





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































470 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES

knob which comes off is replaced with a nail, and one just
never gets around to replacing the door knob.” In Acts
26:28, we have the great message, “Almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian.” I think of a woman in West Nash-
ville, Tennessee, who died at the age of seventy-seven. At
the funeral service, someone remarked privately that this
person had been waiting sixty years to accept Christ. She
died out of Christ without being a member of the church.
Think how many people, in this age of crisis when the hope
of the world is in the fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man, just put off accepting Christ and converting
the neighbor,

A number of us in this year of 1960 may need a good
tonie, or a stern call to duty. This stern call to duty may
be the tonic which we need in this nation. Haggai occupied
a needed place in the history of God’s people. Today we
need evangelists with challenges from the Lord. We need
elders with plans and the faith to put the plans into prac-
tice. If the New Testament church is to be restored, we
must also restore its enthusiasm and zeal.

It was Haggai who reminded the people that human ef-
fort when separated from spiritual emphasis is futile.
Haggai heard the complaints from his people. They re-
iterated that the promised blessings were slow in coming
although they had been working for three full months.
Haggai made it clear to these people that the land had been
defiled and profaned by their neglect. Evil had manifested
its power of infection, and their years of selfishness; neg-
Tect, and sin had -rendered them unclean in God’s sight.
They must persevere and be faithful to' God if they -were
to be victorious. Fruitful seasons, good crops, and rich
blessings would then be theirs. Remember that there is a
law which was given from God through Paul which says:
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatiang 6:7).
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It was Haggai who reminded the Jewish exiles of his
day that full obedience to God was a necessary condition
of their prosperity. Surrounding nations were to be over-
thrown. If the people were faithful, they would become
objects of divine care and would be protected in the great
upheaval.

Over five centuries before Christ, Haggai gave the chal-
lenges to his people. Today, 1960 yvears this side of Christ,
I stand and give the challenge of obedience to the people
now. If we would restore the church in Fort Worth and
throughout the area, I remind you that full obedience to
Almighty God is required.

How Big Is Obedience?

How big is the thing called obedience? Material things
must pass away. We have the song which states: “Harth
holds no treasures but perish with using, however precious
they be; yet there’s a country to which I am going, heaven
holds all to me.” Jesus said: “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt.
and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal” (Matthew 6:19, 20). Jesus says that
there is no permanent security in this old world. We are
born to die. Therefore, hear God and keep his command-
ments. Jesus put it like this: ‘“He that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

I want to tell you three things this evening about obe-
dience. It iz my hope that as you drive home tonight you
might ask, “Now since the Bible says that obeying God
is the most important thing in the world, what were those
three things which Brother Collins mentioned from the
Bible confirming the greatness of obedience?”

Here is number one. Obedience is so big that it is the
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one way man has to show that he loves God. In Mark 12,
Jesus says: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.”
How can I show that I love God? 1 John 5:3 says: “This
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” As
vou live from day to day, the one great way that you have
of showing God that you love him is by knowing the will
of God and by keeping his commandments. There was a
time when God spake to man through Abraham and then
later through Moses. Now God speaks to man through
Christ. Hebrews 1 says: “God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
his Son.” God now speaks through Christ. The message
of Christ is the gospel. This is the will that we obey. The
one way I have, therefore, of telling my God that I love
him is by knowing the will of God and by keeping it to
the best of my ability.

There is a second thing which shows the bigness of obe-
dience. Obedience is so big that God teaches that the one
way in which you can show that you believe in Him is by
obedience. Hebrews 11:6 says: “Without faith it is im-
possible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” How can I show that I believe?
Hundreds of years ago, a man named Noah believed, and
he showed his belief by building the ark. This is the mes~
sage of Hebrews chapter 11. Abraham is known wherever
the Bible is proclaimed as the father of the faithful. Ab-
raham believed enough that he was willing to kill his son
to show his faith and devotion to God. Abraham believed
and showed his faith by his willingness to kill one whom
he loved. Moses believed in God. The Bible says: “By
faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be
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called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season” (Hebrews 11:24, 25). Moses
showed fatih in God by saying “No” to Egypt and “Yes”
to the wilderness wanderings of the children of Israel. One
way that man has to show his faith is by his obedience. I
do not care how much you might say that you believe in
God, if I present the will of God delivered through Christ
and I cannot get you to obey it, something is wrong with
your faith. What is wrong with that person who knows
what is right and will not do it? He does not love God
enough; he does not believe enough. What is wrong with
that man who says, “I know what the Bible teaches, but
I am not willing to do it”? He is weak in love and weak
in faith.
Way To Show Wisdom

