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from this beginning, launched a mighty movement which 
spread rapidly throughout the world, and from which he 
acquired great wealth and much eminence. Headquarters 
of the movement were eventually established in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., with branches in many lands; and from there its 
missionaries and literature are sent out to more than one 
hundred countries, and its tenets are preached in approxi­
mately that many languages. Its devotees are most indus­
trious in the propagation of its distinctive doctrines and 
are a familiar sight on street corners throughout the land 
as they seek to sell the Watchtower, official publication of 
the sect, and its other periodicals and books. In 1950, the 
01·ganization, known as "The Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society," issued its "New World Translation of the Chris­
tian Greek Scriptures," (to which we shall have occasion 
frequently to refer in this lecture) , alleged to be a transla­
tion "the most accurate to date," (page 792), and is now 
in process of publishing a translation of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

Though Mr. Russell had published, sometime prior to 
1916, a tract of 128 pages entitled "Millions Now Living 
Will Never Die," in which he claimed to give "Bible proof 
that there are millions of people now living who will never 
enter the grave," one chapter of which bore the caption, 
"How to Live Forever," (Mr. Russell was not one of these. 
He became ill on a train through Texas from which he was 
removed, dying shortly thereafter in Pampa of this state on 
Oct. 31, 1916). 

Following the death of the founder of the movement, 
"Judge" J. F . Rutherford assumed leadership of the organ­
ization, and through unusual ability as an organizer and 
writer greatly extended its sphere and influence. From 
his prolific pen flowed an unending stream of material 
which the society published, and yet circulates with certain 
significant revisions, deletions and emendations! It was 
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the view of Mr. Rutherford, often expressed, that certain 
saints were soon to be raised from the dead to live on the 
earth "and take charge of the visible affairs of the earth," 
and he regarded it as proper to build a house for their hab­
itation prior to their appearance. Accordingly, he caused 
to be erected, at the expense of the society, of course, an 
imposing mansion with a dreamy mountain view in lovely 
San Diego, California, for "the aforementioned princes of 
the earth," which he, as care-taker, proposed to occupy 
until such time as they appeared. Here, at Beth Sarim 
("house of the princes") as he chose to call it he lived, and, 
unfortunately, died, before the realization of his hopes; and, 
the Watch Tower society, having cooled to such a plan for 
the princes, allowed the property to pass to private hands. 
We were privileged to visit Beth Sarim recently and to 
admire the lovely location which Rutherford chose for him-
self and the princes! -

The movement has been variously known as Russellism, 
Rutherfordism, Millennial Dawnism, designations which 
they reject; and it has been styled by its devotees as "In­
ternational Bible Students," "Jehovah's Witnesses," and 
members of "the New World Society." Its teaching is an 
admixture of Adventism, Swedborgianism, Unitarianism; 
and, on the nature of Christ, Arianism. 

A tract entitled, "What Do Jehovah's Witnesses Believe," 
issued by the Watchtower press, warns that reviewers of 
their doctrines often present a biased and unfriendly pic­
ture of their positions, and asks, "We would not expect to 
obtain from the scribes and Pharisees a correct picture of 
what Jesus believed, would we?" We think their caution is 
proper; and we shall, therefore, appeal only to their official 
publications, carefully documenting each statement there­
from, in ascertaining what they really believe. On the 
same page of the leaflet (p. 2), where the foregoing state­
ment appears are these words, "Jehovah's first creation 
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was his Son." Following this, they cite certain scriptures, 
which we shall hereafter examine in detail. For the mo­
ment our purpose is to determine, from their writings, 
what Jehovah's Witnesses believe and teach regarding the 
nature of Christ. Their tract declares, "Jehovah's first 
creation was his Son." This statement, appearing in a 
leaflet, the design of which is to acquaint people with the 
tenets of the movement, is simple, unequivocal and without 
ambiguity. From it we learn that this religious society be­
Heves and teaches that (a) Christ is not eternal, but a 
creature of Jehovah; and (b) he was the first of all God's 
creatures to be made. It is proper to deduce from this that 
having been created by Jehovah, he was non-existent until 
this creative act occurred; and is, therefore not co-existent 
with the Father nor equal with him. 

This view is often stated and affirmed in a variety of 
ways in their official publications: "He is not the author of 
the creation of God; but after God had created him as his 
first-born Son, then God used him as his working Partner 
in the creating of all the rest of creation" (Let God Be True, 
Page 33, Revised Edition). 

"Who was the first son of God created? The very one w~o 
is 'the beginning of the creation of God' identifies himself 
to us. He is the same one that later was born as a man 
by the miracle of God and was called Jesus Christ" (The 
New World, page 16). 

In their book, Creation, page 15, under the sub-heading, 
"Beginning of creation," they insist that "long before the 
creation of the earth, when there was no sea, when there 
were no springs and lakes, before there were any moun­
tains or hills, yea, before the sun and the moon and the 
stars were made, God began his creation ; and that begin­
ning was his beloved One, known in the Holy Record as the 
Logos. The word Logos is one of the names or titles given 
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to the beloved Son of God, and carries with it deep mean­
ing." 

"The term Logos is one of the titles applied to the first 
or beginning of God's creation." (Delivera,nce, page 12). 

