to match what we 
eventually come to believe. 

Now, when we find people who were not baptized 
for the remission of sins, we have to show them the truth 
about baptism and also convince them that it matter 
what you believe when you do it. 

There is an example of this in Acts 19: 1-5. A 
group of men had not heard about the gift of the Holy 
Spirit that came from baptism in the name of Jesus. 
When asked, they responded, "We have not so much as 
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heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." Paul then knew 
something was wrong. The gift of the Spirit was a 
common understanding of Christians. So Paul asked, 
"Into what then were you baptized?" The right answer 
would be, "Into His death" (Romans 6:3-6), but they did 
not say that. They had been baptized into John's 
baptism. Then they were taught and were baptized into 
Christ. 

The important part about the baptism is not that 
they needed to have hands laid on them to receive the 
Spirit of God (which did happen to them in Acts 19:6). 
The important thing was they needed to be baptized into 
the right thing. There is no reason to think that the water 
these people were baptized in was bad water. The fact 
is, they were baptized into the wrong thing. They were 
baptized into John's baptism and not into Christ. 

What is it that made the difference between the 2 
baptisms? It was not the water. It was all about what 
they knew and what they believed when they did it! John 
taught to be baptized for remission of sins (Mark 1 :4 ), 
just like Peter did in Acts 2:38. The difference was that 
John's baptism was to prepare them for Jesus. Even 
those baptized by John's baptism had to be baptized into 
Christ-which is why they were baptized in Acts 19: 1-5. 
It matter what you know and believe BEFORE you are 
baptized. Now, if they had to be baptized into Christ, 
others today do too. Some are baptized into a 
denomination. They are told to be baptized in order to 
join a church after they are saved. If that church does 
not teach that baptism is for salvation, they are not 
teaching what the Bible says. If people are baptized 
while believing something in error, they are not baptized 
into Christ. 

Some people thought they were saved and then 
they were baptized. Many people are this way. It matters 
what they believed when they were baptized. No one 
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can think he is already saved and then be baptized in 
faith that God will forgive and save them at that point. If 
he thinks he is already saved, he was not baptized by 
faith in the working of God (Colossians 2:12). What in 
the world did they think God was going to do in His 
"working" at their baptism if they were already forgiven? 
What did they have faith in Him to do? That is very 
different than someone who knows he is lost in sin and 
then chooses to be baptized in faith in the working of 
God-faith that the same God who raised Jesus from 
the dead can raise them to a new life through baptism. 
That is exactly what Paul meant in Colossians 2:12. 

So, those who thought they were already saved 
need to realize that they were wrong in that thought. 
That means that they were not forgiven before their 
baptism. They also need to understand that if they 
mistakenly thought they were saved before their 
baptism, they were not baptized in faith that God would 
save them. That means that they were NEVER forgiven 
of their sins! Now we see why this is so important to 
understand! If we are saved through faith (which we are) 
then we have to believe the truth for it to save us. If we 
do not believe the truth, we are not believing God. If we 
are not believing God, we are not saved. 'Without faith it 
is impossible to please Him" (Hebrews 11 :6). SO while 
we THINK we are saved, we are not saved. 

So what is the answer? How do we fix this 
problem? Well, we cannot go back in time and learn the 
truth before we are baptized. The only alternative is to 
follow the example of the men in Acts 19: 1-5 and go be 
baptized. This time we need to be sure of what we are 
doing. We must be sure we believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. We must repent of our sins-all 
of them (including doctrinal error), and we must confess 
our faith that Jesus is the Son of God. Then we must be 
baptized for the purpose of being forgiven of our sins. 
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We must know in our hearts that we are lost right now 
and that once we come up from the water, by our faith, 
God will wash our sins away in the water and we will be 
raised a new creature, to a new life in Jesus. It is not the 
water that saves; it is our faith that when we are baptized 
God will save us. It is calling upon His power and 
authority to save us-calling on His name to save us. 
That is exactly what Ananias said in Acts 22: 16-a verse 
I leave you with for this section. "And now why are you 
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord." 

BAPTISM IS NOT A SIGN THAT YOU ARE A 
CHRISTIAN OR THAT YOU ARE ALREADY A NEW 

CREATURE 

Some people say that baptism is "an outward sign 
of an inward grace"-or something similar. Basically they 
mean that baptism is a show of what God has already 
done for us. It shows others that God has already 
forgiven them. This sounds very nice but for one 
important problem: there is no place in the whole Bible 
that teaches this idea. It's just not there. 

The Bible does teach that baptism is a "sign" or 
symbol in a way, but not a symbol of what God has done 
to us. It cannot be a sign that we are already saved, 
because the Bible teaches that we cannot be saved until 
we are baptized. So it cannot symbolize a relationship 
with God that we do not yet possess. We possess this 
relationship when we are baptized in faith in the working 
of God. 

BAPTISM AND CIRCUMCISION 

Paul compared circumcision to baptism in 
Colossians 2:11. "In Him you were also circumcised with 
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the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ." 

Some people have looked at this and said, 
"Circumcision is not what made them Jews. They were 
born Jews and were later circumcised-which is a 
symbol of their covenant with God. That means that Paul 
was saying that we are first born into the family of God 
through the new birth and then we are baptized-which 
is a symbol of our covenant with Christ." 

That idea is absolutely wrong. First, notice what 
Paul is talking about. He is not talking about the fact that 
circumcision is a symbol of being a Jew. He is talking 
about the actual act of cutting the foreskin off. He 
compared THAT to being baptized-which is a great 
comparisonl That is the only way he was comparing the 
two things. He said that they had put off the body of sins. 
This is what he said (in slightly different words) in 
Romans 6:3-6. We put that body of sin away from us 
when we are baptized, which Paul mentioned in the very 
next verse (Colossians 2:12). We put off the old body of 
sin just like the Jews cut away that foreskin. That is why 
he called it the circumcision of Christ. When we are 
baptized, we do away with our sins. 

Now, if Paul is saying we are saved and then we 
are baptized (like some people are saying) then look at 
what that means: We are saved, then we are baptized­
which is when we cut off that body of sin. From that we 
would be forced to say that people can be saved and still 
have their old body of sinl That makes no sense. That is 
not what Paul said. 

People who believe in Christ and are baptized in 
faith in the working of God are saved from their sins. The 
body of sin is done away with. That is the spiritual 
circumcision Paul is talking about. We cannot get rid of 
our own sins. God gets rid of them when we are 
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baptized. In this way we could say that circumcision 
symbolized baptism instead of baptism symbolizing 
circumcision. 

BAPTISM AND THE DEATH OF JESUS 

The Bible also says that baptism is a 
representation of the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus (Romans 6:3-8). When people are baptized Jesus 
does not literally die and come to life again each time. 
Our baptism symbolizes His death. We do it just as He 
did. There are some differences though. (1) Jesus 
literally (physically) died and literally rose again, whereas 
we do that spiritually. (2) Jesus died first and then was 
buried, but Paul was we die when we are baptized into 
His death (Romans 6:3-6). That is when we are crucified 
with Him. 

Our burial in water represents the death and 
burial of Jesus. Our "resurrection" from the water 
represents the physical resurrection of Jesus' body. 
When we do this in faith in the power and working of 
God, we do it in faith that God will see this symbol of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus and remember 
the blood that was shed for us. This is an appeal to God 
to forgive us based on that death. 

Notice what it shows. It shows that Jesus died for 
us. It shows that we believe God raised Him up again. It 
shows that we believe God will also see us as dead and 
see us as raised again to walk a new life. These things 
happen in the mind of God, because He has the power 
to create us anew. That is not the same as saying that 
baptism is a show that WE have been saved. It is 
actually a show that Jesus died and was raised again. It 
is not an outward sign of something that already 
happened. God is literally "working" when we are 
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baptized (Colossians 2:21) and we believe that He is 
able to do as He promised. 

BAPTISM IS NOT THE ONLY THING YOU MUST DO 

There are many things to do to be saved. Baptism 
is the last step in becoming a Christian. We must 
believe, confess that belief, repent, and be baptized. 
Then we must continue to live a faithful life (Revelation 
2:10 for example). Because the Bible teaches that 
baptism is necessary to be saved, some people think 
that we believe in "baptism only" salvation. That is far 
from true. But we should recognize that there ARE 
things we must do to be saved. It is not by faith only that 
we are saved. 

Many argue with that, but the fact is undeniable: 
we are not saved by faith alone. There is a big difference 
between saying that we are saved by faith (Romans 5: 1) 
and saying 'We are saved by faith only." The only time in 
the whole Bible the phrase "faith only" is found is James 
2:24 where James wrote that we are "not saved by faith 
only." Yet people still claim we are saved only by faith. It 
was this thinking that caused one famous church leader 
to say that James was not inspired and should not be in 
the Bible. He was it was like straw that should be 
burned. All this because he did not want to admit that he 
was wrong about an idea he held. Many would tear 
pages out of their Bibles than accept what the Lord said. 

THE GOSPEL AND BAPTISM 

What is the Gospel? The word "Gospel" comes 
from an Old English word and literally means "good 
news". The original New Testament (Greek) word means 
that exact thing-good news. It is where we get the 
words, "evangelist", "evangelism", and "evangelize". An 
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evangelist is literally a "good-news spreader"-which fits 
the gospel message perfectly. There is no better news! 

The Gospel can be summarized as the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). 
That does not mean that there is nothing else to it, but 
that is the main point. The most important news we can 
have is that Jesus died, was buried, and rose again from 
the dead. 

In His death He took away our sin problem. By 
His resurrection he took away our death problem ( 1 
Corinthians 15:1-58). The gospel is God's power to save 
us (Romans 1: 16). The death of Jesus is a sacrifice for 
us. We also see in 2 Thessalonians 1 :6-9 that if we do 
not obey the gospel, we cannot be saved. IN fact, we will 
be punished with everlasting destruction! 