There is a third thing about obedience. By obedience
we can show our wisdom. Both the wise and the foolish
can go to church. Both the wise and the foolish can attend
Rible school on Lord’s day morning. Both the wise and
the foolish can attend the gospel meeting. How can we
tell that we are wise in the sight of God? In Matthew 7,
Jesus said: “Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man ... Every
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
-not, shall be likened unto a foolish man.” The wise and
the foolish heard; the wise and the foolish knew the will
of God. The wise obeyed, but the foolish did not obey.
The one way you have to show that you are wise in the
sight of God is by your obedience.

How big is obedience? Here are three things: Obedi-
ence is the one way you have to show God that you love
him, the one way you have to show God that you believe
‘in him, and the one way you have to show God that you are
wise in his sight.
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Christ has given the gospel. It has been written down
in the New Testament. Love, faith, and wisdom are shown
by whether or not you read, know, and obey the will of the
Lord Jesus Christ. In this hour, we lift up Christ, his gos-
pel, and his church. God knows how much you love him,
how much you believe in him, and how wise you are by the
way in which you accept the gospel. With these three
things in mind, certain things that may seem minor at
times become very major. May I list three things which
might be minor in the eyes of some people but which are
major to those who are trying to obey the Lord.

Since we believe that obeying God is the most important
thing for man and that through our obedience we show our
love, our faith, and our wisdom, notice how major certain
things are to God. Each time we sing, we do it without
the aid of instrumental music. Why do we sing? My
friends, we are not trying just to be different. We believe
in this with all our hearts. What are we trying to do?
We are trying to obey the Lord. In the New Testament,
for some reason which I may never know, Almighty God
picked voecal music to be used in the worship of the church.
Colossians chapter 3 says: “Singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.” In 1 Corinthians 14 we read: “I will
pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understand-
ing also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with
the understanding also.”” Here I am, a human being
headed for death and eternity. Here I am as one who be-
lieves in the power of an Almighty God. God loved me
enough to give Jesus his Son to reveal the will of God to
me. I know that I show my love, my faith, and my wisdom
through obedience to God. I lift up my eyes and say, “God,
I know that your will says ‘Sing.” I know that I may show
my love, my faith, and my wisdom by whether or not I
obey your will and that as a member of your church I need
to worship according to your will.” We engage in singing
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and leave off every other kind of music because we believe
that it is a matter of obedience or disobedience. We are
trying to say that obeying the Lord is the most important
thing in the world. I want to tell God that I love him and
believe in him by the kind of music that I use as I draw
nigh to him in worship.

Power of Memory

On the Lord’s day, Christian people meet to break bread.
Acts 20:7 says: “Upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto
them.” As a little boy, I remember a big family Bible
which my mother owned. Years ago I used to pull up on
a table and open that big book. When turning through
those pages one day, I found a lock of hair. I ran to my
mother and asked, “Why are you keeping this old lock of
hair in the Bible?” She took me into another room and
showed me the picture of a gray-haired woman. Mother
said, “This is a picture of your grandmother, my mother.
Before you were born, she died. I am keeping this lock
of hair in memory of my mother, and I have kept it in the
Bible through the years.” At your house, it may be a
picture that you keep in memory. Maybe it is a pair of
baby shoes which you have kept through the years in
memory of the time when your child was a little baby. It
may be a newspaper clipping of a funeral service. It may
be the picture of a beautiful girl in a wedding. But you
keep these things in memory. Several hundred years ago,
Almighty God fixed something that you can keep in mem-
ory of his Son’s death. In 1 Corinthians chapter 11, con-
cerning the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine,
Paul said for Christ, “This do in remembrance of me.”
God gave you the power to remember, and with that power
you can meet as a Christian upon the first day of the week
and think of Jesus’ death and his blood. Why do we do
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it? As members of the church, we meet upon the first
day of the week and partake of the Lord’s supper in mem-
ory of Christ. We are seeking to obey the Lord. It is our
desire to show him that we love him, believe in him, and
want to be wise in his sight. We do it as a matter of
obedience,

In our church buildings, we have baptistries. Why do
we have them? Because Romans chapter 6 says that we
are buried with him in baptism into death. Acts 8 states:
“They came to a certain water; and the eunuch said, See,
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?’ We
bury people because we are trying to obey the Lord. The
sinner dies, the old man is buried, in the water — in the
act of obedience — the person comes in contact with
Christ, and he is raised a new creature who can go forth to
live a new life. We are doing this because we want to show
God that we love him, believe in him, and want to be wise.

