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doubt that Jesus was the Christ. It is further explained in John 1:1
which says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God and the Word was God (NAS).” Later in verse 14 it is
explained who “the Word” is referring. John 1:14 says, “And the
Word become flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth (NAS).” Therefore, Christ was shown clearly in the flesh as a
man and as God (John 20:28).

One of the attributes of Christ, which is pointed out in 1 Tim-
othy 3:16, is that Christ was “justified in the Spirit.” The word “jus-
tified” means to be innocent, free or righteous. It is not difficult to
see when reading the New Testament that Christ was in fact “jus-
tified.” Hebrews 4:15 says that Christ was tempted in all things;
however, He was without sin. The text is a description of Christ
as our new High Priest. A person becomes guilty after sin enters
their life. Christ had no sin therefore He was “justified.” A more
accurate word to describe Christ is “perfect.” Christ was perfect in
all things, according to Hebrews 5:9, and because of this perfection
His followers have eternal salvation. Christ perfection extended
even to those who were responsible for His murder. Judas Iscariot
(the apostle who betrayed Christ) noted Christ innocents when
he returned the thirty pieces of silver to the high priest (Matthew
27:4). Judas in the text used the words “innocent blood” to de-
scribe the state of Christ. Pontus Pilot (the Roman governor who
gave consent to crucify Christ) washed his hands before the crowd
symbolizing that he was innocent of the blood of Christ (Matthew
27:24). Pilot recognized the innocents of Christ and wanted to
ease his conscience from this murder. Although Pilot thought he
was free from shedding innocent blood, he was as guilt as the rest
of the world. Jesus Christ was pure in all walks of life and is pure
today at the right hand of God.

The next phrase within 1Timothy 3:16 is “seen by angels.” The
idea of angels is always intriguing. This text testified to the eternal
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side of Christ. This is not to say that angels are eternal; however,
besides the God Head, angels are the only other beings that have
existed since the beginning of the Earth, maybe before the Earth.
It is revealed in the text that Christ was “seen by angels.” Angels
saw Christ in His mother’s womb (Matthew 1:20-25), they were
there during his childhood (Matthew 2:13; Matthew 2:19). Angels
aided Him during His walk on the Earth (Matthew 4:11; Luke
22:43). It is also indicated in Matthew 26:53 that Christ could
have “appealed to His Father” who would have given Him “twelve
legions of angels” in order to rescue Him from His enemies. The
New Testament text also notes that angles saw Christ resurrect
and ascend to Heaven (Matthew 28:2; Acts 1:10-11). The proof is
defiantly solid that Christ was “seen by angels.”

The next phrase in 1Timothy 3:16 most certainly would have
offended the strict traditional Jew. “Proclaimed among the Gen-
tiles” would have been “fighting words,” as they say, for the Jews.
The Jews believed that their traditions were violated when Jesus
spoke to the Gentiles. Furthermore, for the text to mention that
the Jews are no longer exclusively God’s chosen people would have
sent the Jews into an outrage! However Christ was “proclaimed,”
or preached to the Gentiles. Gentiles are described as non-Jews or
even heathen people and Christ, in His teaching, had a plain. It
was to unite all people on Earth regardless of race, color or back-
ground. John 10:16 says, “I have other sheep, which are not of this
fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they
will become one flock with one Shepard” (NAS). The “other sheep”
are the Gentiles of the world. This unit is also proclaimed in Ga-
latians 3:27-28 which says, “For all of you who have been baptized
into Christ have clothed yourself with Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (NAS). Again, this
was the will of the Father to unite the world under His Son’s rule.

“Believed on in the World,” is the next phrase in 1Timothy 3:16
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which will be explored. The word “believe” means to accept some-
thing as truth. For something to be accepted as truth, trust must
be involved. For example, if the person producing the information
is not trustworthy, then those listening will not accept the infor-
mation as truth. However, it is shown plainly in the text that the
people of the day believed in Jesus Christ. The people believed in
Christ because of His miracles (John 2:23; John 3:2; John 6:2;
John 7:31; John 11:14-15). There were those who were persuaded
to believe that Christ was significant because of His speech (John
7:46). Others were forced to acknowledged Christ Divine intellect.
There are several passages that begin with the religious leaders of
the day trying to test or trap Christ; however, not one time were
they able to do so. Christ is seen in John 8; Matthew 19 and Mat-
thew 22 being challenged by the Pharisees. Christ not only passed
every test but exposed the hearts of the Pharisees to the people.
Yes, Christ was “believed on in the world.”

“Received up in glory” is the final phrase that will be exam-
ined from 1Timothy 3:16. The key word to this phrase is “glory.”
“Glory” means to be given fame, admiration, and honor for doing
something important. The immediate text is referring to the ascen-
sion of Christ. The apostles of Christ were witnesses to this event.
Acts 1:9 says, “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up
while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their
sight” (NAS). There are many other scriptures that attest to this
fact, and add that Christ is now at the right hand of God (Mark
16:19; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:33; Acts 7:55-56; 1 Peter 3:22). Christ
was received up in glory for the life, death, and resurrection that
He chose to endure (John 10:17-18).

'This text explains Christ as the “everything” of our lives. Christ
is God, He was justified in the Spirit, He was seen by angels, He
was proclaimed among the Gentiles, He was believed on in the
World, and He was received up in glory and now sits at the right

hand of God the Father. What a marvelous Savior that we serve.
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Dan Cornish '67

spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness (v.17) THAT THE
MAN OF God may be complete thoroughly equipped for every

good work.”

l n our text, the scriptures state, “All scripture is given by the in-

The passage that has been assigned to me is a most impor-
tant one, as here, Paul, by inspiration, is setting forth a number of
truths, as he affirms the origin of the scriptures, and that is, THEY
WERE BREATHED OUT FROM GOD.”

Secondly, he describes the function of the scriptures, they pro-
vide the guidance that man needs, and thirdly, he reminds us of the
great importance and purpose of the scriptures—they provide the

spiritual revelation that man needs, in order to be made complete
and whole before God!

I believe today with all my heart that the Bible is the Divine
Revelation from God and that the Bible is the Book of Books and
nothing even comes close to its equal!

Yes, the Bible tells us who we are, where we are going, and pro-
vides to us what God expects of us. It is our spiritual roadmap to
that heavenly home of the soul. Yes, It’s originator is God Himself,
who is the Creator and Sustainer of all things.

It furnishes us, “all things that pertain to life and godliness”
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(2 Peter 1:3) one of my favorite songs says in part, “Give me the
Bible, holy messages shining, they light shall guide me in the nar-

row way.”

It touches my heart and the fiber of my being when I THINK
on the words of that song. It says so much--, that the Bible is that
inspired Book, from God Himself!

We notice in this verse, that it is profitable for doctrine, and a
plurality of doctrines is not spoken about. Man says today, “that it
does not matter what you believe,” but the Bible says differently.
John spoke about “abiding in the doctrine of Christ and that he
who does has the Father and the Son (2 John 9-11). God’s Word is
exclusive and, sad to say, we have brethren and the world who “un-

dermine” doctrine and they put little emphasis on the scriptures,
“The Word of God.”

They have come to believe that if you just sprinkle a few verses
here and there in lessons, that, that is good enough. They stress
positive thinking and fill their messages with humorous stories and
think THAT is feeding folks.

No wonder we see “spiritual malnutrition” in so many places.
When brethren aren’t “fed the Word of God” and give a well-
balanced spiritual meal, the results are disastrous! The Bible is re-
placed by them with “good sound and human ideas.” Jesus warned
in Matthew 15:9 about those who “would teach the doctrines and
commands of men.”

The Bible tells us over and over again that doctrine is so im-
portant, and Jude tells us to “contend for the faith which has been
once and for all delivered unto he saints” (Jude 3). God wants us
to abide in His Word and to respect His Word. Several years ago,
a brother of mine who has left the church told me, “Well, I have
changed and do not believe what I believed at one time.” I told
him in a kind way, “Well, your little brother has not changed and

I still believe all of God’s Word.” My dear Grandmother used to
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tell me as a young man, “Don't follow after those brand-names in
religion!”I promised her,“Grandma, I won't leave God’s Word and

will follow it all my life.”

I am so thankful that Brown Trail has stayed true to the Old
Paths. I was speaking at a nursing home some time ago where
there are a number of members, and on elderly lady came up to
me and said, “I want to support the School, because it holds to the
Bible.” She said, “Can you give me the School’s address, as I want
to help support it!” Brethren, that made me feel so good about
Brown Trail and the work that you do here.

It was 45 years ago today that I graduated from Brown Trail
and was in the first class, as well as the first student accepted at the
school. I pray that Brown Trail will always hold to the faith and
abide in God’s Word.

As we think about God’s Word, His Revelation to us, as men-
tioned, it is God-breathed. The Bible is unique as you think about
it, as sixty-six books are unified and that is so prevalent throughout
God’s Word. As we study the Bible, we realize that there is no
book like it!

In our day and age, so-called scholars have tried to undermine
God’s Word. In our day and age, man wants to pick out what suits
his taste and reject those things that trouble him and his con-
science.

David spoke long ago, how the Word had affected his life,
when he said, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path” (Psalm 119:105). The Bible guided David’s life as well as sus-
tained him throughout every difficulty.

Years ago, while I was attending Brown Trail School of Preach-
ing, as a class we had the opportunity to go to Arlington, TX and
hear Dr. Douglas Dean. Dr. Dean was a renowned scientist from
California and was a strong believer in the Bible. Each night he

lectured on the Bible, the existence of God, and other subjects.
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‘There were huge crowds each night and the audience was invited
to turn in questions, in which a jar was passed around, and the at-
tendant would take question after question out of the jar and Dr.
Dean would answer it.

I can still remember Dr. Dean mentioning a colleague who was
a scientist and he had said, “I don’t believe the Bible because it
says the earth is only 10,000 years old.” Dr. Dean said, “Where
does it say that?” and the man said, ’Oh it’s in there somewhere.”
Dr. Dean said, “No it isn’t. The Bible simply says, ‘God created the
heavens and the earth.”The point is that many people are ignorant
as to what the Bible really says! Another scientist told him, “I don’t
believe the Bible,” and Dr. Dean asked, “Have you ever read the
Bible?” and he said, “No, I have never read it.” Dr. Dean said, “You
are going against all science when you reject something that you
have never read or studied.” His point was well made. That lecture
series strengthened my faith and caused me to love God’s Word
and appreciate it so much more. Man has attacked it throughout
the ages and has tried to destroy it, but His Word continues to in-
fluence thousands and remains a best seller.

Man may ridicule the Bible and look on it with disdain, but
that does not change the power of God’s Word. It’s able to change
the most wicked people, when people open their hearts to it, as
Lydia in the New Testament.

After all, we know what man’s refusal to accept it has done
in our religious world. We see hundreds of various denominations
existing who do not abide in the Word of God. They don't accept
the authority of God’s Word and follow after human names and
creeds. Yet, it could be so different if they accepted the authority of
our Lord who said, “The words I have spoken unto you, shall judge
you in the last day” (John 12:48) We must continue to “contend
for the faith”, as God’s Word has not changed over the years. Man,
with his innovations has strayed from God’s Word and has refused
the authority of our Lord. Thankfully, we have brethren such as in
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this school, uphold and respect God’s Word!

Yes, we must continue to “speak where the Bible speaks” just
as the passage assigned to me says, “we are given instruction in
righteousness.” The Bible tells us very pointed and clearly, what is
involved in every realm of life. We don't have to guess what is right
or wrong. I remember hearing a Christian psychologist who was in
a meeting in Jowa where I preached, and he held up the Bible and
said, “This Bok holds all the answers to life and is all we need!”

Today, man for the most part does not uphold and respect the
word of God. We see compromise in the world and also among
some brethren. We must be serious about upholding the Word of
God, and holding true to it. Not long ago, Dr. Benjamin Carson, a
professor at John Hopkins University was ridiculed for not believ-
ing in same-sex marriage and evolution. The medical department
was talking about removing him from the commencement pro-
gram because he held to these matters. I respect people like him
who do not go along with the world and its’ views.

I pray that we will stand firm and be bold as Paul and others,
and uphold God’s Word. I hope we will remember the words of
Paul who said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation, to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.” (Romans 1:16)

May we as God’s people love the Word, stand up for His divine
revelation, and carry that saving message to all the world.
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Dan Carter '67

is is a happy occasion for me. I am glad to be back at

I brown trail where I spent two years of my life that prepared

me for a greater outreach in service of the Lord. I would

like to thank J. J. Hendrix, the school of preaching, and elders of

this fine congregation for asking me to have a part in this lecture-
ship.

T'am the first graduate of the brown trail school of preaching—
not because I was the smartest, but I was first in alphabetical order.
Roy always did things in order and I got my diploma first. When
you pull up the school on the web, you will see that first graduating
class. I am the handsome one.

Some preliminary considerations

John wrote five books of the New Testament: the Gospel of
John; first, second and third John; and revelation. It is said, that
John was the only apostle to have died a natural death (this is with-
out a biblical statement, however). It appears to me that Jesus said
these two brothers (James and John) would drink the cup even as
did he (Matthew 20:22, 23). James died at the hands of Herod and
that causes me to wonder about John, but again, there is no biblical
statement about his death.

John, along with his brother James, was in the fishing trade

with their father. They could have also been partnered with Pe-
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ter and Andrew, who were fishermen, also. Peter, James and John
were very close to Christ. They were present when Jesus raised the
daughter of Jairus from the dead, when he was transfigured, and in
the garden that last night (Luke 8:51, Matthew 17:1,2; Matthew
26:37), when he took them a little farther with him as he prayed.
He loved all the disciples, but John is called “that disciple whom
Jesus loved”(John 19:26). Because he reclined on the breast of the
Lord at supper (John 13:25), peter motioned for him to ask the
Lord who it was that should betray him. When Jesus was expiring
on the cross he requested that John take care of his mother, Mary.
John tells us that from that hour, he took her unto his own house
(John 19:26,27). Upon hearing that Christ was raised, it was peter
and John who ran to the tomb to behold the great wonder (John
20:3-5).

