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LOVE THE WORD 
MARK TESKE ('03) 

Your word I have hidden in my heart, 
That I might not sin against You. 

Blessed are You, 0 LORD! 
Teach me Your statutes. 
With my lips I have declared 
All the judgments of Your mouth. 

I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 

I will meditate on Your precepts, 
And contemplate Your ways. 

I will delight myself in Your statutes; 
I will not forget Your word. 1 

Psalm 119:11-16 

Have you ever wondered who the hardest-working 
group of people are and how they find the motivation to work 
continuously at such a high level? Would you like to be able 
to learn their secrets and turn around and utilize them in your 
own life to make your work more productive than ever? 

I believe that I found the hardest-working group of 
people in the world - mothers. And the secret that keeps them 
continuously working at such a high level - love. As 
preachers, if we truly have a love of the word - like a mother 
has love for their children - it will make a huge difference in 
our lives and the work that we do every day. 

1 The New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1982), Ps 119:11-16. 
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LOVE TO STUDY THE WORD 

First off, we each need to have within ourselves a 
strong love of studying the word of God. That love needs to be 
within us a burning desire to make sure that we spend as much 
time in the word as we possibly can. I find myself longing for 
the time that I can spend in the word without interruption. But 
often times, life gets in the way, and having the time necessary 
to spend in studying the Word is not as easy as it would first 
appear. 

We each need to have a love for studying the word that 
is so strong that it will make the time necessary effectively. 
We will find time for the things that we really love to do - too 
often it's entertainment, games, TV or even just hanging out 
rather than time spent in the word. Too many preachers have 
spent their time as busybodies, acting in a way that has been 
warned against in I Timothy 5:13. Oftentimes, this lack of 
being able to manage time not only affects that preacher, but 
has a significant impact of the preachers who follow his work 
after he leaves. 

As preachers, an abundance of time in the word helps 
to keep our preaching fresh. As we pour through the Scriptures 
properly, we constantly come across new truths and nuggets of 
great insight that keep us excited about our study. That 
excitement and enthusiasm that we receive can then be 
transferred to those who are listening to us in the pews. The 
preacher who considers time studying the word to be a 
drudgery will have a very difficult time convincing members 
of the congregation of the benefits of in-depth studying the 
word. However, the excitement that we feel from discovering 
each nugget of wisdom becomes contagious and those around 
us will be encouraged to find nuggets of their own. Isn't this 
what Paul was trying to get across to Timothy by inspiration in 
I Timothy 2: 15-16? 

A love for studying the word also helps to keep our 
doctrine pure. Too many preachers have been led astray by 
spending more time reading man's uninspired writings about 
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the word rather than studying the inspired word itself. There 
is more than enough wisdom in the Scriptures to keep us 
challenged in our studies for many lifetimes (II Timothy 2: 15). 

Have you ever been separated from your family for an 
extended period of time? When you have, eventually the 
thoughts of returning to them continually creep back into your 
mind. Any time that you're not focused on something else, the 
thoughts of getting back to them come around. That's the way 
our love for studying the Scriptures should be - if we spend 
much time away from the Scriptures, the thought of getting 
back into the word should consume us and be ever before us. 

LOVE TO PREACH AND TEACH THE WORD 

While in school, how many times did we hear 
reference to II Timothy 4:2? It was probably both the first 
verse we heard during orientation and the last verse we heard 
at graduation. In that passage, God has been very specific 
about what we are to preach - the word - and His specificity 
excludes the authority to preach anything else. Our love for 
the word should make it a joy to share the word with others. 
We should have abounding within ourselves a true love for 
preaching and teaching the word, a love that can only be 
satisfied by more preaching and teaching. 

However, I have heard some sermons where it seems 
as though the word of God is loathed. It has been said of some 
sermons, "If the Scriptures had a co Id, that lesson would have 
no chance of catching it." That's truly a very sad statement 
and I pray that it may never be said of my preaching. 

So how do we avoid such preaching? Try going back 
to preaching primarily expository lessons - which I believe to 
be the highest form of preaching. If your preaching is always 
topical and never expository, you're at a very high risk for 
stale preaching. While other styles of preaching have their 
place, expository preaching requires us to be immersed in the 
word as we prepare and in its wake it leaves its hearers totally 
immersed in the word, as well. 
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Remember expository sermons? Sermons where the 
structure of the text gives structure to your lesson. The main 
points of the text become the main points of your lesson. You 
have to spend considerable time and effort pouring over the 
text to ensure that you've properly analyzed the text and 
considered everything in its proper context. To preach a true 
expository sermon, it requires us to spend much time studying 
and understanding the word. For those who truly love the 
word, such an exercise helps to satisfy a great love within us. 

LOVE TO KEEP THE WORD 

"Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not 
sin against You." - Psalm 119: 11. That excellent passage 
written by inspiration through the Psalmist should apply to 
every one of us. But since you've left school, how much time 
have you devoted to "hiding God's word in your heart"? Are 
you still memorizing? Are you still striving daily to ensure 
that you're making His word a part of your life? 

When a Christian approaches the Scriptures, he should 
be constantly comparing himself to them, improving himself 
and making corrections in his own life (James 1 :22-25). Our 
time with the word shouldn't be mere reading - reading just to 
check it off the list - but a time of prayerful introspection and 
analysis. Too often, that process has been short-changed by 
merely reading the stories and focusing on trivia. 

As a preacher, you can't lead others to a place where 
you haven't yet traveled yourself Nobody wants to hear a 
preacher who knows just what everyone else needs to change 
in their lives but refuses to consider his own life. We call such 
a man a hypocrite, and rightfully so. 

Rather, we should spend much time considering 
ourselves first before we start trying to teach others (James 
3: 1 ). By working on ourselves first, we can then have 
practical advice for others that we've already tested ourselves. 
Our illustrations will be richer, our practical application will 
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be more practical, and our preaching will be more pleasing to 
God. 

Keeping the word also has great practical benefits for 
our lives. For example, the Scriptures teach us great patience 
in dealing with difficult times - and we know that difficult 
times come to preachers. In John 15:18, Jesus teaches us 
patience in dealing with hatred from the world - we can be 
comforted in knowing that the world hated Him first. In 
Philippians 3: I 0, we are told that our sufferings are like His -
we may share in His sufferings. Such passages provide great, 
practical comfort for those who are dealing with difficult 
times. As ifwe needed another reason to love the Word. 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 2 Our love 
for the word should motivate us to stay focused and diligent in 
the work of the Lord, as a mother is motivated and focused on 
caring for her children. 

2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society, 2001), 1 Co 15:58. 
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LOVE FOR TRUTH 
ZECHARIAH 8: 19 
RICK POPEJOY ('84) 

INTRODUCTION 

I love the theme of this series of lectures: Agape; and I 
love the topic assigned to me: Love for Truth. I wish to thank 
brother's J.J. Hendrix and Bob Stapleton; the Alumni 
Association; the elders here at Brown Trail as well as anyone 
else that had a hand in the invitation process. For far too long, 
far too many have allowed pride and doctrinal error to divide 
us 

No matter how you feel about it, at some point you 
must face the fact that the process of inquiry, of investigation, 
of understanding truth, in any form, is a heart issue. It is an 
affair of the heart and must always remain such. This is the 
lifeline of and the sustenance for the soul of man. This means 
that regardless of what is happening in your life, there can and 
there must be a strong thread of intimacy with and for the 
truth. Christianity, therefore is not just about being fire 
insurance, we love all facets of the truth. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE 

First, please note, that while love is the inevitable 
result of being born of God, it is not automatic or effortless! In 
American society we tend to think that love should be easy 
that if you have to work at it - it's not love. Such hogwash 
could only originate in places like Hollywood, Motown or 
Nashville. Learning to love is a process. This is seen in the 
fact that the older women are to teach the younger women to 
"love their husbands, to love their children" (Tit. 2:4). There is 
always room for growth in love. 

Our culture uses the word "love" in so many different 
ways: "I love pork chops, fried in bacon grease, smothered in 
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country gravy!" "I love the John Wayne movies!" "I love my 
children!" and we talk about "making love." We often think 
that love as some kind of sentimental, syrupy feeling that just 
oozes all over you when it happens. So we need to keep in 
mind the biblical definition of love. The Greeks had four 
words to describe different aspects of love. They used storge 
( cf. Rom. 12: 1 0a); to refer to domestic love and is based upon 
genetic ties, philia (cf. Rom. 12:l0b); to refer to the love of 
friendship and is based upon emotions, eros (not used but 
alluded to in the N.T.; cf. Heb. 13:4); to refer to romantic and 
sexual love and is based upon the glands, and agape (cf. Rom. 
12:9a); to refer to love that expresses general concern and 
commitment for another's well being and is based upon the 
will. A clear, concise definition of biblical-agape love would 
be as fo Hows: Agape love is a self-sacrificing, caring 
commitment that shows itself in seeking the highest good of 
the one loved (John 3:16; 13:34; Eph. 5:2, 25; 1 John 4:9-10). 

Therefore, biblical love, at its foundation is a 
commitment, and thus it may be and often is commanded. But 
it is not a commitment without emotion, but a caring 
commitment. Biblical love, then involves delight, as well as 
duty. Furthermore, this caring commitment is not just an 
mind-set, but an exploit; not just an attitude but an action. This 
action often require self sacrifice, seen supremely in Jesus' 
going to the cross (Phi. 2:5-11 ); seen also in the life of the 
apostle Paul (Phi. 2: 17); as well as the young preacher 
Timothy (Phi. 2:20-22); and the honorable Epaphroditus (Phi. 
2:25-30). The goal of this commitment is the highest good of 
the one that is loved. Thus biblical love allows for and even 
demands loving correction when needed (Mark 10:21). 

WHAT IS TRUTH? AND DOES IT MATTER? 

Love does not mean that we set aside the truth for the 
sake of unity. John was there when Jesus prayed that His 
disciples be one, that the world would know that the Father 
had sent Him (John 17:20-23). But he also heard Jesus pray, 
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"Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth" (John 17: 17). 
God is the source of truth (). Jesus himself was the 
embodiment of truth while here upon this globe (Jho. 14:6). 
Scripture given by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. I :20-21; Jho. 16:13) 
through the apostles is the embodiment of truth and the New 
Testament, the scheme of redemption through Christ. 

The word for "Truth" is aletheia which means 
"objectively, what is true in any matter under 
consideration ... also the sincerity of mind which is free from 
pretense, hypocrisy, falsehood, deceit." Being "of the truth" (I 
Jho. 3: 18-19). Being of the truth always implies a person's 
faithful participation in the gospel of Christ that lead to moral 
excellence and godliness. Moral excellence and godliness are 
always the natural offspring of truth (Eph. 4:17-25; 2 Pet. I :4-
11; 1 Jho. 2:4-6). 

LOVE FOR TRUTH 

It was John Locke who said, "To love truth for truth's 
sake is the ... seed-plot of all other virtues." There are three 
primary ways in which men come to an understanding of the 
truth. First, there is the Empirical Method. This method 
involves the five senses (Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:18-20). There are 
limitations to the Scientific Method which we simple do not 
have time and space to deal with at this time. The second 
method is the Evidential Method. This method involves 
drawing conclusions based upon the evidence (2 Cor. 5:7; 
Heb. 11:1; Isa. 1:18; 41:21). Luke would speak of the things 
he knew for certain by using this method of gaining 
knowledge (Lk. 1:1-4). The third and final method of 
acquiring truth is the Aristotelian Method. This method is used 
in Mathematics and logic. We know that 1 + 3=4 and 2+2=4, 
therefore 1 +3=2+2. 

God's Word is the supreme and final source and 
standard of truth (Ps. 119: 160). There is an objective body of 
spiritual truth, without which no person can learn how to 
please God (cf John 8:32; 17:17; Heb. 11 :6; Rom. 10:17; 2 
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Tim. 2:15). There is no trait more precious and important than 
the disposition to love the truth. The word of God is written to 
assist mankind in becoming "established in the present truth (2 
Pet. 1: 12). We should never allow anyone, anywhere, for any 
reason to hinder us in obeying truth (Gal. 5:7; 3:1). We must 
rightly divide or handle the truth aright (2 Tim. 2:15). On the 
other hand, we must not in any way hinder the truth (Rom. 
1: 18), withstand the truth (2 Tim. 3 :8), or turn away from it 
(Tit. 1 :14). These actions only invite disaster, destruction and 
death. 

The Bible is the only source of reliable truth because it 
is inspired of God. Inspiration is "It is literally a 'God­
breathed-out-into-man-to-man' process whereby God has: by 
Christ (Heb. 1: 1; 2:3), through the Holy Spirit (Jho. 14:26; 
16:13; 2 Pet. 1:20-21), spoken words to the apostles (1 Cor. 
2:13) and by the Spirit guided them in speaking (Acts 2:4) and 
writing (1 Cor. 14:37) His revelation without error." 

CONCLUSION 

Truth is such that when you love it, it will tend to 
respond by giving you of its wealth and assets (Jho. 8:32; 
17:17; Acts 20:32). It is a dangerous thing not to answer its 
call for affection (2 The. 2: 10-12). 

Do not sell the truth at any price (Pro. 23 :23) ! It cost 
something to live by the truth, but it costs even more to 
abandon the truth. Throughout history, many have paid the 
price for truth. Apostle, prophets and saints alike were 
imprisoned, tortured, and even slain because they stood for the 
truth (Mat. 23:34-39; Rev. 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; Acts 7:52). 
Nevertheless, the greatest example of one who paid the 
ultimate price for truth is Jesus Christ Himself. Do we love the 
truth enough to die for it? 
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LOVE FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
1 JOHN 4: 16-19 

GREGG KNIGHT ('77) 

As I go about with the effort to "present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus" (Col. 1 :28) I find myself thinking to 
myself, "If only they knew what I knew! Please give me a 
chance to speak to you of Christ' love and teaching." Have 
you ever had the same wish? We want all souls to come to 
know God's love, grace and truth (Jn. 3:16; Eph. 2:8-10, 3:19; 
John 8:32). If only they knew He provides the "abundant life" 
(Jn. 10: 10). Our desire is the same as of Paul's when he said of 
his countrymen, " ... my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is that they might be saved" (Rom. 10:2). Let us build 
upon this desire to impart faith in God to others. Let's go like 
the preacher that went to a business man's office to invite him 
to worship service. The man replied that he would give the 
preacher five Sundays to convince him to become a Christian. 
The man responded and was baptized on the fourth Sunday. 
The preacher wanted to know exactly what had convinced him 
to obey. He told how he was coming out of the building on the 
third Sunday, and how he helped a little old lady with a Bible 
in her right hand and a cane in her left hand to come down the 
steps safely. At the bottom step she turned to the man, looked 
him right in the eye and said, "Young man, are you a 
Christian? I hope you are because it is the greatest thing in 
the world." The man told the preacher, "That question and 
statement stunned me. I thought about it all week. I decided 
that I wanted what I saw in those little old ladies' eyes. I 
wanted what I heard in her voice. I wanted what I saw on her 
face. She had 92 years to prove her point and I wanted what 
she had lived for, for so many years." (Nathan Adams, "Jesus 
Our Source", Oldham Lane, Abilene, TX, 7-2-08). 