I heard a friend give this illustration one evening. He
said, “One half block from the church where I preach in
Nashville, Tennessee, there is another church building.
And the man in that building preaches that the miracles
of Christ are not true. I preach that they are true. Both
of us cannot be right. Jesus either raised Lazarus from
the dead or he did not.” If the first man is right, the
Bible is false, and it isn’t worth the paper it is printed on.
If the second person is right as he presents the Bible,
everything matters. It means that you will be raised, and
I will be raised. It means that there is a heaven, a hell,
and a judgment. It means that Jesus Christ died that we
might be saved. ;

Then my friend said, “Two blocks down the street from
where I preach, there is another church building. And
in that building, there is a man who preaches that you do
not have to repent and be baptized to be saved. When I
preach, I stand up and quote Acts 2:38. 1 tell people to
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believe and repent and be baptized for the remission of
sins. I tell you that both doctrines cannot be right.” I
stand here this evening to ask you: What will you take as
your guide? As for me, I will take this book, the gospel
will, the book that says in the language of Christ: “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:
16), or in the message of the inspired Peter: “Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). I want to tell him:
“God, I believe in you, I love you, I want to be wise in your
sight. And God, if I read the message in thy will given by
Jesus Christ, I want to obey it.” Obeying the Lord is the
most important thing in the world.

Examples From Duaily Life

Imagine two houses on the same street. In one house
there is a man who is a liar, a gambler, an adulterer, and
a drunkard. In the other house there is a man who is a
Christian, who wears the name of Christ, who works for
the church, who lives a Christian life, who is honest, who
is upright. What is the difference between these two men?
One thing: the man who is a gambler and a drunkard does
not love God and believe in God enough to obey him. It ig
the difference between disobedience and obedience. Wheth-
‘er it is the subject of the Lord’s supper, baptism, repent-
ance or gambling, adultery, honesty, dishonesty — what-
ever it is — the problem is: Are you willing to obey or to
disobey the Lord?

Here is a man who has a business. He finds one em-
ployee to be truthful and honest; another lies and is dis-
honest. What is the difference? The man who lies and
is dishonest does not love God enough to obey him. The
man who speaks the truth and is honest loves God and is
trying to live the right kind of life. It is the difference
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between obedience and disobedience. This is the major
consideration for all the world. I just hope that your con-
science — if you are disobeying the Lord — hurts you so
much tonight that you cannot sleep. If you say, “I never
obeyed the Lord in repentance, I'’ve never been baptized to
be saved, I don’t meet upon the first day of the week to
break bread,” or if you say, “I’m just a good moral man,
but I am rejecting the Lord,” or maybe you say, “I will lie
in little matters, and I am a little dishonest,” I hope that
your conscience hurts you. It should hurt so much that
you will realize that you are violating the gospel and that
you are doing the worst thing in the world in disobeying
the Lord and that even tonight you will resolve to do some-
thing about it. These are subjects which are major. Wheth-
er it is Christian living, the Lord’s supper, adultery, purity,
drunkenness, or anything else, the lesson is that the most
important thing in the world is to obey God. Christ is the
Son of God. He came and revealed God’s will to man. We
are begging you to obey it from the depths of your hearts.

May I say something now about the difference between
obeying God’s will and your will. Matthew chapter 7 says:
“He that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
Many people obey their own will. When God’s will agrees
with their will, they obey God’s will. When God’s will dis-
agrees with their will, they just keep on obeying their own
will. I challenge you tonight to obey God’s will!

Questions for Class Discussion
1. What was Haggai’s great challenge to his nation?
2. When did Haggai preach?
3. When was the temple destroyed?
4. What caused its destruction?

. How long were the Jews in Babylon?

ot
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. Who allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem?

. Why did the Jews' enthusiasm for rebuilding the temple grow

cold?