HOW THE GOSPEL RELATES TO BAPTISM 

So how do we obey the Gospel? We can obey the 
law of Christ, but we also must obey the most important 
part-the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. How 
do we obey what He did? We do that by doing what He 
did-we must die, be buried, and be raised again just 
like He was. Obviously we cannot do that physically. If 
we die in sin we are going to be lost. So we cannot die 
and hope to be raised again as He did, physically. 

Now we go to a passage already discussed in 
great detail: Romans 6:3-8. This is how we obey the 
gospel. You can see it clearly I hope. We have the 
death, burial, and resurrection re-enacted in baptism. 
This is how we call upon the name of the Lord to forgive 
us of our sins (Acts 22: 16). So why wait? 
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WHY PEOPLE BAPTIZED OTHERS IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 

John the Baptist baptized for rem1ss1on of 
sins. Mark 1 :4-He did not baptize with the baptism 
Jesus taught, but it was still so that sins could be 
forgiven. This was his duty-to prepare the way for 
Jesus to come. 

Jesus taught baptism for remission of sins. 
Mark 16:15-16, John 3:5, etc.-Jesus baptized a lot of 
people. It was commonly done for remission of sins in 
His day, even if it does not state it. It was also done as a 
way to start a new life as a convert or disciple. The fact 
that Jesus taught that baptism was for salvation implies 
that He baptized to bring forgiveness to them as well. 

Peter and the other apostles baptized for 
remission of sins. Acts 2:38; Acts 2:41; 1 Peter 3:21; 
Romans 6:3-8; etc. 

Phillip baptized for remission of sins. Acts 
8:38-39-the facts that ( 1) the Eunuch went on his way 
rejoicing , (2) the Spirit called Philip away only AFTER 
the Eunuch was baptized shows that baptism was 
essential to the message of salvation. 

Ananias baptized for remission of sins. Acts 
22:16 

WHY PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Every place in the New Testament that gives an 
indication as to WHY someone was baptized always 
includes salvation or remission of sins (which are 
essentially the same things). 
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THE URGENCY OF BAPTISM IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Read through Acts and you notice that they were 
taught to be baptized IMMEDDIATELY. They did not 
wait. Why? Because it was a matter of life and death. 
When people realize how important it is, they will not 
hesitate but often go to great lengths to be sure they are 
saved. If it is not important, they will wait until a 
convenient time to do it. We see in Acts that they did it in 
very inconvenient times and places because they felt the 
urgency of itl 

This is not all that the Bible says about baptism, 
but it is enough to prove beyond doubt that the Bible 
teaches baptism for remission of sins. If you are putting 
this decision off, please don't do that anymore. You must 
be baptized for remission of your sins if you want to go 
to heaven! 
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OBJECTIONS TO BAPTISM 
CONSIDERED 

EDDIE PARRISH ('90) 

One of the distinguishing marks of the Lord's 
church is our uncompromising insistence on the 
necessity of baptism for the remission of sins. By so 
teaching we find ourselves at odds with most other 
religions that claim an affiliation with Jesus Christ. Of 
course the only reason why churches of Christ have 
consistently stood firm on baptism's place in God's plan 
for man's salvation is because the Bible clearly teaches 
that salvation is procured at the point of baptism and not 
before. 'He who believes and is baptized will be saved; 
but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 
16:16). Peter plainly wrote, " ... baptism doth also now 
save us ... " (1 Pet. 3:21, KJV). When asked what one 
must do to be saved, Peter told the Pentecost gathering, 
"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 
But despite the clarity with which the New Testament 
speaks concerning the proper role of baptism, we often 
encounter objections. These usually come from those 
who sincerely believe that we have misunderstood God's 
plan of salvation. Let us consider some of the more 
common objections, with the hope that through this brief 
study we will be better prepared to "give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15). 
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THE THIEF ON THE CROSS 

One of the more common objections to baptism relates 
to the Lord's handling of the penitent thief who was 
crucified alongside Him (Luke 23:39-43). The objection 
usually goes like this: "If the thief on the cross was saved 
without being baptized, then so can a person today." Is 
this a valid objection? Let us try its merits. 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus clearly had the 
authority to forgive sins "on the spot" if he so desired. 
The Bible even records a number of occasions when he 
did exactly that (Luke 7:44-47; 19:8-9; Mark 2:1-12). 
When Jesus healed the paralyzed man of Mark 2, his 
stated purpose for performing that miracle was to prove 
"that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" 
(v. 10). Therefore, at the time Jesus lived on the earth, it 
was not necessary for a person to be baptized in order 
to be saved. 

Further illustrating this point is Hebrews 9: 15-17. 
There the inspired writer draws attention to the well­
known fact that the stipulations of a testament, or will, 
are not to be carried out until the death of the person 
who created the testament. While the person lives he is 
free to disseminate his possessions as he sees fit. When 
he dies, the dispersement of his possessions is legally 
confined to the directions given in his written testament. 
When Jesus walked the earth, he had power to forgive 
sins in the absence of baptism. The Law of Moses, 
under which Jesus and thief lived, did not require 
baptism as a prerequisite to salvation. The Lord's 
statements requiring baptism for the remission of sins 
were a part of his last will and testament, which went into 
effect after his death (Matt. 28:29; Mark 16: 16). The thief 
lived prior to the New Testament's inauguration, which 
explains why Jesus forgave his sins in the absence of 
baptism. 
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SAVED BY WORKS 

Based upon the clear Bible teaching that one cannot 
earn his salvation, many have concluded that baptism 
must be excluded from the list of things one must do to 
be saved. They argue that baptism is a work, and 
therefore cannot be made a prerequisite to salvation. 
There is no question that salvation is a free gift (Rom. 
6:23) and that no one can rightly assume an arrogant 
attitude in thinking that he saved himself by himself 
(Eph. 2:8-9). Salvation is "not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy" (Titus 
3:5). However, those passages do not negate the fact 
that there are commandments one must keep in order to 
be saved. 

Jesus said, "If you do not believe that I am He, 
you will die in your sins" (John 8:24). Even though 
salvation is a free gift, a person must believe in Jesus in 
order to receive it. Belief is a condition without which 
salvation will not be enjoyed. What's more, Jesus called 
believing a "work." In John 6:26-27 Jesus encouraged 
his listeners to "labor .. .for the food which endures to 
everlasting life." Some interested individuals responded 
with the question, 'What shall we do that we may work 
the works of God?" (v. 28). The answer from Jesus was, 
"This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom 
He sent" (v. 29). If baptism is to be excluded from God's 
plan for salvation because it is a "work," then faith must 
be excluded for the same reason. 

What some folks fail to do in their Bible study is 
distinguish between the two kinds of works spoken of in 
scripture. There are works of merit, which are excluded 
in the plan of salvation (Eph. 2:8-9). But there are works 
of obedience that are very much included. James wrote 
that faith unaccompanied by works (obedience) is 
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worthless and dead (James 2:14-26). He also wrote that 
"a man is justified by works, and not by faith only" (2:24). 
When one inspired man writes that we are not saved by 
works, and another says that we are, the only plausible 
conclusion is that they are speaking of different kinds of 
works-they are using the term "works" in two different 
senses. There are no works whereby a person can earn 
or merit his salvation. But there are a number of works 
that a person must do before God will grant him the 
salvation that he doesn't deserve, such as believing 
(John 6:29; 8:24 ), repenting of sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 
17:30), confessing one's faith in Jesus (Rom. 10:9-10) 
and being baptized (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 

A final note on this point takes us back to Titus 
3:5. Study carefully the entire verse, "not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit." Right after stating 
conclusively that salvation is not according to human 
merit, but divine mercy, Paul states that this salvation 
comes "through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit." Is there something revealed 
in the Bible that connects a kind of "washing" with the 
Holy Spirit? Baptism is a "washing" (Acts 22:16) and the 
Holy Spirit is given at the point of baptism (Acts 2:38). It 
doesn't take the wisdom of Solomon to see that Paul is 
talking about baptism in Titus 3:5. Now let us draw the 
appropriate conclusion: salvation is "not by works of 
righteousness" (meritorious), but it is by "the washing of 
regeneration" (baptism). Therefore, baptism is not a 
meritorious work. 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

Regarding the purpose of baptism, some reason 
thusly: since Jesus is to be our example, then we should 
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be baptized for the same reason he was. But since 
Jesus was not baptized in order to be saved (having had 
no sins to be forgiven), we are not baptized in order to 
be saved either. Let us put this idea to the test of 
scripture. 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, though I 
do not believe He received "John's Baptism" as such. 
John's work was to prepare the people of Judea for the 
coming of Christ (Isa. 40:4; Mal. 3:1; Luke 1:17-18). Part 
of that work included baptizing those who came to him 
(Matt. 3: 1-4 ). Some characteristics of John's baptism 
were: it was a Divine ordinance (Matt. 21 :25; Mark 
11 :30); repentance and confession of sins were required 
before being baptized (Matt. 3:6-8; Mark 1 :4); John's 
baptism was "for the remission of sins" (Mark 1 :4 ); John 
pointed those he baptized to Jesus, that they might 
believe in him when he began his public ministry (Acts 
19:4 ); John's baptism was not valid after the death of 
Christ (Acts 18:24-28; 19: 1-5). Since Jesus had no sins 
to confess, and therefore no sins to be remitted, it is 
clear that the baptism of Jesus was a special case, even 
to John. 