What is it that we have available to convert the world? 
Paul was commending Israel for having a zeal for God, but it 
was in vain due to their lack of "knowledge" (Romans I 0:2). 

10 



Can we not conclude that zeal with knowledge is a powerful 
tool? Yes, that is exactly the answer for we are "not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation ... " (Rom. 1: 16). We are commanded to "love God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength" (Mark 12:30), "love the 
brotherhood" (1 Peter 2: 17), love the brethren (John 13:35), to 
love the church (1 Jn. 3:14), to love "our enemies" (Matt. 
5:44). People need to see in us a genuine love for God and all 
that He supplies for us to have the Christian life (2 Peter 1 :3 ). 
Paul said, "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain" (Phil. 
1 :21). That must mean that life in Him is also gain. He also 
said "blessed are the dead who die . in the Lord from 
henceforth" (Rev. 14:13). One gets into Christ through 
"baptism" (Gal. 3:27), and we should continue to abide in His 
word (John 8:31; 1 John 1 :7). That means life in Christ is a 
great "reward" (Rev. 2: 10). Paul told Christian slaves in 
Colossae that ''whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord you shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for you serve the Lord 
Christ" (Col. 3:23-24). Yes, we have great reasons to love the 
Christian life. God has been kind to us (1 Cor. 13:4; 12), 
loving to us (1 Jn. 4:16), and gracious to us (1 Pet. 2:2-3). 
Since we have "tasted of the heavenly gift" (Heb. 6:5), we 
have much to offer the world. I challenge you further to know 
why we should love the Christian life! 

I love the Christian life because of WHAT HE HAS 
DONE FOR ME ALREADY. "For by grace have you been 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God" (Eph. 2:8). "Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ...and hope 
makes us not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us" (Rom. 
5: 1,5). God "is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day" (2 Tim. I: 12). When we have the mind, 
the attitude and the determination, nothing "will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
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Lord" (Rom. 8:39). We are able "to be steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). 
That gives me such strength of mind and purpose to know He 
is working in me. What joy it is to see all our labor is worth 
giving. We will never out give God. 

I love the Christian life because of WHAT HE 
CONTINUES TO DO FOR ME. Just look at Christ's promise 
that he "will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5) 
which also is found in the great commission: "Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 29:20). 
Jesus Christ is always there as our advocate ( 1 Jn. 2: 1 ), and 
mediator (1 Tim. 2:5), and our "way to escape" temptations (1 
Cor. 10:13). Having received God's mercy (1 Pet. 2:10), we 
are better men and women, a people who "abstained from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" (1 Pet. 2: 11 ). The 
grace of God has taught us how "we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world" (Titus 2:11-14). 
We are not left to "direct our own steps" (Jer. 10:23) for God 
"works in you both to will and to do His good pleasure" (Phil. 
2: 13). We are able to move forward because our God "shall 
supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus" (Phil. 4: 19). We are motivated by the love of Christ (2 
Cor. 5: 14) and that love causes our faith to be active (Gal. 5:6) 
and not dead (James 2:20). 

God provides me with a Christian family where I 
receive love (1 Jn. 4:11), correction (Gal. 6:1), and 
encouragement (Heb. 10:23-24). Just like John, I am able to 
rejoice when my fellow Christians are ''walking in truth" (2 
Jn. 5; 3 Jn. 3). I enjoy the fellowship with those who abide in 
the doctrine of Christ, (2 Jn. 9; Jn. 8:31). I am able to "bid 
God speed" to these faithful brethren, (2 Jn. 11 ). Because we 
are "members one of another" (Rom. 12:5), we have an 
association where each member contributes their spiritual gifts 
(vs. 6-8), affections (v. 10), diligence (v. 11), material 
blessings (v. 13), acceptance (v.16), and tolerance (v. 18) to 
the one body (v. 4, 5). Yes, it takes work to be in the family, 

12 



but look at all the benefits and blessings we have together 
when we add "preference" (12:10). May it be said of us as 
those in the first century: "And all that believed were together, 
and had all things common" (Acts 2:44). I pray that the Lord 
will never allow me to be in a situation where I would have to 
live without my Christian family. Yet, even then I believe He 
would provide the grace to enable me to learn that "when I am 
weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. 12:7-10). After all it is "not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to 
His mercy He saved us" (Titus 3 :5). When we completely trust 
in God and not depend on own self, we will then be able to 
truly love the Christian life. 

I love the Christian life because of WHAT I EXPECT 
HE WILL DO FOR ME. Who does not love the spiritual song 
we sing about "This World Is Not My Home"? John writes 
about the preparation God has made for his children's arrival 
to the "mansion" (Jn. 14: 1-2). That is what the faithful 
Christian has to look forward to, a home in heaven. John 
quickly informs us that Jesus "will come again to receive us; 
that where I am, there you may be also" (14:3). What a great 
promise to hold onto and cherish in our hearts and minds! Paul 
comforts us with truth about how Jesus will descend from 
Heaven in order to bring us into eternity (1 Thess. 4: 13-18). 
That is our great hope and our future. He told the Corinthian 
Christians "For we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. 
5:1). Our "citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3:20-21). That 
guarantee is for all those who "continue in the faith grounded 
and settled, and are not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel. .. " (Col. 1 :23). When we have exercised ourselves 
unto godliness, Paul says it is "profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come" (1 Tim. 4:7-8). Jesus' brother encourages us to "build 
up yourselves on your most holy faith ... keep yourselves in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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unto eternal life" (Jude 20-21). Picture in your mind our 
joyous Christ standing before "the presence of His glory" at 
the end ohime presenting us to Him as "faultless" (Jude 24; 
Col. I :28; I Jn. 2: 1-2), and as the "chaste bride of Christ" (2 
Cor. 11 :2). We are not fearful as those "others who have no 
hope" (1 Thess. 4: 13), because we have "called on the Father" 
(1 Pet. 1: 17). Just consider how Jesus could commit "Himself 
to Him that judges righteously" ( 1 Pet. 2:23), do you not think 
we may do the very same thing? One day hope will become 
reality and that is why we may love the Christian life. 

Our lesson concludes with this question. Do we know 
everything concerning the end of times, about what will 
happen and how it will happen? No, but remember how "the 
secret things belong to God; but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this law" (Deut. 29:29). We possess 
everything we need for this life to prepare for the next life (2 
Pet. 1 :3). It is up to us how we choose and obey! "Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for what so ever a man sows, 
that shall he also reap. For he that sows to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that sows to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 
6:7-9). 
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LOVE THE LOST 
LUKE 19:10 

SPENCER Ross ('08) 

INTRODUCTION 

My name is Spencer Ross and I was once lost. I was a 
sinner. I did not seek God for counsel, for forgiveness, nor for 
anything. I was unknowingly and in complete denial ofmy 
soul condition which was destined to be from the presence of 
God for eternity. However, through God's patience and the 
love of many Christians I was reconciled to God. Because 
someone loved me, the soul who was lost, I was taught the 
gospel. Because someone loved me, the sinner, I was baptized 
into Christ. Because someone loved me, an enemy of the 
cross, my eyes were enlightened to a whole new purpose in 
life. 

This topic fills me with many mixed emotions. I am 
extremely saddened when I accept the biblical truth that many 
people living and multitudes that have walked this earth are 
indeed lost. 2 Thessalonians 1 :7-9 " ... when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will 
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might." Vast 
numbers of people have not taken the time to utilized their 
"fearfully and wonderfully" (Psalm 13 9: 14) created minds to 
examine the "handiwork of God" (Psalm 19:1), and as a result 
do not kn.ow God. Furthermore, it truly breaks my heart to 
understand that so many souls have developed and obeyed a 
false plan of salvation which the "ignorant and unstable twist 
to their own destruction" (2 Pet. 3: 16). 

This topic overall thrills my heart. It is truly wonderful 
when a soul who was once lost is found by someone who 
loved them. Jesus' words express this thought best when he 
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said, ''Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10). God 
demonstrated his love for us when were lost3 and had 
compassion on us when we were like sheep without a 
shepherd.4 Christ-like disciples who have made the effort to 
love the lost like Christ did in coming to "seek and to save the 
lost" (Luke 19:10) have and will continue to "turn the world 
upside down" (Acts 1 7 :6). 

Because of Christians who have loved the lost, the 
kingdom of God has been spread all over the world (Col. 
1:23). Because of Christians who have loved the lost, people 
have been risen to a "newness of life" (Rom. 6:3-4). Because 
of Christians who have loved the lost, individuals have turned 
from being slaves of sin to slaves of righteousness (Rom. 
6: 17-18). Countless numbers of genuine tears have been shed 
on behalf of the lost and hearts have been transformed into 
boldness to get out of one's comfort zone to show someone 
the way of salvation. I love the lost! I want to love the lost 
more! I want to be moved to put that love into action and 
connect with other souls! Let me emphasize some more why I 
love and we should love the lost. 

BECAUSE I LOVE THE SCRIPTURES 

The "Author of life" (Acts 3:15) has given us God­
breathed Scriptures to guide us in teaching, reproving, 
correction, and training in righteousness. 5 The author of the 
Word knows our weaknesses and can sympathize with the lost 
and struggling saved. 6 I love the lost because the Scriptures 
teach that man can understand the principles of everything 
pertaining "to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1 :3). We have a God 
who has communicated with us through his Son. "Long ago, 

3 Romans 5:8 
4 Mark 6:34 
5 2 Tim. 3:16 
6 Heb. 4:15 
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at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world" (Heb. 1 :1-2). 

God can direct the steps of the lost through a dark and 
sin-stained world when one will follow the Scriptures. The 
lost does not have gamble when following the Scriptures as a 
valid source, because the Bible does in fact meet our deep 
spiritual needs. Time and time again through knowledge and 
life experience, the Word is a solid rock to lean upon. The 
Word produces a priceless confidence to one who was lost and 
has been found. Notice some of the powerful expressions 
found in the book of Hebrews: "For we have come to share in 
Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end" (Heb. 3: 14 ). "Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16). "Therefore, brothers, 
since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood 
of Jesus" (Heb. 10:19). "Therefore do not throw away your 
confidence, which has a great reward" (Heb. 10:35). 

I love the lost because I love the plan of salvation that 
is found in the Scriptures. God developed a scheme of 
redemption for the lost to hear7

, believe8
, confess9

, repent10
, be 

immersed 11
, and to live faithfully12

. The lost will be delivered 
from hell to clearly summarize why this plan makes me indeed 
love the lost. 

7 Rom.10:17 
8 Heb. 11:6 
9 Ac. 8:37 
10 Lk. 13:3 
11 

Ac. 2:38 
12 Rev. 2:10 
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BECAUSE I LOVE THE CHURCH 

We can evidently see God's wisdom is the institution 
of the church. Ephesians 3: 10 really bears forth this truth 
wherein it reads "so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places." Through study, 
experience, and observation I grow to love the church of 
Christ more and more each day. I am in awe of the divine 
organization and structure of the Lord's church. The 
autonomous congregations of the body of Christ are spread 
over the face of the earth and composed of elders, deacons, 
and saints (Phil. 1: 1 ). 

The lost are made up a body of people outside of 
Christ who have never been cleansed of their sins and added to 
the church. The lost are part of an organization which they 
themselves are head which is completely opposite to such 
passages as Proverbs 3:5. The lost have no solid standard of 
ethics and morality to follow. Despite all of this, I still love the 
lost because I love the church. I know the church provides the 
greatest support system in the world. The church goes beyond 
some community social club because it reaches into the 
emotional and spiritual makeup of the members. The members 
in church are commanded to "rejoice with those who rejoice, 
and weep with those who weep" (Rom. 12: 15). 

I love the lost because I love the members who make 
up the church. The church is made up entirely of people who 
were once lost and now are saved and striving to remain 
faithful. The church is composed of young and old members 
who were once lost. The church includes rich and poor 
members who were once lost. The church consists of white, 
black, Hispanic, and many other ethnicities who were once 
lost. The church is made up of educated and uneducated 
members who were once lost. I love the lost because I was 
once a lost person. 
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BECAUSE I LOVE HEAVEN 

I love the lost because I, a Christian, will love heaven 
one bright and cloudless morning. Heaven is the ultimate 
eternal destination of the faithful child of God as Jesus 
declared in Matthew 25:46. Heaven is described in terms for 
humanity to somewhat grasp their eternal abode. Because I 
comprehend that eternity has been put into my heart 13 and that 
Jesus went to prepare a place for me 14, I love the lost. I have 
one hand holding firm to the sure and steadfast anchor15 in 
heaven, and another hand trying to win a lost soul. 

I love the lost because I love the comfort that heaven 
promises. The lost and saved both shed many tears on this side 
of the grave. The lost and saved have to deal with death of our 
family members, friends, and others. The lost and saved have 
to deal with pain and suffering during our temporary period of 
life. However, the lost does not have the benefit of knowing 
one day "he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there by mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away" (Rev. 21 :4). 

Because I know heaven will be full of all God's 
children, I love the lost. I want the lost to be saved and to be 
there with me and the saints of old. The lost have such a 
morbid outlook on life; whereas, the Christian can "rejoice in 
hope" (Rom. 12:12) knowing they are saved16 and have an 
eternal destiny in heaven. 

CONCLUSION 

My name is Spencer Ross and I was once lost. I was a 
sinner. I did not seek God for counsel, for forgiveness, nor for 

13 Ecc. 3:11 
14 Jn. 14:2-3 
15 Heb. 6:19 
16 1 Jn. 5:13 
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anything. I was unknowingly and in complete denial of my 
soul condition which was destined to be from the presence of 
God for eternity. I need to remind myself often that I was once 
lost and am now found. 