. What obstacles did they face?

. How many chapters are there in the book of Haggai?

How many verses are there in each chapter?

Relate the four messages contained in the book of Haggai.
Give the four lessons for our generation taught by Haggai.
‘When is human effort futile?

What is a necessary condition of approach to God?

Name three things which show the importance of obedience.



ZECHARIAH
By LUTHER SAVAGE

Outline

INTRODUCTION:
Zech. 1:1, 2; Matt. 3:2

I. WHAT THE MESSAGE DID (Ch&p.teré 1-8) :

1. It encouraged righteous'ness (Ps. 119:172)" because it taught
the following: K
(a) To repent (1:3-6; Acts 3:19)
(b) To not fear (8:15; John 4:18) e
(e) To speak and love the truth (8:16, 19; Eph 4: 15)

2. It inspired hope (1 16 15 22105 B: 3 6 8) Compare Rom.
8:24; 1 Cor. 13:13; Eph. 2712 >

3. It promoted the rebuilding of the Temple (4:9; 6:15)
4. It pointed to Christ (3:8; 6:12, 13). Compare Isa. 4:2; 11:
1-4
1I. WHAT THE MESSAGE PROMISED (Chapters 9-14)
1. The enemies of Judah would be defeated (9:1-6; 10:11; 12:
9; James 4:7)
2. God’s people would be blessed (10:6, 7, 12; Rom. 8:28)
3. False leaders would be condemned (11:17; 13:2; Matt. 7:
22, 23)
4, Christ would come (9:9, 10; 11:12, 13; 12:10, 11; 13:1, 6, 7;
14:1, 2, 4, 8, 9; John 4:11; Matt. 21:5)
CONCLUSION:

Zech. 14:21 “There shall be no more the Canaanite in the
house of the Lord.”

It has been said that no prophet makes such large use
of the Scriptures as Zechariah. It is not necessary to as-
certain the authorship and date of a book in the Bible be-
fore it can be read with profit. However, chapter one verse
one settles the matter of both. It says about the date “in
the eighth month in the second year of Darius.” This

(480 )
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would be about 520 B.C. The verse says with relation to
authorship “came the word of the Lord unto Zechariah,
the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet saying

.’ Then follows what one writer says to be “the bright-
est, the clearest, the most hopeful message to be found in
prophetic literature.”

T. T. Perowne says: “A moment’'s reflection will suffice
to convince us that it is quite possible to acknowledge un-
reservedly, as an integral part of God’s Word written, and
to reverence accordingly, a Book of which the authorship
is uncertain or unknown. Of the Book of Job, of many of
the Psalms, of the larger part of the historical Books of
the Old Testament, we do not know the authors. The au-
thorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews will probably be a
moot question as long as the world lasts. Yet all these
writings hold their place in the Canon of Seripture, on
equal terms with those of which the authorship is un-
doubted” (Cambridge Bible, pp. 49, 50).

Kyle Yates says chapters 1-8 refer clearly to events of
the years 521-518 B.C. He adds that chapters 9-14 were
produced under circumstances far removed from the period
around 520 B.C., but he admits that Zechariah “could have
written them in his old age, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, to describe the coming of the Messianic King”
(Preaching from the Prophets, pp. 209, 210).

Calkins gtates: “Social and political conditions are ex-
actly the same as we find in Haggai. Darius is King. Num-
bers of Jews still remain in Babylon. The community at
Jerusalem is.small and ‘wealk, consisting chiefly of young
men and men'in middle life with a few old folk and some
children. The Temple is still to be built, although we may
presuppose that some progress has been made. Yet dis-
couragement if not despair was the prevailing popular
mood. Zechariah seeks to change this to one of hopeful-
ness by historical retrospect and by glowing Messianic
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prediction. His faith shines like a clear beacon in the
darkness. It is what men see in the night that tests them
and proves the strength, the quality, and the fiber of a
faith which beholds the realities of God and His enduring
power and love” (The Modern Message of the Minor Proph-
ets, pp. 112, 113).

The message begins with a most interesting, spiritual
call to repentance. Then follows a series of eight visions:

The horsemen among the myrtle trees.

The four horns and the four carpenters.

The man with a measuring line.

The high priest before the angel of the Lord and
Satan.

The golden candlestick and the olive trees.