Those who contend that we should be baptized 
for the same reason as Jesus fail to consider the 
significance of this point. John initially refused to baptize 
Jesus because to do so would not fit with what his 
baptism was for (Matt. 3:14). Since John's baptism was 
for the remission of sins, John knew that Jesus had no 
sins to be remitted. Yet when Jesus responded to John's 
objection, he did not counter that baptism was NOT for 
the remission of sins. He simply pointed out that his 
being baptized was necessary, but for another 
purpose- "to fulfill all righteousness." I'm not certain 
that we fully understand all that's involved in that phrase, 
but Psalm 119:172 says that "all [God's] commandments 
are righteousness." Therefore, to fulfill all righteousness 
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could refer to being obedient to God. Since John's 
baptism was "from heaven" (Matt. 21 :23ff), then Jesus, 
in order to be completely submissive to God's will, had to 
submit himself to that ordinance even though it was out 
of the realm of John's normal practice. 
Another reason that Jesus was baptized was to prove to 
John that he (Jesus) was truly God's son. In John 1 :31 
the forerunner of Jesus said, "I did not know him; but 
that he should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came 
baptizing in water." After Jesus was baptized, and John 
saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus, John could 
confidently say, "This is the Son of God" (John 1 :34). 
God sent John to baptize, in part, because he (God) 
would use that event to reveal to John the true identity of 
the Messiah. 

That is why it is not accurate to say that people 
today are baptized only for the same reason Jesus was. 
Present circumstances do not fit the circumstances 
surrounding the baptism of Jesus. What's more, to argue 
that we merely imitate Jesus in baptism requires that we 
remove from baptism the clearly stated purpose for it­
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16). Baptism 
today is incumbent upon all men (Matt. 28: 19), is done in 
the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38), is into the death of 
Christ (Rom. 6:3-5), and ushers one into the church that 
Jesus died to purchase (Acts 2:47; 1 Car. 12:13). Other 
than the fact that the baptism of Jesus and baptism 
today show evidence that we are submissive to God's 
will, there is little similarity between the two. 

SALVATION BY FAITH 

Some argue that baptism cannot be a prerequisite 
to salvation because of all the passages that teach 
salvation by faith. There is no question that salvation is 
by faith. Anyone who argues against that concept is at 
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odds with clear Bible passages (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8-9). 
But we must not make the mistake in thinking that the 
phrase "by faith" means "at the point of faith." 
One example should suffice. In Hebrews 11 :30 the Bible 
says, "By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
were encircled for seven days." The Bible emphatically 
states that the walls fell "by faith." But the walls did not 
fall at the moment the Israelites believed. Their faith 
prompted, or stimulated, them to obey all that God said 
they must do in order for the walls to fall-walk around 
them once a day for six days, seven times on the 
seventh day, etc. Faith undergirded everything they did, 
and thus the walls fell for that reason. But the walls did 
not fall (the blessing was not received) until they had 
complied with all of God's requirements. 

The same is true regarding salvation. Faith 
undergirds everything a person does as he obeys from 
the heart the form of doctrine he is taught (Rom. 6: 17). It 
is the foundation upon which all other acts of obedience 
are built. That's why salvation is said to be "by faith." But 
the final blessing (remission of sins) is not received until 
that person's faith leads him to do all that God 
requires-including repentance (Acts 2:38), confession 
(1 Tim. 6:12; Rom. 10:9-10) and baptism (Mark 16:16; 1 
Pet. 3:21 ). Salvation is by faith, but not by faith alone 
(James 2:24 ). 

God's plan is really very simple. It is tragic that 
many have been so blinded to the truth that they will 
deny what God clearly affirms. Let us continue to study 
our Bibles that we might "always be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15). 

33 



THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM 
JOHN BAKER ('01) 

Baptism is a subject of much contention in the 
religious world these days. Many who claim to be 
Christians deny that baptism has any part in the 
salvation process. Let's examine some passages 
dealing with baptism that will give us a clearer picture of 
God's will on this matter. 

John 3:5- "Except a man be born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." 

In this conversation with the wise Nicodemus, 
Jesus Himself linked baptism in water to spiritual rebirth. 
Notice that "water" is not the placental fluid associated 
with childbirth, as some have alleged, for such would 
make Jesus sound like an ignoramus. This view has 
Jesus saying, "Except a man first exist, and then be born 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." 
Neither is the water under discussion the Spirit Himself, 
for that would have Jesus saying, "Except a man be born 
of Spirit and the Spirit. .. " Make no mistake: the "water" 
in view here is literal. The word "except" sets 
conditions that afford men no alternative. One who is not 
born of water and of the Spirit will not inherit eternal life. 

Mark 16:16- "He who believes and is baptized will be 
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned." 

Obviously Jesus intended His followers to 
understand that baptism plays a role in the salvation 
process. Here, the Lord inextricably links belief with 
baptism by the conjunction, "and." In other words, 
salvation does not take place until both of these 
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conditions are met/ Notice that baptism is not 
mentioned in the second clause, "he who does not 
believe will be condemned." This is called an ellipsis. 
Part of the preceding phrase was left out because it was 
not necessary for Jesus to repeat it. An analogy to this 
type of statement might be, "He who buys a ticket and 
boards the airplane will fly to Memphis; He who does not 
buy a ticket will stay in Dallas." Obviously, boarding the 
airplane is a vital part of flying to Memphis, and yet that 
part of the clause is left out of the second phrase. 
Likewise, baptism is a vital part of our obedient response 
to God's grace, but without belief, baptism is merely, 
"getting wet." 

Acts 2:38 - "Repent ye, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
[forgiveness] of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit." 

On Pentecost, Peter preached a magnificent 
sermon that convinced many of the Jews that they had 
in fact crucified the Son of God ( cf. Acts 2: 14-36). Notice 
that the listeners already believed in Jesus' identity (Acts 
2:37), and now asked the important question, "what shall 
we do?" Peter does not tell these people to, "believe," 
because they already do! By inspiration, Peter does tell 
the entire crowd, "ye [you all) repent." Then the apostle 
says, "let each one of you be baptized for [unto, for the 
purpose of] the remission of sins." The word, "for" in this 
sentence is the Greek word, "eis," and always looks 
forward to the action being accomplished. The same 
word is used by Jesus in Matthew 26:28, "This is My 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for 
["eis"; for the purpose of] the remission of sins." Thus, 
Acts 2:38 should leave no doubt in our minds: 
baptism in water is commanded by God as the 
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culmination of an alien sinner obediently turning to 
Christ. 

Baptism is described as a new birth (John 3:5), a 
part of the plan of salvation (Mark 16: 16), and the 
avenue to access Christ's blood (Acts 2:38; Matt 26:28). 
May all men everywhere have the wisdom and humility 
to see God's will concerning this vital subjectl 
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BAPTISM, YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND IT, BUT 
CAN YOU ACCEPT IT? 

ROBERT STAPLETON (DIRECTOR, 2OO3-CURRENT) 

It seems as if there is more confusion and 
controversy found related to the subject of baptism than 
almost any other subject found within the New 
Testament. When an examination of this subject is 
conducted, one readily realizes that the problem arises 
from the lack of acceptance of what the Scriptures say, 
more so than a lack of understanding. It seems that 
where God's Word has been plain, simple, and 
understandable, man's attitude has been that of 
rebellion. In relation to the subject of baptism, it is not so 
much a lack of being able to understand what God has 
said, but an unwillingness to accept His Word 
as authority. One who loves God must be willing to 
accept His Word as it is. Jesus was quite clear 
concerning this as is seen in such passages as John 
12:48; 14:15; 15:14, etc. Let us consider several New 
Testament passages of Scripture to see what God has 
said. 

MARK 16:16 

The statement made by Jesus in this passage is 
too plain to misunderstand! If one has a problem 
understanding this verse, about all he needs to do is to 
have a sixth grade English student explain it. Jesus, very 
plainly, says that for one to be saved he must believe 
and be baptized. To be lost he only needs to not believe. 
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Notice Jesus states that faith and baptism equal 
salvation. Take any part of the equation away, and you 
destroy the equation. Consider the following. One and 
one equals two. Remove either part, and you destroy 
the equation just like in removing baptism from the 
equation above. 

ACTS 2:38 

Following the first gospel sermon after the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus, Peter responded to the 
question, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 
2:37). We note that Peter's answer was very plain and 
simple, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38). For 
the sake of "argument," let us assume one does 
not understand what Peter was saying they were to 
do. To help here, all we really need to do is look to those 
who did hear and understand and see what their 
response to Peter's words was. Note the words found in 
Acts 2:41, "Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: ... " This is much like someone crying, "Fire, 
run." If you don't understand what you should do after 
hearing the word "fire", just watch and see what 
everyone else is doing. In reality, anyone who is 
capable of reading the Bible is capable of understanding 
what Peter instructed them to do. The problem is not in 
understanding, but in the unwillingness of some to 
accept what is being said. 

ACTS 22:16 

As Christ appeared to Saul near Damascus, Saul 
asked the question, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?" (Acts 9:6 a). The answer is found in the latter 
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portion of the passage, " ... Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do." Later, in 
Acts 22:16, we see exactly what he was told to do, "And 
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." 
In consideration of what Saul was told to do, we 
easily see that there was not much for him to 
misunderstand. He could have rejected, refused, or 
rebelled, but he could not have misunderstood. 
There are those who presently claim that Saul was 
saved before he entered Damascus. However, if so, 
Jesus did not know it, as seen in what Saul was told to 
do," ... go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do." Likewise, Saul did not know it as seen from his 
actions in Acts 9: 18, "And immediately there fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized." If Saul was 
saved before his baptism, Ananias did not know it as 
seen in Acts 9:13-16. And, finally, if he was saved on the 
Damascus Road no preacher today can not it as there is 
not one shred of evidence to prove it. 