I love my neighbor, enemy, and every lost person 
because they too were created in the "image of God" ( Gen. 
1:26). God was patient with me and is no doubt patience with 
the lost community in the world 17

. I love the lost because I 
love the Scriptures, the church, and the hope of heaven. It is 
my prayer we will lift high His royal banner and march on to 
Zion with sincere, confident, and evangelistic hearts. Father, 
help us to the love the lost as you love the lost! In Christ, 
Amen. 

17 2 Pet. 3:9 
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LOVE THE SAVED 
ERNIE CHRISTIE ('7 4) 

INTRODUCTION 

My assignment under the umbrella theme of "Agape: 
Love in Action" is "Love the Saved" which to my utter 
amazement just happens to be the best of the theme of all the 
assignments. It is my intention to develop my lesson by 
asking and answering five questions. The five questions are ... 
1. What is love? 
2. Who are the saved? 
3. Is there a commandment to love the saved? 
4. How are the saved to be loved? 
5. Why do I love the saved? 

Let us be governed by a gentle spirit of inquiry into 
how the Scriptures answer the first four questions. As to the 
fifth question it is my prayer that I can be clear and plain about 
why I love the saved. May God bless our study in regards to -
loving those who are saved. 

WHAT IS LOVE? 

Even though there are many different shades of 
meaning associated with the word love, I am limited in this 
presentation to agape love, and I will take my cue from the 
meaning of the word in the Greek language and from the 
Biblical texts in which the Greek word agape is used. 

Thayer indicates that agape involves "affection, good­
will, love and benevolence" (Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon, 
page 4). I would argue that agape involves all these elements 
to the highest degree. There is no greater love than agape 
love. For instance, consider 1 Corinthians 13:4-Sa. Agape 
suffers long, is kind, does not envy, does not parade itself, is 
not puffed up, does not behave itself rudely, does not seek its 
own, 1s not provoked, thinks no evil, does not rejoice in 
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iniquity, rejoices in the truth, bears all things, believes all 
things, endures all things, and never fails! 

Agape love is illustrated by God Himself in the giving 
of Jesus upon the cross (John 3:16) and by Jesus Himself in 
giving Himself for the church (Ephesians 5 :25). The Father 
and the Son are supreme examples of what it means to love 
like the meaning of the word agape signifies. 

WHO ARE THE SAVED? 

The answer to this question is not as difficult as it may 
seem. The Scriptures are quite plain in identifying the saved. 
In Acts 2:47 it is revealed that ''the Lord added to the church 
daily those who were being saved." The Lord who did the 
adding is the Lord who said "He that believes and is baptized 
will be saved" (Mark 16: 16). What was true then is true now! 
When people obey the gospel, they are added by the Lord to 
His church and thus enter into the ranks of the saved. 

IS THERE A COMMANDMENT TO LOVE THE 
SAVED? 

Yes, there is a command to love the saved, and it is 
repeated any number of times. Please give attention to the 
following passages. 
1. "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another" (John 13:34). 

2. "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you" (John 15:12). 

3. "These things I command you, that you love one another" 
(John 15:15). 

4. "Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he 
who loves another has fulfilled the law" (Romans 13 :8). 

5. "Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one 
another fervently with a pure heart" (1 Peter 1 :22). 

6. "Love the brotherhood" ( 1 Peter 2: 17). 
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7. "He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is 
no cause for stumbling in him" ( 1 John 2: 10). 

8. The one who does not love his brother is not of God (1 
John 3:10). 

9. "We know that we have passed from death to life, because 
we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother 
abides in death" (1 John 3:14). 

10. How does the love of God abide in the one who sees his 
brother in need and shuts up his heart from him ( 1 John 
3:17)? 

11. "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He 

who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In 
this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God 
has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another" (1 John 4:7-11). 

12. If someone says that he loves God and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

And this commandment we have from Him: that he who 
loves God must love his brother also (1 John 4:19-21). 

13. "Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 
and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him 
who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments" (1 John 5:1, 2). 

14. "And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a 
new commandment to you, but that which we have had 
from the beginning: that we love one another" (2 John 5). 

Yes, there is one command to love the saved, and it is 
repeated over and over throughout the Scriptures. God only 
has to say something one time for it to be true and right. 
When God tells us that we are to love one another and then the 
command is repeated any number of times, do you get the 
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feeling that the command to love one another 1s really 
important? 

HOW ARE THE SAVED TO BE LOVED? 

The Scriptures define how the saved are to be loved. 
Give serious consideration to the following passages. 
1. We are to love the saved by serving one another (Galatians 

5:13). 
2. We are to love the saved by forbearing one another 

(Ephesians 4:2). 
3. We are to love the saved by abounding in love one toward 

another ( 1 Thessalo nians 3: 12). 
4. We are to love the saved fervently (1 Peter 1 :22). 
5. We are to love the saved with a pure heart (1 Peter 1 :22). 
5. We are to love the saved like Christ loved us (John 13:34). 

WHY DO I LOVE THE SAVED (THE CHURCH)? 

This fifth question logically follows the first four 
questions. Why do I love the saved (the church)? I want to 
tell you why I love the saved (the church). 
1. I love the church because of the Christ (Ephesians 5:25). 
2. I love the church because of the companionship (1 John 

1: 1-4; Matthew 28:20). 
3. I love the church because of the commission (Matthew 

28:18-20). 
4. I love the church because of the comfort (2 Corinthians 

1 :3-7). 

CONCLUSION 

The admonition to love one another is clearly found in 
the Scriptures. May God help each ofus to love one another. 

The saved can be killed, but the saved cannot be 
exterminated. Therefore the saved will always be among us 

24 



(and hopefully we will be part of the saved). Note the 
following passages. 
1. The gates of hades cannot prevail against the church 

(Matthew 16:13 - 19). 
2. Christ will deliver the kingdom up to God ( 1 Corinthians 

15:24). 
3. We have received a kingdom which cannot be shaken 

(Hebrews 12:28). 
While the saved is a set with an ever growing number, 

there is enough love to go around! Agape love can never be 
used up. There is enough for me and for you. 

And love will hold us together 
Make us a shelter to weather the storm 

And I will be my brother's keeper 
So the whole world will know 

we are not alone 

Grace and peace to love the saved! 
After all we are brethren! 
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GOD'S LOVE IN CREATION AND 
REDEMPTION 

KENNY GARDNER ('79) 

If we can be certain of anything in this world, it is the 
fact that God loves us. Probably the best known passage in the 
Bible is John 3: 16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (KJV). John tells us twice 
in 1 John that "God is love" ( 1 John 4:8, 16). 

David was amazed that God cares for us at all. In 
Psalm 8:3-4 he wrote: "When I look at your heavens, the work 
of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of 
man that you care for him?" (ESV). The apostle John was 
likewise astonished by God's love: "Behold what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God!" (1 John 3: 1 NKJ). God has compassion on 
us just as a father has compassion on his children (Psalm 
103:13). "The Lord loves the righteous" (Psalm 146:8); he 
loves those who "pursue righteousness" (Proverbs 15:9); he 
loves his people with an "everlasting" love; and he draws 
them to him with loving-kindness (Jeremiah 31 :3). In Psalm 
39: 12 David described himself as God's "guest" (ESV) or 
"passing guest" (RSV, NRSV, Amp, MLB). The footnote in 
the Modem Language Bible states, "A guest in the Near East 
enjoyed childlike privileges-safety, food, and shelter. Such is 
the assurance of the godly." God's "loving-kindness is better 
than life" (Psalm 63:3). "The Lord will command his loving­
kindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with 
me" (Psalm 42:8, KJV). In other words, he "directs" (NIV), 
"sends" (HCSB), "pours out" {TLB) his love. 

Most know that "it repented the Lord that he had made 
man on the earth," but many overlook the fact that God was 
"grieved in his heart" because of the wickedness of the people 
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of Noah's day (Gen. 6:6). "His heart was filled with pain" 
(NIV); his heart was broken {TLB, NLT). 

Through the prophet Isaiah God spoke to the Jews of 
his great love for them, telling them that He could no more 
forget them or fail to show them compassion than a mother 
could forget her baby at her breast (Isaiah 49: 15). A mother 
will forget her nursing child before I will forget you, God 
assured his people. How could He forget them, as he had 
"engraved" them on the palms of His hands (v. 16). Similarly, 
God affirmed that his love for his people would never end; the 
mountains and hills may come to an end and be "removed," 
but his "kindness" (KJV), his "lovingkindness," his 
"steadfast" (ESV) and "unfailing" (NIV) love would never 
"depart" from them, since God had compassion on them 
{Isaiah 54:10). David said that even if his father and mother 
were to forsake him, God would not; He would "receive" him 
and "take care of' him (Psalm 27: I 0). God comforts us the 
way a mother comforts her child (Isa. 66:13). 
We all know that Solomon was wise, but few of us remember 
that Solomon had a second name: Jedidiah, which means 
"loved by the Lord." All of us are "Jedidiahs." 

In John 14 Jesus twice said that if a person loves him 
then the Father will love that individual. Of course, in this 
context, Christ stresses that those who love him will keep his 
commandments. Those who love Jesus will keep his 
commandments and God the Father will love that individual. 
Consider carefully the words of Jesus himself: 

"Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
him and manifest myself to him" (John 14:21, 
ESV). 

"If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him" (John 
14:23, ESV). 
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Think about it. If we love Jesus, we will keep his 
commandments, and both he and the Father will love us and 
they will make their home with us! 

The apostle Paul reminds us that God loved us even 
when we were sinners. When we were "weak," "ungodly," 
"sinners," and God's "enemies" (Rom. 5:6-10), God showed, 
demonstrated, commended, and proved his great love for us by 
sending Jesus to die for us. Furthermore, God's love "has been 
poured into our hearts" (v. 5). Paul also said that Christ's love 
for us "passes" or "surpasses knowledge" (Eph. 3: 19). His 
love "is too great to understand fully" (NL T), "greater than 
anyone can ever know" (NCV), and "too wonderful to be 
measured" (CEV). 

God's overwhelming love is also described in F. M. 
Lehman's lyrics to the song, "The Love of God": 

The love of God is greater far than tongue or 
pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to 
the lowest hell. ... 

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! How 
measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure, the saints' and 
angels' song. 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the 
skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every 
man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above, would drain 
the ocean dry. 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though 
stretched from sky to sky. 
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Augustine, the fifth century theologian, once said, "God loves 
each of us as if there were only one of us" (Augustine). It has 
also been said, "God loves us the way we are, but too much to 
leave us that way" (Leighton Ford). 

God's love for us seems infinite, and yet the Bible 
admonishes us to "keep" ourselves in or "remain" in the love 
of God (Jude 21). According to one paraphrase, Christians are 
to "stay always within the boundaries where God's love can 
reach and bless you" (Jude 21 TLB). Similarly, our Lord 
himself instructed his disciples to "continue" or "remain" or 
"abide" in his love (John 15:9). We are to "remain faithful" to 
his love (CEV). 
We remain in God's love by loving him and being obedient to 
him. 

How can we possibly reflect on God's love for us 
without being moved to love him in return. "We love him 
because he first loved us" (1 John 4: 19, KJV). "Love is from 
God" (v. 7), and "anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love" (v. 8). We can learn what love is 
by meditating on God's love for us-which is "real" love, 
according to one paraphrase: "This is what real love is: It is 
not our love for God; it is God's love for us in sending his Son 
to be the way to take away our sins" (1 John 4:10 NCV). Ifwe 
abide in love, then we abide in God and he abides in us (1 
John 4:16). 
The Israelites were commanded to love God. "You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might" (Deut. 6:5 ESV). Likewise, Moses 
instructed God's people: "And now, Israel, what does the Lord 
your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am 
commanding you today for your good?" (Deut. 10:12-13, 
ESV). Joshua exhorted Israel to ''take diligent heed" and to 
"take good heed" to love God (Jos. 22:5; 23:11 KJV). Our 
love for Jesus must exceed that of our love for our own 
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families: "Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37 ESV). Paul condemns us 
in the harshest language if we do not love the Lord: "If anyone 
has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed" (1 Cor. 16:22 
ESV). 
If we truly love God, then we will submit to him and his will. 
Notice the five similar statements made by Jesus in John 14 
and 15: 

"If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15 ESV). 

"Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me" (John 14:21 ESV). 

"If anyone loves me, he will keep my word" 
(John 14:23 ESV). 

"If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love" (John 15:10 ESV). 

"You are my friends if you do what I command 
you" (John 15:14 ESV). 

May we ever remind ourselves of God's great love us for us, 
and may we ever be dedicated to return that love and serve 
him faithfully and whole-heartedly all our lives. 
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GOD'S LOVE FOR MAN SHOWN IN 
CREATION 
JOE HANCOCK ('03) 

INTRODUCTION 

In the creation account of Genesis, chapters one and 
two, we are not told exactly why God created; only that He 
did. We 're told that He created in six days the earth its seas, 
the heavens, and all that inhabit them. We can know too, that 
God made man on the sixth day of creation. But beyond the 
understanding of "In the beginning God created", it is 
important for us to examine what God did with His creation 
and to contemplate the question, "What is it about the creation 
account that shows us the extent of God's love for mankind 
from the very beginning?" 

"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, The moon and the stars, which thou 
hast ordained; What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? ... " Psalm 8:3-4a 

THE CREATION OF MAN 

There is a most important statement made about the 
creation of man that is not made concerning any other creature 
in the creation account. 

"And God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. Genesis 1 :27 

God created man to be like Him. Truly, man must be 
then the most important of all creatures in God's creation. No 
other being was made in the likeness of God. But what does it 
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mean that God created man in His own image? To answer this 
question we turn our attention to the second chapter of 
Genesis. 

And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

Genesis 2:7 

Man was created first a body. God took the dust of the 
ground and used it to form the first man, Adam. But we also 
learn that man was not meant to be merely a physical being, 
for God breathed life into man's body and he became a "living 
soul". With this thought we are reminded that without the 
spirit (soul), the body is dead (Jms. 2:26). The physical body 
of man then, is the house, or abiding place of man's soul. So 
God created man in two elements, a body and a soul. Of these 
two elements then, which one is "in the image of God"? 
Surely it must be the soul, in that God is Spirit (Jn. 4:24) and 
not a physical being. The creation account of chapters one 
and two of Genesis then, tell us that man is the only creature 
to which God gave a soul, therefore, man is the only creature 
on this earth made in God's image. 

Since God created the soul of man to be in His image, 
there must be then, certain characteristics or attributes that are 
found in the spirit of God that are also found in the soul of 
man. Let's briefly examine the main characteristics of man's 
soul that can be considered to be in the image of God. 