Now, much has been said about the close association Jesus had
with peter, James and John. Nothing should be made of this. It
only shows the humanity of Jesus. Instead of showing that he cared
for them more than the rest, I have a different idea. Could it be
that these men need special help in their growth? We are well ac-
quainted with Simon and the many problems he had, but the sons
of Zebedee also needed help. Recall with me that on one occasion
it became necessary, as they traveled to Jerusalem, to pass through
some of the towns of the Samaritans. Some of the disciples went
ahead to prepare a place for him in one of the villages. However,
the Samaritans did not want to receive him since he was going to
Jerusalem, so John and James desired the Lord to allow them to
call down fire from heaven and consume these people (Luke 9:54).
Jesus rebuked them by saying: “you know not the spirit you have.
I came not to destroy but to save™ It is no wonder then that Jesus
gave John and James the name of “boanerges” or “sons of thunder”
(Mark 3:17). So, at one time, John is shown to have had a temper
that needed to be controlled. Thus, I have concluded that these

three men needed some special attention from the Lord.
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'The body of the lesson

My assignment is to analyze, to study, I John 3:16. One thing
brother Deader emphasized over and over was: “keep it in context
men.” One of his favorite expressions was: “a text taken out of con-
text is a pretext.” So, to keep the verse in its context, we will need
to read a few verses before the text, then a few verses following.

Let us therefore look at verses 13-18. ‘This will allow us to see
the context and make the right meaning of the text: “marvel not,
my brethren, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loves
not his brother abides in death. Whosoever hates his brother is a
murderer: and you know no murderer has eternal life abiding in
him. Hereby perceive we the love of god, because he laid down
his life for us, we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But
whoso hath this world’s good, and sees his brother have need, and
shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells the love
of god in him. My little children let us not love in word neither in
tongue; but indeed and in truth.”

It should be apparent that John is showing the love god has for
us, and therefore, we should also love one another. If we do not
love we are not of god, for god is love (I John 4:8). Jesus called it “a
new commandment” and declared that by it “all men would know
that you are my disciples” (John 13:34, 35).

God’slove is a parent love

“as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear him” (psalm 103:13). God’s love is seen in that when we were
in an unlovely position, he loved us and sent his son to die for us.
As it was in the days of the flood, god could have just “wiped the
ground” with us, but he sent his dear son to die in our stead (ro-
mans 5:8). Christ said: “greater love has no man than this that a
man would lay down his life for his friends and you are my friends,
if you do what I say” (John 15:13, 14).
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I have two sons and five grandchildren. I tell you it would be
pain beyond unbearable to see one of them die but, to die as Jesus
died, is past my comprehension. He died for me! How often I
have cried over my sins and thanked god for adopting me into the
family (Ephesians 1:4, 5).1 am so unworthy!

Recall with me the man in Luke 15 who had two sons. The
younger decided that he wanted to go out on his own. He was a
man now and ready to tackle the world! The father allowed him
to choose. Once the inheritance was divided, the boy left home.
He wasted all he had, and found himself in a pigpen eating with
the pigs and no man came to his aid—broken in body and spirit,
he made his way back home. But, and this to me is the beauty of
the story, the father had kept the porch light on! He always looked
down the road and longed for the return of his son. He knew that
his son had made a mess of his life, but he was his boy. He loved
him and watched for the boy’s return!

'The son was willing to come back and just be as a hired servant,
but the father hugged him and he was forgiven and treated as a
child of love! Does the story sound familiar? Haven't we all gone
astray? Have we not made a mess of our lives in many ways? But
god loves us as a parent loves. He rocks us when we are ill. He
clothes us. He feeds us. He calls us his own!

Another thing—that father ran and hugged his son and wel-
comed him back home! Thanks, be unto god—he calls us his sons
(IJohn 3:1).

How we show our love to God:
By obedience (John 14:15)
By being near him (Matthew 18:20, Philippians 3:20)
By talking to him
By relying on him
By loving
By doing good in his name
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Our text, in I John 3:16, says that unless we love one another,
even to the point of giving our lives, then our love is not the god
love. True Christ love is to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself from the world (James 1:27); we are
to do good toward all men (Galatians 6:10); if we have an ought

with a brother, we are to go to him first, and not spread it all over
the brotherhood (Matthew 18:15-17), and the only time it is to be
made known to others is if he will not listen.

Brethren are in the same family. We may have brothers who
need to be corrected, but that is all taken care of when we follow
god’s word. Being in the family we have obligations. A brother
who will not submit to the word of god must be disciplined...but
even then, the discipline is to save his soul, not to cause him to be
forever lost. We do not encourage him in his sin, but by love, show
that his soul is in jeopardy.

In all of this, the words of Abraham come to mind—*we be
brethren” (genesis 13:8). Our love grows out of deep devotion for
god and a sincere care for the welfare of others.

Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10:38). As we follow our
Lord this ought to be our goal. We recall how a lawyer tempted
him one day by asking: “just who is my neighbor?” Our Lord an-
swered by giving the story of the Good Samaritan. This story is
found in Luke 10.

A certain man was beaten, robbed and left near dead, beside
the road. It happened that a priest (servant of god) saw him, but
passed by. ‘Then, a Levite came along, saw him, and he also passed
by. But,and this is significant, there is a Samaritan (despised by the
Jews) who also saw the man. He had compassion on him. Then,
he patched up the man's wounds, poured oil on them, put the man
on his own beast of burden and carried him to an inn. He made
provision for the man by paying the inn-keeper to take care of him,
then promised to return on his way back home, and pay more if
needed! Then, Jesus asked: “who proved to be neighbor?” The man
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said: “why, the one who helped”. Jesus said: “now, you go and to
likewise!”
Conclusion

We need this type of care, brethren. We need to be people who
not only know the book—but who follow it! We should remember
that Christ is seen in us through our love and, if we do not love, we
know not god, for god is love. A verse I close with ought to say it
all for those who follow Christ: “let brotherly love continue” (He-
brews 13:1).
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Rick Popejoy '85

ntroduction
l Once again the Alumni Association has chosen a good theme
for the lectures: Impact 3:16. This reminds me of some of the
older lectureships: Great Verses/Chapters of the Bible. I wish to
thank brother J.J. Hendrix and brother Bob Stapleton; as well as
the Alumni Association; and the elders here at Brown Trail for
their work on this project and their kind invitation.

Within the context of our assigned passage, we find a particular
state of mind: a resurrection state of mind (3:1-17). Paul begins, Tf
ye are risen with Christ” (3:1a), by reminding the Colossian breth-
ren that their decision to be baptized (2:12) placed them in Christ
where all spiritual blessings dwell (Eph. 1:3). Therefore, they were
to live as if they were citizens of this heavenly kingdom (Phi. 3:19).
Because a state of mind is temporary and can be altered by the
‘things on the earth” (3:2b), they must be ever vigilant: (1) to seek
those things above (3:1); (2) to set their affections on things above,
not on things of the earth (3:2); (3) to mortify and put off all the
things associated with the old state of mind (3:5-11); (4) to put
on those things associated with a resurrection state of mind (3:12-
17). So, after identifying the particular mindset they were to have,
divine revelation gives them the practical means by which they can
maintain this resurrection state of mind. First, they must allow the
peace of God umpire their hearts (3:15). Second, they must allow
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the word of Christ to move in and take up residence with them
(3:16). Finally, they must do all that, by the authority of the Lord
Jesus Christ (3:17).

Impact #1 - We have A Resource Available
"Let the word of Christ”

Not the words (plural) of men but the word (singular) of Christ
(Mark 7:7,9,13). Although the words of men are disjointed, the
word of Christ is cohesive in nature functioning as a perfect body
of doctrine. Notice, further regarding the construction, it means
that they are allowing someone/thing to do something with them.
Christ will not force His will upon anyone rather He allows men
opportunity to utilize His wisdom as a resource for their benefit.
Now a resource is not always understood, accessed, or even ap-
preciated but this resource is an absolute essential regarding those
things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). Consider this
poetically stated in the following:

Many years ago I entered the wonderful temple of God’s Rev-
elation. I entered the portico of Genesis and walked down
through the Old Testament art gallery, where the pictures of
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, Josh-
ua, David, and Daniel hung on the wall. I entered the music
room of the Psalms where the Spirit swept the keyboard of
nature and brought forth the dirge-like wail of the weeping
prophet Jeremiah, to the grand impassioned strains of Isaiah,
until it seemed that every reed and harp in God’s great organ
of nature responded to the tuneful touch of David, the sweet
singer of Israel. I entered the chapel of Ecclesiastes where the
voice of the preacher was heard; and passed into the conser-
vatory of Sharon, where the Lily of the Valley’s sweet-scent-
ed spices filled and perfumed my life. I entered the business
office of Proverbs, and passed into the observatory room of
the prophets, where I saw many telescopes, of various sizes,

some pointing to far-off events, but all concentrated upon the
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Bright Morning Star which was soon to rise over the moonlit
hills of Judea for our salvation. I entered the audience room of
the King of kings, and saw the viewpoint of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, I entered the Acts of the Apostles, where the
Holy Spirit was doing His office work in the formation of the

infant church. I passed into the correspondence room where
sat Paul, Peter, James, Jude and John penning their epistles. I

stepped into the throne room of Revelation where all towered
into glittering peaks. I saw the King seated upon His throne
in all His glory - and I cried, "All hail the power of Jesus’
name, let angels prostrate fall; bring forth the royal diadem
and crown Him Lord of all."

Some resources are not all that they are propped up to be,
yet this resource is revealed by divine inspiration and confirmed
by miracles (Eph. 3:3; 2 Tim. 3:16; Phi. 1:7; Jho. 20:30-31; Mk.
16:15-20; cf. Deu. 18:18f; 13:1f). Therefore we commit ourselves,
like the apostle Paul, to "walk by faith, and not by sight" (2 Cor.
5:7; cf. Rom. 10:17).

This resource is called the "word of Christ" because Christ is
the sum of the Bible and the heart of the gospel (cf. Rom. 1:16;
2 Cor. 4:4; Phi. 1:27). He meets man’s most fundamental needs.
Man has but four basic needs in religion. They are as follows: First,
man needs a priest to represent him before God (Heb. 3:1; 4:14-
16). Second, man needs a sacrifice to approach God (Jho. 1:29; 1
Pet. 1:19; Heb. 7:27; 9:26). Third, man needs a prophet to reveal
God to him (Jho. 1:18; Acts 3:22-23). Finally, man needs a King
to organize, manage and direct his life (cf. Jer. 10:23; 1 Tim. 6:15;
Rev. 17:14; 19:11-16). This is the word of Christ.

“This book contains the mind of God, the state of man,
the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness
of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its
histories are true, and its decisions immutable. Read it to be

1. The Temple of the Word, unknown author
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wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains
light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer
you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s com-
pass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christians charter. Christ is

its subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.
It should fill the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet.

Read it slowly, frequently and prayerfully. It is given to you in
life, will be open in the Judgment, and be remembered forev-
er. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest
labor, and condemns all who trifle with its holy precepts.”?

What a resource! To find the word of Christ is the greatest discov-
ery; to know the word of Christ is the greatest knowledge; there-
fore, to put the word of Christ into action is the greatest achieve-
ment.

Impact #2 - We Have A Blessing Attached
"dwell in you richly”

One must allow the word of Christ to take up residence in his
heart (Deu. 6:6-9; 11:18-20; Psa. 119:11; Jer. 15:16; Jho. 15:7). This
is a blessing that keeps on giving. If a young man will take heed to
it, it will cleanse his way (Psa.119:9).If one hides it in their heart,
it will keep them from sin (Psa. 119:11). If one keep it every before
them, it will illuminate their path (Psa. 119:105). If one impart it
to their young, it will make them wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).
If one obey it's precepts, it will purify their soul (1 Pet. 1:22).If one
come to know it's truth, it shall make them free (Jho. 8:32). If one
engrafts it with meekness, it is able to save their soul (Jas. 1:21).
No wonder then, Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation..." (Rom. 1:16).
As for the doctrines revealed in the Bible, you should have them
at your fingertips. The great truths of the word of God should be
as familiar to you as a carpenter, his tools. So should you prize “the
word of Christ” by letting it dwell in you richly.

2. The Bible: God's Holy Book, unknown author.
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We are not just allowing the word of Christ to visit us as a guest
on Sunday, we are allowing the word of Christ to dwell in us richly,
abundantly. An adverb of quantity, "pertaining to that which ex-
ists in a large amount, with the implication of its being valuable."
How have you treated Scripture lately? Is the word of Christ living
in the proverbial dog-house because you don't like what it says? Is
the word lonely, forsaken and living in a homeless shelter because
you have refused it a dwelling place?

God tells us how to prepare a heart for dwelling. We are to
teach, “sharpen, whet, hone, stimulate” and is often used with refer-
ence to a sword. “If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge,
then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to
direct” (Ecc. 10:10). “Tron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend” (Pro. 27:17). “Except the Lord build the
house... children are an heritage of the Lord” (Psa. 127:1,3).

God tells us when to prepare a heart for dwelling. Talk with,
“converse, command, warn, threaten, promise, sing, to be pierced.”
To teach incisively, “penetrating, clear & sharp.” Notice the when?
Morning, “when thou risest up.” During the day, “when thou walk-
est by the way.” Evening, “when thou sitteth in the house.” Bed-
time, “when thou liest down.”

God tells us where to prepare a heart for dwelling. First, bind
them, “tie them together; keep them always nearby.” “Let not mer-
cy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them
upon the table of thine heart” (Pro. 3:3). “Bind them continually
upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck” (Pro. 6:21).“Bind
them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart”
(Pro 7:3). “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them
slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward”
(Heb. 2:1-2). Second, write them, “record, engrave” (cf. Job 19:23-

3. Louw-Nida Lexicon, Bible Works 6
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25).

Finally, God tells us why we need to prepare a heart for dwell-
ing. It is the only way to get God in their heart (v. 6). Affluent
societies naturally cause men to forget and rely on self rather than
God (vv. 10-12). God is a jealous God and will not tolerate a rival
for His affections (vv. 13-15).