The flying secroll.

The woman sitting in the barrel.

The four chariots and two mountains.

b e ) [

ek e o

According to Farrar the first vision means te show that
God’s eyes were upon the nations in spite of the apparent
stillness, and the second vision means that God would break
the power of Israel’s oppressors (The Minor Prophets, pp.
195-223).

The third vision means that Jerusalem would be judged
and blessed. It was announced that Jerusalem would be-
come prosperous and populous with God dwelling in the
midst of her revealing her glory. Her captive children
were exhorted to flee out of Babylon and hasten home. In
the greatness of her future prosperity it was stated that
many nations would join themselves unto the Lord.

The fourth vision of the high priest standing before the
angel of the Lord and Satan seems to show that God did
not reject, but forgave and restored the priesthood, and
would one day make it perpetual in the person of the Mes-
gsiah (Zech. 3:8; Isa. 4:2; 11:1-4),
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The fifth vision was the golden candlestick and the two
olive trees. The first part means that man’s works were
not sufficient, but that God’s will must prevail. “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit” (4:6; Eph. 2:8, 9;
Tit. 83:5). The two olive trees represent ‘“the two anointed
ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth” (4:14).
This perhaps refers to Zerubbabel and Jeshua, but it re-
minds us of Christ and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19, 20;
John 14:26; 16:8; Heb. 1:1, 2).

The sixth vision of the flying book and the seventh vision
of the woman in the barrel both represent God’s condem-
nation of wickedness among his people. The prophet points
out Babylon as the place of the house of wickedness while
Jerusalem was the place for the Temple of God.

The eighth and last vision was the four chariots and the
two mountains. The two mountaing may mean Mount
Sinai and Mount Calvary or the old covenant and the new.
The four chariots and four winds with horses going to the
north and to the south may refer to Babylon and Egypt or
to the world which will receive God’s judgments satisfying
His justice (6:8). The last part of the chapter is a sym-
bolic transaction (6:9-15). The making of the crowns
and setting them on the high priest looked forward to the
coming of the Messiah (6:12, 13).

The prophet rebuked the hypoerisy and selfishness man-
ifested by some of the people in their fasts and exhorted
them to justice and righteousness. For seventy years the
people had been observing certain days of fasting in re-
membrance of the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction
of the Temple. Now that they had returned from captiv-
ity and had rebuilded the city and had begun work on
the Temple, should the observance of these fast days be
continued ?

The answer was twofold as presented by Zechariah.
First, it rebuked their hypocrisy and selfishness, and told
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Questions for Class Discussion

. What was one thing taught by Zechariah to encourage righteous-

ness? Read the passage from the Bible and discuss.

. Will you read a passage from Zechariah which inspired hope?
Discuss.
. Will you present a passage which predicts the coming of one

called the “Branch”? Read also passages from Isaiah about
this and discuss.

. What was in your opinion the most outstanding passage rela-

tive to the coming of Christ? Read it and discuss.

How many visions are found in Zechariah chapters one through
six? Discuss their probable meanings.

. What did Zechariah tell the people about fasting? Why?

. How many oracles or “burdens” are found in the second section

of the book? In what chapters is each oracle found?

. What were some of the sins mentioned in chapter ten causing

the anger of the Lord to be kindled against Judah?

Why were the people of Israel to be punished according to chap-
ter eleven?

What do you see in the last three chapters that predict things to
come about Christ and Jerusalem?



MALACHI
By THOMAS B. WARREN
Outline

I. FUNDAMENTAL AFFIRMATION: God still loves Israel
. (1:1-b)
1. Affirmation stated (1:1, 2)
2. Affirmation proved (1:3-5)