"Jehovah God had now set out on the purpose of endless 
creation. He now had beside him a 'master workman' en­
dowed with wisdom. This had received life from God. This 
made him the Son of God. In begetting this Son or bring­
ing him forth to life Jehovah was the only Producer or 
Creator, unassisted. His first living creature was there­
fore the 'only begotten Son of God'." (The Truth Shall 
Make You Free, page 43). 

"The question now arises as to the other creatures that 
were produced after God's firstborn Son, the Word. Were 
these other creatures each a direct creation of God as his 
Son the Word was?" (Ibid., page 48). 

These quotations might be indefinitely extended, but 
these will suffice to show the clear and unmistakable posi­
tion of those who call themselves Jehovah's Witnesses on 
the nature of Christ. They reveal the view that Christ 
received life from God, is a creature, was created in the be­
ginning of God's creation, is not the author of the creation 
of God; and is, hence, not eternal. 

What was the name of this "creature" which the writers 
of the Watchtower society seek to identify as Christ before 
he came to the world? Russell long ago sought to answer, 
this question in these words: "Our Redeemer existed as a 
spirit being before he was made flesh and dwelt amongst 
men. At that time, as well as subsequently, he was properly 
known as 'a god' - a mighty one. As chief of the angels 
and next to the Father he was known as the Archangel 
(highest angel messenger), whose name Michael, signifies, 
'Who is God,' or God's representative. As he was the high­
est of all Jehovah's creation, so also he was the first, the 
direct creation of God ... " (Studies in the Scriptures, se-
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ries 5, page 84). Recent writers for the Watchtower or­
ganization have expressed the same view: "Being the only 
begotten Son of God and the 'first born of every creature,' 
the Word would be a prince among other creatures. In 
this office he bore another name in heaven, which name is 
'Michael" (The Truth Shall Make You Free, 1943, page 
48). 

These quotations, taken yerbatim from the official pub­
lications of the Watchtower society, reveal with unmistak­
able clarity that "J ehovah's Witnesses" believe and teach 
(a) Christ is not eternal; (b) he was created by the Father 
long ages past; (c) he lived in heaven, a spirit being, from 
the time of his creation until he came to the earth and was 
endowed with f lesh ; and (d) during this interval he was 
Michael, the archangel. 

We have indicated earlier that these people cite certain 
passages of scripture in an effort to sustain this shocking 
and incredible theory. It is our intention to examine each 
passage they offer which bears any remote relation at all 
to the subject, and scrutinize it minutely. The first scrip­
ture they usually offer, in their attempts to justify such a 
position is Rev. 3 : 14: "And to the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write : These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God." 
The One identified here as "the Amen," and "the faithful 
and true witness," is, undoubtedly, Christ himself. This 
seems conclusively to follow; and we conclude it without 
hesitation. The One thus identified is declared to be "the 
beginning of the creation of God." Watchtower writers 
urge that the significance of this phrase is that Christ was 
created as the first, or beginning act, of God (Let God Be 
True, revised edition, page 32) . 

The meaning of this statement turns on the significance 
of the word archee translated beginning here and approxi­
mately forty times elsewhere in the common version. It 
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cannot be properly interpreted to mean that which is caused 
to begin, as "Jehovah's Witnesses" allege. On the contrary, 
it designates him who is the beginning of creation in the 
sense that he was there and caused creation to begin! As 
Lange well says : "The Logos was not merely existent, how­
ever, in the beginning, but was also the efficient principle, 
the beginning of the beginning ... and when it is said that 
the Logos was in this beginning, his eternal existence is 
already expressed, and his eternal position in the godhead 
already indicated thereby." (Lange's Commentary on John 
1 :1). It follows, therefore, that Revelation 3 :14 teaches 
that Christ is "the beginning of the creation of God," in 
the sense that he was "the efficient principle," the active 
agent in causing it to start! (Compare John 1 :3). 

Fortunately, we are not dependent on deductions in de­
termining the significance of this passage with reference 
to what it teaches regarding the eternity of Christ. All 
truth is harmonious; and the scriptures never contradict 
themselves. Melchizedek, "king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High" is said to have been "without father, without 
mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of 
days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God, 
abideth a priest .continually" (Heb. 7 :1-3). The sense in 
which this ancient priest was "made like unto the Son of 
God" was that he had "neither beginning of days nor end 
of life." If this passage bears any significance at all, it 
teaches that Christ was without beginning or end. It is, 
therefore, a thorough refutation of the Watchtower theory. 