Impact #3 - We have A System To Obtain The Blessing
'in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
There are three elements involved within this impact verse:
teaching, admonishing and singing. In seeking to profit our fel-
lowman, with the words of Christ, there must be teaching and ad-
monishing of one another. We do this by singing the actual psalms
which we find in the Old Testament - Psalms; by songs that are di-
rected to God and Christ in praise and devotion - Hymns; and by
songs that are directed to fellow-Christians - Spiritual Songs. This
is done in all wisdom. The proper object of wisdom is to apply what
we know first to ourselves, for our own direction. The greatest end
of wisdom is to share it with others who appreciate its value. Thus
in wisdom, our worship in music is designed to lift up our hearts to
a higher plane - to the divine plane where our Lord sets.

One of the primary purposes for singing therefore is teaching
(Col. 3:16). It is for this reason that our songs must therefore pass
the smell test - is it first, Scriptural? If an eldership would not al-
low a preacher to preach the doctrine of premillennialism then it
should not/cannot allow it's song leader to "teach" it either. Here is

an example of a song which teaches basic fundamentals concerning
the church.

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.
She is His new creation by water and the word;
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.
Elect from every nation, yet one oer all the earth;
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Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued.
Other songs we sing admonish and encourage those who are

Christians to do what they already know they should do (Col. 3:16;
Eph. 5:19). Here is an example,

Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;

Abide in Him always, and feed on His word;

Make friends of God's children; help those who are weak;
Forgetting in nothing His blessings to seck.

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;

Spend much time in secret with Jesus alone;

By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.

Another song of exhortation says:
Work for the night is coming,

Work through the morning hours;
Work while the dew is sparkling,
Work ‘mid springing flowers.

Work when the day grows brighter,
Work in the glowing sun;

Wortk, for the night is coming,
When mans work is done.

O how we need this admonition is in a day when so many other
things crowd out the doing of the Lord’s work. Life is too fleeting
and our opportunities are soon gone, therefore, we need to encour-
age each other to work while we have opportunity. Consider the
effect of many voices singing these kinds of songs; it has led many
people to decide to respond to the Lord’s invitation. There is defi-
nitely a place in our singing for songs whose purpose is admonition,
encouragement, and exhortation. *

4. Worship in Song, Batsell Barrett Baxter, Sermon #611, October 6, 1968.
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Conclusion

Impact 3:16? Certainly So... We have a wonderful resource of
spiritual power that blesses and blesses our life and we are told how
to access, obtain and properly utilize this rich resource in Colos-
sians 3:16.Do you want wisdom with which to master yourself?
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Do you need some-
thing to cheer a naturally sinking spirit? “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly.” Do you wish for that which will calm an angry
mind, a temper all too apt to be suddenly excited? “Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly.” Are you in a vocation where you are
sorely tempted and do you long to know how to be kept from fall-
ing into sin? “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Is your
position in life a very difficult one? Are you scarcely able to balance
the claims of different relationships? “Let the word of Christ dwell

in you richly.”

Are you expecting to have a time of intense strain and trial
such as you have never experienced before? Prepare yourself for it
by letting “the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” A resurrection
state of mind can only be obtained by obedience to the gospel plan
of salvation (Col. 2:12) and it can only be properly maintained by
consistently assembling with the saints (Heb. 10:25) for the pur-
pose of worshipping God in spirit and in truth (Jho. 4:24).

Some may question how I could possibly have an entire lesson
on Colossians 3:16 and not mention anything about the practice of
mechanical instruments of music? Well, the Holy Spirit inspired
the apostle Paul to write the entire verse without once mention-
ing the practice of mechanical instruments of music. Let us speak
where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Let
us call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible things in Bible
ways. If it is not authorized, it cannot be practiced. Oh wait, that is
Colossians 3:17, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father
by him".
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Larry Jones '05

eace stands as one of the most coveted of spiritual quali-

ties, but, also, as one of the hardest to attain of attributes.

The text of our study reads, “Now may the Lord of peace
Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you
all” (2 Th. 3:16). In the Pauline Epistles, always peace provides the
opening good wishes to the various recipients of the epistles. In ad-
dition, many times, at the end of Epistles, Paul reiterates his good
will by requesting peace for those to whom he writes. In certain
Epistles peace provides not just his hopes but some the doctrinal
content of the Epistle itself. This does not seem the case however
in the text we contemplate. The introduction of 2 Thessalonians
1:2 and the closing verses of 2 Thessalonians 3:16 offer the only
two mentions of peace within the Epistle, both as introduction and
closing comments. To examine the subject of peace we will go be-
yond the context of our verse and summarize some of the New
Testament teachings concerning peace.

The Scriptures show that peace “always” and “in every way” to
be, at best, difficult to reach. Similar to love (as in Mt 22:37-40)
peace has three avenues to achieve the perfection which Paul wish-
es to the Thessalonians. The three pathways of peace are:

1. PEACEWITHTHE GODHEAD

2. PEACEWITH MEN

3. PEACE WITH OUR INNER SELF
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The Word of God testifies to the trials of obtaining the triple crown
of peace in satisfying God, mankind and ourselves.

Because we sin and sell ourselves spiritually into the slavery
of sin, we make God our enemy (Rom. 3:23; 6:17-18). God must
separate from sin because His very nature of purity and holiness
is repelled by our transgressions (Is. 59:1-2; Gn. 3:22-24). Most
of the world stands in this condition. As Christians, we know that
we fight a spiritual war (Eph. 6:10-17). Before our conversion we
fought, however ignorantly and unenthusiastically, on the wrong
side. Sin must be dealt with on God’s terms not our own or peace
with God is impossible.

Likewise peace with each other proves as problematic as peace
with God. The Bible speaks of “wars and rumors of war.” We rec-
ognize that as long as man’s ability to gain his desires by military
force exists we will have wars. The United States has military in a
variety of places to either prevent attack or to guard resources and
allies. Recent technological advances allow us to war even with
computers, as we see other governments engaging in Cyber attacks
on the industrial assets of America.

Statements by Jesus, Himself, testify to the challenging aspects
of having peace. Although prophesied as the “Prince of Peace” Je-
sus spoke these words, “Do not think that I came to bring peace
on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword” (Is. 9:6; Mt.
10:34). His doctrinal teachings brought and continue to bring
confrontation between members of families (Mt. 10:34-36). We
see this even within Christ’s own earthly family (Mk. 3:21, 31-35).

As already mentioned, we wage a spiritual war against Satan
and his minions, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). The admonishment to “Put on the
Whole Armor of God” attests to the state of war between Christi-

anity and the forces of Devil and the essential call for the prepared-
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ness of each warrior (Eph. 6:11).

As far as peace within man, the countless self help and inner
peace “gurus” of television and the internet attest to our needs for
inner peace. A Duke University study, on “peace of mind,” listed
several traits which affect the mental and emotional stability of
persons. Among the factors mentioned were nursing an absence
of suspicion or resentment, not worrying about what cannot be
changed, and believing in something bigger that yourself. Others
called upon us to not engage in self-pity or have grandiose ex-
pectations of ourselves and to cultivate the “old fashioned” virtues
of love, humor, compassion and loyalty. Certainly we see some
benefit in the advice from this study. Indeed many of the sugges-
tions have Biblical origins and support. As in most subjects of true
importance the Bible has much to speak of on the subject of peace.
Paul and other writers of the New Testament claim the possibil-
ity of peace for Christians. How do we obtain that peace which
the Bible portrays as peace that “surpasses all understanding” (Phil.
4:7)?

Peace: My Personal Pardon

Acquiring true peace begins with making peace with our God.
God understood man’s need for salvation. The uncertainty of life,
and the prospect of eternal condemnation bear out the necessity to
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12).
We must return to having a positive relationship with God and
view this as the greatest priority in gaining peace. Acknowledging
what God has done for us should emphasize how important our
salvation is to God.

The plans began to be made before creation began. An all-
knowing God understood the ramifications of what the creation
of a free moral agent entailed. Free choice involves the possibility
of poor or bad choice. Sin would part man from God. How would
God deal with this separation by sin?
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Deity established and maintains Christ as the cornerstone of
man’s return to God (1 Pt 2:6-8). Revelation describes Christ as,
“the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8). The
sacrifice of God’s Son covers the sins of those who return to God
in the manner He has prepared. Men's efforts to reach God by
men's own devices failed at Babel and continue to fail to this day
(Gen 11:1-9).

'The Old Testament points towards Christ’s preeminence in
this salvation process. The law illustrates man’s inability to achieve
salvation on his terms, by law keeping (Acts 15:10-11). Some
might charge that God formed a law impossible to keep. Christ
kept the law in perfection thus fulfilling the law so it could be
taken out of the way (Gal 4:4; Heb 4:15; Col 2:14). “Do not think
that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). Christ shows the righteousness
of God and the law God created by living under it and keeping
it perfectly. Man could keep the law but didn’t. This demonstrates
the necessity of some other system of salvation, salvation by grace
through faith (Eph 2:8-10).

God, the Father, gave His grace by giving His Son. Christ be-
came flesh, lived as a man and died the death of the cross to create
a spiritual path to reach God. Christ came as a sacrifice to cover
our sins, “Behold, The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world” (Jn. 1:29). The blood shed covers our sins and allows us to
return to a relationship with God and for the covenant of Grace to
include all who choose to come again to the God of the heavens
(Heb. 9:14; 10:4; Rev. 1:5). “But if we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7).

We should not think of this as a blanket salvation that all will
be saved, but rather that all can be saved. Christ died for all but
only those who decide to come to Him and obey the requirements

to be saved will receive the benefits of the return of fellowship
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with God. Salvation is a free gift from God (the very definition
of “grace”) but a gift with conditions to receive that grace. A good
illustration is if you won a car. Perhaps you entered a drawing or
maybe someone placed your name to be drawn. Even if you did
nothing to enter the drawing to receive the car you will have to
meet requirements (18 years of age, generally not an employee of
the company giving the gift, etc.). Even with a free gift there are
conditions. We refer to these conditions as the “steps of salvation”
or “plan of salvation.” These requirements constitute the necessary
terms for God to save, forgive, remit, cover, wash away, justify, re-
deem, and other such statements referring to the process of our
salvation by God.

Obviously, the acquiring of Biblical faith constitutes the begin-
ning of our pathway to salvation (Rom 10:17). “Without faith it is
impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6a). But faith is not the end of
the conditions we must meet. Repentance, also, is necessary (Lk.
13:3,5; Acts 17:30). We must turn from sin and travel the way back
to our God. And as faith grows we must confess Christ before men
(Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10). But all these steps while showing
our commitment still does not convert us to our life as a Christian
or add us to the saved, in the spiritual body, the church. Our rebirth
by immersion in water saves us and places us in the body of Christ
(Mk. 16:16; Jn. 3:3-5; Acts 2:28, 47; 3:19; 1 Pt. 3:20-21). Meeting
the conditions, we partake of the benefits of salvation under the
new covenant created by Christ. The blood of Christ continually
cleanses faithful Christians as they walk the path set forth by the
Scriptures to the end of our mortal lives (1 Jn. 1:7; Rev. 2:10). The
words of Paul declare the peace we obtain, “Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus

Christ” (Rom. 5:1).
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Peace: My Personal Priority

Reaching this relationship of peace with God requires us to
work for peace with mankind. The Sermon on the Mount shows
peace as a blessing to those who work to accomplish and create it.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God”
(Mt. 5:9).The Bible encourages us to be at peace with all men, but
God understands this lies within the influence of each individual
Christian. “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peace-
ably with all men” (Rom. 12:18). Circumstances outside our control
(conflict and confrontations of others) may work to disrupt that
peace. The Scriptures teach the importance of peace in the Church
and with those outside the church:

“Be at peace among yourselves” (I 'Th. 5:13b)

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no
one will see the Lord” (Heb 12:14)

'The Church itself is a peace making product of the Godhead.
Ephesians 2:14-22 shows us that God the Father through the
blood of Christ has made Gentile and Jew into one spiritual Body,
the Church (Eph. 1:22-23). We have access to the Father by the
Spirit and the Son’s blood. Because our sins are forgiven we have
peace with God and peace with each other. We labor to maintain
that peace.

The Word tells us to go to our brother when a brother’s sin is
involved (Mt. 18:15-17). But if brother has something against a
brother that does not involve sin, certainly the principle of going
to a brother might still apply and bear the fruit of peace. The first
brother must decide if the issue bears discussion or can be forgotten
and not spoken of. Peace is the ultimate goal.

‘The Sermon on the Mount encourages us to go to the brother
that has something against us. “Therefore if you bring your gift
to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.

First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
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gift” (Mt. 5:23-24). Jesus mentions this as being something to take
care of before making your offering to God.To be in harmony and
most pleasing to God when we offer worship we need to be at
peace with our fellow brethren.

Going to the brother who offends or seeking out the offended
brother unveils two great tenets for peace. The dialog helps shape
and produce peace as a priority within the church and perhaps
helps us to realize the smallness of some matters we let be blown
up in our minds (making mountains out of molehills spiritually).
These two attitudes work even with those outside the church to a
certain extent. To be peacemakers we must be peace builders first.
Peace is a Christian priority!

Peace impacts on the efforts we put forth in converting souls.
Jesus tells us that religion will divide us. The Word shows the im-
portance and value of the men’s souls. “For what profit is it to a man
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mt. 16:26). Paul encourages
us not to “hinder” the saving power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 1 Co.
9:12). We strive to be at peace with those inside and outside of the
body of Christ so we do not cause our brothers to sin and that we
may teach and convert those outside the body of Christ.

We regard forgiveness as a great pillar of peaceful relation-
ships. As Christians, we must forgive. Jesus demonstrates this in
His example of prayer. “And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who is indebted to us” (Lk. 11:4). Both in doctrinal state-
ment and in the parable of the unforgiving servant, Jesus illustrates
that our willingness to forgive others parallels God’s willingness to
forgive us (Mt. 6:14-15; 18:22-35). God’s forgiveness comprises a
bottomless well as long as the one asking exhibits true repentance.
The Bible encourages Christians to demonstrate a Godly attitude
of forgiveness with other men.

Peter asks how many times he should forgive and then pro-

vides the high (in Peter’s estimation) number of seven times. Man
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considers seven (the number of Godly perfection) times sufficient
forgiveness. Jesus states not just seven but to “seven times seven-
ty” (Mt. 18:21-22). This lifts the forgiveness bar to His heavenly
heights. Even for a single day, Christ set the highest of standards.
“If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, for-
give him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven
times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘T repent,’ you shall forgive
him” (Lk. 17:3-4). To forgive and ask forgiveness endures as crucial
to peaceful relationships between us, other men and our God.