II. CHARGES (ACCUSATIONS) (1:6-4:3)
1. Against the Priests (1:6-2:9)
A, Their condition caused following charges (1:6-14)
a. They despised His name — yet denied it (1:6)
b. They offered polluted bread — yet denied it (1:7)
¢. They offered for sacrifice that which was: blind, lame,
sick (1:8)
d. A digression urging them to try their tactics on their
governor (1:8b, 9)
e. Shut the Temple doors! (1:10). Cf.: Amos b5:21f;
Hos. 6:8; 8:13; Isa. 1:11ff
f. God’s name is greater among the Gentiles (1:11, 12)
g. Worship had become a wearisome, irksome burden to
them (1:13)
h. They brought as sacrifice that which they obtained in
robbery, and offered sick and lame (1:18b)
i. After making a vow, they refused to offer the animal
they should have offered (1:14)
j. The Lord explains why their action not acceptable
(1:14b)
B. The consequences of such conditions (2:1-3)
C. Marks of a true priest (2:4-9)
a. Honors his covenant with God (2:4, b) -
(a) Life and peace as a blessing, — this is God’s part
(b) ‘Fear and reverence for God — this is man’s part
b. His fear of God caused him to faithfully discharge his
priestly duties (2:6)
(a) Law of truth in his mouth (ef.: Hab. 1:4; Hag.
2:11)

(487)
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(b) He lived in harmony with God’s will
(e) He turned many away from sin
c. A priest’s lips should treasure knowledge (2:7)
d. The people should seek the law at his mouth (2:7)
D. Contrast of present priests with the true priest (2:8, 9)
a. They do not walk in submission to God’s will (2:8)
b. They cause others to stumble (2:8b) — because of them
men do not fear God (ef. Neh. 13:29)
¢. They were subject to bribery and were therefore partial
in their judgments (2:9) — (ef. Mic. 3:11); God dis-
penses judgment without favor (2 Chron, 19:7)
Charges against the people (2:10-4:3)
A. Emotional insensibility (1:2) — they were insensible to
God’s love for them
B. Treachery against their wives (divorce) (2:10-16)
Three reasons why they should not divorce:
a. All of us are members of God’s family
b. When our wives give us children, we must be thankful
e. God is witness and he hates divorce
C. Doubted the righteousness of God (2:17) — they said
those who did evil were approved by God (2:7-3:6)
D. Covetous — they robbed God in tithes and offerings (3:
7-12)
E. Blasphemy — they were skeptical that it pays to serve
God (3:13-15)

1I1I. THE PIOUS ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER IN AN AGE
OF FAILURE AND UNFAITHFULNESS (3:16-18)

L

st

This should have encouraged the doubters and impious ones
. The pious:
A. Esteemed God’s name

B. They “spoke” with one another — exhorted one another
(3:16): (cf: Pa. 1:1;:2) [

IV. GOD WARNS AGAINST ISRAEL'S SINS {4:1-3)

1.

God’s judgment against sin is represented as a consuming
fire or a blazing sun

. The destruction will be total (cf. Matt, 7:24-27)
. But the righteous shall be blessed — they shall have great

exuberance of vitality and joy (“as calves . ..”)
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V. A FINAL WORD OF EXHORTATION TO OBEDIENCE
(4:4-6)
1. Remember the law (4:4)
2. God will send Elijah (Christ)
3. He will turn hearts of the fathers to the children

Malachi, the last book in our English version of the Bi-
ble, was the last word from God until the first book of the
New Testament was written. About 400 years intervened
between the time of the close of the Old Testament canon
and the opening events recorded in the Gospels.

. Just as Nehemiah records the closing events of the Old
Testament so Malachi is the last voice of the prophets.
Even though Malachi was written to the people of God, it
also serves as admonition and warning to all men, both
then and now (cf. Rom. 15:4).

The Writer

Nothing is known of the life of the author of this book.
Some scholars even doubt that we know his name. They
contend that since “Malachi,” which is the Hebrew word
for “my messenger,” appears nowhere else as a proper
name it should not be considered to be one in connection
with this book. They further point out the same Hebrew
word appears in Malachi 3:1 where it clearly is not a
proper name. Neither the LXX nor the Targum recog-
nizes “Malachi” as a proper name. Other scholars con-
tend that “Malachi” should be considered as the proper
name of the writer of this book because the prophets did
not write anonymously. At any rate, by the second cen-
tury A.D., “Malachi” was recognized as a proper name.

Historical Background.

The book itself does not give the date of its writing.
However, most scholars agree that the writer of the book
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dealt with much the same problems as were prevalent
during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. Many scholars
contend that the book has its setting in the interval be-
tween the two visits of Nehemiah to Jerusalem. Passages
in the two books of Malachi and Nehemiah show that
much the same problems were considered in each work.
The following passages should be compared: Mal. 2:10-
16 and Neh. 13:23f; Mal. 3:8-10 and Neh. 13:10-12; Mal.
2:8 and Neh. 13:29.