Sometimes it is argued that Saul was saved after 
his arrival in Damascus, and before his meeting with 
Ananias. It is suggested that he was saved at the point 
of prayer, as he spent his time upon arrival in Damascus 
in such, "And he was three days without sight, and 
neither did eat nor drink ... behold, he prayeth, ... " (Acts 
9:9, 11 ). However, what has to be kept in mind is this 
was not that which Saul was told to do in respect to what 
the Lord would have him to do (Acts 9:6 a). As such, 
anything other than what the Lord told him to do was 
done by Saul's will and not the will of the Lord. Thus, it 
could not possibly result in his salvation, "Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21 ). 
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ROMANS 6:3, 4 

As we consider this text, we note that Paul's 
declaration is not the least bit difficult to understand. 
Paul simply, but plainly, points out that those who were 
now Christians at Rome had died to sin through their 
having believed, repented, and being buried with Christ 
in baptism. As we continue in the same chapter, we note 
that the Roman saints had yielded themselves to 
become servants of obedience, unto righteousness, and 
by doing such those who were once "the servants of 
sin," had now "obeyed from the heart" the "form of 
doctrine which was delivered" them (Romans 6:17, 18). 
By this statement, we see that Paul had no problem in 
explaining how they had been made free from sin. 
Likewise, the Roman Christians had no trouble in 
understanding what it was that they were to do in order 
to become Christians. They were to obey the "form of 
doctrine" given unto them. Thus, the issue was never, 
were they able to understand what they were to do, but 
would they do it. That same "form of doctrine" has been 
given to man today through the plan of salvation offered 
by the New Testament. As such, there is no difficulty in 
seeing what is to be done. The difficulty arises when 
people are unwilling to accept what is said. 

EPHESIANS 5:16 

Those who make up the New Testament church 
are those who have accepted the word and entered 
Christ by baptism, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, ... " (1 Corinthians 12:13). The course of 
obedience outlined within the New Testament inducts 
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one into Christ and as such, into His body which is the 
church (Ephesians 1 :22,23). Thus, this "washing of 
water by the word" cleanses those who would enter the 
church. All who will take the time, and who are 
concerned with what the New Testament teaches, may 
easily understand what Paul has said. Once again, the 
problem arises not in understanding but acceptance. 

It is God's desire that "all come to repentance" (2 
Peter 3:9), which would lead one to obedience in so far 
as baptism is concerned (Acts 2:38, 41). As such, He 
has been crystal clear in His explanation of His 
commands concerning what one must do in order to 
have their sins remitted. The teachings of the New 
Testament are understandable. If not, then God would 
be at fault for man's condemnation for failing to provide 
an understandable plan. Thus, the issue isn't, can 
we understand what is commanded, but will we do what 
has been said? 

In summation, it doesn't do a bit of good to simply 
hear what has been said without proper obedience, "But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves." (James 1 :22). 
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BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD 
( 1 CORINTHIANS 15:29) 

JASON SPARKS ('99) 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1 Corinthians 15:29, in the context of the 
resurrection, Paul wrote, "Otherwise, what will they do 
who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at 
all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?" This has 
been a difficult passage for interpreters. Related to this 
difficulty, one commentator said, "This is certainly the 
most difficult verse in the New Testament."1 There have 
been at least thirty different interpretations given 
concerning the phrase "baptized for the dead."2 

It will do little good to view all of the different 
interpretations, but we will examine some of the most 
popular. This difficult text may never be understood 
totally. As one commentator said, "It is best to admit 
frankly that we lack the facts for a decisive 
interpretation"3

. Doubtless, this was some phrase, 
perhaps a technical phrase, that was understood by the 
church in Corinth in the first century.4 However, even 
Peter admitted that some of the things Paul wrote were 
hard to understand (2 Peter 3: 16). 

In that verse, Peter said that some unstable and 
untaught men twist Paul's difficult words to their own 
destruction, as they do the rest of the Scriptures. One 
such example is a particular interpretation of 1 

1 
Clarke 

2 
Vincent 

3 ibid. 
4 'b'd I I . 
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Corinthians 15:29 that has had a particularly large 
following in the Church of Latter-Day Saints cult. 

The Mormons (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter­
Day Saints) believe in "proxy Baptism". This is baptism 
that is done on behalf of one who is already dead, but 
who was not baptized during his life. 

This doctrine is not original to the Mormons. It is 
of ancient origin, but it was "unknown in the church 
before the times of Marcion."5 This means that the 
doctrine was likely introduced sometime in the second 
century.6 Where it was espoused, it was only by 
heretical factions. 7 

The Mormons began the practice of proxy 
baptism in August, 1840. It was originally practiced on 
behalf of dead relatives of Joseph Smith. Reportedly, the 
belief began after Elijah revealed the doctrine to Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery while they attended the 
dedication of the Kirtland Temple on April 3, 1836. 8 

"The doctrine contradicts both the Bible and The 
Book of Mormon. ,IJ Doctrine and Covenants indicates 
that baptism for the dead is for those "who should die 
without a knowledge of the gospel."10 Yet Moroni 8:22-
23 "appears to teach that those without a knowledge of 
the gospel are, like little children, not lost: 'For behold 
that all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they 
that are without the law."'11 Yet Mosiah 15:26 "states 

5 Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown 
6 Ferguson, Everett, Early Christians Speak, Vol. 2, (Abilene: ACU Press, 
2002) p. 384. 
7 Wycliffe 
8 Information of the paragraph from: Langfield, Weldon, The Truth About 
Mormonism, (Bakersfield, CA: Weldon Langfield Publications, 1991), p. 
88 
9 'b'd I I . 

IO ibid. 
I I ibid. 
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categorically that those who have died in their sins 
cannot be saved on judgment day."12 Accordingly, not 
even proxy baptism could save them. 

VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS 

It will be beneficial to list a few of the most 
popular interpretations that are given by scholars and 
then point out their strengths and weaknesses. 

(1) One interpretation of the passage has already 
been mentioned. It is the idea of proxy baptism. This 
idea has had various supporters over time. The doctrine 
states that the phrase "baptized for the dead" means 
"baptized on behalf of the dead." 

Strengths of the interpretation: One strength is 
that it takes the passage literally. There does not seem 
to be any other strengths. 

Weaknesses of the interpretation: It contradicts 
with other Scriptures that are easier to understand. One 
such passage is 2 Corinthians 5: 10, "For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad." This states 
that we will be judged by the deeds we do in the body, 
not by what others do on our behalf. 

Another obvious Scripture is Romans 10:9-10, 
" ... if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation." If someone is baptized on behalf 
of another, he must also confess and believe for him. 
That is impossible. 

One last weakness is that the doctrine implies 
that baptism is a kind of sacrament that has inherent 

12 ibid. 
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power, as if the water had magical properties. This is 
obviously contradicted by the Scriptures. For example, 
see Colossians 2:12. 

(2) Relates to that, some say that Paul is referring 
to some unknown pagan practice or cult. Like he did in 
Titus 1: 12 when he quoted a proverb given by some 
pagan "prophet" concerning the character of Cretans, 
Paul is referring to a well-known custom of a "cult of the 
dead" kind of thing in Corinth. 

Strengths of the position: It explains Paul's switch 
to the third person in the passage: "they". It could easily 
then be explained away regarding proxy baptism. One 
could easily say that Paul was not endorsing it, only 
mentioning it. 

Weaknesses of the position: I have not seen any 
evidence that we know anything of some cult doing this. 
Furthermore, when Paul quoted the "prophet" who spoke 
about Cretans, what he quoted was generally true (Titus 
1: 13 ). (The word "prophet" may not be used literally 
there anyway, but that is another study.) Paul 
mentioning the words of that "prophet", words which 
were true, is not the same as Paul mentioning the 
practice of pagans and using it to make an argument 
concerning the resurrection of the dead. It does not 
make sense to me to think that Paul would give seeming 
credence to the practice by using it as apart of his 
argument. 

(3) "It has been held by some that by 'the dead' 
here is meant the Messiah who was put to death, the 
plural being used for the singular, meaning 'the dead 
one."'13 This simply means that people were being 
baptized on behalf of the dead-one, Christ. Matthew 
Henry represented the idea of this interpretation well. 
This would have been Paul's argument, had this 
interpretation been correct: "Why are persons baptized 

13 Barnes 
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in the name of a dead Saviour, a Saviour who remains 
among the dead, if the dead rise not?" 

Strengths of the position: It does represent the 
basic understanding that baptism places one into Christ. 

Weaknesses of the position: The term "the dead" 
is plural. To say that those plural words are meant to be 
understood singularly "is a signification which the words 
have nowhere else".14 It also does not take into account 
the grammatical shift from third to first person. In 1 
Corinthians 15:29 Paul mentioned "they" who are 
baptized for the dead. In verse 30 he asked, ''Why do we 
stand in jeopardy every hour?" 

(4) Another interpretation is that the dead are 
martyrs for Christ. The idea is really divided into two 
categories. (A)15 This category teaches that people saw 
the faith of the martyrs who died on behalf of Christ. This 
example of the martyrs convinced others to be baptized. 
Therefore, on behalf of those martyrs, people were 
baptized. (8)16 This category teaches that people were 
being baptized as other Christians died off. They were 
refilling the ranks, so to speak. 

Strengths of the position: It takes the words 
literally. People were dying for Christ. Furthermore, it is 
certain that the deaths of the martyrs was the fuel for 
much growth of the church. 

Weaknesses of the position: One weakness is 
that the church in Corinth (at the time Paul wrote them 
his first letter) was not really facing that much 
persecution. 17 Another fact is that the term "for the 
dead" seems too general to limit to martyrs.18 

(5) Still another interpretation is that people were 

14 Henry 
15 W 1·ffi ye 1 e 
16 Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown 
17 Henry 
18 .b.d l 1 . 
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washed when they died--that they were literally 
"baptized" for the cleansing of their flesh, looking forward 
to the day that they would be resurrected.19 This could 
be referred to as number (2) above--a cultic practice, but 
this idea is that Christians were doing it. 