Peace: My Personal Possession

What of our inward struggle for peace? Once again the Scrip-
tures give much needed advice for inner peace. The fourth chap-
ter of Philippians provides a treasure chest of counsel to allow the
Christian to have peace as his personal possession. “Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be made known to God” (Phil 4:6). In
other words, don't worry!

The Sermon on the Mount presents an abundance of advice on
the things about which we worry. “Therefore I say to you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food
and the body more than clothing?” (Mt 6:25). A study, years ago,
about worry had the following findings:

40% - Worry about things that never happen

30% - Worry about things in the past we cannot change
12% - Needless Health Worries

10% - Petty Miscellaneous Worries

8% - Legitimate and Real Worries

'The majority of our worries are things about which we can do
nothing or they will not happen. Jesus emphasizes this by the ques-
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tion, “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?”
(Mt 6:27).To conclude this section Jesus teaches about worry, “But
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.” (Mt. 6:33). Some say, “The worry of
tomorrow rots the joy of today.” Jesus tells us to deal with our wor-
ries of tomorrow simply, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day
is its own trouble” (Mt 6:34). God takes care of His people.

Prayer represents one of the greatest of spiritual blessings we
have as Christians. We have the privilege, as His children, to come
before our Father in prayer and to lay the needs, burdens, troubles,
and fears of our lives before Him. As a product of our faith in God,
we know He will deal with the things which concern us. We set
our problems in the presence of His infinite wisdom and awesome
power. Even working within the parameters of providence, God
can accomplish His will in this world and provide protection to

His people. “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails
much” (James 5:16b).

God knows our needs and wants (Mt. 6:8). He still requires
us to ask earnestly and humbly in prayer. We must ask, seek, and
knock. We speak to God as an earthly parent desires to speak to
their children. We pray to God to give thanks to Him for prayers
He answers. We, also, may express our adoration as exemplified
in the Psalms of David, “I will love You, O LORD, my strength”
(Ps. 18:1). Articulation of our needs and belief in God’s ability and
disposition to help improves our inner mental peace, providing the

peace of God (Phil. 4:7).

Abraham Lincoln once said that we are exactly how happy as
we decide. The Bible agrees with that thought. While we recog-
nize mental disorders and depression occur the Christian can af-
fect their mental disposition “Finally, brethren, whatever things are
true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever

things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of
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good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praise-
worthy--meditate on these things” (Phil 4:8). What we think about
affects our minds. We hear the complaint that the media shows us
only the bad things which happen. Certainly the majority of media
we see, hear and read stresses many of the darker elements. The old
computer term G.I1.G.O. (Garbage In, Garbage Out) describes the
darkening of our mental world. We must shine the light of good-
ness in our minds as Paul directs us to do: the true, the noble, the
just, the pure, lovely, the things of good report, the virtuous, things
of praiseworthiness. Think about such things. A little light goes a
long way to dispel darkness within our minds.

A steady diet of light will help us acquire our inner peace. The
Bible supplies a great source of spiritual food to encourage us in
finding peace. The words of the 23rd Psalm show the great provi-
sion and protection of our God. We see the Glory of Heaven in
the word pictures given in Revelation chapters 4 and 5. Likewise,
the consoling words of 1 Thessalonians 4, verses 13-18, “But I do
not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with
Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of
the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with the Lord.” Verse 18 marks these words
as words to “comfort” the Christian as they think about and con-
template the Scriptures.

'The Bible shows the darkness of man but also presents the great
potential man has by embracing the light of God and the Word
God gives us. Paul says to, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will
say, rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4). Such rejo7i6cing does not imply happiness all
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the time but even in sadness and heartache we keep the capacity to
celebrate the existence of our God. No matter how bad the circum-
stance still we acknowledge the presence of our God and such faith
causes us rejoicing.

Arrested for crimes they did not commit, Paul and Silas prayed
and sang at Midnight (Acts 16:25). The darkest time of night in
that inner dark cell and the light of Paul and Silas’s inner peace
shines forth. Paul calls it the peace of God, “which surpasses all
understanding” (Phil. 4:7). He and Silas demonstrate that peace
of mind as examples for the Christians of his time and for future
believers.

The Peace of God very much centers in the God of Peace. He
exists and stands ready to help us. He declares in His Word, the
Victory His Son has already won and that we have that victory also,
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Co.15:57). We have every reason to have a good
mental attitude and inner peace. The God of Peace is our God!

As Christians we can have it all but we must work for our
peace. No matter which peace (peace with God, each other, or our-
selves) we put in effort to come by that peace and effort to maintain
our peace. Like unity, we talk about having it yet the gaining of it
proves difficult. We assume the possibility of having peace “always
in every way” as Paul wished to the Thessalonians. But such will not
just be dropped into our laps. Peace requires effort and a continual
striving. As Paul’s writings and attitude demonstrated, he had a
total peace through his relationship with Jesus Christ. “Not that I
speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to
be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things, I have learned both to be full and to
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:11-13).

All yearn for peace and certainly the peace Paul envisions pro-
vides an extraordinary quest in the life of every Christian. We echo
-
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the wishes of Paul that all Christians have peace “always in every
way” and that “the Lord be with you all.” God will do His part in
our possessing that peace. But we must do our part. So we add to
that aspiration another wish that all have the willingness to work
to attain that total peace and maintain it until they meet the God
of Peace.
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Landon Rowell '05

s I began to study the topic that I was given, Job 3:16, I
AI“iCle realized there would be a number of days of deep
tudy that would be required. Between the magnitude

of all that was lost and the pain it was causing one begins to un-
derstand why Job utters many of the things he says as he opens his
mouth in chapter three and expounds aloud of his deep emotional
grief and agony. In this lesson my hope is to illustrate this grief and
pain and learn from the lessons that are found therein concerning
the mindset that Job discovers himself in, a mindset of depression.

Scripture abounds with those that encounter painful situations.
Whether it is Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, or Joseph being sold
into slavery we find people who have reasons for feeling extreme
hurt. This is not unexpected as anyone that has the ability to rea-
son can tell we live in a world that is at best considered difficult.
Sin has permeated mankind (Romans 3:23) and caused so much
sorrow that it has led many, such as Solomon, to write things like,
“But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the
evil deeds that are done under the sun"(Ecclesiastes 4:3)". The weep-
ing prophet in his distress spoke these words, “Cursed be the day on
which I was born! The day when my mother bore me, let it not be blessed!
15 Cursed be the man who brought the news to my father, A son is born

1. All Scriptures are taken from the ESV unless otherwise noted. If other translations are
used this is not necessarily an endorsement of the translation.
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to you,” making him wvery glad. 16 Let that man be like the cities that
the LORD overthrew without pity; let him hear a cry in the morning
and an alarm at noon, 17 because he did not kill me in the womb; so
my mother would have been my grave, and her womb forever great. 18
Why did I come out from the womb to see toil and sorrow, and spend my
days in shame” (Jeremiah 20:14-18). Many today feel the same way
as Solomon and Jeremiah felt. Many deal everyday with this type
of suffering due to extreme loss. However I would venture to say
that most if not all have not had to contend with all the simultane-
ous losses that Job did. It is because of this compounded loss that
we see such excruciating suffering poured out by Job and which led
Job to cry out, “...why was I not as a hidden stillborn child, as infants
who never see light” (Job 3:16). Job a faithful child of God was truly
“A Desperate Man.”

Before we can start to empathize with Job we must first learn
what Job had and then lost. From chapter one we see that Job had
ten children, seven sons and three daughters. He possessed seven
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen,
and five hundred female donkeys. He had so many servants that
the text simply reads, “very many servants, so that this man was the
greatest of all the people of the east” (Job 1:3). We read next that (in
a matter of mere moments) Job had lost just about everything. He
had lost the sheep, camels, oxen, donkeys, and even his children. I,
like many others, have experienced great loss. I have even buried
four of my children and thus can understand a portion of this pain,
but I cannot, with all the hurt I experienced, imagine hearing all
of this loss at once or how I would react to such information being
given. I would venture my reaction like most others, unfortunately,
would not be that of Job's, “... Naked I came from my mother’s woms,
and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD bhas taken
away; blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21).

After all this we find Job was not done losing that which he

previously had. In chapter two and four we now discover Job los-
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ing his health and his wife and friends support. From head to toe
he was covered with “loathsome sores” which he needed to scrape
with broken pieces of pottery. This last infliction of sores on Job
was all Job’s wife could handle and her seemingly previous support
turns as she tells Job to, “Curse God and die” (Job 2:9). Job’s friends
come to his apparent aid sitting with him for seven days without
saying a word in what appeared to be support. Yet as soon as Job
expresses, in chapter three, his aching and misery his friends turn
from their support to deriding him and accusing him of being the
most egregious sinner. Ladies and gentleman this is not a loss that
can be easily sympathized with. We can at best empathize.

Within chapter three we get a glimpse of the sheer torture
Job was going through and the mental state he had incurred. Job
was without a doubt depressed. This is something many today in
America and all over the world can relate to. One statistical web-
site points out that, “Approximately 18.8 million American adults,
or about 9.5 percent of the U.S. population age 18 and older in a
given year, have a depressive disorder.”? In discussing this mental
challenge it points out how younger and younger people are be-
coming depressed, “Depressive disorders are appearing earlier in
life with the average age of onset 50 years ago being 29 whereas
recent statistics indicate it at just 14.5yrs in today's society.”* Now
more than ever it seems we, mankind, need to heed the lessons of
Job and learn how to handle loss and how to handle such mental
states.

Now that we have some background and can at least hope-
fully empathize with Job let us look and see how people today can
learn from this difficult time in Job’s life. There are three ways we
are going to achieve this. First we will examine how Job was an
unwavering man, next we will tackle how Job was a rational man,
and last we will discuss how that truth can help Christians today
deal with the emotional fatigue known as depression.

2. http://www.depressionperception.com/depression/depression-facts-and-statistics.htm!
3. Ibid
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Job is one of the mentally strongest men to have lived consid-
ering he lost so much yet he, without a doubt, was unwavering in
his support of our Most High God. Consider for a moment how
Job could have reacted upon hearing all this news. He could have
cursed God as his wife suggested. Today more often than not this
is the first thing people participate in when going through trials
or tribulations. I cannot tell you how many people I have come
across that have “given up & cursed” God because of what they
have been through. This was not Job's response, he was unwavering
“...INaked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return.
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD” and to his wife “But ke said to her, “You speak as one of
the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and
shall we not receive evil... ”(Job 1:21; 2:10). Job could have given up
on life and committed suicide, ironically another suggestion of his
wife, however he did not listen to this advice either. In fact it states,
“In all this Job did not sin with bis lips” (Job 2:10). How remarkable
Job was bearing in mind everything he had lost that with his lips
he did not sin.

Not only was Job an unwavering man he was a rational man.
He was able to process the information he had and conclude, for
the most part, the proper understanding and response. Job could
have been so overwhelmed by the situation that he became irra-
tional saying things that made no logical since. He could have be-
come so flabbergasted that he listened to others and concluded he
was at fault or that he deserved such devastation. This is not how
we see Job processing the situation. Job quickly rationalized that
all things belong to God and we are simply stewards of that which
we have (Job 1:21; Psalm 24:1; 1 Chronicles 29:11; I Pt 4:10) and
getting too attached is folly. He also recognized that he was with-
out blame for what had taken place in that he had not sinned so
as to deserve such a punishment (Job 6:1-3). In all this Job could
have lost proper perspective and fallen into what so many before

and since have done which consists of listening to others rather
8
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than God, which he did not do. Job logically concluded that it is
best to “Leave the presence of a fool, for there you do not meet words of
knowledge.” (Pr 14:7). He also soundly seized the rationale that
“The wisdom of the prudent is to discern his way, but the folly of fools is
deceiving” (Pr 14:8). Job was a remarkably rational man.

Knowing Job was an unwavering faithful man and a very ra-
tional man is that which Christians today need to spurn them-
selves on to righteousness when dealing with the struggles of life.
Paul made clear the Old Testament was written for our learning
(Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 10:11). There are two basic reasons
why many have become so depressed and continue in it today both
Christian, unfortunately, and non-Christian, expectedly. The first
reason is that people today have embraced and irrationally found
sin as a good and proper thing. This is by no means a new phe-
nomenon, remember God, through inspiration, made clear that in
Isaiah’s day there were those that were doing just this, “Wee o those
who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20).
Today we see people striving to justify things like homosexuality
by clamoring “they were born this way so it cannot be wrong” which
could not be further from the truth (I Corinthians 6:9-10). It is
said by far too many that the murder of children is righteous be-
cause “it is only truly the mother’s body.” How irrational consider-
ing everything that is easily known both scientifically and bibli-
cally (Genesis 17:25; 25:21-24; Lk 1:41, 44; 2:12). Today most are
depressed because they have embraced that which leads to death
(Romans 6:23). The second reason so many are depressed today
is because like the previous reason, they embrace knowledge from
every source but “the source.” The Bible has to the world become
foolishness and something that only the intellectually inadequate
go to. As one person put it in question form, “Why do stupid
people believe in Jesus and the Bible Mythology?™ This limita-
tion people now have concerning the knowledge of God has led

4. hutp://uk answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110515091017AA5joXC
8
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to a rise in mental fatigue and a decline in mental fortitude. God

explains this truth when He says, "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge...” (Hosea 4:6). These two things have led to the rise of
depression worldwide so consequently these two things can lead

to overcoming depression. I have long stated that just about every
form of depression can be fixed by getting proper help which is

properly done through Scripture. How did Job manage to over-

come and get through the astounding amount of loss he went
through; by embracing good as being founded in righteousness

and finding righteousness only in God’s Word. It is only through

God we can o all things” (Philippians 4:13). It is only through

God we can have “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding”
(Philippians 4:7). After all is peace not what all those dealing with

depression are after? Peace cannot be found in modern miracles as

they do not exist (I Corinthians 13:9-10; James 1:25). It cannot
be done by overpowering self-will (Matthew 4:4). Peace cannot be

achieved by being the best architect, farmer, winebibber or even the

richest person in the world. Solomon proved this true in the book
of Ecclesiastes where he concluded that all those things were “..

vanity of vanities! All is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2) and that if man

wanted peace they must .. Fear God and keep His commandments,

for this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13 NKJV).