1) The Mind: God gave man a mind that is capable of 
learning and understanding; of thought and 
processing information. The mind is the main 
attribute that makes man different from the animal 
kingdom. 

2) The Heart: God made man with the capacity for 
emotions. These emotions enable us to love, hate, 
reJ01ce, to feel sorrow and compass10n. 
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3) The Will: God, Himself, has the capacity of will to 
choose to do or not to do. God has placed in the 
soul of man the capacity for freedom of choice. 

4) The Conscience: It is the conscience that guides 
man in choosing his own paths in life and governs 
his actions. 

When considering the entirety of creation and man 
being the only creature with these attributes, in God's image, 
surely we can begin to understand God's love for us. 
Man's Placement in the Creation 

The first man was placed in a most unique 
environment. Unlike our present world, it must have been a 
place of peace and tranquility; a place of splendor unknown to 
men today. Genesis 2:8-25 describes an environment where, 
for a time, there could be perfect happiness. Let us examine 
the things that God provided in the Garden of Eden for man's 
happiness and well-being. 

Beyond daily contact with the natural surroundings of 
Eden, in which man was able to commune with the plants, 
animals and elements of nature, man was alone. God, in His 
wisdom, deemed that it 'was not good' for man to continue in 
this state, (Genesis 2: 18). Man was then given companionship. 

"And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and he slept; and he took one of 
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof: 
and the rib, which Jehovah God had taken from 
the man, made he a woman, and brought her 
unto the man." Genesis 2 :21-22 

Even though the relationship between Adam and Eve 
was more along the lines of a marriage, it also is evidence that 
God intended for man to be a social being and to be able to 
have interaction with others of like kind. 
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Another aspect of the environment of Eden that added 
to man's happiness was the opportunity to be productive; to 
work. 

"And Jehovah God took the man, and put him 
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep 
it. Genesis 2: 15 

Contrary with the opinions of some, work is not a bad 
word, and is not contrary to man's happiness; it is a vital part 
of it. Work was given man to do in the garden before sin took 
place there, so it is not even a punishment for bad behavior. 
The ability to work effectively and make a productive 
contribution is a major component of "self-esteem". Along the 
same lines, another basic principle of man's nature as beings 
created in God's image is the ability to 'give'. Man was 
created to be a giving and productive being. Oftentimes it is 
through our labors that we are able to gain what may be shared 
with others. 

Another blessing given to man in the garden was 
God's law. There was a stark difference in the attitudes and 
disposition of Adam and Eve before and after their sin. 

Before their sin: 

After their sin: 

And they were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed. 

Genesis 2:25 

So he (Adam) said, "I heard Your voice 
in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself." Genesis 3: 10 

Breaking God's law led to fear of God, a guilty 
conscience, blame and excuses, doubt, and exile, none of 
which were present as long as man was obedient to God's 
will. 
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Limitations and governance is as essential in the moral 
realm as it is in the physical realm. Contrary to modern 
philosophical teachings, discipline, control and boundaries are 
good. God's law is good. It is a vital part of what makes our 
highest happiness possible. Man is severely limited in the area 
of leading himself in the way that is best for his own sake. The 
prophet Jeremiah said it in this manner: 

0 Jehovah, I know that the way of man 
is not in himself: It is not in man that 

walketh to direct his steps. 
Jeremiah 10:23 

In fact, the Bible tells us that there was a time in 
Israel's history when there was no king in Israel and 
"everyone did what was right in his own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 
21 :25). Without regulations, rules, guidelines and the like, 
there can only be chaos. God was gracious in giving man His 
laws to guide him toward real and true happiness. 

Last but certainly not least in our discussion of God's 
blessings in the garden for man's happiness is fellowship with 
God. He had given to man a sense of logic (Gen. 2:20), 
language (Gen. 2:23), and a sense of awareness (Gen. 2:23, 
25). Unlike the animals and the rest of creation, man was 
given the mental capacities to be aware of and communicate 
with God. This direct fellowship and communication with God 
enabled man to have the close relationship with God that no 
other created thing or being was able to have. Although the sin 
of Adam and Eve destroyed the kind of direct fellowship with 
God that man originally had, God has enabled man to have 
fellowship with Him through the sacrifice of Jesus, His Son. 

"That which was from the beginning, 
that which we have heard, 

that which we have seen with our eyes, 
that which we beheld, and 
our hands handled, concerning the Word 
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of life (and the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear 
witness, and declare 
unto you the life, the eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and 
was manifested unto us); that which we 
have seen and heard 
declare we unto you also, that ye also 
may have fellowship with 
us: yea, and our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ: and these things we write, 
that our joy may be made 
full." 1 John 1: 1-4 

GOD'S LOVE FOR MAN ... BEFORE THE CREATION 

In the beginning of this writing, a question was put 
forth; "What is it about the 
creation account that shows us the extent of God's love for 
mankind from the very 
beginning?" It has been the purpose of this writing to answer 
that question through Bible Scripture, through knowledge and 
through logic. Surely we can tell from the Scriptures that God 
has loved man from the beginning. Logically, knowing that 
man has an eternal soul, that he has been created in the image 
of God, that he has been given dominance on earth over all 
other created things that occupy the earth, and that he has been 
provided access to life's necessities for happiness, we can 
understand a measure of God's love and providence for man 
that has existed from the beginning. But there is another way 
that we can know of God's love for mankind. The Scriptures 
tell us that God loved man and was providing for him, even 
before the beginning of the creation event. Let's notice a few 
of the passages that validate this. 
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"Be not ashamed therefore of the 
his prisoner: but suffer hardship with the 
gospel according to the power of God; 
who saved us, and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before times eternal," 2 Timothy 1 :8-9 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ: even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and 
without blemish before him in love:" 

Ephesians 1 :3-4 

"knowing that ye were redeemed, not 
with corruptible things, with silver or 
gold, from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers; but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb 
without spot, even the blood of Christ: 
who was foreknown indeed before the 
foundation of the world, but was 
manifested at the end of times for your 
sake," 1 Peter 1: 18-20 

"Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world:" 

Matthew 25 :34 
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"The beast that thou sawest was, and is 
not; and is about to come up out of the 
abyss, and to go into perdition. And 
they that dwell on the earth shall 
wonder, they whose name hath not been 
written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world, when they 
beho Id the beast, how that he was, and 
is not, and shall come." Revelation 17:8 

These are but a few of the many passages in Scripture 
that validate many things that were taking place in the mind of 
God before the creation event. 1) God was planning to 
manifest Himself through Christ; 2) God had decreed a 
remedy for man's sins before the creation and the 'fall' of 
man; 3) He was planning to reveal the kingdom of heaven to 
men; 4) He was preparing that kingdom for future occupants; 
all before ''the foundation of the world". 5) Not only that, but 
God was planning to reveal to men all of these truths and 
more, as He determined "the fullness of times". Ask yourself, 
"Why"? Perhaps that answer has been best stated in the 
following two verses from the apostle Paul. 

"But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." 

Romans 5:8 

"For I am persuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Romans 8:38-39 
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What a wonderful and loving God we serve who has 
provided all we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1 :3), 
because He loves us and desires fellowship with us, to the 
extent that He has prepared the way in which we might be able 
to spend all of eternity with Him. He didn't have to ... but He 
did. Know dear reader, that God does love you! 

"Let not your heart be troubled: 
believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father's house are many mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also. And whither I go, ye know the 
way." John 14:1-4 
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OUR LOVE FOR GOD 
MA1THEW 22:36·38 

EDDIE PARRISH ('90) 

INTRODUCTION 

It was Elizabeth Barrett Browning who penned the 
famous poem that begins, "How do I love thee? Let me count 
the ways." The poem consists of the verbal expressions of one 
who has taken considerable time to contemplate the depth of 
her love for another. The Christian would do well to meditate 
frequently on his love for Almighty God. This self-evaluation 
would go a long way in helping to identify weaknesses and 
shortcomings. It is the purpose of this treatise to consider the 
Christian's love for God. 

IT ST ARTS WITH GOD'S LOVE FOR US 

While it is not the main purpose of this treatise to 
address God's love for us, one cannot do justice to my 
assignment without at least mentioning it. If it were not for 
God's love for us, there would be no impetus for us to love 
Him. The psalmist wrote, "I love the Lord, because He has 
heard my voice and my supplications. Because He has 
inclined His ear to me, therefore, I will call upon Him as long 
as I live" (Psa. 116:1-2). John put it simply, "We love Him 
because He first loved us" (1 John 4: 19). 

When one considers all that God has done for the 
human race, up to and certainly including the sacrifice of His 
Son, what response would be more appropriate than to love 
God with all of one's being? 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 

The Pharisees approached Jesus, as they often did, 
with a question that they hoped would trap Him in His words. 
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"Teacher," they asked, "which is the great commandment in 
the law?" (Matt. 22:36). Without hesitation Jesus retorted, 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great 
commandment" (Matt. 22:37-38). 

By calling this the "first" and "great" commandment, 
Jesus focused attention on the primacy of showing proper love 
to God. He was not implying, as some have averred, that as 
long as one feels an affinity for God, he need not concern 
himself with the minutiae of the Law's requirements. To the 
contrary, He taught that if one had the kind of love for God 
that he should, he would meet all the other requirements of the 
Law. We will note momentarily that under the New Testament 
the same principle applies. 

HOW OUR LOVE FOR GOD IS MEASURED 

True love is not a mere emotion. True love is a 
decision. True love is a deliberate act of the will. That being 
so, the Bible gives us the measuring sticks by which we can 
determine whether or not our love for God is genuine. 

Our love for God is measured by how much we love 
each other. "But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his 
brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the 
love of God abide in him?" (1 John 3:17). "If someone says, 'I 
love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 
whom he has not seen?" (1 John 4:20). "Whoever believes that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 
Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By 
this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and keep His commandments" (1 John 5:1-2). A 
Christian can claim loudly and proudly that he loves God, but 
if his actions toward other Christians do not show that he 
seeks their well-being, then he really doesn't love God like he 
thinks he does. 
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Our love for God is measured by how much we hate 
sin. "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (I 
John 2:15). Again, a Christian can claim to love God, but if 
that Christian is enamored with the things of this world, then 
he really doesn't love God like he thinks he does. The 
exhortation of Psalm 97: 10 is simple, but profound in its 
application: "You who love the Lord, hate evil!" 

Our love for God is measured by whether or not we 
obey God. "But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of 
God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him" 
(1 John 2:5). "For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome" (1 John 5:3). Here is where many who profess to 
love God prove that they really do not. 

I recall studying the Bible with a man who simply 
would not accept that he needed to be baptized in order to 
have his sins washed away by the blood of Jesus. We turned 
and read John 14:15, "If you love Me, keep My 
commandments." The professed his belief in what Jesus said 
there. But when we coupled that passage with Mark 16:16, 
which clearly indicates the Lord's desire that people be 
baptized to be saved, he balked. I posed this question to him, 
"If Jesus wants you to be baptized and you refuse, then 
according to John 14:15, you really don't love Jesus, do you?" 
His response was that he could still love Jesus without 
obeying the command to be baptized. In truth, that is 
impossible. Our love for God is measured by whether or not 
we obey God. Ifwe don't obey Him, we don't love Him. 

BLESSINGS OF LOVING GOD 

Those who love God are known by God. "But if anyone 
loves God, this one is known by Him" (1 Cor. 8:3). People 
generally take pride in being known by famous or important 
people. What could one want more than to be known by the 

42 



God of creation? That special relationship belongs only to 
those who truly love God. 

Those who love God are preserved by God. "The Lord 
preserves all who love Him, but all the wicked He will 
destroy" (Psa. 145 :20). Living in a wicked world can bring 
into one's life no small of amount of uncertainty. But when 
one truly loves God, as evidenced by the above characteristics, 
one can trust in the protective care of the Almighty. 

Those who love God are delivered and honored by 
God. "Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will 
deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has known My 
name. He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be 
with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him. With 
long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation" (Psa. 
91:14-16). 

Those who love God are the recipients of special 
mercies from God "Therefore know that the Lord your God, 
He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for 
a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments" (Deut. 7:9; cf Exo. 20:6). 
Those who love God are the recipients of special providence. 
"And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose" (Rom. 8:28). 

CONCLUSION 

C.S. Lewis wrote, "On the whole, God's love for us is 
a much safer subject to think about than our love for him." 18 I 
believe that's true. To meditate on all the expressions of God's 
love for me is a pleasant way to spend any amount of time. 
But to reflect on my expressions of love for Him is not nearly 
as pleasant. But it is good exercise, nonetheless. It is through 
such self-evaluation that I come to see the areas of my life that 

18 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 
1943), p. 117. 
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need the most attention. May we all devote some time each 
day to a consideration of God's love for us and our love for 
Him. 
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Goo's LOVE FOR Us IN THE SCHEME 
OF REDEMPTION 
EPHESIANS 1 :7-1 019 
TOBY SOECHTING ('93) 

INTRODUCTION 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace 8 which He made to abound 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having 
made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He 
purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation 
of the fullness of the times He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth-in Him. 

Ephesians 1:7-10 

The subject of "God's Love For Us In The Scheme Of 
Redemption" is on one hand, as simple as answering a 
question like, "Can I be saved?" but on the other hand, it is a 
subject as complex as the infinite, eternal, and triune nature of 
the God of heaven. Our subject invo Ives an even still more 
complicated question, "Why does God offer salvation to me?" 
Knowing all He knows about me and the totality of mankind, 
why does He offer us salvation through highest price of Jesus 
Christ? We join David with the sentiment, "Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it" (Psa. 
139:6). However, we can attain unto what the Scriptures 
reveal about our God, His love, and His will for mankind. The 
short answer to the question "why" is because God loved, and 

19 All Scripture references are taken from the New King James 
Version unless otherwise noted. 
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loves us, for He is love (1 Jn. 4:7-8). The scheme of 
redemption reveals God's love for us as an --

ETERNAL LOVE 

The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: 

"Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have 
drawn you. 

Jeremiah 31 :3 

God Himself is eternal (Isa. 40:28; Rom. 16:26; 1 Tim. 
1: 17) while mankind clearly is not (Gen. 1 :26; 1 Cor. 15:53). 
Were it not for God's eternal love for man, there would be no 
story to tell, or anyone to hear it told. God, in all His 
perfection and love (1 Jn. 4:8) chose not only to create us, but 
in addition, He willed to love us even with omniscient 
knowledge of our future and frequent transgressions against 
Him. "Accordingly, he has known from times eternal, that he 
would create man, that man would fall, and that a way of 
redemption would be provided. As difficult as that may be to 
comprehend, it is a fact. "20 

With the Bible in hand, we have the luxury of standing 
in the twenty-first century with inspired commentary into the 
mind of God as we look back to the cross of Jesus Christ, and 
beyond even to the moment of man's creation by God. 
Despite His knowledge of the certainty of our fall, and the 
high price our redemption would require (Jn. 3:16-17; Rom. 
3 :24) God eternally purposed (Eph. 3: 10-11; 2 Tim. I :9) to 
create us, and to love us enough to save us from sin ( and 
ourselves) as well. 