Strengths of the position: It explains why Paul 
would use the third person--because he referred to a few 
people who practiced this indifferent matter. It also 
makes the argument Paul made that much more 
effective. He then would be saying, "What about those 
who are washed when they are dead looking forward to 
a resurrection? Were they washed in vain?" 

Weaknesses of the position: One major weakness 
is that the language itself does not lend itself to that 
interpretation easily. It speaks of those baptized on 
behalf of or "upon" the dead. It does not say that the 
dead are baptized. 

(6) Another interpretation says that Paul meant 
that the people being baptized were baptized in 
preparation for their own deaths. 20 This is a favorite 
among Greek expositors. They say that it is elliptical and 
meant, "baptized with an interest in (the resurrection of) 
the dead."21 

Strengths of the position: It fits the purpose and 
force of Paul's argument. 

Weaknesses of the position: The language does 
not lend itself to that interpretation easily. He did not say 
that they were baptized for their deaths but for the dead, 
therefore one must insert "the resurrection of' to make it 
make sense. Furthermore, he shifted to the third person 
and seems to refer to a certain group of people by doing 
so. Why would he exclude himself or even the Christians 
he wrote to by referring to some other people who were 

19 Barnes 
20 Langfield, p.89 
21 Wycliffe 
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baptized if they al were baptized with a view toward their 
death and resurrection? 

(7) The final interpretation we will consider is that 
Paul meant that when anyone was baptized he did so at 
his own peril. He was baptized and did not know if that 
baptism would cause him to face persecution and death 
or not. Thus he said, "Otherwise, what will they do who 
are baptized with a view to the dead? If the dead do not 
rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?" 
This interpretation indicates that some would die 
because of their faith in Christ. The particular person 
would not know if he would die or not, but when (or if) he 
did die, he would then have been baptized with a view to 
the dead. In essence, Paul said, 'What benefit would it 
be then to be baptized knowing you could die as a result, 
unless the dead actually do rise up?" 

Strengths of this interpretation: It would explain 
the use of the third person (somewhat), since not all who 
were baptized would suffer death as a result. It also 
goes with Paul's argument well. Also, it ties to the next 
verse well. Paul said, "And why do we stand in jeopardy 
every hour?" This interpretation allows there to be a 
gradual shift instead of a strong change of person in the 
argumentation process. It also ties in with the Greek 
expositor's ideas as to the meaning of "for" ("with a view 
toward"). It also seems to strike a fairly good 
compromise using the most ideas from several of the 
views. 

Weaknesses of the interpretation: It does not say 
that they would be baptized with a view to their own 
death, but for the "dead ones" so it makes the 
interpretation a little complex based on the language. 

The meaning of the passage is certainly obscure. 
There are many various ideas concerning the passage. 
As a general rule, the simplest explanation is usually the 
correct one. Unfortunately, there does not seem to be 
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any simple explanations that do not have serious flaws. 
I personally think that I lean more toward the last 

interpretation given. The reason for that is because I like 
its strengths. I particularly like the fact that it takes 
several ideas from several interpretations and combines 
them into a fairly decent explanation. It is possible that 
Paul could have meant to include several different ideas 
with his phrase. 

Whatever the true meaning is, undoubtedly we 
will have to wait until we see Jesus to discover it with 
certainty. In the mean time, we can know what it does 
not mean (I.e., that proxy baptism is acceptable); also, 
we can know that it is a part of a greater argument 
concerning the resurrection of the dead. Here is the 
argument Paul gave: If there is no resurrection, then 
Christ was not raised. If Christ was not raised then 
Paul's preaching and their faith were empty, they were 
false witnesses, still in their sins, their dead were 
perished and of all men, they were the most miserable. 
However, Paul's preaching was not vain, their faith was 
not empty, they were not false witnesses, they were not 
still in their sins, their dead were not perished and they 
were not the most miserable of men. Therefore, Christ 
was raised from the dead as they were taught. And 
therefore, there is a such thing as the resurrection of the 
dead. 

It is not necessary to understand baptism for the 
dead in order to understand the points Paul is making. 
We Christians have an incredible hope for the future. We 
know that there will be a resurrection. Based upon that, 
we live daily anticipating that fact. 
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POURING, SPRINKLING, 
OR IMMERSION? 

ROYCE FREDERICK ('73) 

There is no example in the New Testament of 
pouring or sprinkling water on sinners as a substitute 
for baptizing. They were baptized, which means 
immersed, in water. 
The first recorded occasion of pouring as a substitute 
for baptizing was about 150 years after the Bible was 
completed. In 251 A.D. - without any authority from God 
- a man poured water over Novatian as he lay sick in 
bed. But that did not cause men to immediately adopt 
pouring as a substitute for baptizing. For many years 
after that, pouring was not widely practiced by people 
who believe in Christ. 

Eventually, some men began to merely sprinkle 
water on people and call it baptism. But sprinkling was 
not widely accepted by men until several centuries later. 
In 1311 A.D., a council of twelve men at Ravenna, Italy, 
declared that sprinkling was sufficient for baptism. That 
occurred about 1200 years after the Bible was 
completed. Those men did not have any authority from 
God to make that change. 

A person who has merely had water poured or 
sprinkled on him has not obeyed the Lord's command to 
be baptized. In the Greek language in which the New 
Testament was written, "baptizo" meant "immerse, dip, 
plunge." It still does. Even in English, several scriptures 
show that baptism means immersion. Consider three of 
these: 

"So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water, and he baptized him" (Acts 8:38). 
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"Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life" (Romans 6:3-4). 

"buried with Him in baptism, in which you also 
were raised with Him through faith in the working 
of God, who raised Him from the dead" 
(Colossians 2:12). 

To be saved from sin, a sinner must hear the 
gospel, believe it, repent (decide to turn away from sin), 
confess that he believes Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and be baptized in water for the remission (forgiveness) 
of his sins (Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 8:35-39; 22:16; 
Rom. 10:9-10). 

Have you been baptized in water for the 
remission of your sins? If not, you need to obey this 
command of the Lord without delay. There is nothing 
more important than surrendering your life to Christ. 
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BAPTISM WITH FIRE 
ROYCE FREDERICK ('73) 

John, the forerunner of Jesus, said, "I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He [Jesus] will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire" (Matt. 3: 11 ). Who is "you" in this 
verse, and what is the baptism with "fire"? 

YOU 

John was talking to the Pharisees and Sadducees 
(3:7). But he clearly used the word "you" in a general 
way to mean "people." 

"I indeed baptize you with water .... " 

John did not baptize the Pharisees with water. 
"And when all the people heard Him, even the tax 
collectors justified God, having been baptized with the 
baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected 
the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized 
by him" (Lk. 7:29-30; see Matt. 21 :25). So, "you" meant 
"people" in general, without telling which people. 

"He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.. .. " 

The New Testament tells of only two occasions of 
baptism with the Holy Spirit, in Acts 2 and Acts 10. 
These did not include the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Again, "you" meant "people." 

So, like the others, "He will baptize you with ... fire" 
reveals that Jesus would baptize people with fire. But it 
does not reveal which people. 
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John was not telling them who would be 
baptized. He was telling them who has the greatest 
power! John was a mere human and could only baptize 
with water. But Jesus, the Son of God, has the power to 
baptize with the Holy Spirit and with firel 

BAPTISM WITH FIRE 

In Matt. 3:10-12, John mentions fire three times: 
"(10) And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire (11) ... He [Jesus] will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (12) His 
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 
clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into 
the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire." 

John is not referring to the "tongues, as of fire" on 
the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:3. "Baptize" means 
"immerse." The apostles were baptized (immersed, 
overwhelmed) with the Holy Spirit, but not with fire. The 
"tongues, as of fire" sat on the head of each apostle; 
they were not immersed with fire that day. 

Matthew 3:10 & 12 show that 3:11 is not referring 
to a "trial by fire," as in some verses (see 1 Pet. 4:12). 

JOHN WAS SPEAKING OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT 
IN FIRE 

He was warning the Pharisees and Sadducees 
that the wrath (3:7) of God would come upon all who do 
not truly repent. Jesus often spoke about the punishment 
of eternal fire which awaits all who reject God and "those 
who do not obey the gospel" (2 Thess. 1 :8; see Matt. 
13:40-42, 49-50; 25:41; Mk. 9:43-48; Jn. 15:6). At the 
end of the world, all people will be raised to life and 
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judged by Jesus Christ (Jn. 5:28-29; Acts 17:31; 2 Cor. 
5:10). He will cast the disobedient into the eternal lake of 
fire, baptizing (immersing) them in fire forever (Rev. 
20:14-15). John compared it to throwing a fruitless tree 
and chaff into a fire (Matt. 3:10, 12). 

JESUS HAS THE POWER TO PUNISH SIN 

All of us sin and deserve to be separated from 
God forever (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). Jesus also has the 
power to save us through His death for our sins. And 
you have the power to accept His grace by being 
baptized into Him for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38)1 
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'KEEPING UNITY 
BRYAN HODGE ('93) 

The church is composed of those of different 
geographical origins, cultures, ethnicities, educational 
achievements, occupations, and even hobbies. How 
can true lasting unity be maintained? 

I would suggest that it is possible for true Biblical 
unity to be maintained, if we hold to two things: (1) The 
right attitude; (2) The right standard and focus. These 
two things are essential for "the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace." 