Job when faced with a most heinous set of circumstances dealt
righteously. Though he did become depressed he never allowed it
to overcome him. Job consumed with sorrow and despair never
sought out sin to end his trouble but rather sought out God to hear
his plea for help (Job 23:1-7). Oh what a man to learn from.

Christians today who struggle with the mental strain of life must
learn the lessons of Job and heed the Words of God. Christians
to find the peace that surpasses understanding must unwaveringly
trust in God and rely not on their own understanding (Proverbs
3:5) but on God’s most precious Word. I am reminded of what one
man wrote, “Man is not at peace with his fellow man because he is

not at peace with himself. Man is restless with himself because he
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has no peace with God. The pursuit of pleasure for pleasure’s sake
is a sign of inner turmoil. Pleasure seekers throughout history have
found over and over that the temporary diversions of life give way
to a deeper despair. The nagging feeling that “something is wrong”
is hard to shake off...” Without God depression will only deep-
en and restrict but with God and the obedience of God’s Word
Christians struggling with depression can overcome and in many
cases prevent such a state from starting. Let each of us commit to
memory the words of Paul inspired by God that T can do all things
through him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

5. http://www.gotquestions.org/man-live-without-God.htm!
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Robert Stapleton , BTSOP
Director

s has already been noted, so much can be gleaned from
Azhe Scriptures as we carefully study our way from cover to
over of our Bibles. So far in our studies we have learned

several things.

We have learned of God’s love for His creation.

We have learned of the need to, in turn, love Him and worship
Him according to His will.

We have learned of the inspiration of God’s Word, and the
faitthat comes from it.

We have learned about the greatness of the mystery of godli-
ness and of the fact that our Savior is coming again.

Rather than turn to the wisdom of men, we have learned all
of this from the scriptures, which should be our constant source of
information for “life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).

All of this, and so much more is found, not hidden in the scrip-
tures, but plainly revealed on the pages of Holy Writ awaiting our
coming to the knowledge of it (John 5:39; 8:32; 2 Timothy 2:15).
How wonderful it is to be able each day of our lives to sit down
with God’s inspired, inerrant and plenary Word! How wonderful
it is to be able to see the truth found within and make application

of it to our lives in order to be able to live as God would have us.
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Yet, so few avail themselves of the great blessings that come from
regular study of the Bible.

Due to the emphasis on the Scriptures so far, as it should be,
I want to elaborate on the importance of the scriptures and what
they teach.

What are the scriptures?

The word “scripture” originally had reference to anything writ-
ten. Later it came to refer to official documents or writings such as
would be found in the government of the present time. And then,
it finally came to refer to what we may classify as sacred docu-
ments. As such, we would affirm that the Bible is the official sa-
cred document of God given to man for his benefit both physically
and spiritually (2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:21).

As it has been over the centuries, there is widespread ignorance
of the sacred scriptures.

It was so during Old Testament times - Acts 17:30.
It was true in Christ’s time - Matthew 22:29.

It was true during the time of the Apostles - 2 Timothy
3:7.

And it is true today.

In November of 2010, a study was conducted that included
3,412 Americans that were asked to name the first four books of
the New Testament in order. It was revealed that only 45% of the
participants could do so. Of the same group, only 63% correctly
named Genesis as the first book of the Bible while only 55% cor-
rectly said that the “Golden Rule” is not one of the Ten Com-
mandments. The study further revealed that only 39% of the re-
spondents were able to identify Job as the biblical figure known for
remaining obedient to God despite the sufferings he experienced.

In addition to this, although not necessarily a Bible question, when
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this same group was asked what an atheist is, 85% knew that it is
someone who does not believe in God. Interestingly, of those that
claimed to be atheists, only 94% could define what an atheist actu-
allyis.1,2

‘There can be little doubt as to why ignorance is the “rule”when
“According to 2007 estimates, 11% of Americans are believed to
read the Bible daily while more than a half read it less than once a
month.”3 The same study revealed that “23% those who professed
to be Christians said they never read their Bibles at all.”

Just how important are the scriptures?
By looking at what the scriptures claim for themselves, we are
provided with the answer to this question.

We are enlightened by them - Psalm 119:105.
They provide us guidance or understanding - Psalm 119:130.

We are completely furnished to all good works by them - 2
Timothy 3:16, 17.

We will be judged according to them - John 12:48;
Revelation 20:12.

They cannot be broken - John 10:35.

They will last forever - Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:24, 25.
Ignorance of them causes man to err - Matthew 22:29.

When “wrested” by man, man does so to his own destruction-
2 Peter 3:15, 16.

What do the scriptures teach?

Much of what the scriptures teach we have already seen with
the lessons that have been delivered. However, there is so much
more to see.

The scriptures teach that the Lord built only one church -
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Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:16; 4:4.

The scriptures teach that baptism is essential to salvation -
Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:26,
27; 1 Peter 3:21.

The scriptures teach that the saved are in the church and that
there is no salvation out of it - Acts 2:47; Ephesians 5:23.

The scriptures teach what we must do to properly worship
God - Matthew 15:9; John 4:24.

The scriptures teach that it is essential to be faithful unto
death - Luke 9:62; Revelation 2:10.

Conclusion

‘We have had the scriptures given to us and preserved over the
years by God. As such, we should cherish them, believe them and
obey them! Anything else results in our deceiving ourselves (James
1:22), which will result in our condemnation (2 Thessalonians 1:6-
9).

References

1. Pew Forum’s U.S. Religious Knowledge Survey, http://creation.
com/religion-survey- reveals-ignorance-of-bible#endRef1

2. http://www.pewforum.org/U-S-Religious-Knowledge-Sur-
vey-Who-Knows-What-About Religion.aspx

3. http://wisdom4u.wordpress.com/category/11-of-americans-
read-the-bible-daily/
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Joe Hancock '03

ntroduction

l “For all that I have ever seen or learned, that book seems to
me the noblest,the wisest, and the most powerful expression
of man’s life upon this earth — and also the highest flower of
poetry, eloquence, and truth. I am not given to dogmatic judg-
ments in the matter of literary creation, but if I had to make
one I could only say that Ecclesiastes is the greatest single
piece of writing I have ever known, and the wisdom expressed
in it the most lasting and profound.”!

Those words were first spoken by brother Billy R. Smith in
his message at the Second Annual Spiritual Sword Lectureship,
held October 23 — 27, 1977 conducted by the Getwell church of
Christ in Mempbhis, Tennessee. All sermons from that lectureship
were recorded in the book, “The Living Messages of the Books of
the Old Testament”, which was edited by Thomas B. Warren and
Garland Elkins, and published by the National Christian Press of
Jonesboro, Arkansas.

Brother Smith was, no doubt, right in his assessment of the book
of Ecclesiastes. It is all those things and more. Within the twelve
chapters of Ecclesiastes, God, through Solomon’s pen, has provided
for us a view of the ‘human existence’ unlike any other one book of
the Bible. Early in his presentation, brother Smith would say,

1. Living Messages of the Books of the Old Testament; pg. 232
91




{
% IMPACT 316

“From beginning (1:2) to end (12:8) Solomon's thesis is
“Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher: vanity of vanities; all
is vanity.” Whenwe compare his commentary on “everything
under the sun’, with our contemporary situation, we not only
have a greater appreciation for his many insights concerning
the nature of human existence, but we soon come to realize
that these insights are actually our own, as we interpret and
respond to the challenges of our time.”

Nowhere is this more evident than in Ecclesiastes 3:16.

“Moreover I saw under the sun: In the place of judgment, Wick-
edness was there; And in the place of righteousness, Iniquity was
there.” (Eccl. 3:16; NKJV)

Solomon here brings to light a plight that has surely been the
undoing of men for centuries upon centuries. It is a sad commen-
tary on humanity that since the time of Solomon and before, man
has generally turned his back on right and righteousness and cho-
sen to live in iniquity and wickedness. Not only is this true of so-
ciety in general, but since the beginnings of men ruling over men,
there have been those in judicial and governing positions who have
given way to their own desires, egos, greed, favoritism, popularity,
and the like, in the performance of their duties. In our generation
we have seen our governing officials and justices commit the same
types of infractions against God as have been done for generations
before. Instead of godly righteousness and justice ruling men, men
have chosen to rule others through iniquity and wickedness.

'The following is an excerpt from an invocation given in the Kan-
sas House of Representatives on January 23, 1996 by Joe Wright,
preacher for the Central Christian Church in Wichita, who was
guest chaplain that day.

“...We know Your Word says, "Woe to those who call evil

good,” but that's exactly what we have done. We have lost

2. Living Messages of the Books of the Old Testament; pg. 232
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our Spiritual equilibrium and inverted our values. We con-
fess that; we have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your Word
and called it pluralism; We have worshipped other gods and
called it multiculturalism; We have endorsed perversion and
called it an alternative lifestyle; We have exploited the poor
and called it the lottery; We have neglected the needy and
called it self-preservation; We have rewarded laziness and
called it welfare; We have killed our unborn and called it
choice; We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable;
We have neglected to discipline our children and called it
building self-esteem; We have abused power and called it
political savvy; We have coveted ourneighbor's possessions
and called it ambition; We have polluted the air with profan-
ity and pornography and called it freedom of expression; We
have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and
called it enlightenment...”

Mr. Wright, all too well, summed up the status of many govern-
ment officials and their profession of right and wrong. Since then
it has even become worse and more heinous. We have seen in the
past seventeen years, the courts of this country, at the requests and
even demands of the general populace, give credence to and enact
laws that sanction the killing of babies not only ‘unborr, but also
‘just borry, in the name of choice. They have enacted laws that not
only give support and sanction to perversions of homosexuality,
but encourage same sex marriages in the name of personal equality
and freedom. We have seen God’s word “legally” wiped out of the
public sector in the name of “freedom from religion”. We have seen
judges and courts refuse to put known killers to death, ban prayers
from public sporting events, and remove the Ten Commandments
from public view. We have witnessed officials in the highest offices
of this land commit grievous, illegal and immoral acts, many times
without much punishment or penalty. Surely in our time there has
been, and too often remains to be, “wickedness in the place of judg-

3. http://about.com/library/bl_minister_joe_wright.htm
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ment and iniquity in the place of righteousness”. In these areas of our
lives the saying is proven that there is ‘nothing new under the sun’.

In Search Of Happiness

'The human search for happiness is filled with desires. Regardless
of one’s position in life, most often it is the notion that more will
make us happier, (more pleasure, more wealth, more power, more
wisdom, etc.), that drives us forward in this quest. However, time
and time again, the quest for happiness has resulted in the fall, ruin,
public humiliation and destruction of men in all walks of society.

Solomon, with all his wisdom, wealth, power, and pleasures,
found that the result ofsuch a search for happiness and the ability
to find it is but “vanity and grasping at the wind”. In Ecclesias-
tes Solomon acknowledges that happiness is not to be found in
pursuits of earthly wisdom, wealth, power, and pleasure. His ex-
periences have instead discovered that there is only one source of
true and lasting happiness, and he has told us what that source is.
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, For this is man’s all.” Eccl. 12:13

To fear God and to keep His commandments is mankind’s
duty. Time and again throughout the book of Ecclesiastes Solo-
mon used the phrase “all is vanity”. The point made each time is
that men’s lives become vanity when God is left out. The duty of
man is not a life lived in vain, but a life lived in service to God. Sol-
omon evidently learned these things from his own personal quest
for happiness, and has shared them with all who choose to listen.
In the life that is found to be pleasing to God, there is no place for
wickedness or iniquity. Solomon has illustrated for us that man
was not created to pursue earthly interests from human desires and
worldly viewpoints, but is best suited for and happiest in purpose-
ful living that reflects a desire to please God.

The End Result
9
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Suffice it to say that God has made known to men through His
word that there are only two options for eternity; heaven or hell.
Man has been given the ability to choose the life he will lead as
to enable him to spend eternity in the place of his choosing. Our
modern world requires that religion be relevant in order to meet
the needs of modern times. But “...although Ecclesiastes is as up-
to-date as this very moment, the world does not read the book,
for the immoral and ungodly of this world realize that Solomon
condemns their life style and demands the kind of life that they
refuse to live.”* And regardless of what happiness men may find in
this life, it is at best only temporary. For all men will one day stand

before the great judgment seat of Christ and stand accountable for
their lives.

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one mayreceive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:10

God’s word has told us, through the pen of Peter, that there is com-
ing a day, “in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise,
and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be burned up”, (2 Peter 3:10).

Happiness here will then cease to be and eternity will begin
for all. And God, through the pen of the apostle Paul has given us
a glimpse of what we can expect as we stand before the judgment
seat on that day.

“But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart
you aretreasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and
revelation of therighteous judgment of God, who "will render to
each one according to his deeds": eternal life to those who by patient
continuance in doing good seck for glory, honor, and immortal-
ity; but to those who are self-seekingand do not obey the truth, bur
obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation and
anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew forstand

4. Basic Message of Ecclesiastes; Billy R. Smith
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also of the Greek;” Romans 2:5-9

And God has also told us that there is a way for men to live that
they might be able to find happiness here in this life and also in
the life to come. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf-
Sering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-24

Surely, when we consider all that God’s word has told us on the
subject there is only one reason that wickedness is found in the
placed of judgment and iniquity is found in the place of righteous-
ness. It is because men have chosen to make it that way. Our own
selfish search for happiness causes us to ignore such things as God’s
commands, His desires for our best interests and anyone who tries
to teach us what we don’t want to hear. Ecclesiastes teaches us that
men do so at their own eternal demise.

Conclusion

Ecclesiastes is certainly a living message for every man in ev-
ery generation. What awonderful gift we have been given through
the experiences and pen of King Solomon. We should be filled
with gratitude for the ability to know and learn the ancient truths
contained in Ecclesiastes and the other books of the Bible. It is
through the writings of Solomon and the other writers of both the
Old and New Testaments that we may be certain of what is best for
us in this life on earth and that we may diligently prepare for the
transition to life eternal in the presence of God, Almighty and His
blessed Son, our King.

May we seek God'’s help in making our way sure and in our
efforts to be found pleasing to Him who judges all with righteous-
ness and justice.
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Toby Soechting '93

nd His name, through faith in His name, has made this
man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which
omes through Him has given him this perfect soundness
in the presence of you all. (Acts 3:16 NKJV)!