Often cited by these writers in support of this theory is 
Col. 1 :15, which asserts that Christ "is the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born of all creation." Because he 
i s described as "the firstborn of all creation," it is alleged 
that Christ was the first creature in the creation. They 
say, "Thus he is ranked with God's creation, being first 
among them ... " (Let God Be True, Rev. ed., page 33). 
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They assume that the word "firstborn" is used literally to 
indicate that Christ came into existence as the first of God's 
creatures. They err in the assumption that the word is to 
be assigned a literal significance in this passage. It is ob­
vious that the term has a figurative usage here. A creative 
act is one thing; a birth is another. It is absurd to affirm 
that Christ was b01-n of God, in the usual sense of the word, 
if he w,~re created. Moreover, the passage itself proves that 
Christ possessed the same nature as the Father since he is 
"the image of the invisible God." Being of the same essense 
and nature as the Father, Christ is as eternal as He; and 
this passage may not be properly cited to show that our 
Lord is a created being. On the contrary, he is before all 
creation, being author of creation himself: "For in him 
were all things created . . . all things have been created 
through him, and unto him; and he is before all things, and 
in him all things consist" ( Col. 1 :15-17). The translators 
of the Watchtower Version, well aware of the force of this 
statement, have deliberately tampered with the text here 
and inserted without any justification the word "other" 
to make the foregoing statement read: "By means of him 
all other things were created . . . all other things have been 
created through him and for him. Also he is before all 
other t hings by means of him all other things were made to 
exist" (Page 589, New World Translations ). Theirs is a 
serious offense against the Word of God with reference to 
which warnings are often penned in the sacred writings 
(Cf. Deut. 4 :2; Prov. 30 :6; Rev. 22 :13). Col. 1 :15 simply 
suggests that Christ is· prior to all creation so that without 
him creation would not have occurred. As "the first born 
of all creation," he is anterior to all creation, and there­
fore no part of creation. The word "firstborn," is from the 
Greek proototokos, and means born before. Thus Christ is 
separated from, and declared to be anterior to, creation. 
In being before all creation, he was not himself created. 
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What is before all creation must be regarded as eternal. 
Christ was before all creation; therefore, he is eternal! 

Moreover, the passage reveals that not only was Christ 
(a) before all creation and (b) the author of it, he is the 
end or design of creation, for all things were created "for 
him." He is, therefore, not a created being. It teaches us 
that Christ created all things; and from the Hebrew writer 
we learn that "he that built all things is God" (Heb. 3 :4). 
It follows, therefore, that Christ is God (theos), i. e., pos­
sesses deity. 

Though decisive against the theory, John 1 :1 which they 
grossly mistranslate, is frequently cited by "Jehovah's 
Witnesses" in an effort to bolster their view that Christ is 
merely a creature and not an eternal part of the godhead. 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God," the passage reads in reliable 
versions; and these people concede that reference to Christ 
is made by the phrase, "the Word," or Logos, as it is in the 
Greek Testament. Regarding this passage they have said: 
"Hence he may be called 'the Word or Logos.' Being a 
mighty one and holding this high official capacity as Logos, 
and being before all other creatures, he was a God, but not 
the Almighty God, who is Jehovah ... Happily, the New 
World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures (pub­
lished 1950) renders John 1 : 1,2: 'Originally the Word was, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god. This 
one was originally with God'" (Let God Be True, Rev. ed., 
pages 33, 34) . 

It will be observed that the phrase, "and the Word 
was God," of the American Standard Version (the King 
James Translation, and all other reliable ones) is made to 
read in the Watchtower Bible, "and the Word was a god.'' 
Specifically, the indefinite article "a" is inserted, and the 
word God is spelled with a lower case "g," rather than cap­
italized, as in the usual versions of the Scriptures. From 
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this they deduce the view that Christ is merely "a god," 
a phrase which they thereupon interpret to mean a cre­
ated being. Moreover, they take great liberty with the first 
phrase of the text, en archee een ho logos, "In the beginning 
was the Word," by the rendering, "Originally the Word 
was," to which they attach a foot-note, reading, "Literally, 
'In (At) a beginning," by which they insinuate their doc­
trine of Christ's creation in the indefinite article "a" of the 
footnote. This is an unwarranted handling of the Greek text 
in that it disregards the rules requiring the definite article 
in translation though not in the Greek text. Here, the be­
ginning is sufficiently definite without the article, and is 
undoudbtedly an allusion to the beginning of Gen. 1 :1. In 
this beginning the Word was, een, existed, not egento, be­
came, or came into being. The meaning is, Before creation, 
before anything was made, at the very beginning of crea­
tion, the Word already was. The begnning (archee) here, 
and also that of Gen. 1 :1, was evidently the beginning of 
creation; and inasmuch as the Word (logos), Christ was 
there, he was before all creation, therefore, no part of it. 
He was indeed the agent of creation, "All things were made 
by him; and without him was not anything made that was 
made" (John 1 :3). It would not be possible to affirm 
the eternity of Christ more positively than is done in this 
great prologue of the gospel of John. 

The Word (logos), the Christ, was not only in the begin­
ning and before creation, "the Word was with (pros) God." 
As Vincent well says, "With" (pros) does not convey the 
full meaning," but "there is no single English word which 
will give it better. The preposition pros, which with the ac­
cusative case, denotes motion toward, or direction, is also 
often used in the New Testament in the sense of with; 
and that not merely as being near or beside, but as a living 
union and communion; implying the active notion of inter­
course ... Thus John's statement is that the divine Word 
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not only abode with the Father from all eternity, but was 
in the living, active relation of communion with him" 
(Vincent's Word Studies, Vol. 2, pages 33, 34). This in­
timate union of Christ with the Father is described by the 
Lord himself in John 17: 5 and John 1 : 18. 

"And the Word was God!" God, from the Greek theos 
denotes deity; and by a common figure of speech (the 
synecdoche), where the whole is put for a part, the name 
of the divine nature is assigned to the second person of the 
godhead as, for example it is assigned to the first person 
in John 1 :18 and to the third person - the Holy Spirit -
in Acts 5 :3,4. 