ATTITUDE (Ephesians 4:1-3) 

Verse one begins with "Therefore." This points 
back to a previous point (Eph. 2: 15b-22; 3:6, 17-19, 
21 ). God wants us to live harmoniously together in one 
body, bringing honor and glory to Him. The wording 
"walk worthy" means to live a life pleasing unto Him ( cf. 
Col. 1 :10), a life which becometh the Gospel (cf. Phil. 
1 :27). He wants us to "walk in love" (Eph. 5:2) and "walk 
as children of light" (Eph. 5:8). 
Verse two mentions the attitude we need if we are going 
to so dwell together: 

1. Lowliness- (humility NASB; completely humble 
NIV). Self exaltation was common then, and it is 
common now. When men are self exalters and self 
promoters, difficulties are bound to happen. 

The Bible warns one, "not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think" (Rom. 12:3). We would do 
well to have Paul's attitude. He said, "But by the grace 
of God I am what I am" (1 Cor. 15:10) and "God forbid 
that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Gal. 6:14). Man has much to be humble 
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about (Eph. 2:8-9). Remember, "God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (1 Peter 5:5). 

2. Meekness- (gentleness NKJV). Cruden's says 
this word means "gentle, kind, not easily provoked, 
ready to yield rather than cause trouble." We should 
'bend over backwards' if necessary in order to keep 
peace. "The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated ... " (James 
3:17). Paul instructed "as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men" (Rom. 12:18). 

3. Longsuffering - (patience NASB). Someone 
has said that "patience is the ability to idle the motor 
when you feel like stripping the gears." We should be 
"swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath" (James 
1: 19). But, being longsuffering involves more than 
this. It includes the idea of patiently enduring to help 
save a soul ( cf. 2 Tim. 4:2). 

4. Forbearing... in love. Vine's says the word 
carries the thought of "to hold up, to bear with, 
endure." We should not walk around with a 'chip on our 
shoulder.' We should overlook each others quirks, and 
even when we have been sinned against 'forbearing' 
would include the idea of standing ready to forgive (Col. 
3:13). 
Verse three does not tell us to create unity but to be 
"endeavoring to keep ... " When we were converted we 
became a part of one family. God unified us into one 
body. However, we must make effort to keep such 
oneness, unity, and peace. 

STANDARD/FOCUS (Eph. 4:4-6) 

True Biblical unity can only exist when we have 
the same correct standard and focus religiously 
speaking. 

57 



1. One body. The body is the church (Eph. 1 :22-
23; 4:4; 5:23). We are added to this body upon proper 
baptism (1 Cor. 12:13 cf. Gal. 3:26-28). There is not one 
body for Jews and one body for gentiles; such is not how 
God designed things. Neither should we be divided after 
men (1 Car. 1:12-13; 3:4-7). The body belongs to Christ 
(Eph. 4:12). He is the head (Eph. 1:22; 5:23; Col. 1:18). 

2. One spirit. This one spirit has delivered one 
message (Eph. 2:18, 20 cf. 3:5-6). The consequent is 
stated in 1 Corinthians 1: 10, "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment." 
Moreover, this one spirit had given them different gifts (1 
Cor. 12:4-ff). Instead of being divided over these gifts 
they should be laboring together as one body. It is not 
as if different gods had given them different competing 
gifts. 

3. One hope. The ultimate hope for each 
Christian is eternal life in glory (Tit. 1 :2; 3:7; 1 Thes. 
5:8). This hope helps us to have endurance in this life 
(Rom. 8:24-25; 2 Cor. 4:16-5:2). 
Now here's the thing: we're all striving for the same 
place, as Christians. If we can't get along here, what'II 
we do there? 

4. One Lord. In the words of Peter, "God hath 
made ... Jesus ... both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36). The 
book of Romans says, "there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him" (Rom. 10: 12). He is Lord 
over both Jew and Greek. 
The language "Lord" is language of authority (Luke 
6:46). He has authority over "all flesh" (John 17:2). He 
has been given "all authority ... in heaven and in earth" 
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(Matt. 28: 18). It is by His words we'll be judged (John 
12:48; cf. 2 Cor. 5:10). 

5. One faith. If this is speaking of personal faith, 
then it simply makes the point that both Jew and gentile 
Christians believe the same message. Remember, 
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God" (Rom. 10:17 cf. Luke 8:11-12; John 5:45-47; 17:20; 
20:30-31; Acts. 17:11-12; 18:8; Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Thes. 
1 :10). 
It is possible that this is speaking of the source of 
personal faith, that is the objective standard of faith (cf. 
Acts 6:7; 14:22; 15:9; Rom. 5:2; 2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 1:23; 
3:23; 3:25; Phil. 1 :27; 1 Tim. 3:9; 4: 1; 4:6; 5:8; Jude 
3). It is true the definite article is not present, but neither 
is it in passages like Rom. 1 :5; 1 :17; 16:26, etc. 
Either way, the message is similar. Whether it is 
personal faith (which they held alike, and which came by 
the same objective standard) or whether it is the system 
of faith which is being spoken of in this passage, the 
message is they did have the same standard and the 
same trust. 

6. One baptism. Various baptisms are 
mentioned in the pages of the Bible: (1) The baptism in 
the sea (1 Cor. 10:1-2 cf. Ex. 14); (2) The baptism of 
John (John 1 :26; 3:23; Matt. 21 :25); (3) baptism of 
suffering (Luke 12:50; Matt. 20:22-23 cf. 26:39 and Heb. 
2:9; 1 Cor. 15:29); (4) baptism with Holy Ghost (Matt. 
3: 11; Luke 3: 16; Acts 1 :4-5 cf. Acts 2); (5) baptism with 
fire (Matt. 3:11-12; Luke 3:16-17); (6) Great commission 
baptism (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 8:12-
16; 10:47-48; 19:5, etc.). 

Which is the one baptism? (1) The baptism in the 
sea was a one time thing. Moreover, it was not 
something which Jewish and gentile Christians had in 
common. (2) The baptism of John anticipated a coming 
Messiah (Acts 19:4). It is spoken of in the past tense 
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even in Jesus' lifetime on earth (Matt. 21 :25). It clearly 
is not the one baptism (Acts 18:24-19:7). (3) The 
baptism of suffering? It is true that we are all called 
upon to suffer when necessary for the cause of Christ (2 
Tim. 3:12). It is also true that both Jew and gentile 
experienced this (1 Thes. 2:14). However, this is 
figurative language, and water is mentioned later in this 
same book (Eph. 5:25-27). (4) The baptism of the Holy 
Ghost? It is interesting that Holy Ghost baptism (a 
promise, not a command - Luke 23:49; Acts 1 :4-5 cf. 
Acts 10:6, 47-48; 11 :14) occurred in Acts 2 {cf. Acts 1 :4-
5); Many believe that it also occurred in Acts 10-11; 
However it is never spoken of again as occurring after 
Acts 10-11. (5) The baptism of fire? I don't think we 
want this one (Matt. 3:10-12; Luke 3:16-17). 

This leaves (6) The baptism of the Great 
Commission. It is necessary for salvation (Mark 16:15-
16 cf. Acts 2:38). Water is connected with the baptism 
that saves (1 Peter 3:20-21 ). Water baptism is a 
command to be obeyed (Acts 10:48). One must obey 
the Gospel to be saved (2 Thes. 1 :6-ff). The Gospel at 
its core is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 
Cor. 15:1-4). We obey this in our dying to the love and 
practice of sin, being buried in water, and raised to walk 
in the newness of life (Rom. 6: 1-ff). The baptism of the 
Great commission clearly is not Holy Ghost baptism 
[watch the consistency of the original language: Matt. 
28:18-f; Acts 8:6; 19:5, lit. "Into the name ... "]. The 
"washing of water" is mentioned in this very book (Eph. 
5:25-27 cf. Acts 22: 16). It thus stands to reason that 
water immersion of the Great commission is the one 
baptism. 

It is after this one baptism that one is added to the 
church (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). Thus both Jew and gentile 
Christians would have gone through this same entrance 
(Read Gal. 3:26-28). 
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7. One God and Father. There is not multiple 
competing gods as the heathens thought. there is not 
one God (Jehovah) for the Jews, and another (Diana) for 
the gentiles. "He giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; and hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth" (Acts 17:25-26). 

Spiritually, He can be the Father of us all (Gal. 
3:26-28). In Ephesians 2:16, 18 we read, "That he 
(Jesus - B.H.) might reconcile both (Jew and gentile -
B.H.) unto God in one body (church - B.H.) ... For 
through Him (Jesus - B.H.) we both (Jew and gentile -
B.H.) have access by one Spirit (because he revealed 
the truth Eph. 2:18, 20 cf. Eph. 3:4-5 - B.H.) unto the 
Father." 
Meditating on these things should help in our 
maintaining the unity we should have. 
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THE "THIEF UPON THE 
CROSS" ARGUMENT 

BRYAN HODGE ('93) 

Many honest, sincere people will neglect 
baptism. They will go to their graves thinking that they'll 
be saved in spite of this neglect because, after all - ''the 
thief on the cross wasn't baptized, and he was 
saved." Let us look at this reasoning, made by so many, 
which is based upon the world's most famous thief. 

First, why do people insist that the man was not 
baptized? He may very well have been. How do they 
know he wasn't? Many of that land had been (Mark 1 :4-
5; John 4: 1 ). The man obviously knows of Jesus' 
character. He may have been baptized, and then 
forsook the right way, and now's restored. No one today 
could prove, if his life depended upon it, that this man 
wasn't baptized; Yet, the argument demands that he was 
not. 

Second, why do people always turn to this thief 
and not to the conditions Jesus gave to a rich young 
ruler (Luke 19:8-1 0)? Both occurred prior to Jesus' 
death. While Jesus was upon earth He forgave sins 
(Mark 2:10); But the conditions varied (Luke 19:8-10 cf. 
Luke 18: 18-23 cf. Mark 2: 1-11 ). {While Jesus was upon 
earth His conditions for healing also varied (John 9:6-7 
cf. Matthew 9:27-30; also see Luke 17:11-14 cf. w. Old 
Testament account in 2 Kings 5)}. Why the 
variety? The answer is likely found in John 2:25. Jesus 
knew the heart. He knew what the rich young ruler 
struggled with, thus He set His conditions accordingly. It 
is amusing that no one seems to want to return to the 
conditions given the rich, young ruler; Instead, all want to 
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discuss the thiefs salvation. Remember, both occurred 
prior to Jesus' death. 