The construction of Peter’s inspired words does not lend itself
to the easiest exegesis, but the ultimate message and meaning are
not hidden, except to those who choose not to see! The miracu-
lous healing of this certain lame man perched near the Beautiful
Gate (cf. Acts 3:1-11), could not be easily dismissed by the pious
Jewish crowd finding its way to and from afternoon prayer in the
temple. Those passing more than likely knew the man in question,
and they knew that in times past he was certifiably “lame,” but now
an astonishing thing had taken place! Some who passed may have
wondered if the lame man himself did something to merit the re-
covery. Others may have been inclined to believe that the power
behind this awe inspiring and attention capturing miracle lay in the
personal holiness and power of these two unusual Galileans, Peter
and John (cf. Acts 2:12). Still, others in attendance who actu-
ally witnessed the event may have diluted the importance of Jesus’
person and name down to little more than a superstitious mantra
or incantation (e.g. abracadabra) that yielded miraculous results.
Peter’s answer as to the ultimate power behind this well-known

1. All Scripture references are taken from the New King James Version unless otherwise
noted.
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lame man’s new found ability to walk identified the Messiah as the
source of the healing, and the people’s subsequent “wonder and
amazement,” was designed and desired by God to lead them to the
power and authority abiding in the person of the Christ (Mt. 17:5;
28:18; Jn. 12:48; 16:13; 2 Jn. 9) whose name is Jesus (Mt. 1:21).

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus;

There's just something about that name.
Master, Savior, Jesus,

Like the fragrance after the rain;

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,

Let all Heaven and earth proclaim;
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,
But there's something about that name.

The Power

Affixing our attention to the text (Acts 3:12, 16), the content
and delivery of Peter’s message runs somewhat parallel to his great
sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2). Once again, Peter takes his audi-
ence’s in an awe inspired state, and gives an explanation of the
source of the miraculous event they all immediately have in mind.
For Peter, it is the same song, second verse, from that of Pentecost,
but even if these people knew nothing about what took place on
Pentecost they were a people with a history steeped in miraculous
delivery by, and provisions from the God of heaven. In short, they
should have known better than to question to source of any mi-
raculous event, especially in such proximity to The Temple of God.
The miracle was undeniable, the people’s amazement understand-
able, but their questioning as to the actual source of a miracle is
upsetting. The source of this miracle was the same as that of every
miracle ever experienced by the Jewish people or for that matter,
the entirety of the world.

40 How often they provoked Him in the wilderness,
And grieved Him in the desert!
41 Yes, again and again they tempted God,
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And limited the Holy One of Israel.
42 They did not remember His power:

'The day when He redeemed them from the enemy,
(Psalm 70:40-42)

The healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate caused the
people to “marvel” or look longingly upon the event, but is seems
without any heart-felt reverence. It was but another indication of
the Jewish people’s inability to appreciate “the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob” (Acts 3:13), and their continuing ignorance with
regards to His only begotten Son. Peter places the focus where it
belongs.

And His name, through faith in His name, has made this
man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes

through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence
of youall. (Acts 3:13)

The Person

Jesus name appears seventy times in the book of Acts, eleven
of which are in Acts 3-4, and although it is the sweetest name
known, Peter’s mention of “His name” goes beyond any superficial
or purely emotional attachment a Christian might have to Jesus, as
a real person and friend.

“These two chapters make it clear that the name of Jesus does
not merely identify Him; wrapped up in His name are His power,
His purposes, and His personality. The main person in the two
chapters is not Peter or John, the man who was healed, or any
member of the Council. ‘The key figure is Jesus Christ.”

Jesus - The Suffering Servant Of Prophecy (Acts 3:13). “Ser-
vant of the Lord,” is a title used in reference to Moses (16 times),
Joshua (2 times), and David (2), but fulfilled perfectly only in Jesus.
Not only did Jesus take upon Himself the form of a bondservant
(Phil. 2:5-11), He was willing to allow the LORD to “lay upon
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Him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). The death of Jesus Christ by
crucifixion (i.e. suffering servant) may not have fit the Jew’s profile
for the Messiah, but Peter’s sermon again placed Jesus front and
center as being the Messiah, and Peter punctuated the reality with

miraculous healing in Jesus name.

Jesus — The Holy One And The Just (Acts 3:14). The exact
origin of “Holy One” in the Hebrew language has been labeled
by some as uncertain, but in light of Peter'’s New Testament com-
mentary, it is clearly a declaration of both Jesus purpose and nature
(i.e. sanctified and deity). Despite stumbling at Jesus’ arrest and
crucifixion (Mt. 26:69-75), Peter was as quick to publicly proclaim,
(Acts 2:27, 3:14) Jesus as “the Holy One,” (Jn. 6:69; Mt. 16:18) as
he was to originally recognize the fact at Caesarea Philippi (Jn.
6:69; Mt. 16:18). Peter knew the tomb of Jesus was empty, and
that the tomb of David (or Moses for that matter) was not (Acts
2:29). Jesus deity was a fact that even an unclean spirit could dis-
cern (Mark 1:23-24) but it somehow managed to escape the rec-
ognition of an entire nation (Jn. 1:11).

Jesus —The Prince Of Life (Acts 3:15). Not only does Jesus author
or originate life (Jn. 5:21; 14:6), but He author’s salvation (Heb.
2:10) whereby we may obtain eternal life. The author and prince of
faith, salvation, and life, was not believed, openly condemned, and
put to death, yet by the power of God, through His death He is the
author or prince of faith (Heb. 12:2), whereby we obtain salvation
(Eph. 2:8). ].W. McGarvey described the irony in this way,

“But above all, in murdering him, you put to death the author of
life, who has arisen from the dead. We might challenge the pages
of all the classics for a climax more thrilling in its effect upon the
audience, or for a happier combination of climax and antithesis.

The Process
And His name, through faith in His name, has made this

man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes
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!

through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence
of you all.” (Acts 3:16)

The statement may be awkward in construction, but Peter’s
conviction is clear and his point well communicated. The source
of the lame man’s healing, was the Messiah. The very Messiah that
the audience knew from prophecy of long ago (Acts 3:18), but they,
in accord with the very same prophecies, rejected and crucified
Him in their own time. Peter focused on the Christ whose name is
Jesus, and the power available through Him. In other words, con-
ducting one’s self in accord with Jesus authority (i.e. in Jesus name),
gives one access to all authority available in the religious realm (cf.
MLt. 16:16-18; Col. 3:17). Jesus reigns (Heb. 8:1), Jesus heals, and
Jesus saves (Mt. 1:21; Jn. 4:42; Heb. 7:25). “Repent therefore and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of re-
freshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). The
same power and the same person behind the lame man's healing,
offers all men hope through obedience to “the faith” (cf. Heb. 5:9).

Conclusion

10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel,
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here
before you whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you
builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:10-12)

The precious holy, humble, and just servant of God, was denied,
delivered, and destroyed, by the very people He came to serve and
to save, but He is not dead! His name is Jesus. There’s just some-
thing about that name!
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JOHN 3:16

John Ratliff "11

standing next to Matthew 7:1. It has often been considered

the “golden text” of the Bible and the “gospel in a nut-shell.”
In this single verse one learns of the love of God (1 John 4:8)" , the
grace of God (Titus 2:11), what God did for man, what is expected
of man, and also that obedience to the word of God is necessary.
In fact this verse “may be looked upon as a series of superlatives: ‘so
loved,’ the greatest love; ‘he gave his only begotten Son,’ (not ‘he
sent his only begotten Son’) so, the greatest sacrifice; ‘that whoso-
ever believeth,’ the greatest number of people who might believe;
‘should not perish,’ the greatest tragedy; ‘but have everlasting life,
the greatest blessing that mankind could ever receive.” Sadly, it is
the case that many have argued that this passage offers® salvation
without regards to baptism, while conveniently overlooking that it
says nothing in regards to repentance. This does not mean that one
does not need to repent, nor does it imply that one does not have to
be baptized. In reference to the preceding verse “it is the positioned
believer (the one “in him”) that has eternal life.” * There is only
one way to get into Christ, and it is to be baptized into Him (Ro-
mans 6:3, 4; Galatians 3:26, 27). The reason “should not perish”and
“have eternal life” are subjunctive is because only the possibility is

' ohn 3:16 is arguably the most well-known verse in the Bible,

1. All Seripture references are from the NKJV unless noted otherwise.
2. Patterson, Max. An Outline Commentary on the book of John. Beliver, MO. Pg. 39
3. Ibid.
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presented here.* Thus, the verse means “might not keep on perish-
ing, but might keep on having eternal life. So, “whoever believes,”
which means “whoever” keeps on believing can have eternal life.
Contrary to the theology of many in the religious world today, it is
possible to stop believing. The purpose of this study is not to refute
the false teachings that come from this verse, though some of these
teachings will be touched upon, but rather to attain a better grasp
and understanding of its importance to those living in the twenty-
first century.

What can those living in the twenty-first century glean from
John 3:16? What lessons can be drawn from it? There are many
important applications. Among the most important lessons are
those that concern Gods love for man and the extension of His
grace, the importance of Christ’s willingness to take on the form of
man (Philippians 2:5-11), the sacrifice of Christ (Matthew 20:28),
and what God requires of man (1 Peter 2:21). In order to gain
the most from any verse of the Bible, proper understanding of the
context is of utmost importance. Many verses have been abused,
misused, and wrongly applied; wrongly applied simply because the
context is not understood. As an example of how verses can be
misused, the following is submitted:

ILL. - Years ago a doctor in a hospital ICU gave me only 2
minutes with a lost dying woman who had called for me in
her dying hour. The doctor told me he would give me only
120 seconds with her. What could I say in so short a time?
God spoke to my heart and said, "Give her John 3:16 and
pray the sinners prayer with her. It was all she needed. She
died in peace and at peace with her Savior.’ (Joseph Wallis)

The Context
In order for John 3:16 to be understood in its proper context

4. Patterson, Max. An Outline Commentary on the book of John. Boliver, MO. Pg. 39
5. http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/john-316--the-greatest-story-ever-told-
joseph-wallis-sermon-on lordship-of-christ-42812.asp
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one needs to begin reading with John 3:1. A Pharisee named Ni-
codemus came to Jesus and in no uncertain terms professed that
Jesus must be a teacher from God. His reason was that “no one can
do these signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:2). This
prompted the response of Christ than “unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). This confused Ni-
codemus and caused him to ask how this could be the case. Jesus
responded by telling him that “unless one is born of the water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Christ
then explained how “that which is born of flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). Thus, setting the
two ideas apart and contrasting the “fleshly birth and the spiritual
birth.” ¢ Jesus wants Nicodemus to understand the difference be-
tween the two. “One is earthly, and the other is heavenly.”” “The
earthly in no way accomplishes any of the heavenly goals.”® In es-
sence Christ was telling him that even if he could be born again in
a fleshly state, it would in no way solve man’s sin problem. There-
fore, one must be born of the spirit, and one does this when he
obeys the gospel (Romans 6:17; 1 Peter 1:22). When one is born of
the Spirit, then his thoughts are on spiritual things and no longer
focused on fleshly desires.

Then, beginning in verse 9, Nicodemus asks “How can these
things be?” From there, Christ teaches him of Gods wonderful re-
demptive plan for man. However, Christ first gives Nicodemus a
slight rebuke, because he being a “teacher of Israel,” should have
known and understood that of which Christ was speaking (He-
brews 5:12). In verse 11, Jesus speaks with great confidence, and
tells Nicodemus that He [Christ] and others speak what they
know and what they have seen. Yet, Nicodemus and others refused
to accept their testimony. Christ continues by stating “If I have
told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you be-

6. Patterson, Max. An Outline Commentary on the book of John. Boliver, MO. Pg. 35
7. Ibid.
8. Ibid.
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lieve if T tell you heavenly things?” (John 3:12). Here Christ is al-
luding to the illustration that He had used about the new birth.
If Nicodemus and others could not understand matters involving
earthly things, how could he understand matters that pertained
to the heavenly realm? By way of example, some of those heav-
enly things would the divine nature, the atonement for sins, the
plan of salvation, the nature of the kingdom, and eternal life. After
this statement, Christ explains why He was the authority on heav-
enly things (John 3:13). No one had gone to heaven and received
this information and then returned, but Christ came down from
heaven giving Him full authority to speak about such things. Then
Christ explains that just as “Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:14;
Cf. Numbers 21:4-9). Just as it was necessary for the children of
Israel to look upon the serpent to live, thus, obeying the command
of God; it is necessary for everyone today to believe in Jesus Christ
by obeying all that God has commanded in order to have eternal
life. Then Christ states the reason God did this, how it was to be
accomplished, who could have part in it,and the outcome for those
who accept it. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Now the context has been set for the topic of this discussion.
Here we want to notice the lessons and applications that we can
glean from this verse.

Lesson #1—Reason stated (For God So loved the world)

The very reason that God would allow His Son to come to
this earth and die for the sins of men was love. What kind of love
would motivate someone to the point that they would be willing
to allow their only son to die on someone else’s behalf? Especially

for those who are not deserving of such? In Romans 5:6-9, Paul
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speaks about the condition of those for which Christ willingly died.

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even
dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were en-
emies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life.
Notice that man was not a good candidate for the love that was to
be bestowed upon him, or for the gift that was to be extended to
him. The apostle John states it best, “Behold what manner of love
the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children
of God...” (1 John 3:1). With the death of Christ, man was given
the opportunity to have his sins removed (Acts 22:16) and given
the privilege to be called children of God. Even from the first sin
in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3), God saw fit to set in place His
scheme of redemption (Genesis 3:15). It is interesting to contem-
plate that God could have at that moment decided that man was
not worth saving and ended it right then and there. However, His
love for man was exhibited to its fullest extent that not only would
He allow man to continue to live but that he would also provide a
way for man to have eternal life. As Paul stated in Ephesians 2:4-
10:

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespass-
es, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show theexceeding riches of His grace in His kind-

ness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been
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saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Man did nothing to deserve the love that God showered on
him, and yet God still extended His love and grace to him. So why
would man not want to reciprocate that love back toward God, for
if it had not been for His tremendous love where would we be (1
John 4:8)? “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35). How thankful mankind should
be that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God,;
however, this is not to say that we, ourselves, cannot so sin and
thereby separate ourselves spiritually from God (Isaiah 59:1, 2).