From about 606 to 586 B.C. many of the people of Ju-
dah were carried into Babylonian captivity. After 70
years, about 536 B.C., about 42,000 Jews under the lead-
ership of Zerubbabel returned to Jerusalem. Then under
the leadership of Zerubbabel, the governor, and Jeshua,
the priest, the work of rebuilding the Temple was begun.
However, the work of rebuilding soon stopped because of
the opposition in the land. After the work had been
stopped awhile, Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the
work to begin once more. The Temple was rebuilt about
520-516 B.C. Then about 60 years later (around 457
B.C.) Ezra had come from Babylon to Jerusalem to help
encourage and reorganize the nation. Then, about 13
yvears later (around 444 B.C.) Nehemiah came to Jeru-
salem and directed the rebuilding of the wall. This seems
to have been close to the time of the conditions and events
described in Malachi. Thus it seems that the Jews had
been home about 100 years in Malachi’s time.

Before the exile, the history of the Jews was one of
again and again lapsing into idolatry. However, they
had become very negligent of their worship and service
to God. Further, they were not even aware that they
were in a terrible spiritual condition. The priests were
very lax and degenerate. The people were unfaithful to
God. In an extremely lethargic and indifferent state of
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mind, they had settled down to wait for the coming of
the Jewish messiah whom they thought would lead them
in becoming a great nation again. It is to people in this
condition that Malachi directs his message. In doing so,
he condemns: (1) their doubt of God’s love for them;
(2) their despising of Jehovah’s name; (3) their offer-
ing of polluted bread; (4) their sacrificing of blind, lame,
and sick animals: (5) their growing weary with worship;
(6) their failure in bringing the tithe into the storehouse;
(7) their divorcing of the wives of their youth; (8) their
skepticism that it pays to serve God; (9) their doubting
that Jehovah was a righteous God.

The book contains two extended lists of accusations: (1)
those against the priests, and (2) those against the people.

The Writer's Style

A major characteristic of the literary style of the book
is the asking and answering questions. The writer first
makes a charge or accusation. Then he sets forth the peo-
ple’s reply (usually a question or a denial) to that charge.
In the book there are seven distinet instances of this three-
pronged method of teaching. Simply stated, the method
is: (1) the charge, (2) the reply, and (3) the refutation
of the reply.

Analysis of the Book

The prophet opens the book by contending that the Word
of God, to be delivered by God’s messenger, to accuse or
charge the people. This, in substance, is the meaning of
ch. 1:1.

The Fundamental Affirmation
(1:2-5)
The affirmation stated (1:2). The fundamental affir-
mation of this book is stated in ch. 1:2. That affirmation
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is: God has loved and still does love Israel, in spite of
Israel’s sins. This is the real message of this book. All
else that it says should be viewed in the light of that fun-
damental truth.

The affirmation denied (1:2). Also in verse 2, by ask-
ing a question, “Wherein has thou loved us?”’ the people
deny that God loves them. Apparently the people were
keenly aware of the great difference which obtained be-
tween their present condition and the past glory of the
kingdom of Israel. Likely, they were also discouraged by
apparent (to them) failure of the Messiah to come.

The affirmation proved (1:2-5). The prophet points
out that the Lord has chosen Jacob and had rejected Esau.
Thus the love which God had for Israel was proved right
before their eyes: Edom had been laid waste while Israel
had been blessed in being restored to its own land. Even
Edom’s plans to rebuild his cities were doomed to failure.

Charges Against The Priests
(1:6-2:9)

They despised Jehovah's mame (1:6). After setting
forth the fundamental affirmation, the prophet charges
the priests with failure to honor God’s name. Instead of
honoring His name, they despised it. They looked con-
temptuously toward the Lord and toward His instructions
to them, yet they denied having any knowledge of despising
His name.