Third, it must be kept in mind that the New 
Covenant had not yet gone in force (Hebrews 9:15-
17). The man lived under the Old Testament. It was not 
until Christ was resurrected that He said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). 

Perhaps an illustration would be helpful. While 
I'm alive I can give away my possessions as I see fit, 
based upon varying conditions if I so choose. However, 
once I die the conditions of my will go in force and must 
be followed. Even so, Jesus while on earth gave varying 
conditions to receive salvation based upon His 
understanding and knowing the heart. Once he died 
however, His will must be followed. Brother Dave Miller 
has written, 'The last will and testament of Christ is the 
New Testament and consists of those teachings that 
apply to people after the death of Christ. If we expect to 
receive the benefits of the New Testament (Salvation, 
forgiveness of sins, eternal life), we must submit to the 
terms of the will ... " 

Moreover, understand that New Testament 
baptism symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (Romans 6). Yet, Jesus had not yet done 
these things. 

Fourth, why is it the case that men want to go to 
this extreme case, and apply it to themselves, when they 
are not in this situation? The thief couldn't come down 
and be baptized if he wanted to; yet, those we talk to can 
be baptized; however, they continue to rest their souls 
on the thief on the cross. 
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SOME THINGS BAPTISM 
WILL NOT DO 

ROBERT STAPLETON (DIRECTOR, 2OO3-CURRENT) 

Contrary to what is seen in denominational 
teachings, baptism is a prominent theme in the New 
Testament. Its many facets are discussed. Despite the 
claim of some that it is unimportant and unnecessary, 
the New Testament declares that when "obeyed from the 
heart" many blessings accompany baptism (Romans 
6:17). These blessing are listed below: 

- One's sins are remitted - Acts 2:38. 
- One is saved - Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21. 
- One has his sins washed away - Acts 22: 16. 
- One is added to the church -Acts 2:47; 1 

Corinthians 12:13. 
- One enters Christ, where salvation is found -

Galatians 3:27. 

Though baptism is very important and necessary, there 
are some things baptism will not do. The truth is, 
baptism was not designed by the Lord to accomplish 
some things. In this article we will focus on some of 
them. 

BAPTISM DOES NOT CHANGE THE HEART 

One man said, "I was baptized and it didn't do me 
any good, I was just as bad afterward, as before." His 
problem was, he expected too much of baptism. The 
"heart" must be changed before baptism. The "heart" is .. 
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- The intellect which believes - Romans 1O:10. 
- It is that by which man reasons - Mark 2:8. 
- It is that which results in man having the ability -

to think - Genesis 6:5; Proverbs 23:7. 
- It is that from which our emotions come, such as 

love (Matthew 22:37), trust (Proverbs 3:5), 
and desire - Romans 10: 1. The heart is that 
which produces the will with which we intend 
(Hebrews 4: 12), purpose (2 Corinthians 9:7), 
and obey- Romans 6:17. 

Baptism does not change these. It was never designed 
to do so. They are changed by our faith and repentance. 

BAPTISM DOES NOT REMOVE TEMPTATION 

Jesus was tempted immediately following his 
baptism (Matthew 4:1-11). Christians experience 
temptation because temptation is "common to men" ( 1 
Corinthians 10:13; James 1: 2, 3, 12-15). 

We should expect Satan to begin to tempt us 
earnestly following our baptism since we have changed 
our relationship with him (Ephesians 6:11 ). 

BAPTISM DOES NOT MAKE ONE SINLESS 

Not a one of us, having reached the point of 
accountability, is without sin (Romans 3:23; Galatians 
2:11; 1 John 1 :8-10). Past sins are forgiven at baptism, 
but there is no guarantee we will not sin in the future 
simply because we have been baptized. 
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BAPTISM DOES NOT GUARANTEE ETERNAL 
SALVATION 

Though some believe "Once saved, always 
saved," the New Testament does not teach it. After one 
becomes a Christian, he can ... 

- "Be overtaken in a fault" and need restoring -
Galatians 6:1. 

- "Sin and be in the gall of bitterness and bond of 
iniquity," and perish-Acts 8:18-23. 

- "Return to weak and beggarly elements" of the 
world - Galatians 4:9. 

- "Turn from the Holy Commandments" of God -
2 Peter 2:20-22. 

- Look back and become unfit for kingdom -
Luke 9:62. 

- Fall from grace - Galatians 5:4. 

While some do not believe that baptism guarantees 
salvation, they live as though they do believe it. This is 
seen in baptism being their last positive action of 
obedience to God. Baptism is not the end of obedience, 
but the beginning of "walking a new life in Christ" 
(Romans 6:4; Colossians 3:1-3). The "crown of life" is for 
those who remain "faithful unto death" (Revelation 2:10). 

Baptism is essential. There is no doubt about that. 
Contrary to man's teachings, you cannot be saved 
without it. But baptism "alone" will not save any more 
than faith "alone." 
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INFANT BAPTISM 
ROBERT STAPLETON (DIRECTOR, 2OO3-CURRENT) 

In this article, we want to address an error that is 
taught by numerous religious organizations, that being 
what is often referred to as "infant baptism". Many 
religious organizations teach the necessity of such. One 
denominational book states the following, " ... the pastor 
of each charge shall earnestly exhort all Christian 
parents or guardians to present their children to the Lord 
in Baptism at an early age." Later, the same book states, 
"This Sacrament may be administered by sprinkling, 
pouring, or immersion." Another denominational creed 
book of a major denominational group states, "Babies 
have to be baptized because they have Original Sin on 
their souls ... " 

The fact is, when one studies the New Testament 
they soon see, Biblically speaking, there is no such thing 
as "infant baptism" taught within its pages. The word 
translated "baptism" means to "dip, plunge" or 
"immerse." Therefore, when "infant baptism" is 
practiced, as per the religious leanings of the 
denominational world, we easily see that babies are not 
actually baptized at all. All that is done to them is to have 
a small amount of water poured or sprinkled upon them. 
Even though those who practice such are claiming their 
actions are a "baptism" the fact is, no matter what they 
call it, it is not baptism. Let us notice several things that 
will help us to see the truth on this matter. 

NEW TESTAMENT BAPTISM IS NOT SPRINKING OR 
POURING 

The Greek word from which we get our English 
word "baptism" is "baptizo", while the Greek word for 
sprinkling is "rhantizo", and the Greek word for pouring is 
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"cheo." Never, in the New Testament, when it comes to 
that which must be done to be saved, will you find the 
use of the word "rhantizo" or "cheo". The fact is, baptism 
is a burial, as seen in Romans 6:4 and Colossi ans 2: 12. 
Neither "rhantizo" or "cheo" represent that which is 
necessary to accomplish a burial. 

New Testament baptism is symbolic of the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. This symbolism cannot 
be accomplished by any other means than through an 
immersion. Sprinkling or pouring water on a person, 
regardless of where it is applied, will not fulfill this 
symbolism. 

INFANTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO NEW TESTAMENT 
BAPTISM 

The teachings of the New Testament regarding 
baptism eliminate infants having to be baptized. Notice 
the words of Jesus in Matthew 28: 19, 20, " Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you ... " Consider Jesus' words in Mark 
16:16, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned." Note, also, 
the words of Peter in Acts 2:38, " ... Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins ... " In consideration of these 
passages, we easily see that infants are not subject to 
baptism because of the fact that those who are have to 
be capable of being taught, of believing and of repenting. 

INFANTS ARE NOT SINNERS 

We are told, such as in the quote above, that 
infants have "original sin" on their souls. The fact is, 
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though, the Bible does not teach that. Carefully consider 
the words of 1 John 3:4 and Ezekiel 18:20. Note that 
John says that "whosoever committeth sin" transgresses 
the law. He did not say, "whoever is born with it" does 
so. Ezekiel states that the "soul that sinneth", not the 
soul that is born with original sin "shall die." Inherited sin 
is nothing more than the figment of man's imagination. 

INFANT BAPTISM NOT TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE 

The apostles or the early church did not practice 
infant baptism. All "cases of conversion" found within the 
New Testament show they heard the message that was 
preached, obeyed it, and were saved. There is no record 
of an infant anywhere in the New Testament having 
been baptized, or having water poured or sprinkled on 
them for salvation purposes. If it were to be practiced 
today, there would be either a command or an example 
of such in the New Testament. 

The doctrine of infant baptism is foreign to the 
New Testament. Because of that, we should not allow 
ourselves to be caught up in something that God does 
not approve of. New Testament baptism is that which 
God not only approves of, but commands. It, and it 
alone, is the one baptism (Ephesians 4:5) that adults 
should take part in. 
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"REPENT AND BE ... " 
HOSED OFF? 