Lesson #2—Scheme presented
(That He gave His only begotten Son)

As this second lesson is considered we must keep in mind that
Gods redemptive scheme began back at the beginning (Genesis
3:15). “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And
between your seed and her Seed He shall bruise your head, And
you shall bruise His heel.” This being an obvious reference to the
coming of Christ and reference to Him being crucified and over-
coming death, thus giving Satan the adversary (1 Peter 5:8), a de-
feating blow (Hebrews 2:14).

His purpose was that he might save man from their sins (Mat-
thew 1:21). He came to do the will of the Father (John 6:39). In
fact Christ stated, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me,
and to finish His work” (John 4:34). In Matthew 26, Christ specifi-
cally stated in part His purpose, “For this is My blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (IMat-
thew 26:28). “Thus, when Christ cried out “It is finished” (John

19:30), it is clear that God’s plan had been carried out to its fullest
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extent. Notice the words of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 53):

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of
the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a
tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that
we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid,
as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did
not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs And carried
our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God,
and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own
way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He
was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. He
was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will de-
clare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the
living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
And they made His grave with the wicked-- But with the
rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was
any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shallprolong His
days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand.
He shallsee the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His
knowledge My righteous Servantshall justify many, For He
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him apor-
tion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the
strong, Because Hepoured out His soul unto death, And He
was numbered with the transgressors, AndHe bore the sin of

many, And made intercessiog for the transgressors.
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It is truly evident from the first two lessons that “God so loved
the world that he gave His only begotten son.”It should be pointed
out again that emphasis should be placed on the fact that “God
gave,” not that God sent. For it was truly a gift that undeserving
men were given such a tremendous blessing. Sometimes this author
fears that what Christ did is overlooked, and at times some have
the mindset that the nails of the cross are what kept Jesus there.
When in actuality it was His unwavering love for mankind that
kept Him there. When the mob came to take Jesus away for trial,
Peter drew His sword to protect Him. In response Christ said, “Or
do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will
provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? How then
could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” (Mat-
thew 26:53-54). Christ understood what His purpose was and was
completely willing and obedient to do it (Hebrews 5:8, 9). Christ
even stated as much in John 12:27, “Now My soul is troubled, and
what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this pur-
pose I came to this hour.” It is saddening that so many still refuse
to realize what was done for the sake of their soul.

Lesson #3—Message delivered
(That whoever believes Him should not perish)

God’s intention and His desire is that all men come to the
knowledge of the truth and be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). Yet, there
are multiplied millions who seemingly desire to remain ignorant of
God’s great love and His great gift. They are like those Paul men-
tioned in 2 Timothy 3:1-7.

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godli-
ness but denying its power.;%nd from such people turn away!
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For of this sort are those who creep into households and make
captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away
by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.

It must be pointed out that the belief stated here is more than
just mere mental ascent and acceptance of Christ. While many of
the doctrines that surround this idea look and sound good, one
must always have God’s will at the forefront of their mind. With
this thought in mind, it must also be pointed out that while belief
(faith) is necessary (Hebrews 11:6), there is more to it than just
belief. As James says, “You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!” (James 2:19). Belief
is just the beginning (Romans 10:17). The word of God is where
true genuine faith is attained, not from Grandma, Grandpa, Mom,
Dad, or the preacher. Just because someone says something does
not make it true. That is why it is of the utmost importance to
be a diligent student of God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15). There are
many in the world that teach things different than the doctrine of
Christ (2 John 9-11). Many teach that all one needs to do in order
to have eternal life (our next point) is to merely believe. Just sim-
ply believe that God loves you and that He gave His son for you
and accept Him into your heart. There is not a single Scripture in
the entirety of the Bible that teaches any such thing. Jesus himself
stated, “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if
you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins” (John
8:24). There is no doubt that belief is absolutely necessary. In fact,
the apostle John makes it clear in John 20:30-31 that his purpose
for writing was to instill belief in his readers that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of His disciples which are not written in this book; but these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” However,
one must go to other passages of Scripture to get the whole picture.

As was stated earlier, the belief mentioned is more than just mere
11
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mental ascent; it encompasses the whole system of belief, and thus,
the entirety of the New Testament of which Christ is the Testa-
tor (Hebrews 9:15-18). Therefore, one must take all that the New
Testament says on this matter. One must Hear the word of God
(Romans 10:17); believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (John
8:24); repent of sins (Acts 2:38); confess Christ (Romans 10:9, 10);
and be baptized (immersed in water) for the forgiveness of those
sins (John 3:5; Acts 2:38). In doing such, one is not working to ob-
tain their salvation, one is simply doing that which is his/her duty
to do (Luke 17:10), by obeying the commandments of God (John
14:15).

Lesson #4—Reward attained (But have everlasting life)

The culmination of all that has been presented thus far is the
reward of everlasting life for those who come to God on His terms.
John said in 1 John 5:11, “And this is the testimony: that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His son.” He went on to say,
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that
you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (1
John 5:13). This is the hope that each child of God longs for and
desires, that one day they will go home to be with the Lord forever
(1 Thessalonians 4:17). This, in essence, is what Paul was saying in
Romans 8:23-25. “Not only that, but we also who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, ea-
gerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. For we
were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why
does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do
not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.” While one can
know that he has eternal life, it is still hoped for because it has not
yet been made manifest. It is with this confidence that Paul also
stated in 2 Timothy 4:6-8:

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and

the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good
12
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fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and
not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

This is why it is needful to remain faithful (Revelation 2:10);
because the promise and hope of eternal life and the crown of righ-
teousness is only to those who do. That is why the Christian is told
to “walk in the light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7). It is also why
the writer of the book of Hebrews exhorted the brethren to “run
with endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). It is
why Paul told the church at Corinth that he disciplined his body
and brought it into subjection (1 Corinthians 9:27). It is why one
must continue to do as Paul stated in Philippians 3:12-14:

Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected;
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Churist Je-
sus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to
have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind and reaching forward to those things which
are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus.

Let us press on toward the goal and lay hold of it; and as Christ
said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; nei-
ther shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:27-28).

Conclusion

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life” (John 3:16). May no one ever take the precious gift
of God for granted, nor strive to change what God was spoken.
'There is nowhere else to turn, there is nowhere else one can go than
to God’s word. In it one will see God’s love for man, what He was
willing to do for man, and what He is willing to give man if men

13
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obey Him. As Peter stated in response to Christ’s question, “Do
you also want to go away?”, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life” (John 6:67-68).

14



LUKE 3:16

Mike Roberts '09

e text in question is one that often times is misunder-
stood, or at times down right misrepresented. Looking at
the commentaries on this verse, many will not even attempt

to deal with the text. Those that do, for the most part, try to make
the text point to a pouring out of the miraculous measure of the
Holy Ghost. Lenski commentary refers to what he calls “Jesus’own
commentary” and then quotes Acts 1: 5, “John baptized with water
but ye shall be baptized in connection with the Holy Ghost, and
not many days hence.” ' Coffman’s commentary has the text referring
to the indwelling of the Holy Ghost as the Word of God impacts
the believer’s life.

But when one keeps the text in context, it is not as difficult to
explain as some make it out to be. The text is in a setting in which
those who are listening to the preaching of John are in expectation,
verse 15. Expecting what? They were looking for the coming of the
Messiah, the anointed one, the Son of God. The text tells us, “They
mused in their hearts.” It does not tell us how John knew what
they were thinking and it does not matter how he knew. What
does matter is that the text infers that he knew and in verse 16, he
answers their musing. It is here that we must begin to look at the
text that has been assigned and see what is truly being said by John.

1. Lenski, 1998, pp. 199,200
2. Coftman, 1975, p. 75
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Body:

To keep this in context, we must first look to whom John is
speaking. If this text was speaking of the pouring out of the mi-
raculous measures of the Holy Ghost, then the Apostles and Cor-
nelius’ household would have been those to whom John was speak-
ing. They are the only ones that had ever been baptized with this
measure of the Holy Ghost. John clearly states in verse 16 that, “he
shall baptize you.” (Emphasis mine) There is, however, no evidence
that any of the Apostles were present. It is for certain that Corne-
lius and his household were not there, yet most commentators take
the position that this is the pouring out of the Holy Ghost, which

is under consideration.

To get a clear picture of what is being said, the crowd needs to
be identified. There are three different groups identified within the
text: 1) the general crowd, those who came to be baptized of John,
(v.7), 2) the publicans, who likewise came to be baptized, (v.12),
and 3) then the soldiers, who likewise, wanted to know what they
must do, (v.14). None of these is ever said to have had the Holy
Ghost poured out on them, in a miraculous measure.

So what is truly being discussed here? John is answering a
question that the crowd was musing about. Was he the Christ,
or not? John's response is to identify the Christ by the authority
which the Anointed must possess! Verse 16, the authority of one
to make eternal judgment! The people wanted to know if he was
the King of Kings that they waited for. Was John truly the Christ?
John tells them, “I indeed baptize you with water” but that is as far
as my authority goes. The power that John possessed was not his
own, but the Gospel that he preached, which was of the one who
would come after him, (Romans 1:16, John 3: 30). John, while he
was a fruit inspector, did not have the authority to judge the heart
of man. He could, just as anyone else can, judge the lifestyle of
daily living. He had already explained to the crowd that they must

change their hearts and their lives if they were to be accepted of the
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true Messiah. In Luke 3: 10, he declares, “And now also the axe is
laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”In Mat-
thew 3: 8, he says:

“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vi-
pers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:”

While John would come preaching and teaching the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sin, he himself did not have
the authority to forgive sins, but the one who was coming after
him, He would have the power to not only judge the thoughts and
intents of the heart, but would also have the power to forgive tres-
passes and sins. Jesus, when He comes, would have the ability to
save those who yield to the Will of the Father, as well as to punish

those who refuse to come to Him and choose to remain lost in sin.

Jesus when he came was truly, mightier than John. He was
the Word, and the Word was God, (John 1:1-4), “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14). He came having all power, given to him by the Father,
“...All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew
28: 18). Jesus would have the power to redeem all men, both Jew
and Gentile alike. It is because of this power that Christ possesses
that he is able to baptize with the Holy Ghost.

Instead of looking at the commentaries of men, it would be
prudent to allow the Bible to be its own commentary on such a
vital subject. In Acts 2, the Apostle Peter, discusses this same topic.
Those present on the day of Pentecost, once the sermon had con-
vinced them that they had murdered the Son of God, with pricked
hearts cried out, “Men and brethren what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37)
The response was to, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
"7
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receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Verse 38) So what is this gift
of the Holy Ghost? One must look back to the Pentecost sermon
of Peter for the answer. He has been trying to convince the people
that Jesus was the Messiah, and he did so by going back and look-
ing at the prophecies of David. Peter did this by telling how God
had made an oath to David that from the seed of his loins, He
would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne. In verse 31, Peter
explains that, “He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption.” The very next verse Peter says that, “This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.” (Verse 32) Now with
verse 33 there is seen a crucial statement, relevant to the discus-
sion. There Peter identifies this promise, “Therefore being by the
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see
and hear.” (Emphasis mine) The promise is the Holy Ghost, which
just two verses earlier are described as also being the resurrection
from the dead. Now bring verse 38 back into the discussion and
the reader automatically sees that the baptism which brings about
the gift of the Holy Ghost is one that brings about the resurrection
from the dead. The true Messiah will have the authority to bring
to the believer a resurrection from the dead; for He Himself had
already defeated death. 1Corinthians 15: 20, 21 states: “But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that
slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrec-
tion of the dead.” It was by his own conquering of death that He
is able to bring the gift of the Holy Ghost to all men. Man in his
own lust for self, separated himself from the one who Created him,
and with that separation came death. “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned:” (Romans 5: 12) Later in the
same passage of Romans, Paul writes,“Therefore as by the offence
of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by

the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto jus-
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tification of life.” (Romans 5: 18) Romans 6: 23 declares loudly and
for all the world to hear, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life.” It is only through answering the invitation
of Jesus Christ that the individual may gain access to the Power of
the Gospel, and the eternal life which it offers to the faithful.

So, what is the baptism of fire? Once again, if the student of
God’s word will allow God to be the commentator, this is a simple
concept to understand. Fire, throughout the scriptures, has been
used to show God’s judgment upon the wicked and the unfaithful.
In Lamentations 2: 3, there is a very good definition of this judg-
ment of God, “He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Ts-
rael: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and
he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round
about.” God is going to devour his enemies and burn them, just as
John states that the Messiah will do to the chaff, “but the chaff he
will burn with fire unquenchable.” (John 3: 17) Another key text to
this discussion is Isaiah 4: 4, 5 where the prophet declares:

“When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jeru-
salem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and
by the spirit of burning. And the LORD will create upon ev-
ery dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a
cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by
night: for upon all the glory shall be a defense.”

The Lord, after He washes away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, will purge the blood of Jerusalem with the spirit of judgment
and burning. This is a perfect commentary for John 3:17, showing
how the Messiah will use his authority to judge between his people
and those who have refused Him. It will be with fire, that the chaff
will be devoured and punishment will be rendered. See also Ezekiel
20:47,

“And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the

LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a
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fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and
every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and
all faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein.”

The Lord in this text describes how that He will show judg-
ment over Jerusalem for their disobedience and that no one can
escape His wrath. Another good example of the fire of God being
shown as the judgment and punishment against the wicked is seen
with Nadab and Abihu. In Leviticus 10: 1, 2, the reader sees God
in his righteous indignation punish the sons of Aaron.

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of
them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon,
and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he com-
manded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD,
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.”

- Over and over the anger of divine vengeance is shown as a judg-
ment of fire. It is only proper hermeneutical practice to continue
the same method of interpretation throughout scriptures, especially
given the context of John 3.