2° Christian Courier. Wayne Jackson. 5 July 2012 
<http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/960-gods-great-plan-in­
perpetuity> 
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"just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love, having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, by which He made us accepted in 
the Beloved." - Ephesians 1 :4-6 

EFFECTUAL LOVE 

... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God 
had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present 
time His righteousness, that He might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. (Rom. 3:23-26) 

Our English word "redemption" is translated from the 
Greek word apolutrosis meaning, "a. to redeem one by paying 
the price, b. to let one go free on receiving the price, a 
releasing effected by payment of ransom. "21 God's "scheme 
of redemption" is a plan, but possession of a plan does not 
assure acquisition of the goal. If the plan being followed is 
wrong, the desired goal will not be achieved. The religious 
realm abounds with all varieties of "plans" for man's 
salvation, and anytime those plans are wrong (not according to 

21 Thayer Joseph, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 1977) 65. 
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God's will), they are ineffectual, redemption is frustrated, the 
ransom or wage ( death) remains, and the consequences are 
eternally gruesome. The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23) 
and the accumulation of sin makes one a "slave of sin" (Jn. 
8:34; Rom. 6:16), but God's scheme of redemption reveals the 
effectual nature of His love toward us, even when we were 
sinners (Rom. 5 :8). Paul pictured this aspect of God's 
effectual love in the scheme of redemption with the inspired 
words, 

Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. For I 
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ro 8:37-39) 

EXPLAINED LOVE 

There is much that may be learned about God from the 
physical creation (Rom. 1: 18-20), but little if anything can be 
inferred (from creation) regarding our spiritual condition, or 
how to change it for better. I believe the aesthetics of the 
physical creation reveal something of God's love for us, and 
ought to provide intelligent beings with some form of 
motivation, but without more detailed guidance from God, we 
would be left to rely solely on our own devises and 
intelligence, and the Bible pictures a person in such a state as 
"separated from God" by sin, (Isa. 59: 1,2) and as being 
spiritually "lost" or "in darkness" (Jer. 10:23; Col. 1:13). If 
God did not love us enough to explain to us what we must do 
to be saved, or the things that will "perfect" us (2 Tim. 3: 16-
17) as well as all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 
Pet. 1 :3) we could have no hope of salvation or of ever 
walking in the light (1 Jn. 1 :7-8). 
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The terminology "Scheme Of Redemption" or "Plan 
Of Salvation" is not stated verbatim in the Bible, but the idea 
of a "scheme of redemption" or "plan of salvation" is pictured 
frequently and precisely. For example, Jesus spoke of the 
"way" leading to eternal life, (Mt. 7: 13-14) and even identified 
Himself as being "the way" (Jn. 14:6). Paul and Silas 
proclaimed "the way of salvation" (Acts 16: 17) at Philippi, 
and Peter, in graphic language warned that the soul drifting 
away from ''the way of righteousness" is like when "a dog 
returns to his own vomit" (2 Pet. 2:20, 22). 

If • God has heaven as a reward, and hell as a 
punishment in store for mankind, and He expects any 
particular type of behavior (i.e. walk in a certain way) from 
man in order that man might obtain (heaven) and avoid (hell), 
then God is obligated by His nature to make revelation of that 
plan or way. Thanks be to God that He loved us enough to 
make revelation or explanation of His will through the Holy 
Spirit and inspiration. The Bible contains various forms of 
inspired literature (e.g. poetry, prophecy, epistles, etc.), each 
recorded as the result of verbal plenary inspiration, with each 
contributing to, or independently revealing just exactly what 
God wants us to do in order to be saved, and stay saved, along 
with more than sufficient explanation as to "why" God wants 
salvation for us as well. The Bible is a guide book to heaven, 
and reveals how the glory of God, and the salvation of man are 
obtained in and through the person Jesus Christ. The loving 
explanation is appreciated. Without it we would have no hope 
of cleansing our way (Psa. 119:9). 

CONCLUSION 

"In this the love of God was manifested toward 
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son 
into the world that we might live through Him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 
God loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." - 1 John 4:9-10 
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God's grand scheme of redemption is the crowning 
exemplification of His love for man. We do well to appreciate 
its apparent implications, and meditate upon it deeply as we 
each draw nearer to our appointment with the end of our life 
(Heb. 9:27). As we do so, in light of the cross of Calvary, and 
the power displayed in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
perhaps the question best asked and answered is not "Why 
does God love us?" for indeed He does with what His scheme 
of redemption reveals is an eternal, effectual, and explained 
love! The question we should be asking is, "In light of the 
love of God revealed through His scheme of redemption, will 
we love Him in return?" (Jn. 14:14; 15:15; 1 Jn. 5:3). 
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LOVE IN ACTION 
1 CORINTHIANS 13: 1-3 

ROBERT STAPLET'ON (DIRECTOR, 2003-CURRENT) 

INTRODUCTION 

I suppose it could be said that love has been a major 
topic of interest in nearly all, if not every generation since the 
creation of the world. Often times, though, it is misunderstood. 
Love should be genuine, fervent and from a pure heart, as is 
seen in the words of the Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 1 :22, "Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently." 
As Christians, it is proper that we learn all that we can about 
love, and how to put it into practice in our lives. Until we do 
so, we will never reach the goal that is set before us in this 
area. It is imperative that we understand that love, like so 
many other things in life, is of no value if not put into action. 

As we turn to the New Testament, it is interesting to 
see the stress put upon love therein. Amazingly, some form of 
the word love is found in 26 of the 27 New Testament books. 
The only New Testament book where it is omitted is the Book 
of Acts, where we find it permeated with the concept of love, 
and the application of it. 

The Bible teaches that love is the "glue," or the 
"cement" that binds and bonds members of the body together. 
The Apostle Paul was very clear concerning this as he wrote to 
the church at Colossae, not long after the middle of the first 
century (Colossians 2:12; 3:14). 
When an accurate consideration of this subject is conducted, it 
is easily seen that without love, gifts and talents are worthless. 
The Apostle Paul's "great love chapter" reveals this to be true 
as is seen in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. It can easily be seen that 
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what makes love so important is the application of it in our 
lives, which is what we want to examine with this lesson. 

THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF LOVE/CHARITY AS BEING 
THE "GREATEST" AMONG FAITH, HOPE AND 

LOVE - 1 CORINTHIANS 13:13 

With this passage before us, we see that love is looked 
upon as the most desirable gift that one can either give or 
receive, yet there are few subjects in which more confusion 
exists than the subject of love is. Over the years, love has 
been given as the basis of the breakup of marriages. We hear it 
said, "I love someone else". Sometimes people use love as the 
reason they commit crime. For example, the person who says, 
"I wanted to give my children this, that or the other and could 
not afford it, so because I loved them, I stole to give them 
what they wanted". On occasion love is used as a reason for 
ignoring civil law, while on other occasions it is used as a 
foundation for ignoring God's commands. Numerous times 
over the past several years I have heard someone say 
something like, "We need to love rather than demand 
obedience". Humanist Joseph Fletcher, most noted for his 
having founded the theory of situation ethics in the l 960's, 
used his own "Law of Love" as the rule of thumb for his life. 

Confusion in both the secular and religious worlds 
indicates a need for instruction on the subject, especially when 
it comes to how love is to actually be carried out. 

"GOD IS LOVE" - 1 John 4:8 

Since God is the epitome of love, the literal source of 
it, we should be able to obtain instruction on this subject by 
observing what He has done and what He has said about 
Himself. If it can be truthfully said that the Bible has love as 
its theme, we can learn how to give, receive, and understand 
love, as we learn how it is to be acted upon. 
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Without fear of equivocation, it can truthfully be said that the 
Bible is the ideal textbook on the subject of love. Although the 
word may not be found on every page, there are few pages 
where we do not see a manifestation of God's love for His 
creation. The "problem" is its instruction may not be what 
some want to hear or accept, because love prompts man not to 
disobey God, not to ignore God's Law, but to obey Him and 
respect Him in all that we do in this life. 

WHAT HAS LOVE MOTIVATED GOD TO DO? 

Love, as manifested by God, eventuated in God's 
giving of His "only begotten son" in order to provide man with 
the opportunity of salvation (John 3:16). When we look at the 
Bible, we see that His love and mercy are the motivating 
factors in the expression of His grace (Titus 2:11, 12; 3:4, 5). 
The reality is if God did not love man as He did, then He 
would not have gone to the lengths that He went in order to 
provide an avenue of salvation. 

Although we may not appreciate it, it is God's love that 
motivates Him to "chasten" us just as it is the love of the 
earthly father that causes him to chasten his children (Hebrews 
12:5-10). Knowing man's weaknesses and Satan's "devices," 
God's love causes Him to warn us of every impending spiritual 
danger (1 Corinthians 9:27-10:12; Acts 20:28-32). Can you 
imagine the condition we would find ourselves if God did not 
do this? Constantly having man's best interests at heart, God's 
love moves Him to rebuke and provoke us to greater service in 
His kingdom (2 Timothy 4:1-4; Isaiah 1 :2-20; Amos 5:10-27). 

God's love sought the way by which He could redeem 
us from servitude to Satan, to forgive us of our sins and 
transgressions (Romans 4:23-26; 5:5-9; 6:16-18; I Peter 1:18-
25). His love reveals to us the things that He hates (Proverbs 
6:16-19; Romans 1 :20-32; Ephesians 5:3-12; Colossians 3:5-
9). His love reveals to us the way to eternal life that we could 
not find without His revelation (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 
16:25; Matthew 7:13, 14). 
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WHAT WILL OUR LOVE FOR OTHERS CAUSE US 
TODO? 

Recognizing that love does not exist in a vacuum, we 
seek to examine how it should be made manifest in our lives. 
As already considered, God loved and gave the greatest "gift" 
ever given. Jesus also loved and gave himself willingly that 
we might have life through His shed blood. We may claim to 
love those about us. However, the true test of our love for God 
and others will be seen in what we give, instead of just a 
verbal confession of such love (2 Corinthians 8: 1-8; Matthew 
25:31-46). 

God's love and grace provides a "way to escape." 
Turning to ourselves, we are now challenged to reveal to the 
lost that grace as revealed in the gospel (Titus 2:11, 12), which 
includes the conditions of salvation (Mark 16: 15, 16). Love is 
expressed in no more noble way than when we love our 
brethren enough to "chasten" or discipline those who have 
fallen away (1 Thessalonians 5:14; I Corinthians 5:5). As we 
seek to express our love, we do so by warning others of the 
impending dangers on the road to eternity (Ezekiel 33:7-9; 
Galatians 2: 11-14; Luke 22:31-34 ). 

If we "love one another" as we should, we will 
"provoke one another to love and good works" (Hebrews 
10:24, 25). If we love others as God loves us, we will guide 
them in the way of righteousness by our lives and by our 
words (Philippians 1:12-18; 2 Corinthians 3:1-4; 1 Corinthians 
11: 1 ). Our love for our brethren in Christ will cause us to be 
patient with them and willing to forgive others, as we would 
have them forgive us (Luke 6:31; Colossians 3: 12-15). 

CONCLUSION 

Man's definition of love may not harmonize with 
God's, so let us be careful to not only love in word, but also in 
deed and truth (I John 3: 18). It will be by this love for God 
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and His commandments that we will know that we are His 
children (I John 5:2). 

55 



LOVING THE DIFFICULT 
MA1THEW 5:43-47 

KENNET'H CEBRUN (' 10) 

INTRODUCTION 

1. There is no greater call than the call for us to love God and 
each other. 

a) The commandment to love is the supreme of all of God's 
law - Matthew 22:37-40. 

b) The commandment to love encompasses all other laws -
Romans 13:10. 

c) Without love all else is vain: 
1 Corinthians 13: 1-3 Though I speak with the tongues of 

men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 

cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge; and though I have al/faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 

am nothing. And though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 

be burned, and have not charity, 
it profiteth me nothing. 

d) Without love, there is no true relationship with God: 
1 John 4: 7-8 Beloved, let us love one another: for love 

is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not 

knoweth not God; for God is love. 

e) Indeed, love is the identification mark of Christ's 
disciples: 

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
2. Yet, Christ pushes the issue a little further. 
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3. He reminds us that even those considered as the worst 
among men can love those easy 

to love. Even the worst of men can love those who love 
them; those who treat them kindly; those who do things 
the way they think things should be done; those who 
benefit them: 
Matthew 5:46-47 FoOr if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others? do not even the publicans so? 

4. Jesus commands us to love those not so easy to love - the 
difficult. 
5. It is a call to love those: 

- Who would do us wrong even harm us. 
- Who would make our lives miserable. 
- Who would speak ill of us. 
- Who would try our patience with complaints and 

murmuring, 
- Whose harsh, careless words and deeds have cut our 

hearts 
-Who are quick to criticize and slow to encourage. 

- Who are eager to argue and slow to compromise. 
- Who must always be the center of attention 
- Who insist on always having their way. 
- Who are lazy; indifferent, weak and wayward. 
- The one who would slam the door in our face; tell us to 

get lost. 
6. Loving the difficult is perhaps one of the greatest test of 
genuine love and of sincere religion. 

LOVING THE DIFFICULT: A DISCUSSION 

I. Is A Great Challenge 
A. Certainly it is a great challenge to love the difficult. 
B. For of such we are called: 

1) To desire their good; render them kindness: 
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Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 

use you, and persecute you; 

Romans 12:21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 

1 Peter 3:9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should 

inherit a blessing. 

2) To refuse to retaliate especially when the wrong is 
toward us 

Matthew 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: 
but whosoever shall smite thee on 

thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

1 Peter 2:23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he threatened 

not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously: 

3) To forbear long with one another: 
1 Corinthians 13: 4 Charity suffereth long, and is 

kind .... 

Ephesians 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

C. In facing this challenge we do well to remember that: 
1) We have not been called to a life of ease but instead we 
are called to a life of sacrifice 
Amos 6: 1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion .... 
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Romans 12: 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service. 