EDDIE PARRISH ('90) 

"When two thousand people want to be baptized, 
that's a lot of dunking, and lot of time. Clearly, baptism 
by fire hose is more efficient." So begins a newspaper 
article telling the story of how the United House of 
Prayer for All People in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
planned to handle its yearly baptisms while their church 
building and swimming pool were undergoing 
renovations. The article reveals that a fire hose would be 
hooked up to a hydrant and all the people desiring to be 
baptized would stand in the church parking lot while 
church elders, with help from firefighters, hosed them off. 
Before you create a mental picture of these "baptisms" 
that is similar to the way political demonstrators were 
"hosed off' in the 1960s, the article assures readers that 
the hose would be set on a fine mist so that no one 
would be hurt. Well, there you have it - another 
example of people relaxing biblical requirements in the 
name of convenience. Consider the following points by 
way of response to what I call ''The Hose 'em Down 
Heresy." 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD "BAPTIZE" 

If one were to look up "baptize" in a standard 
English dictionary he might find in the definition an 
allowance for sprinkling or pouring water as a mode of 
baptism. While such may be a correct definition of the 
current usage of the word in the English-speaking world, 
it is not the way the word was used when the New 
Testament was written. The English word "baptize" 
comes from a Greek word that means to immerse, to 
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plunge, to dip or submerge. Therefore, when inspired 
men commanded people to be baptized (Acts 22:16; 
10:48; 2:38) they were commanding them to be 
immersed, not hosed down. 

The Greeks had a word that meant "to be 
sprinkled" - the word "hrantizo" - and it was never 
used in the New Testament to describe baptism. If the 
Holy Spirit had wanted for us to hose down penitent 
believers, He would have used a word that conveyed 
that message. Yet in every case where you find the word 
"baptize," or forms of it, in the New Testament, it comes 
from the Greek word that means "to immerse." 

PERTINENT BIBLE PASSAGES 

Added to the evidence that comes from the 
definition of baptism are a couple of passages that shed 
more light on this question. Romans 6:4 says, "Therefore 
we were buried with him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life." Colossians 2: 12 speaks of being "buried with him in 
baptism, in which you also were raised with him through 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the 
dead." One would need help to misunderstand what 
these verses say about the action of true baptism. It is a 
burial in and raising out of water. 
Regardless of building renovations, numbers of people 
involved, or any other unforeseen circumstances, the 
Bible simply does not authorize baptism by fire hose. 
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WHAT DOES BAPTISM 
MEAN? 

LANDON ROWELL ('05) 

One of the most discussed steps of God's Plan of 
Salvation is that of being baptized. When this important 
step is discussed amongst individuals across the world 
there are differing ideas about what exactly baptism is. 
Many say being baptized in water is sprinkling while 
others say it is pouring while still others say it is 
immersion. So the question that will be looked at in this 
article is what is baptism? It cannot be denied, I would 
hope, that baptism plays a vital role in the New 
Testament church since it is mentioned some 100 plus 
times. To answer the question about what baptism is we 
first must look to the word that has been transliterated 
into baptism. It must be remembered as one studies the 
Bible that it was not written in English. 

The New Testament was written in "koine" or 
common Greek. Therefore as we look at what a word 
means we must look to the "koine" Greek for 
clarification. The Greek word bapto, the root of baptize 
from which baptism derives according to Strong's 
Exhaustive Concordance and Dictionary, means "to 
overwhelm, i.e. cover wholly with a fluid" (PC Study Bible 
VS/emphasis mine). So, is it possible to "cover wholly" 
by simply pouring over or sprinkling? The truth is you 
cannot cover wholly someone by pouring or sprinkling 
water over them. Thus the only way to completely cover 
someone or something is to immerse it. Notice how 
Thayer defined the word baptize, "In the N.T. it is used 
particularly of the rite of sacred ablution, first instituted 
by John the Baptist, afterward by Christ's command 
received by Christians -- an immersion in water, 
performed as a sign of the removal of sin, and 
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administered to those who, impelled by a desire for 
salvation, sought admission to the benefits of the 
Messiah's kingdom" (Ibid/emphasis mine). 

The truth is the word baptism only came to have a 
different definition than immersion when we, future 
mankind, decided to manipulate it. As always my 
sustained hope is that as we each continue to study 
God's most holy and righteous Word and that every one 
of us will remember that it is not God that makes things 
complicated and confusing (1 Corinthians14:33) it is us. 
Let us all continue steadfast in His authority (Colossians 
3:17) looking only to Him who has everlasting life (John 
14:15). 
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ABOUT BAPTISM 8c 
DISCIPLESHIP 

DONNY WEIMAR ('96) 

Correspondence with a gentleman through the 
email demonstrated a common thought among some 
denominations. He pointed to Matthew 28:18-20 and 
said that baptism was not essential to one becoming a 
Christian. It was rather a part of discipleship. He 
differentiated between the moment one is saved and 
when one becomes a disciple. The New Testament, 
however, does not distinguish between the two. 

In Romans 6:3-4, baptism is said to unite us with 
the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the moment one comes into obedience 
with the gospel. Then in Galatians 3:26-27 we see that 
baptism places the lost into Christ, wherein is the saved 
state. One is either in Christ or out of Christ. Baptism 
transitions a person from being outside of Christ to being 
inside Him. 

Not only are these facts solid but according to 
Acts 2:38 and Acts 22: 16, baptism's purpose is the 
forgiveness of sins. So, think about this, how can a 
person be saved before baptism if his sins are not 
washed away? Thus, a person is made a disciple at the 
moment he obeys the gospel by being baptized into 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

Discipleship is not secondary to conversion; it 
occurs at conversion. "A disciple is a learner. It is 
denotes one who follows a person's teachings, as the 
disciples." (Vine's Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, pg. 316). It's like this. One learns the 
gospel; then one follows its teachings. That's a disciple 
of Christ. That says that a person is made a disciple 
when he learns the gospel way of salvation, and then 
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obeys what is understood. At what point does that first 
occur? Baptism. Precisely what Jesus said in Matthew 
28:19. 

Are you a disciple of Christ? Here are ten things 
necessary to be one. 

1. Grace 
2. aOi2-~/oH?, 
3. Gospel 
4. ~Ith.. 
5. Repentance 

7:10 
e. G.fnte~sko:t£:Pt'::'I? 
7. Baptism 

Acts 22:16 
8. Y\/&>t~$.~;i' .• ·.~-
9. Hope 
1 o. ~:nauriri¢~L;, • ·'.:{}::· 
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Ephesians 2:8 
Rg_rn~iis'§~9 
Romans 1:16 
Aqts~~6';~~lt 
2 Corinthians 

·:~orn~h$})~to:ito 
1 Peter 3:21; 

• ·Jimei-2:24. 
',::.:.,.Hv, C_,-:,';:~,-.~~,:;~.:.'.,.'.,:;~:,._;;;:.,~~••: ••~ 

Romans 8:24 
M~n~~Wt~P~~~g 



o .... Conviction at the Brown Trail School of Preaching 
(Elders, Administration, and Faculty; 2006) 

• With all of the changes that are affecting the brotherhood it has become necessary for us to 
qualify where we stand in relation to the faith. As much as we dislike saying it, there are certa 
brethren who seem "bent" on leading the church away from the "old paths" (Jeremiah 6:16) ai 

down the path ofliberalism. Some would have us bury our heads in the san~ believing the 
problems will soon disappear. Brethren, we can assure you they will not! This practice has ne, 
er resulted in good coming from it. 

• At the Brown Trail School of Preaching we have very strong convictions regarding the truth. 
They are firmly rooted in the inspired and eternal word of God. While the Bible itself is the 
only complete "statement of belief' to which anyone should cling, the following statements w 
highlight some of the fundamental principles that we at Brown Trail are committed to teach, 
uphold, and defend. 

• We believe that the Bible is the complete, inerrant and inspired word of God, and that it is all­
sufficient for the purpose God intended - 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17; 2 Peter 1 :3. 

• We believe that Jesus built only one church, and that His church is not denominational in na­
ture. Christian fellowship, therefore, is limited to those in Christ's church who are walking in 
the light-Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22, 23; 4:4; Acts 2:47; 1 John 1:7. 

• We believe that baptism is a burial in water unto the remission of sins, and is therefore neces­
sary for salvation-Romans 6:4; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21. 

• We believe that the Lord's Supper is to be observed by Christians on the first day of every we1 
and only on the first day - Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11 :20, 24-29. 

• We believe that singing in worship to God is to be done without addition of mechanical instru 
ments of music - Ephesians 5: 19; Colossians 3: 16. 

• We believe that marriage is intended to be enjoyed by one man and woman until they are sepa 
rated by death. We believe that the only exception to this arrangement is outlined in Matthew 
19:9 - namely, that a fornicator may be put away by the innocent spouse, thus allowing that 
innocent one the freedom to contract another marriage. All other divorce and remarriage situa 
tions constitute adulterous unions-Romans 7:1-3. We do not believe that marriage may be a 
matter of convenience or in the "doctrine" of"mental reservation" relative to marriage. It is 01 

belief that when a man and woman commit themselves to marriage, regardless of why they do 
so, they are married. 

• We believe that God has directed men to occupy the positions of leadership in both the home 
and the church - Genesis 3: 16; Ephesians 5 :22-31; 1 Peter 3: 1, 2. 

• We believe that elders in the local congregation setting have authority over that congregation 
matters of expedience, and that the congregation should have input regarding who serves as 
elders-Acts 14:23; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus I :5-11; I Peter 5:1-3. We do not believe it Scriptl 
al to practice elder "reaffirmation" in view of the dismissal of qualified elders. Elders who sin 
should be rebuked ''before all, that others also may fear" - 1 Timothy 5 :20. 

• We believe that we are bound by the Scriptures to "contend for the faith," but while we do so 
we should exercise love in these activities - Jude 3; Ephesians 3:15; John 13:34, 35. 

• We believe that there is no place in the church for the doctrines or practices of men - Psalms 
127:1; Matthew 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:4; 4:7. 

• We believe that man can know the truth, and by adhering to that truth, be saved-John 8:32; 
17:17; James 1:21. 

• Our commitment is to continue to teach, uphold and defend these and all other biblical truths. 
you would like to attend Brown Trail to prepare yourself for preaching the gospel, please con­
tact us. Or, if you would like to become a partner with us through a one-time donation or 
monthly financial support, please let us know. Above all, pray that Brown Trail will continue 
be a place ''where the old paths are still new." 