In John 3:17, there is also another bit of help. This judge, this
anointed, will be the one with the fan in his hand and he will purge,
just as in Ezekiel 20, the floor. The wheat he will gather into his
garner (eternal life), but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire. Matthew shows this scenario, “Then shall he say also unto
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast-
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matthew 25:41).
'The Day of Judgment will bring about an everlasting punishment
for those who refuse His grace. Paul writing to the Thessalonian
brethren explains it like this:

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who

shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the pres-
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ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; When he
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in

all them that believe (because our testimony among you was
believed) in that day.” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10)

We must notice who He will pass this judgment upon; “them
that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel.” If there was
ever a reason for the child of God to be evangelistic, this is it. Those
who have not heard the Gospel will perish just the same as those
who have heard and refused it. The Gospel must be preached so
that mankind may have the choice to follow the Savior. Even after
hearing the Gospel, it is unfortunate but the majority will still re-
fuse to follow Christ. In 2 John, the warning goes out:

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver
and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those
things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full re-
ward. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc-
trine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 7-9)

He that refuses and walks contrary to the will of God will sure-
ly see the judgment of fire, and the wrath of God. Jesus reminds us
that his word will be the judge, determining which of these judg-
ments, whether of the Holy Ghost, (eternal life) or of fire, (eternal
punishment), awaits man. But for now, God is pleading and wait-
ing for man...however, He won't do it forever.

2 Peter 3: 9, 10 states:

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and

the works that are therein shall be burned up.”
12
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While He is longsuffering, He is also faithful. With the sacri-
fice of His Son, God sealed the covenant that will punish all who
will not submit. In the book of Revelations, man is assured of this
one thing, “behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12).
When he comes, with what judgment will you be judged. Will you
be found faithful or will you taste the judgment of Fire. This is the
question that each and every individual must ask themselves and
then do whatever it takes to be found in the Love of God.

Bibliography
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PHILIPPIANS 3:16

Spencer Ross '08

Recently I'was reading a blog on “The 100 most-read Bible
verses at Bible Gateway.com” which listed many popular
verses that are surely special to many of us. The top ten
verses were: John 3:16, Jeremiah 29:11, Romans 8:28, Philippians
4:13, Genesis 1:1, Proverbs 3:5-6, Romans 12:1, Philippians 4:6,
and Matthew 28:19. The Scriptures are powerful, Sharper than any
two edged sword” (Heb. 4:12) and can ‘encourage, rebuke, reprove,
and instruct” (2 Tim. 3:17) us with just a single passage. One verse
of Scripture can make a considerable IMPACT on the heart of a
soul. Passages like Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans 8:28 provide con-
fidence that God is in control of the big picture of our lives. Phi-
lippians 4:13 inspires us to remain content and focused on Christ.
Genesis 1:1 offers a concrete, God breathed statement that Elohim
is in fact the supreme Creator. IMPACT 3:16 is an exciting theme
focusing on various Scriptures and their context to strengthen our
trust in “the faith” (Eph. 4:5; Jude 3). The purpose of this lesson is
to address Philippians 3:16 (ESV) “Only let us hold true to what we
have attained.”

Other reliable translations render Philippians 3:16 as “mAnv
g1c 0 epBacapey 1@ avtw otoryery’ (Westcott-Hort); ‘ondy,
whereunto we have attained, by that same rule let us walk” (ASV);
“Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing” (IZ(BJV), and “Newvertheless, to the de-
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gree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us
be of the same mind” (NKJV). Notice that the KJV and NKJV are
the only translations that include ez us be of the same mind” in the
verse. One commentator responded to the English translation of
the Greek phrase (to1 avtol ctoi etv) in Philippians 3:16 stat-
ing, “This whole last part [ “mind the same thing”] has been omitted
from the NASB, NIV, ESV, because it is not found in the usual
suspects. However all these words are in the majority of Greek
texts, and in the Sinaiticus correction, as well as Wycliffe, Tyndale,
Geneva, NKJV, Douay and the Hebrew Names Version.” Addi-
tionally, Vincent’s Word Studies makes the following comments
about the English translation: “The idea of a regulative standard is
implied, but rule, xovovi, must be omitted from the Greek text.
Revisions bring out the antithesis better: whereunto we have al-
ready attained, by that same rule let us walk. Omit let us mind the
same thing.”

Philippians 3:16 is in the midst of a rich chapter full of energy
of thought provoking expressions. A favorite passage of many is in
this context, Phil. 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained this or
am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Je-
sus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it
my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies bebind and straining

Sforward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Furthermore, we see a com-
parison of being Christ like versus an enemy of the cross (vv.12-
21). One cannot help but to appreciate and think about great
Christian examples we know when analyzing this text, specifically
v.17, “Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who
walk according to the example you have in us.” Therefore, we will ex-
amine Philippians 3:16 and the surrounding text under the title of
Marks of Maturity. Readers and listeners of this message will all be
at different spiritual maturity levels in their walk. The Scriptures

1. http://brandplucked.webs.com/textsinphilippians.htm
2. hetp://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/cmt/vws/phi003.htm
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implore us to be “born again” (Jn. 3:5), to “long for the pure spiritual
milk” (1 Pet. 2:2), to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18), and to strive “¢o mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). The fol-
lowing points are ideas to move us to possess the marks of Chris-
tian maturity.

Body

'The first mark of maturity is having a pressing toward the prize”
(Phil. 3:14) attitude. A. mature Christian will share the same view
as Paul on one’s past, present, and future. Paul boldly proclaimed
that he was forgerting what lies bebind” (Phil. 3:13) in his past.
Paul’s past included quite a resume mixed with violence towards
the church of Christ. In this same chapter, Paul provides a list of
worldly type “boasting” in Philippians 3:4-6: “though I myself have
reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason
Sfor confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righ-
teousness under the law, blameless.” Paul in his dedicated Jewish days
was said to be “ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he
dragged off men and women and committed them to prison” (Acts 8:3).
Paul summarized his days as “Sau/”by expressing he was the “chief”
(1 Tim. 1:15) of sinners.”

Paul also understood his present condition comparing himself
to a runner straining forward and pressing toward the finishing
line. Paul used the runner illustration multiple times in his inspired
writings.>4 Paul was not pressing toward some unknown goal with
hopes that there may be an award to the end, rather Paul new he
was “pressing toward the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). Paul had confidence that he was receive the

3. 1 Cor. 9:24 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives
the prize? So run that you may obtain it.”
4. 2Tim. 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
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“crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). He knew his objective to the spiritual
race was to be an imitator of Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). Paul knew that
“if he walked in the light, as He is in the light, that we have fellow-
ship one with another and that the blood of Jesus His son cleanses
us of all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7).

I read an article about marathon motivation that listed three
techniques on how to keep pushing to the finish line. One tech-
nique to employ in marathon motivation is visualization. “Set aside
a few minutes each day or at least a few times each week, to relax
and picture in your mind the runner you want to be. Picture your-
self making a great training run or running the actual race. As you
are creating that image, try to get other senses involved by trying
to feel what it will feel like to achieve your goal or push through
any obstacles you envision.”® In my personal Christian walk, I am
inspired by different motivations to faithfully serve the Lord. I
serve the Lord because I fear the consequences of sin (Rom. 3:23;
6:23) and the one who can Westroy both body and soul” (Mt. 10:28).
On the other hand, I love the Lord because he first loved me (1 Jn.
4:19) and demonstrate my love by “keeping his commandment”
(Jn. 15:14). One can visualize in their finite mind the resurrec-
tion scene and what it will look like to have every knee bow down
and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:9-11). I visualize the
heavenly realm where “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Rev. 21:4).

The article explained another motivation to training and com-
pleting a marathon emphasizing the essentiality of affirmations
and blocking the negative. In reference the affirmations the writer
states, “Flood your mind with positive thoughts by talking to your-
self every day. Tell yourself that you are a marathon runner, a sub-
four hour marathoner, or whatever it is your goal might be. Our
minds operate in the present so the more we tell ourselves some-

5. http://www.marathonrookie.com/marathon-motivation.html
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thing, even if it is not yet true, the faster our mind believes it and
begins working now to make that affirmation a reality. Also, put an
affirmation, race brochure, or inspiring quote somewhere you will
see it every day like on your desk or bathroom mirror.” This advice
originated with the Creator in which the Scripture reads, “For as be
thinketh within himself; so is be...” (Pro. 23:7; ASV).

Not only are affirmations vitally important, but blocking the
negative in our thinking is crucial to a runner and to a disciple of
Christ. “Be aware of negative thoughts creeping into your mind.
When you catch them, stop them cold in their tracks by telling
yourself the opposite. For instance, if you catch yourself thinking
you are tired during a run, tell yourself several times, with emphasis,
that you feel great or feel strong. Do the same for any pain during
a run. By telling yourself the opposite, you are diverting your focus
from the negative to the positive.” During the course of our lives
we will be distracted and have our faith tested. It is very important
to remind ourselves of Scriptures like Phil. 4:4 “rejoice in the Lord
always, and again I say rejoice” during those times and to ‘count it all
70y, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations; Knowing that
the proving of your faith worketh patience” (Js. 1:2-3; ASV). What a
wonderful challenge we have to develop a pressing toward the prize”
attitude to make up a mature Christian character.

The second mark of maturity is holding true to what we have
attained (Phil. 3:16). In David Lipscomb’s commentary on Ephe-
sians, Philippians, and Colossians, Lipscomb comments on this
passage saying, “In this passage there seems to be the same double
reference which pervades all Paul’s practical teaching. He is anxious
for two things — that they should keep on the course, and that all
should keep on together.”® As mentioned previously in this lesson,
all of us are at different maturity levels in our faith. The Scriptures
implore us to @bbor what is evil; hold fast to what is good” (Rom.
12:9). It is God’s good word that is “as sweet as honey” (Ezek. 3:3)

6. Lipscomb, David, and J. W. Shephesd. A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles:
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 1976. Print.
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and must be Stored up in our heart”(Ps. 119:11), so that the seed, the
word of God (Lk. 8:11), can cultivate. It is very necessary to hold
true to the teachings we have attained because it is the word of God
that is going to judge all of us one day (Jn. 12:48).

No matter where we are in our spiritual knowledge, we must
never ‘grow weary of doing good” (2 Thess. 3:13) and “make every
effort to supplement our faith” (2 Pet. 1:5). We can always take our
talents to the next level, and our faith can reach higher mountain
peaks. Having a goal/standard to strive toward challenges our cur-
rent spiritual maturity. We are not left in the dark of what is our
standard. Jesus Christ is that standard we are to be imitators of (1
Cor. 11:1). Since “none is righteous”(Rom. 3:10) and @/l have sinned
and fallen short of the glory”(Rom. 3:23), we comprehend that we are
to “renew our minds” (Rom. 12:1-2) and ‘%0 e oy, for I[God] am
holy” (Lev. 11:44; 1 Pet. 1:16).

Life is full of challenges and experiences of rising to the next
level. T have always been fascinated with world records and read on
the Guinness World Records website that “some of the most fre-
quently broken records are the Longest DJ marathon, the Heaviest
item lifted with glue and the Most apples bobbed in one minute!
The individual who holds the most Guinness World Records is
Mr. Ashrita Furman. He is attempting and breaking records all
the time, but at last count he had more than 125 current Guinness
World Records titles. Those include the records for long-distance
pogo-stick jumping, most glasses balanced on the chin, most hop-
scotch games in 24 hours and fastest time to pogo-stick up the
CN Tower.” These records will continue to be challenged and
conquered because records serve as a standard. Our goal in holding
true to what we have attained is not to master Christianity but to
master doing our best to follow the Master because He is not A
standard but THE standard.

7. "Guinness World Records - Officially Amazing." Frequently Asked Questions. N.p.,
n.d. Web. 23 Apr. 2013,
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'The final of many marks of maturity is recognizing who we are.
Constantly reminding ourselves who we are is imperative to sustain
the mark of maturity in a child of God. Every day we embark on
this mission to “#ake up our cross” (Lk. 9:23) because we have “been
savved by grace through faith” (Eph. 2:8) and that by “walking in the
light. .. the blood of Jesus cleanses us of our sins” (1 Jn. 1:7). In brother
Lipscomb’s commentary he makes a powerful quote geared toward
Christians who know a great deal of the truth: “When one thinks
he knows all the divine truth on any subject, he knows nothing as
he ought to know it. The man who has most faithfully studied the
word of God realizes what a mine of precious truth there is yet
to be found in its sacred treasures. Let each learn all the truth he
can, weigh all the difficulties, look upon every side of the question,
teach to others what he learns, sacrifice no truth, but be patient and
forbearing in teaching it, and the providences of God will favor the
spread of the truth.”

Last year (2012) I spoke at the Brown Trail School of Preach-
ing Alumni lectures on the subject Love the Lost and I began and
ended my lesson with the following comments: “My name is Spen-
cer Ross and T was once lost. I was a sinner. I did not seek God for
counsel, for forgiveness, nor for anything. I was unknowingly and
in complete denial of my soul condition which was destined to be
from the presence of God for eternity.” Every saint must remember
who they were and who they are now as a ‘new creation” (2 Cor.
5:17) “‘delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son”(Col. 1:13). We were saved not of our
‘own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). God predestined the plan of salvation through
His masterful scheme of redemption. ° 0

8. Lipscomb, David, and J. W. Shepherd. A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles:
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 1976. Print.

9. Gen 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."

10. Eph.1:5 “he predestmcd us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will”
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Avon Malone is his commentary on Philippians, Press fo the
Prize, noted when discussing marks of maturity, “Keep going in the
light you now have, and increasingly God will make clear, as you
grow, that an all-out pressing toward the goal with an undivided
intensity is the only way to real completeness in Christ.” !

Conclusion

“Only let us hold true to what we have attained” (Phil. 3:16) is
a verse in the midst of a wonderful context of such an edifying
book. The Scriptures truly make an IMPACT on our biblical hearts
and serve as a guide to develop the marks of Christian maturity.
May the Lord bless our endeavors as we focus on having a “pressing
toward the prize” attitude while “holding true to what we have at-
tained” and always remembering who we are.

11.Malone, Avon. Press to the Prize: Studies in Philippians. Nashville, TN: 20th Century
Christian, 1991. Print.
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The purpose of IMPACT 3:16 1s to show that there are many
[fantastic verses that end with 3:16...not just one. When we
understand that the Bible as a whole is God's inspired Word, we
can see the true harmony of the Bible. This lectureship shows the
power of just a few verses. If you study your Bible (regardless
of the chapter and verse) and weigh the Scriptures fairly, you
will grow in your relationship with God and have a better
understanding of His will.

J.J. Hendrix
Editor & Lectureship Director
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