2) Ours is not a road well-traveled: 
Matthew 7: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 

the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it. 

3) We are supposed to be a transformed people: 
Romans 12: 2A nd be not conformed to this world: but be 

ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God 

4) We are supposed to be a peculiar people: 
Titus 2: 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 

5) God has equipped us for every work: 
2 Corinthians 9: 8 And God is able to make all grace 

abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 

good work: 

2 Timothy 3: 16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.O 
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Heb 13:20-21 Make you perfect in every good work to 
do his will, worldng in you that 

which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

5) We must rely on God's strength and not our own: 
Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto 

them, With men this is impossible; 
but with God all things are possible. 

1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he 

that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

6) God loves the difficult and considers everyone important: 
John 3: 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

1 Timothy 2: 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

7) We are not exactly always easy to love ourselves. 

D. In facing this challenge, we do well to remember that it is 
not a call to be spinelessly tolerant of evil-consider: 

a) A loving God does not tolerate wickedness / 
disobedience. 

1. God destroyed all outside of the ark with a great 
flood- Genesis 7. 

2. God destroyed the disobedient sons of Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu - Leviticus 10. 
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3. God punished the apple of His eye, Israel: 
Deuteronomy 32:9-10 For the LORD'S portion is his 

people; Jacob is the lot of his 
inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the 

waste howling wilderness; he led 
him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple 

of his eye. 

b) Jesus did not tolerate the evil and hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees: 
Matthew 21:12-13 And Jesus went into the temple of 

God, and cast out all them that sold 
and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 

moneychangers, and the seats of 
them that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, 

My house shall be called the house 
of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

1. Do these words sound like they come from one who 
is spineless? 

Matthew 23:33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

c) We are called to hate/resist evil - Proverbs 8: 13; 
Romans 12:9; James 4:7 

d) We are called to put evil out from among us: 
1 Corinthians 5: 13 But them that are without God 

judgeth. Therefore put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person. 

2 Thessalonians3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the 

tradition which he received of us. 

e) We are called to speak I defend the truth: 
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Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was 

needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

Ephians 4: 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the 
head, even Christ: 

OFFERS A GREAT REWARD 

A. As God's goodness leads us to repentance; our goodness 
may impact the difficult: 
Romans 2: 4 Or despises! thou the riches of his goodness 
and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Romans 12:20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head 

B. At the least, it may diffuse some situations 
Proverbs 15: 1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but 

grievous words stir up anger. 
Proverbs 25: 15By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, 
and a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

C. Keep us from being bitter and sour attitudes towards each 
other: 
Ephesians 4: 31-32 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 

and clamour, and evil speaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

D. Keep us from being frustrated/ agitated with life 
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E. Enable us to have a good conscious toward God and men: 
Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always 

a conscience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men. 

F. You reap what you sow: 

Galatians 6: 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

G. Cause men to glorify God : 
Matthew 5: 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 

CONCLUSION 

1. We do well to remember the supremacy of love. 
2. It is easy to love the lovable but what about the difficult? 
3. Let us embrace the challenge ofloving the difficult. 
4. Let us remember the good that comes from loving the 
difficult. 
5. How are you responding to God's love? Are you being 

difficult? 
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LOVE FOR CHRIST 
JIM DUBCAK ('95) 

Love for Christ: Christ showed his love for us, how do we 
show our love for Him? Galatians 2:20 should drive how our 
devotion and love for Christ are manifested. 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the / (fe which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me" Galatians 2:20 

INTRODUCTION 

There was a request to approach the lesson logically, 
but there is nothing logical about this verse when viewed from 
a human perspective. This thought will be revisited in a 
moment. 

God loves us (John 3:16; Romans 5:8) and ifwe love 
God we will keep His Commandments. (John14:15; 1 John 
5 :2,3; 2 John 6) Keeping God's commandments is important 
because it demonstrates our love for the Lord and is related to 
our salvation. (John 14:21) 

The question of the lesson is: Have you been crucified 
with Christ and do you love the Lord? The almost rhetorical 
answer is yes, but do you really love the Lord? Have you 
truly been crucified with Christ? 

Do you listen to Music or watch TV and Movies with 
bad language and explicit content? (Proverbs 23 :7) 
Do you visit sites on the internet with adult content? 
(Job 31:1) 
Do you speak coarsely or tell risque jokes? (Ephesians 
5:4) 
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Do you invite non-christians to worship daily? 
(Romans 10:21) 
Do you study the Bible with non-christians daily? 
(Luke 19:10) 
Do you make prayer and Bible study a top priority 
every day? (2 Timothy 2: 15) 
Have you ever shed tears in prayer for the billions of 
lost souls on earth. (Luke 19:41) 
Have you ever spent the night weeping prostrated 
before God appealing for mercy for your sins and those 
of the nation? (Jonah 3) 

Additional questions could be asked but these are sufficient to 
make the point. If the answer is yes to any of the first three 
questions and no to last five you may want read Paul's words 
again: 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the l(fe which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me." 

Ask yourself, "Have I been crucified with Christ? Does Christ 
live in me?" (Gal 5:24) 

To revisit the seemingly illogical side of this lesson. 
We start at the beginning considering the work of God and 
that which stands worldly logic on it's head. From a strictly 
human perspective, there is nothing logical about the work of 
God. What do I mean? What is logical about: 

... having a plan to redeem rebellious sinners before 
creating the universe? 
... God creating the universe for man and then placing 
him in it? 
... having mercy on man who rebelled against God's 
law? 
... asking Christ to leave Heaven in order to redeem 
sinful man? 
... Christ leaving heaven to redeem a lost world? 
... Christ living as a man? 
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... Christ dying on a cross for the sake of the rebels who 
put him there hoping to save some? 

All of these actions are illogical from a human perspective, 
unless: 

... unless You want to share your love . 

... unless You want to insure every effort is made to 
receive your love . 
... unless You want to extend mercy and grace . 
... unless You want to deliver man from his self­
inflicted misery . 
... unless You want the recipients of Your beneficence 
to appreciate the offer . 
... unless You offer a home that defies imagination . 
. .. unless You have the power to fulfi 11 all Your 
promises . 
... unless it is the only way to redeem sinful men and 
women. 

Despite our rebellious nature and apart from our own merit, 
God loves us and wants us to be saved! (1 Timothy 2:4) 

THERE IS ONE GOSPEL OF OUR SALVATION 

Unless careful, we tend to trust in our obedience. 
While obedience does play a roll in our salvation, obedience 
alone cannot save us. Salvation comes by way of Christ (Acts 
4: 12). He is our righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6; Philippians 
3:9). God knowing the nature of free will, took the 
responsibility to provide salvation at His own expense (John 
3:16). 

Galatians is written to a cluster of churches in what 
would be modern day Turkey. Paul's letter addresses 
moderately successful attempts by Judiazing teachers to 
discredit his apostolic authority and bring the Galatians into 
bondage of the beggarly elements of Judaism (Galatians 4:9). 
Paul defends his selection as an apostle and makes the claim 
the Gospel he preached was not found in want when 
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scrutinized by the apostles (Galatians 2: 1-10). Even 
subjecting his own message to the same review (Galatians 1 :7-
8), should Paul or an angel ever alter it, let them be accursed. 
He tells the Galatians to remain steadfast in the liberty by 
which Christ made them free (Galatians 5: 1 ). The assurance 
imparted is the Galatians were completely saved when they 
heard and obeyed the gospel. Nothing but continuing to grow 
in the grace of obedient faith could perpetuate their salvation. 

In the words of Robert Lowry's hymn when asking. 
"What can wash away my sin?" The reply is, "Naught of 
good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus." (I John 
1 :7-9) 

Paul understood what it meant to be beneficiary of 
God's grace (Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3; 1 Timothy 1:13-14; Acts 9:1-
20). A christian cannot be what he/she ought to be 'unless they 
are ever aware they are a sinner and perpetually grateful for 
what God has done for them in Christ (2 Peter 1 :8-11 ). 

LIFE IN CHRIST 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me . . ." (Gal. 2:20a). 
Contextually, Paul is comparing how he lives verses how the 
Judaizing are compelling the Galatians to live. Rather than 
attempting to be justified by the law which is not possible 
(Gal. 2:16), Paul makes the point he through the law died to it, 
because it could not supply salvation (Gal. 2: 19). Clinging to 
the tenants of the law were actually obstacles to salvation and 
living a life in Christ. If righteousness came through the law 
then Christ died needlessly and God's grace is set aside (Gal 
2 :21 ), because man can supply his own righteousness. 

The Galatians fell into a trap common to man. They 
lost sight of the conditions of pardon. Christians must be 
careful to not to fall into complacency by daily obedience. If 
from the moment you read this you never sinned again your 
salvation would still be a gift from God. Unmerited. 
Unearned. Undeserved. 
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WE LIVE BY FAITH 

"The life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me," (Gal 
2:20b). The success of the Judaizers consisted in part in their 
ability to convince the Galatians, to be saved, they must keep 
the law ( Gal. 3: 1 ), and by keeping the law their salvation 
would be guaranteed. Christian's must be careful not to fall 
into a similar trap. Living godly day after day can lull us into 
a false sense of security; thinking though we were once bad, 
now we are good and many years living as a faithful Christian 
have more than atoned for non-christian lives of long ago. 

Paul makes clear a Christian's relationship with the 
Lord in the flesh is by faith and not works of the law, or any 
works of merit (Gal. 3 :5-9). The apostle makes a bold 
statement, his life in the flesh ( not the things he does), but his 
faith in Christ is the grounds of his salvation. The question 
then becomes what is faith in Christ. Throughout the Bible 
one thing remains constant for those who approach God, the 
just live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:5-9). Surveying 
the faithful of the Bible, it becomes clear, the faithful are very 
human. Noah was found drunk (Genesis 9: 12), Abraham was 
a liar (Genesis 12: 10-ff, 20: I-ft), and upon the introduction of 
Moses, he was revealed as a murderer (Exodus 2:11,12). 
Nonetheless, Hebrews 11 mentions them all as faithful. How 
is it these were found faithful? It could only be by God's 
grace. These men put their trust in God to supply their 
salvation, committing themselves to Him who judges 
righteously (1 Peter 2:23). 

CONCLUSION 

The modus operandi of a Christian is not that they do 
or have lived a perfect life, but that they know their salvation 
is in Christ and not works of merit. The Galatians were no 
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longer placing their faith in Christ, but in the law and were 
estranged from Christ (Galatians 5:4). 

God forbid that we trust in ourselves that we are 
righteous, for no one can please God who seeks righteousness 
outside of Christ (Luke 18;9-14). May we ever be crucified 
with Christ and live by faith in the Son of God who loved us 
and gave Himself for us! 
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LOVE FOR OBEDIENCE 
JOHN 14:15 

KYNDALL ALDRICH (' 1 1) 

INTRODUCTION 

It is easy to see the world we are currently living in is 
far from godly. In music, television, movies, and in our 
everyday lives, sin is not something frowned upon, instead it 
is glorified. Those who take a stance against such sins are now 
being looked upon as the "bad guys" and getting bashed for 
not accepting these views. Isaiah said, "woe to them that call 
evil good, and good evil" (Isa 5:20), yet this is exactly what 
we are seeing now all around us. 

The child of God must learn to be separate from this. 
The fact that sin is glorified everywhere around us, and seems 
to be the norm, making it to be easy to get caught up in the 
world's temptations and become worldly. The temptation of 
just fitting in with these worldly views can hinder our walk 
with Christ. Many think they can they can get close to sin, 
without actually sinning. Yet this is not what the Bible tells us 
to do when comes to sin. Would any of us see how close we 
could to a fatal disease, and not catch it? Of course not, yet sin 
is far worse than a fatal disease. Diseases can only destroy the 
physical body, sin has the power to hinder us from eternal life 
with God. 

We must remember that Jesus did not call us to fit in, 
but to be separate, a peculiar people (Titus 2:14). We cannot 
be peculiar if we live like everyone else. Jesus said my 
kingdom is not of this world (Jn 18:36). Since the kingdom is 
made up of Christians, we can infer Christians cannot be 
worldly. So we are to become "Dead to the sin" (Romans 6:2, 
11). Yet to do this we must find our strength from the 
scriptures. We must look to the Lord, and His words that are 
able to make us complete. Paul said to the Colossians, the 
reason for preaching Christ, and warning us, is for the purpose 
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of presenting us "perfect", meaning "complete" in Christ 
(Colossians 1 :28) We cannot be complete if we live in 
accordance to the world. This takes discipline and control we 
must have while living in a sinful world. 

Our lives must be given to Christ, this means we are to 
submit to His will, this can only be done through obedience. 
We must have a love for obedience. Why would anyone love 
obedience? There are many reasons as to why we would 
should have a love and desire to obey the word of God. We 
should love obedience because: 

OBEDIENCE SHOWS TRUE BELIEF 

Many teach that faith is simply a belief, an acceptance 
of Christ into one's life, knowing he died for our sins. This is 
not found anywhere in scripture. In fact as we read in Matthew 
7:21-23, it is Christ who will do the accepting. Belief may be a 
thought and feeling of believing and accepting something or 
someone, like a child may accept that Santa Claus exists. This 
is not the sense in which the Bible uses the word. The Bible 
defines belief, as an obedient faith. One cannot have faith 
without obedience, otherwise, one is not any different from the 
devils, who also believe, yet tremble (James 2:19). If one 
believes Christ is, yet lives as an unbeliever, then also he is no 
different from the unbeliever, who does not give God any 
glory in his/her life. Such a way of living produces the same 
punishment as the unbeliever recieves, showing their is not a 
difference in eyes of God. 
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Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto 
you, that he will make him ruler over all that he 
hath. But and if that servant say in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to 
beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat 
and drink, and to be drunken; The lord of that 
servant will come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint 
him his portion with the unbelievers 

Luke 12:43-46 

This servant believed he had a Lord, he also knew his 
Lord was returning. This servant's mistake was in thinking his 
Lord's return was not imminent and living in sin during the 
time of his Lord's absence. His Lord did in fact return, yet this 
man's belief that his Lord existed, did not save him. Instead, 
he was cast his portion with the unbelievers. This reveals to us 
that belief without obedience is the same as not believing at 
all. So when we read passages such as John 3: 16, we 
understand that belief is not just a thought, but requires an 
action of obedience through repentance. 

He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; 
but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him 

John 3:36 

Belief and obedience must accompany each other. We 
cannot live like the world and expect a reward upon our lord's 
return. It not enough to simply believe in God, we must also 
believe God, meaning believe what he says. When Moses 
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disobeyed, God asked him, why did you not believe in me? 
When the Hebrew writer warns us, and uses the Israelites as 
an example of falling, he says that many perished and some 
failed to enter into the promise land, because they "believed 
not." 