The affectation of scholarship in a lengthy article in the 
appendix of the so-called New World Translation of the 
"J ehovah's Witnesses" to justify their rendel'ing of the 
clause, kai theos een ho wgos, "and the Word was God," 
(ASV; KJV, etc.) , as "and the Word was a god," does not 
obscure the fact that these translators have abandoned true 
scholarship and evolved their own rules in their determined 
effort to deny to our Lord eternity of being. 

The order of the words in this clause is such as to give 
emphasis; God is a predicate noun in the clause, not the 
subject. It is obvious that the subject is "the Word;" the 
inspired writer is revealing who the Word is, not who God 
is! The Watchtower writers make much of the fact that 
the article (ho) the, does not appear before theos (God) 
in the passage, hence their rendering, "and the Word was 
a gocl." This rendering is untenable for various reasons: 
(1) It is a recognized principle of Greek Grammar that 
the subject takes the a rticle and the predicate omits it. 
"Hence arises the general rule, that in the simple sentence 
the Subject takes the article, the Predicate omits it. The 
subject is definitely before the mind, the predicate generally 
denotes the class to which the subject is referred, or from 
which it is excluded, but the notion of the class is itself 
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intermeriate" (Handbook of the Grammar of the Greek 
Testament, Green, page 193). (2) If the article appeared 
before the predicate noun here, it would be the equivalent 
of saying the Word (Christ) is the entire godhead, which 
would be untrue. He is one of three persons who constitute 
it. It should be observed that in the second clause of the 
sentence, kai ho logos een pros ton theon, "and the word 
was with God," the article appears before theos; for here 
God (as the first person) is specified absolutely. In the 
third affirmation, the article is omitted because it was 
John's design to denote the character or nature of the Word 
as deity, rather than to specify his person. Thus (a) our 
Lord existed in the beginning before all creation; (b) he 
was with the Father in intimate communion before any­
thing was made; (c) he was, himself, the active agent in 
creation; (d) he was God (deity) in the beginning. There 
are three distinct propositions in this marvelous affirma­
tion of the apostle: (1) In the beginning Christ already 
was; therefore, without beginning himself, and pre-existent. 
(2) He enjoyed the closest association and fellowship with 
the Father, being "with (pros) God." (3) Lest it be as­
sumed that all of this might be, and yet the second person 
be an inferior being, John declares that Christ is God -
is possessed of the nature of God. 

The wondrous being who is anterior to all creation and 
therefore uncreated, timeless and eternal, is identified at 
verse 14 of John 1 : "And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us ... " This was, of course, the Christ. No more 
important passage may be found in the scriptures respect­
ing the nature of Christ. It declares (1) his eternity; (2) 
his close relationship to the Father; (3) his work in crea­
tion; ( 4) his distinction from the Father; and ( 5) his pos­
session of the nature of God. These fundamental proposi­
tions inhere in John's great t reatise, and cannot be ob­
scured. 
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Writers for the Watchtower society often cite Prov. 
8 :22-30, in an effort to sustain their theory of a created 
Christ. In this highly figurative portion of scripture Wis­
dom is personified by the sacred writer and declared to 
be before creation: "Jehovah possessed me in the beginning 
of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, before the earth was . .. 
then I was by him as a master workman . .. " The word 
"possessed" has the marginal reading, "formed." It is al­
leged that Christ is alluded to under the figure of Wisdom 
in this passage and that it was he who Jehovah formed in 
the beginning. This passage, far from proving that Christ 
is a created angel, as Jehovah's Witnesses teach, demon­
strates his eternity and timelessness! (1) The "Wisdom" 
of the passage was possessed "in the beginning;" (2) he 
was before "his works of old;" (3) he was "set up from 
everlasting." Hebrew writers, by such expressions, often 
denoted eternity. If Wisdom, in this passage, refers to 
Christ, it affirms his eternity, instead of controverting it . 
Further, it establishes the deity of Christ: Wisdom is said 
to have been with the Father as "a master workman" 
(Verse 30). Christ is uniformly declared to have been the 
creator of the universe in the scriptures ( Col. 1: 16; Heb. 
1 :2, 10; John 1 :3, etc.). The creation is often appealed to, 
in the Bible, to prove that he who accomplished this is the 
true God rather than the idols (Isa. 40 :18-28; J er. 10 :13-16; 
Prov. 3 :19). But, it is impossible that a creature should 
be endowed with attributes which only deity can possess. 
Christ possessed all of the attributes of God, theos, deity. 
Therefore, Christ is God, possesses the divine nature, and 
was, in eternity, equal of the Father! 

This, indeed, if affirmed by Paul, in the great declara­
tion of Phil. 2 :5-8 which reads: "Have this mind in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus : who, existing in the form 
of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a 
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thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a servant, being made in the likeness of men . .. " Christ 
was (1) originally in the form of God. The "form" of any­
thing is the manner in which it reveals tself; and this, of 
course, is determined by the nature which it has. Christ 
was in the form of God - deity - therefore, he possessed 
the nature of deity. (2) He was on an equality with God. 
(3) He did not regard this equality with God as a "thing 
to be grasped," i.e., held on to as an improper assumption 
- he was entitled to it as the equal of God! ( 4) He volun­
tarily surrendered this position and came to the world to 
be endowed with flesh in order that he might serve as our 
High Priest. This passage, in the most positive fashion, 
demonstrates the eternity, deity, and position of Christ be­
fore he came to the world. Aware of the force of this pas­
sage on their doctrine, the Watchtower society in its "New 
World Translation" offers this pitiful paraphrase and ri­
<liculous rendering: "Keep this mental attitude in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although he was ex­
isting in God's form, gave no consideration to a seizure, 
namely, that he should be equal to God. No, but he emptied 
himself, ... " When men deal thus with the sacred scrip­
tures, they forfeit their right to the respect of their read­
ers, abandon any semblance of scholarship, and demon­
strate their departure from the truth. 