And Jehovah said unto Moses and Aaron, 
Because ye believed not in me, to sanctify me 
in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore 
ye shall not bring this assembly into the land 
which I have given them 

Numbers 20:12 

And with whom was he displeased forty years? 
was it not with them that sinned, whose bodies 
fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he 
that they should not enter into his rest, but to 
them that were disobedient? 19 And we see that 
they were not able to enter in because of 
unbelief 

Hebrews 3:17-19 

It's not that they became atheists, and stopped 
believing in God, but through their disobedience, they showed 
their lack of belief, in believing him. They did not believe his 
warnings, so they did not properly believe in God. Their belief 
did not honor and glorify him. We do the same when we 
disobey, we choose our own desires rather than what God 
desires for us. God said to Moses when he sinned, "you did 
not sanctify me in the eyes oflsrael", if we live in such a way, 
we do not honor and glorify God in the eyes of the world, 
therefore we do not believe God. Our purpose is to glorify 
God (Jn 15:8), we cannot do this without obedience 
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OUR LORD LOVED OBEDIENCE 

Our Lord gives us the best example of a love for 
obedience. His love for the Father compelled His desire to 
please Him, to honor Him, to glorify, and to serve him. This 
love was not only spoken of as Christ said, "my meat is to the 
will of him that sent me"(John 4:34) but it was seen in the life 
he lived. As the Bible tells us, the reason of his coming in the 
flesh was to fulfill the will of God while in our likeness, 
leaving for us an example to follow. He did not come in the 
form of deity, or in the form of an angel, but in the same 
fleshly form we have (Hebrews 2:16). In doing so, Christ 
faced the same struggles we all face while in this body. He 
was "tempted in all points as we are" (Hebrews 4: 15), "yet 
without sin." 

He was tempted face to face with Satan, and defeated 
him by the word of God. Yet this was not the end of his 
temptations, Luke records the Devil only left "for a 
season"(Luke 4:13), there is not any doubt that he faced many 
other temptations. His love for obedience brought Him to the 
cruel death of the cross (Philippians 2:8). Yet again his love 
for the Father, gave him a love for obedience, and that kept 
Him on the task he was sent to do. 

This love is why he overcame the temptations of the 
world and remained without sin. He did not care to fit in, He 
did not see how close he could get to sin, without sinning, he 
devoted His life, to the Father and His will. He sought to 
glorify the Father, through His love and submission, also 
showing His love for everyone of us. He glorified him by his 
separation from the world, and devotion to the will of the 
Father. 

OBEDIENCE SHOWS OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD 

If our Lord set the will of the Father first in his 
priorities, then we are do this as well. When Christ gave us an 
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example of service and humility in John 13, he washed the 
disciples feet. Afterwards he told them, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is 
not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 
greater than he that sent him 

John 13:16 

When speaking of how the world rejected Him, He told his 
disciples they would also be rejected, he said again, 

The disciple is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord. It is enough for the 
disciple that he be as his master, and the 
servant as his lord. 

Matthew 10:24-24 

This does not only apply to the examples he gave in 
service and persecution, but to all examples He gives us in 
every area of His life. If the Lord obeyed the Father, then we 
must obey the father, we do not think we are greater than our 
Lord. So as His disciples, we should be as our Lord. These are 
the examples he set for us to follow, 

For even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: Who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously 

I Peter 2:21-23 

He was able to this because of his love for the Father, 
in keeping his word, and for us, in dying for us. How much 
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should we show our love in return? He said in John 14: 15, "if 
ye love me keep my commands", This shows us how we are to 
show our love in return. We can say we love the Lord until we 
are blue in the face, yet if we are not keeping his commands, 
we show our love in not true. 

Scripture tells us, "let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5). This mind is one that 
loved obedience, loved to please the Father, and loved to carry 
out His will. Not the worldly mind that we supposed to be put 
to death. The temptations of the world will always be here, 
''the lust of the flesh and eyes, and the pride of life" (I John 
2:15-17). As we know these are not from the Father but are of 
the world. Our mind should be transformed into seeking his 
favor through our death to the world. Paul tells us, 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. 

Galatians 6:14 

We should also be able say the same thing, that we are 
crucified with Christ unto the world. We must first be willing 
to deny ourselves and pick up our cross, and follow after him 
(Luke 9:23). Willing to deny our own lusts and to be separate 
and ready to carry out our Lord's will, and have a love for 
doing so. Yet in order for us to be able to say this, it starts with 
obedience, and Obedience continues through love, a love to 
please Him. He showed how much he loved us, in dying for 
us. We are to show our love for him, we cannot do this with a 
mind that desires to fit in and please the world. We must be 
renewed in our minds, to walk after the spirit, not after the 
flesh (Rom 12:1-2). He has given us this ability. Thorough his 
obedience we can repent and obtain the grace of God. This is 
seen in Paul's letter to the Ephesians, who were once "Dead in 
trespass in sin." It was because of God's grace they were 
saved, yet in order to receive grace, we must realize that grace 
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demands obedience, through what grace· teaches us we must 
do. 

And you did he make alive, when ye were dead 
through your trespasses and sins, wherein ye 
once walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the powers of 
the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the 
sons of disobedience; among whom we also all 
once lived in the lust of our flesh, doing the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, even as the rest: 
but God, being rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace have ye been 
saved. Ephesians 2:1-5 

These Ephesians, "once walked according to the 
course ofthis world", "once" showing past tense. They put the 
world to death, and did not continue "fulfilling the lusts of the 
flesh". This shows obedience, commitment, control, and love 
for the Lord. This is why we have these letters to the early 
churches, to show us how we are to live. Since grace has not 
changed, then neither has the command to become dead to sin. 

GOD REIGNS THROUGH OBEDIENCE 

Paul wrote to the Romans and said this concerning 
Christ's obedience, 

For as by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous 

Romans 5:19 
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His righteousness was seen in His obedience. Ifwe are 
to obtain this righteousness, it can only be through our 
obedience and love for it. In the same chapter Paul also tells us 
concerning grace, 

That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 5:21 

Grace does not reign through unrighteousness, wherein 
lies disobedience. We as His followers have a choice as to 
what we are going to obey, 

Know ye not, that to whom ye present 
yourselves as servants unto obedience, his 
servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness 

Romans 6:16 

These passages reveal to us that righteousness cannot 
be obtained without obedience. If "grace reigns through 
righteousness" and "obedience is unto righteousness", then 
grace reigns through obedience. Grace allows us to repent, and 
turn from a disobedient lifestyle just as the Ephesians did. Yet 
if we choose to serve sin, we can make the grace of God void 
upon ourselves. Paul wrote the Corinthians and warned them 
saying, 

We then, as workers together with him, beseech 
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain 

2 Corinthians 6:1 

So it is by disobedience, which is sin (I John 3:4, 
Hebrew's 10:26), we receive God's grace "in vain". Grace 
cannot be obtained while living for the world. Paul told Titus, 
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For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world 

Titus 2:11-12 

Grace "teaches us", we must deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts. We are taught then by grace, we must obey 
God. We do not need to see how close we can get to sin, the 
very thing that is able to make the grace of God of become 
"vain" or of "no effect" upon us as individuals. Sin is 
something we should stay as far from as we can. Obedience is 
something we should love, because our Lord did, because it 
shows our love in return, and because through it we receive 
the grace of God. Our obedience does not make us deserving 
God's grace, as Paul made clear in Ephesians 2. It is answer to 
God's grace because obedience is our duty as Christians, to be 
as our Lord. (Luke 17:10). 

CONCLUSION 

God have given us the example of obedience through 
his son. This example we are to follow, and not allow the 
world's temptations to lead us into disobedience. Our purpose 
in this life is to glorify God, just as our Lord did. He set the 
example of obedience and His love for doing so. He also 
showed his love for us through His obedience, the lead Him to 
die in our stead. He has not only given us the command to 
obey, He has given us the example of doing so while he was 
here in the flesh. So it is fair that he is only going to save those 
who live by that example. 
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Though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by 
the things which he suffered; and having been 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him 

Hebrews 5:8-9 
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LOVE FOR ENCOURAGING THE 
BRETHREN 

JASON SPARKS ('99) 

Nicknames speak volumes. Being called Barnabas 
showed the kind of man he was. His name meant "son of 
encouragement" (Acts 4:36). The brotherhood needs more like 
him. 

Our first introduction to Barnabas showed a generous 
spirit. He sold land that he owned and gave the money to the 
apostles for distribution to the saints. Later we see him 
introducing the newly converted Saul to the apostles in 
Jerusalem (Acts 9:27). He fought to take Mark on the second 
missionary journey with Paul when Paul wanted to leave him 
home (Acts 15:36-39). There are many good things one could 
say about Barnabas. He is a great example for us in the 
church. 

It is a maxim that it is easier to tear down then to build 
up. How easily growth stalls and how readily some people 
choose to destroy. Like the proverbial woman who tears down 
her own house with her hands (Proverbs 14:1), some people 
seem to relish the destruction of good works. But what a 
fantastic challenge to build! What a wonderful experience to 
see and help produce growth! 

Encouragement is an excellent way to show love to 
others. Taking the time to help build up a person's faith shows 
love. Helping someone have the strength to go the extra mile 
shows love. Helping a person produce more fruit in life shows 
love. Helping someone make it to heaven shows love. None of 
these things can be accomplished without encouragement. If 
you will consider what is required for you to be an 
encouraging person, and if you will apply yourself, you can be 
a person people admire. You can be a person people look to 
for strength and encouragement. You can be a person who 
grows and matures in God's love. 
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SOMETIMES PEOPLE NEED STOOD FOR 

There are times when a person needs someone to stand 
up for him. If you want to be an encouragement to others, 
notice those times. Be observant and do not be afraid to stand 
up for someone. It is no intrusion to encourage. Most people 
will appreciate it. 

Sometimes standing for others means that you believe 
in the best of others. In Acts 9:26-27, after Saul was baptized, 
he tried to join himself with the saints in Jerusalem. Since he 
was notorious for persecuting the saints, they were 
understandably afraid of him. But Barnabas decided to believe 
the best of Saul. Barnabas introduced Saul to the Apostles and 
convinced them to listen to Saul as he told of his conversion. 

Barnabas was courageous. He took a chance because 
he believed the best in others. He was an encourager to Saul 
because he stood up for Saul when no one else would. What 
would have happened had Barnabas not been an encourager? 

He also acted in the same way regarding Mark in Acts 
15:37-38. He was determined to take Mark with them on their 
second missionary journey, but Paul would not have him. One 
may argue with Barnabas' wisdom in arguing with an apostle 
of Christ. One may recognize that Paul was more logical. But 
one would have a difficult time arguing that this was against 
the nature of Barnabas. He was an encourager. 

We need men and women in the church today to stand 
up for others. Do not let people judge others harshly. Remind 
them that love demands we think the best of others. 
Sometimes people will disappoint us. Sometimes they are not 
worthy of support. But sometimes we can be the difference 
that is needed for a person to grow strong. 

The church needs men and women who will defend 
others in the church. When attacks come against elders or 
others in the church, we ought to stand up and not allow bad 
things to be said. We can make a difference and promote 
growth in the body by not allowing others to run down 
programs and activities in the church. We can encourage great 
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works by defending them and their leaders. There are times 
people· need to be stood up for. When you see that time, take a 
stand! We can save reputations. We can save hurt feelings. We 
can save souls. 

SOMETIMES PEOPLE FACE TROUBLES 

Sometimes people need help seeing something good. 
Proverbs 12:25 says, "Anxiety in the heart of man causes 
depression, but a good word makes it glad." When people are 
down, we can help them up. Let us be people of the good 
word! 

One way to help people up is to listen to them. James 
I : 19 states that we should be swift to hear and slow to speak, 
and slow to wrath. The context is about anger, but surely it 
applies to encouragement. If we listen to others, we will be 
more capable of helping them find that good word they need 
to hear. We can help ease their anxiety and lift their spirits. 

A great way to listen is with your eyes. Watch body 
language and facial expressions. You can see if they are 
agitated or relaxed. You can see if your words are helping or 
hurting. Look them in the eye and listen. Show with your 
facial expressions that you care about them. 

Another part of good listening is the touch. Put your 
hand on their shoulder if they are upset. Hold their hand. Do 
something that shows care and concern for them. (If they pull 
away, let them have space.) 

Another part of listening is briefly talking. Repeat what 
they are saying in different words. Let them know that you 
heard them. Ask them to clarify something they said. These 
things can be a sincere way to show love and encourage 
people who are having a difficult time. 

Be open to th~m. People may not choose to speak to 
you about their problems, but try to let them know that you 
would be willing to listen. Share brief stories of similar 
experiences (without making it all about you or implying that 
you know exactly what they are feeling). Sometimes just 
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being in the same room is enough. Be there. Spend time with 
them, even if there is no discussion. Many people have found 
that if they sit with others for a long time the people are able 
to open up and share their feelings. This is ideal because an 
open heart is one that will listen to the good news we want to 
share with them. Of course, there are many times we just do 
not know what to say, and those are the times we should not 
say anything. You can be an encourager without any words at 
all. However it happens, be an encouragement to the people 
who are hurting. 

SOMETIMES WE MUST ENCOURAGE GOOD WORK 

Every person alive needs encouragement. Most people 
need it far more than they themselves realize. Your elders 
need encouragement. Your preacher needs it. Your deacons 
need it. Their families need it. Every member who is active 
and holding to the Gospel needs it. 

One of the easiest ways to encourage people is simply 
to notice good work and tell people you appreciate it. Such a 
small effort is one of the best ways we can encourage others. 
Do you want to have a preacher who is on fire in the pulpit? 
Encourage him! Do you want people in the congregation 
working in unity and giving their all in the growth of the 
church? Find things they are doing and tell them how much 
you appreciate their efforts. It will revolutionize a 
congregation's work! 

If you want to improve your reputation and be seen as 
an encourager, encourage people! For a month, each person 
you see, try to find something you like about him and TELL 
him. Be specific. Be sincere. You will be surprised how 
encouraged you are and how much you will help others. 

With the compliments and appreciations must go 
sincerity. If we don't mean it, we should not say it. If people 
think you are not sincere then they will begin to wonder why 
you are complimenting them. They might even begin to think 
that you are trying to get something from them or fishing for 
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compliments yourself. Be sincere. But be vocal. People need 
it! 