We have now examined the principal passages cited in 
various publications of the Watchtower society to support 
this organization's view that Christ is merely a created 
being, and not co-equal with the Father and eternal in na­
ture, and have found that each of these, where they touch 
the issues at all, teach his eternity, deity and full equality 
with God the Father, instead of that which "Jehovah's• 
Witnesses" allege. Though limitations of time preclude 
further examination of their claims, we oblige ourselves, at 
any proper time and place, to demonstrate that any other 
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verses which they may offer may be similarly resolved, if 
they relate to the nature of Christ at all. 

The errors of Jehovah's Witnesses are not minor and in­
consequential; they strike at the foundations of Christi­
anity. They are an admixture of Arianism, Unitarianism, 
and infidelity; and, believed and relied on until death, will 
plunge their hapless dupes into endless perdition. Because 
theirs is a situation as fatal as that to which the apostle 
alluded, we urge all of this sect who desire salvation to 

"Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord" (2 Cor. 6 :17) . 
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·Questions for Class Discussion 

1. What is the Watchtower movement? With whom did it begin? 
Who succeeded Russell? What house did he build and why ? By 
what names has the Watchtower movement been known? 

2. Name the leading periodical of the movement. How is it dis­
tributed? By whom? Designate six books from which we shall 
quote in setting forth the doctrines of this sect. 

3. What do these people believe with reference to the ongm of 
Christ? By what name was he supposed to have been known in 
heaven? What conclusions follow regarding the doctrine we are 
examining? 

4. What are the five leading passages "Jehovah's Witnesses" rely on 
to sustain their doctr ine? 

5. State their view on Rev. 3:14, and refute it. 

6. Give their contention regarding Col. 1:15, and show why they are 
in error. 

7. Discuss their position on J ohn 1:1, and give the true meaning. 

8. What is their view of Prover bs 8:22-30? What proves them 
wrong? 

9. Set out the Watchtower argument on Phil. 2:5-8. What gross 
error is involved in their translation? What does the passage 
actually teach? 



WAS CHRIST A MAN? 
By BOB WILKERSON 

Outline 
I. THREE VIEWS OF JESUS 

A. BAD - arch deceiver 
B. MAD - self deception 
C. GOOD- hence, God 

II. CHANNING'S ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

A. Absence of Mention in Apostolic Writings 

B. Glory of Son Eclipses Glory of Father 
C. Examination of Holy Scripture 

III. BASES OF OUR FAITH IN DEITY OF CHRIST 

A. His Own Claims 
1. Origin and mission 
2. Consciousness of Sovereign legislative power 
3. Son of God 
4. Identity with Father 
5. Attributes of Deity 
6. Antidote for the evils and sorrows of man 

B. His Teachings 
1. of God 
2. of man 
3. of ethics 

C. His Character 

D. His works 

E. His influence 

( 262) 



FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 263 

WAS CHRIST A MAN? 
"Who is Jesus Christ?" is not only the fundamental prob­

lem of Christianity, but the very bottom-most issue of our 
human life. In Matthew 16 :13 Jesus asked His disciples, 
"Who do men say that the Son of man is?" It was ap­
parent that opinions differed at that point. Some thought 
Him to be John the Baptist; others, Elijah; and some, 
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. To this list of answers 
we might soon have added, "some think Him to be a man -
just a man. Good? Perhaps - but a man never-the-less." 

There seems logically to be only one of three views to be 
taken of Jesus. He was either bad, or He was mad, or He 
was good. It was the opinion of Caiphas the high priest, 
and his consorts, that Jesus was bad. By them He was 
condemned as a blasphemer. He was guilty of speaking 
against traditions of the most august Pharisees and made 
Himself God. Such speaking was without excuse. We 
must admit, that if Jesus was bad - He was worse than the 
worst. If at all a deceiver, Jesus surely was the arch­
deceiver of all times. There can hardly be a place for 
pardon toward a man who would cause the world to depend 
on Him for salvation unless He holds the power to forgive 
and save. 

To determine if Jesus was bad, we would of necessity need 
to examine the works and teachings of His life. This we 
will do shortly, but for now it is sufficient to note that even 
such an enemy of truth - an avowed infidel - as Ingersoll 
was constrained to admit, "After all, He was indeed good, 
and His was a life crowned with the teachings of His life, 
and the practise of His teachings harmonizing." 

If Jesus was not bad, He was either good or mad. Pilate 
seems to have been of the persuasion that He was mad. In­
deed, how could a man of the world think differently of one 
who would lay down His life in order to make the claim of 
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the point in question. Aside from what man says or thinks, 
it is significant that scripture presents God the Father 
as full of mercy and willing to sacrifice His Son and bear 
the pains of empathetic suffering that we might live. The 
problem here seems to focus on our understanding of the 
'wrath of God', or, as Mr. Channing puts it, 'incensed 
Deity.' The wrath of God is His permanent and unvari­
able opposition to evil. It is not the petty emotion of limited 
humanity. Unless one can come to see God as perfect in 
mercy and perfect in justice at one and the same time, 
he may not be expected to understand the glory God shares 
in the goodness of His only-begotten Son. 