Practically speaking, if you want to encourage people 
to attend worship services more often, here are a few ideas. 

Find good things about the church as a who le or about 
you particular congregation. What do you like best? What are 
the congregation's strengths? What are the good things you 
can tell others about? When you have these on your mind you 
can share them with others. No one wants to attend a church 
that has nothing good in it! Talk about the good things in the 
church with others. 

Imagine a couple driving home from worship 
complaining about the service. They might complain about the 
singing. It was too fast. It was too slow. The pitch was wrong. 
There are many ways to complain. Perhaps the sermon was 
too long or one tiny thing the preacher said made them angry. 
These people, if they continue along this way, may one day 
realize that they do not care for the church any longer. What is 
worse, those young children in the back hear everything. Like 
sponges, they hear all the complaints and register it later. By 
their teen years they would have a long list of reasons not to 
want to attend that or any other church. Is that what we want 
to teach our children? 

On the other hand, consider that a couple leaves 
worship and makes it a practice to find all they can that is 
good with the service. Obviously, no one suggests that we 
should attend worship that is done contrary to the Word and 
excuse it by saying we should look at the positives. But 
supposing the congregation is not committing sin in worship, 
look for the good. How would that couple feel about that 
congregation? How would the children feel about it? 

The same applies to people in the world. If people hear 
about how wonderful worship is, would they not be interested 
and curious about it? We can encourage people to do what is 
right! 

And considering that people do come to worship 
services, can you encourage them to return? One great way to 
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do that is to get to know them. Spend time with them. Ask 
them to talk about themselves. Ask them to sit with you. Make 
them feel like they are a long lost friend just returning from a 
trip oversees. That is encouraging! 

Invite them to your home. The fact is, most people do 
not have enough friends. You can encourage them to love you, 
love the church, and love God simply be assuming a 
friendship with them. Call them. Visit them during the week. 
Text them from time to time. Let them know you care. 

ENCOURAGING IS LOVING 

Encouraging others is part of showing love. We all 
need it. Without it very few things would be done and very 
few people would be faithful Christians. The person who 
learns the art of encouragement and practices it often will 
never lack friends. There is such joy in being an 
encouragement to others that it will sustain you in the darkest 
of times. 

Encouraging others is not difficult. It requires 
observation, courage, and action. It elevates humanity and 
brings us even closer to the love God requires. You can be an 
encouragement to others! 
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LOVE FOR EVANGELISM 
BILL BURK ('93) 

The passages are familiar to us: "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations" (Mat. 28: 18-20). "Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature ... " (Mark 
16: 15); "Repentance and remissions of sins should be 
preached in his name to all nations ... " (Luke 24:4 7). We read 
the gospel accounts and we see the Lord's mission "to seek 
and save that which was lost" (Mat. 18:11; Luke 19:10). We 
understand the need for laborers in the Lord's Vineyard for the 
purpose of bringing in lost souls for the harvest (Mat. 9:37-38; 
Luke 10:2; John 4:35). We know what the Lord expects from 
us in the realm of evangelizing the lost (Acts 5:41). Still let us 
consider this question, "Is the action of evangelism only a duty 
to us, or is it our delight?" 

As we consider the subject of a "Love For 
Evangelism," let us begin by noting the following. 

LOVE FOR EVANGELISM: SOMETIMES I DO NOT 
POSSESS IT 

To properly discuss the topic we need to investigate 
those times in life when evangelism takes a back seat in our 
walk with the Lord. A number of reasons come to mind. 

My love for evangelism may cease when my 
relationship with the Lord grows cold. In order to own a 
love for teaching the lost I must begin by making sure the 
main thing is just that, the main thing. No matter how much 
we yearn to draw closer and closer to the Lord (Jas. 4:7-8), at 
times we may go through periods of spiritual burnout. 
Pressures at work, at home and in the local church begin to 
mount and although we are still going through the motions are 
hearts are far from the Lord. Careful self-examination helps us 
to see if we are at this point in our lives ( cf. 2 Cor. 13 :5). If it 
can be said of any of us, "You have left your first love ... " 
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(Rev. 2:4), a quick turning can put us back in position for 
faithful service (1 John 1:8-10). If our relationship with the 
Lord has grown cold we need to re-evaluate, make changes 
and move forward; then we will again be in a position to 
possess the proper mindset about evangelism and serving the 
Lord in general. 

My love for evangelism may cease if I am facing a 
crisis of faith. After Herod threw John the Baptist into prison; 
the Immerser experienced a crisis of faith. He sent messengers 
to Jesus asking, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for 
another" (Mat. 11:3; Luke 7:19-20)? Despite proclaiming 
Jesus as "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" 
John's present circumstances caused him to doubt that truth 
(John 1 :29, 36). Even though he was the one who baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River and who witnessed the Spirit 
descending upon Him like a dove and who heard the Father's 
voice booming from heaven, "This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased" (Mat. 3: 16-17); he didn't know, 
because of his own hardship, if it were true any longer. 

At times we also may struggle with faith because of 
the hardships of life. Why does a good God allow bad things 
to happen? Our desire to proclaim the Good News of Jesus 
may wane if we have been challenged by the many worldly 
philosophies around us (World Religions; Catholicism; 
Denominationalism; Secularism, etc.) but do not know how to 
answer. What do we do? We must return to God's word for a 
proper understanding of difficulties (Jas. 1 :2-3; 1 Pet. 1 :7, etc.) 
and for a better grasp of the truth that we might adequately 
give a defense (1 Pet. 3:15). God's word can again build us up 
and reinvigorate us for evangelism (Acts 20:32). 

My love for evangelism may cease when I lose sight 
of what really matters. If I allow a love for the world to take 
up residence in my heart (1 John 2:15-17; Jas. 4:4); If I am 
negligent and do nothing to stop the "cares, riches and 
pleasures of life" from choking out spiritual productivity in 
my life. Then, the things that matter most, like my soul (Mark 
8:36-37) and the souls of others (Pro. 11 :28); will take a 
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backseat and endeavoring to seek the lost will fall by the 
wayside. How easily we drift (Heb. 2:1:4). Each one should 
ask, "Lord, Is it I" (Mat. 26:21 )? If it is, then repentance is 
necessary and a return to proper priorities (Acts 8:22; Rev. 
2:5). 

MY LOVE FOR EVANGELISM MAY CEASE OR BE 
DETERRED IF I AM AFRAID 

Why don't I love to evangelize? Answer: It makes me 
uncomfortable. Anyone who has ever tried to teach someone 
who is lost knows the nervousness that comes with 
approaching someone about spiritual things. We might 
consider that if one avenue of approaching someone is 
uncomfortable and scary then find another approach. In other 
words, if door knocking isn't your thing then what about 
approaching people you know where the comfort level is 
greater? If a "cold call" is something that makes your stomach 
churn then why not determine to bring up the subject of 
Christianity in those areas of life where you feel greater ease? 
Find those realms where you are more confident and that may 
later free you to take on tasks in those areas where you may 
not be so sure of yourself. The Lord said, "Lo, I am with you 
always ... " (Mat. 28:20). The context of the statement is 
evangelism. Translation: Do not be afraid. 

These few reasons for a lack of love for evangelism are 
not exhaustive but hopefully get us to thinking about the job at 
hand. Let's now turn our attention to the positive side of 
things. 

LOVE FOR EVANGELISM: HOW TO POSSESS IT! 

ACTION: THE EASY WAY TO GROW IN ONE'S 
LOVE FOR EVANGELISM IS TO DO IT 
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It sounds simple I know but often times we lose our 
love for it because we quit practicing it. Joy comes with the 
salvation of men's souls (Luke 15:7, 10). There is no greater 
joy than knowing that while you are evangelizing you are 
partnering with God and engaging in the greatest work in the 
world (2 Cor. 6: 1-2). Seeing the light turn on in people's eyes 
as you study the Scriptures with them; hearing them make the 
good confession; baptizing them into Christ and knowing you 
had a part in it brings great inward satisfaction. Thus simply 
starting the process or getting back in the saddle and doing it 
again helps one to fall in love with evangelism all over again. 

REFLECTION: LOVE FOR EVANGELISM 
INCREASES WHEN WE CHOSE TO THINK ON 

THINGS OF GOD (Phi. 4:8, Col. 3:1-2) 

Where would I be had someone not being willing to 
teach me the truth? Simply being a Christian should remind us 
of all that God did, does and will do on our part for the 
salvation of our souls (Gen. 3:15; Gal. 3:16; John 3:15; Heb. 
7 :25; Rom. 8 :28, etc.). How can I not tell others when I now 
have so much in Christ (Eph. 1 :3)? Such spiritual mindedness 
will help to motivate us to reach out to those who have not yet 
named the name of Jesus. 

IMITATION: LOVE FOR EVANGELISM INCREASES 
THE MORE WE ARE CONFORMED TO CHRIST 

Our goal as disciples is to become more and more like 
Jesus. The Bible teaches that we are to become as He is (Luke 
6:40). We are to strive to possess His mind (Phi. 2:5). We are 
to follow in his steps (1 Pet. 2:21) and we are to walk as he 
walked (1 John 2:6). Christ in us is indeed the hope of glory 
(Col. 1 :27). Therefore, a continual striving for Christ-likeness 
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will bring about a greater love for men's souls. You cannot be 
like the Lover Of Men's Souls without becoming a lover of 
them yourself. So, as Christ is formed in us (Gal. 4:19) the 
natural outflow will be a greater love for all men including 
those who are lost (Eph. 5:1-2). 

DETERMINATION: LOVING EVANGELISM WILL BE 
THE RESULT OF CONCERTED EFFORT 

The word most often translated "love" in the New 
Testament comes from the Greek word "agape." Agape love is 
more about sacrificial, selfless action than it is about emotion. 
Jesus demonstrated such love in laying down His life for us 
and He expects us to demonstrate the same in return ( John 
15:13-14). This is the kind of love we are to exhibit even to 
our enemies (Mat. 5:44). Since it's source is not emotion but 
obligation it demands a determined mindset to be carried out. 
It's love shown even when it is not felt and when it doesn't 
produce a sense of initial joy. It's a love that is expressed 
because it is the right thing to do. We might ought to view our 
love for evangelism in this way. During those moments I don't 
feel like doing it I determine to do it because it is the right 
thing to do. It is interesting though, how when we begin to 
practice it ( although not perhaps enjoying it in the beginning) 
before too long positive emotions follow and we are loving it 
again. Determining to evangelize may the most important 
concept of all because then the rest naturally falls into place. 

CONCLUSION 

Do you love evangelism? If not, what are some of the 
things or the thing that keeps your from appreciating the 
practice? Do you want to possess a greater love for 
evangelism? If so, then choose the proper course of action and 
get started. Reflect on the goodness of God and let those 
thoughts motivate you. Pursue being transformed into the 
image of God's Son and soon enough the things he loves will 
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be the same that you love which will include evangelism. 
Determine in your heart of hearts even now to love the saving 
of men's souls more than ever before. You will never regret it 
if you do (1 Cor. 15:58). 
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Oar Conviction at the Brown Trail School of Preachin• 
(Elders of the Brown Trail church of Christ, The Administration & Faculty of • 

BTSOP-Revised Jan. 2006) 
• With all of the changes that are affecting the brotherhood it has become necessary for us to qualifj 

where we stand in relation to the faith. As much as we dislike saying it. there are certain brethren 
who seem "bent" on leading the church away from the "old paths" (Jeremiah 6:16) and down the 
path of liberalism. Some would have us bury our heads in the sand, believing the problems will 
soon disappear. Brethren, we can assure you they will not! This practice has never resulted in goo1 
coming &om it. 

• At the Brown Trail School of Preaching we have very strong convictions regarding the truth. The~ 
are firmly rooted in the inspired and eternal word of God. While the Bible itself is the only com­
plete "statement of belief• to which anyone should cling, the following statements will highlight 
some of the fundamental principles that we at Brown Trail are committed to teach. uphold. and 
defend. 

• We believe that the Bible is the complete, inerrant and inspired word of God, and that it is all­
sufficient for the purpose God intended - 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1 :3. 

• We believe that Jesus built only one church, and that His church is not denominational in nature. 
Christian fellowship, therefore, is limited to those in Christ's church who are walking in the light· 
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1 :22, 23; 4:4; Acts 2:47; 1 John 1:7. 

• We believe that baptism is a burial in water unto the remission of sins, and is therefore necessary 
for salvation - Romans 6:4; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21. 

• We believe that the Lord's Supper is to be observed by Christians on the first day of every week 
and only on the first day-Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:20, 24-29. 

• We believe that singing in worship to God is to be done without addition of mechanical instrumen 
of music- Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16. 

• We believe that marriage is intended to be enjoyed by one man and woman until they are separate 
by death. We believe that the only exception to this arrangement is outlined in Matthew 19:9 -
namely, that a fornicator may be put away by the innocent spouse, thus allowing that innocent om 
the freedom to contract another marriage. All other divorce and remarriage situations constitute 
adulterous unions -Romans 7:1-3. We do not believe that marriage may be a matter of conven­
ience or in the "doctrine" of"mental reservation" relative to marriage. It is our belief that when a 
man and woman commit themselves to marriage, regardless of why they do so, they are married. 

• We believe that God has directed men to occupy the positions of leadership in both the home and 
the church-Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22-31; 1 Peter 3:1, 2. 

• We believe that elders in the local congregation setting have authority over that congregation in 
matters of expedience, and that the congregation should have input regarding who serves as elders 
-Acts 14:23; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-11; 1 Peter 5:1-3. We do not believe it Scripturalto prac 
tice elder "reaffmnation" in view of the dismissal of qualified elders. Elders who sin should be 
rebuked "before all, that others also may fear., - I Timothy 5:20. 

• We believe that we are bound by the Scriptures to "contend for the faith, .. but while we do so we 
should exercise love in these activities -Jude 3; Ephesians 3:15; John 13:34, 35. 

• We believe that there is no place in the church for the doctrines or practices of men - Psalms 127: 

Matthew 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:4; 4:7. 

• We believe that man can know the truth, and by adhering to that truth, be saved -John 8:32; 17:1 
James 1:21. 

• Our commitment is to continue to teach, uphold and defend these and all other biblical truths. If 
you would like to attend Brown Trail to prepare yourself for preaching the gospel, please contact 
us. Or, if you would like to become a partner with us through a one-time donation or monthly fi­
nancial support, please let us know. Above all, pray that Brown Trail will continue to be a place 

''where the old paths are still new." 