3) Our final notice of Mr. Channing's arguments for re­
jecting Jesus as Deity is of his demand for scripture in 
defense of Christ's Deity. He writes: 

1'1 repeat it, the human condition and sufferings of Clu·ist 
ended strongly to exclude from men's mind the idea of his 
proper Godhead; and, of course, we should expect to find 
in the New Testament perpetual care and effort to counter­
act this tendency, to hold him forth as the same being with his 
Father, if this doctrine were, as is pretended, the soul and 
center of his religion" (p. 18). 

There seem to be two questions involved here: (1) How 
much care and effort must be taken by God in scripture to 
properly defend His revelation, and (2) Does the New 
Testament show evidence of this concern? In answer to 
the first, anything which may be said would smack of the 
grossest presumption. In t,he first verses of the Bible 
the existence of God is declared and from that point on 
very little, if any care is given to prove His existence. We 
deem it proper, if God so choose, that He simply r eveal 
His mind on a subject without being obligated (by OUR 
demands) to counteract tendencies to disbelieve. 

In answer to the second question raised, the "perpetual 
care and· effort to counteract this tendency" to disbelieve 
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is abundantly apparent in scripture (see Jno. 1 :1-14 and 
Phil. 2 :5-11). So precious and vital are God's demonstra­
tions of the divinity of Jesus that we propose to make them 
the basis for the remainder of this lesson. We believe that 
Jesus Christ was and is eternal Deity because of His own 
claims. 

His Own Claims 
We have already suggested that some have held in 

question the fact that Jesus claimed the nature of proper 
Divinity. There is such a preponderous load of witness 
at this point that it seems to us peculiar that any should 
ever hold it in doubt. 

Jesus asserted His divine nature by making reference 
to His origin and His mission on earth. "For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotte_n San, that who­
soever believeth on Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to judge 
the world; but that the world should be saved through 
Him" (Jno. 3 :16-17). He was born under the law, that 
He might redeem us from the law (Gal. 4 :5). He came 
to give His life a ransom for many (Matt. 20 :28). He 
came to pour out His blood for many for the remission of 
sins (Matt. 26 :28). 

We are further impressed with Jesus' consciousness of 
sovereign legislative power. On the one hand he asserts 
1he unchangeable authority of the law. Then He immedi­
ately proceeds to make His own word equal. "It hath been 
said - but I say . . . " (Matt. 5 :17-19). In conclusion to 
the sermon on the mount, Jesus makes clear that those who 
build not on the Rock (His sayings) are destined to fall. 
In Lk. 6 :46 Jesus shows that worship becomes empty and 
unrewarding to those who do llOt the things that He says. 
Someone has said, "Jesus Christ speaks like God Him­
self." Jesus asserts the absolute finality of the revelation 
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of God made in His person, and tells us that in Him term­
inates not only the history of Israel, but all human his­
tory as well. Not only will men plead to Jesus as Lord 
concerning their final state, but Jesus will speak the last 
word (Matt. 7:20,21). 

Jesus claimed to be the Son of God. His crucifixion is 
the greatest single testimony to the fact that He claimed 
to be not just A son of God, but the unique Son of God. I 
have been surprised to read various statements from the 
teachers who rise up an say that Jesus never had the au­
thority to claim that He was the Son of God. "Again the 
high priest asked Him, and saith unto him, Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven." With this 
answer the high priest rent his own clothes and cried that 
Jesus was worthy to be put to death. Why? Obviously, 
because He claimed to be the Son of God. While suspended 
between heaven and earth the soldiers and rabble mob jeered 
at Him and charged Him to save Himself, if He be the 
Christ of God, His Chosen. Even the robber who was 
hanged with Him understood the claims of Jesus to be the 
Son of God. There is no explanation for the challenge, 
"Save thyself and us" (Read Matt. 27 :33-44). Even in 
the hour of His death, the centurion confessed, "Truly, this 
was the son of God" (Matt. 27 :54). 

Jesus also claimed for Himself identity with the Father. 
"He that beholdeth me beholdeth Him that sent me" (Jno. 
12:45). "I and the Father are one" (Jno. 10 :30) . At this 
the Jews took up stones to stone Him. He could easily 
have calmed the crowd by making the explanation that He 
really didn't believe He was Divine. This, however, was not 
the case. He and the Father are ONE. 

Jesus possessed and claimed the attributes of Deity. He 
viewed these claims under four heads; (1) quality of 



FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 269 

eternity, (2) omnipotence, (3) omnipresence, and (4) 
His claim to be antidote for the evils and sorrows of man. 

In regard to His eternal nature Jesus said, "Ye are from 
beneath; I am from above: Ye are of this world; I am not 
of this world" (Jno. 8:23). In his prayer of John 17:5 
Jesus prays, "and now, Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was." When the Jews made their appeal to their 
bloodline of Abraham. Jesus said, "Before Abraham was, 
I am" (Jno. 8 :59). 

Jesus claimed omnipotent power for Himself. He claimed 
power to heal the sick (Matt. 8 :3) . The unlimited nature 
of His authority is reflected in the words of the Great Com­
mission in Matt. 28 :18. "All authority in Heaven and on 
earth ... " He claimed power to raise the dead ... then 
He raised the dead. 

In Matt. 18:20 Jesus promised to be present with so as 
two or three who gather in His name. This of course, 
presupposes the attribute of omnipresence. How comfort­
ing must have been His words to His disciples. "Lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the world" (Matt. 28: 
20). 

Jesus claimed to be the antidote for the evils and sorrows 
of man. "And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
And they that sat at meat with him began to say within 
themselves, Who is this that even forgiv~th sins? And He 
said unto the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 
peace" (Luke 7:47-50). He loved to assure us of His full­
ness of supply for our souls' needs. Does some spirit sag? 
"I am the Bread of Life." Is there a heart that mourns? 
"I am the resurrection and the life." Is a trembling hand 
fumbling for guidance? "I am the light of the world - he 
that followeth after me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." Have the dynamics of a life 
been exhausted in weariness and thirst? "He that be-
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lieveth in Me - shall never thirst." Is sin and guilt 
crushing over us and crushing us to despair? "This cup 
is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for 
many for the remission of sins." Is some soul bowed low 
beneath a load? Broken on the wheel of life? "Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." 

Others talk of rules and laws of life. Jesus said "I AM 
the life." Salvation is in ME. What blessed comfor t! 
"Where I am, there ye may be also." 

Written to express the historic Christian faith, Edwar d 
Perronet's great coronat ion hymn fittingly voices our 
meaning and wings our aspirations: 

"All hail the Power of J esus' name 
Let Angels Prostrate fall. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all!" 

Not only do we believe · in the Deity of Jesus because of 
His claims to be Divine, but we are further led to such 
conviction through examination of His teachings. 

His Teachings 
Concerning God, Jesus taught more than had before been 

known. Many, like Mr. Channing from whom we have 
quoted are offended at the idea of the incarnation in that 
it seems to rob God the Father of some of His deserved 
glory as He must share with His Son. It seems singularly 
peculiar and indeed sad that those who conceive of the 
Great God BEYOND incarnation do not realize that they 
are dependent upon the Incarnate One for even their idea of 
God. The God of Jesus was not the ancient Jewish national­
istic God, but one who has "other sheep" for whom to 
die (Jno. 10 :16). Although august, His concerns directed 
toward even the sparrow that falls to earth - the very hairs 
of our head. Surely upon sober reflection we come at last 
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to say what Thomas said when his eyes at last were opened, 
"My Lord and My God." 

Concerning man, J esus not only told, but SHOWED what 
manner of men we may and must be. By His word we are 
further impressed with the unity of mankind "There is 
neither Jew nor Greek - all one in Christ Jesus. When 
Jesus came into the world there were at least three lines 
of cleavage that cursed the world. They were education, 
sex, and nationality or race. In Romans 1 :14 we see that 
the influence of Christ has made us responsible to both 
the "wise and the foolish ." With the influence of Christ has 
come into the world the liberation of womanhood. We have 
become aware of God's concern for the weaker vessel. 
Moreover, both Jew and Greek are reconciled unto God in 
one body of Christ (Eph. 2 :14-16). 

On His teachings about ethics, little need be said. Have 
men not for near 2,000 years thrilled to the principle, un­
rivaled in blessedness, called the Rule of Gold? His teach­
ings about truth, duty, purity, inner consecration, love, 
righteousness, shepherd-like dedication - these constitute 
a reason why we herald Him King of Kings! 

His Character 
One of the greatest reasons for confidence in the Deity 

of Jesus Christ is seen in the revelation of His character. 
He was flawless. What other man dared ever pose the 
question, "Which of you convicteth me of sin?" (Jno. 8 :46) . 
As J esus Himself declared, "The prince of the world cometh, 
and he hath nothing in me" (Jno. 14 :30). There have 
arisen very few men in all the centuries with the gallic 
audicity to criticise the character of Jesus. Pilate found 
no fault in him. Even those who doubt His Divinity often 
claim for Him perfection. At this point we are thankful 
that the dilemma is theirs and not our own. Such a man as 
Jesus could not be just a man. If He were only the product 
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of this world, then how can we explain not having another 
like Him in our own day or in the nineteen centuries inter­
vening? He had not the advantages we have. How is it 
that the tremendously efficient universities of today are 
not able to produce such a one? If Jesus was only a man, 
we are bound to surpass Him in character. If He is more 
than man, we are bound to obey Him! His unique charac­
ter is to be seen in the claims He made being attested by 
His own consciousness. He said He was God. He bor~ 
Himself Godly. He died like the God He claimed to be and 
His manner was so convincing as to wrangle a confession 
from the Roman centurion who stood by. His character was 
marked by universality and eternity. He transcends the 
bonds of a given race and time, and is felt by every people 
of any age. We are further convinced by the perfect bal­
ance of His character. All men have some good character, 
but He has ALL good character. He stands alone at this 
point. No other founder of religion dares make the claim 
of sinlessness. He is the impenitent One. His prayers are 
ever, "Father, forgive THEM ... " He needs no pardon. 

His Works 

When we say that we are impressed with the divinity of 
Jesus by examination of His works, we have no reference 
to the miracles He performed. Those actions certainly bore 
excellent witness to His almighty power, but we have ref­
erence rather to how He changed the lives of men and na­
tions. The lives of eleven of His disciples show the imprint 
of His powerful life and teachings. From a "son of 
thunder" He can fashion an "apostle of love." As Bur­
bank saw in every weed a potential flower of beauty and 
desire; so, Jesus saw in every sinner a potential saint of 
purity and love. To any disciple of any age He might say, 
"Thou art a stone ... thou shalt be called a mighty rock." 
The influence of Jesus in the world is dramatically put in 
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the story of the English skeptic who made a visit to the 
once cannibalistic section of Africa. Here he found a native 
busily engaged in a study of the Book of God. "Don't you 
know that that book is outmoded?" he asked. "Nobody 
reads that anymore." To this the native replied, "My 
friend, you may thank God that my people ·have been read­
ing it; else, we would likely be having you for supper." 
Where the people of Christ go, darkness f lees. Ignorance 
gives way to knowledge. Sensuality bows to sane living. 
Jesus has done what neither wealth, force, nor human 
wisdom could ever accomplish in the hearts of men. 

His Influence 
Finally, the posthumous influence of Jesus is a living 

tribute to His most divine nature. No man ever builds a 
monument to his defeat. It is the unnatural and unexpected 
thing to do. Yet, by the death of Jesus Christ, He has in­
fluenced the order of our living. Our art depicts the themes 
of His word. Our greatest music is inspired by contempla­
tion of His goodness. Our laws find basis in His precepts. 
The influence of Jesus is more widespread than that of 
any man - living or dead. Napoleon turned once at St. 
Helena to Count Montholon with the inquiry, "Can you tell 
me who Jesus Christ was? The question was declined and 
Napoleon proceeded, "Well, then I'll tell you. Alexander, 
Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded a great empire. 
But upon what did this creation of our genius depend? 
Upon force ! Jesus alone founded His empire upon love, and 
to this very day millions would die for Him. 

"I think I understand something of human nature and I 
will tell you all these were men and I am a man. None 
less is like Him. Jesus Christ was more than a man. I 
have inspired multitudes with such a devotion that they 
would have died for me. But to do this it was necessary 
that I should be visibly present with the electric influences 
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of my looks, of my work, and of my voice. When I saw men 
I spoke to them, I lighted up the flame of self devotion in 
their hearts. Christ alone has succeeded in so raising the 
mind of man toward the unseen that it becomes insensible 
to the barriers of t ime and space. Across the chasm of 
1800 years Jesus Christ makes the demand which is, above 
all others, difficult to satisfy. He asks for that which a 
philosopher might seek in vain at the hands of his friends, 
or a father of his children, or bride of her spouse, or a man 
of his brother. He asks for the liuman heart. He will 
have it entirely to Himself. He demands it uncondition­
ally. And, forthwith His demand is granted. Wonderful! 
In defiance of t ime and space the souls of man with all its 
power become an annexation to the empire of Christ. All 
who sincerely believe in Him experience that remarkable 
supernatural love toward Him. This phenomena is un­
accountable. It is altogether beyond the scope of man's 
creative powers. And time, the great destroyer, is power­
less to extinguish the sacred flame. Time can never ex­
haust its strength nor put a limit to its range. This it is 
which strikes me most; I have often thought of it. This 
it is which proves to me quite conclusively the Divinity of 
Jesus Christ." 

Perhaps there is no clearer and more concentrated des­
cription of the divine glory of Jesus Christ than that found 
in Hebrews 1 :1-3: 

"God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the 
prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at 
the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son, whom He 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds; who being the effulgence of His glory, and the very 
image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word 
of His power, when he had made purification of sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on High." 

Here is revealed the threefold relationship of Jesus to the 
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universe. The world was made through Hirn. He upholds 
all things by the works of His power. All things were made 
for Hirn and He is Heir of all. Here, too, is revealed the 
threefold relationship of J esus to the Father. He is His 
Son. That is, the same life derived by natural generation 
is in the Son as in the Father. And, secondly, He is the 
brightness of His glory. Thirdly, He is the express image 
of His Person. Also in the passage we behold the three­
fold relationship of Jesus to our race. He is God's spokes­
man to us - the last word of God to man. He bas died to 
purge our sins (praise His glorious name!), and finally 
He continues at the right hand of God to represent us and 
make intercession for us. Only when we contemplate the 
nature of Heaven and the dread of Hell can we begin to 
know the measure of what blessedness J esus has brought 
into the world. 
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Questions On Lesson 

1. Discuss the three views of the nature of Jesus. 

2. What view did Ingersol take? 

3. The objections listed are the views of what religion? 

4. What is meant by the "wrath of God?" 

6. Which would normally have been the greater concern 
of the apostolic writers: 
(1) The messiaship of Jesus or -
(2) The deity of the Messiah? 

6. List six claims made by Jesus which point up His Deity. 

7. What three lines of cleaveage cursed the world until the coming 
of Jesus? 

8. What is the outstanding distinction between Jesus and the sup­
posed incarnations of other religions? 

9. To what do the "words" of Jesus have reference in the iesson? 

10. Discuss the thought that Jesus "Built a monument to His defeat." 

11. Hebrew 1:1-3 reveals nine truths which express Jesus' relation 
to the universe, the Father, and our race. List these nine under 
their respective headings. 
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