They offered polluted bread wupon God’s altar (1:7).
This charge is actually proof of the preceding charge that
they had despised Jehovah’s name. Again the priests de-
nied any knowledge of having been guilty of the accusation.
The prophet then proved his charge by accusing them of
offering blind, lame, and sick animals on the altar. (“Ta-
ble of the Lord” and “food” or “bread” are used to refer
to the various sacrifices.) The blemished of any kind of



FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 493

animal was considered unclean and unfit to be offered as
a sacrifice (cf. Deut. 15:21; 17:1; Lev. 22:20-24). The
offering of such animals was an insult to God. The proph-
et asked them to try to present such things to their gov-
ernor so that they might see that not even he would accept
such offerings (1:8b, 9). Then the prophet expressed his
longing for someone to close the doors of the Temple — it
would be better to close the Temple altogether than to have
there the exhibition of the insulting sacrifices which they
offered unto God (1:10). This iz much the same point
made in Amos 5:21-23; Hosea 6:8; 8:13; Isaiah 1:11-17.
The prophet then declared that God’s name is (or shall be,
ERV) great among the Gentiles. Scholars contend that
it is difficult to tell whether this statement refers to a
present or future condition and whether it referred to
Gentiles, proselytes, or Jews scattered among the Gentiles.
At any rate, the prophet’s point is this: God’s name was
held in higher esteem by some others than it was by those
to whom Malachi was writing. Likely, he referred to
Jews in other lands at that time or to Gentiles during the
Gospel Age. Either of these cases should have had the ef-
fect of making the recipients of Malachi ashamed of their
attitude toward God’s name.

To them, worship had become a wearisome burden. They
said, “What a burden the service of God is!” Such an at-
titude was sharply in contrast with that expressed by the
Psalmist who said, “I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go unto the house of the Lord” (Ps. 122:1; cf. Pss.
63:1; 84:1; 100:1). If one does not feel and understand
that service to God contains its own reward, then that very
service will become irksome and burdensome.

They broke their vows to God. The prophet here sharp-
ly condemns not the man who denies faith in God (although
all such are condemned) but the man who professes to love
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God, makes a vow as to what he is to give unto God, and
then fails to keep the vow. “Cursed be such a cheat!” de-
clares the prophet.

The consequence of such action (2:1-3). The prophet
declared that God would send a curse upon them and would
curse their blessings. Other things would occur which
would make it clear that the priests were not fit to officiate
at the Lord’s altar.

The marks of a true priest (2:4-9). The prophet then
sets forth the marks of a true priest: (1) he honors his
covenant with God; and as a result he receives life and
peace as a blessing (2:4, 5); (2) he fears and reverences
God’s name (2:5) ; (3) his fear of God caused him to faith-
fully discharge his duties (2:6); (4) the law of truth is
in his mouth and he faithfully teaches the people (2:6, T) ;
(5) he turns many from lives of sin. These marks of a
true priest were set forth to show the sharp contrast with
the present false priests.

The marks of the present false priests (2:8, 9). The
priests who received Malachi’s rebuke: (1) did not walk
in submission to God’s will (2:8); (2) ridiculed the cove-
nant (2:8) ; (3) caused others to stumble rather than help-
ing them (2:8) — because of them men do not fear God;
(4) were subject to bribery and were therefore partial in
their judgments (2:9). In contrast to this partiality, God
dispenses judgment without partiality, without favor (cf.
Micah 3:11; 2 Chronicles 19:7).

Charges Against The People
(1:2; 2:10-4:3)

They were guilty of emotional insensibility (1:2). In
gpite of the bountiful blessings which God had given them,
they were insensible to His love for them (1:2). Such an
insensibility leads to ingratitude and ingratitude leads to
disobedience. This order seems to have been in the case
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of the people to whom Malachi addressed his charges.

They were guilty of treachery against their wives (2:
10-16). The prophet having turned from the priests, de-
nounces the people for marrying “the daughters of a
strange god” (2:11). The holiness of the nation was being
blighted by such marriages. Further, the prophet con-
demns the men for their cruel, heartless putting away of
the wives of their youth. The prophet points out that God
is a witness to the marriage covenant and hates putting
away (divorce).

They doubted the righteousness of God (2:17-30). These
people were not outright unbelievers or irreligious, but
they were spiritually deficient and drew an unwarranted
conclusion from the social conditions about them. They
began to doubt the righteousness of God and said that men
who do evil are good in God’s sight. But the prophet points
out that God would send His messenger to “prepare the
way before me” (that is, the Lord). The coming of the
Lord will prove His righteousness to these doubters. God’s
judgment will come upon both the priests and the people
(3:5).

They had robbed God (8:7-12). The prophet accuses
them of having robbed God. The people profess to be ig-
norant of any such robbery. The prophet then explains
how they had robbed God: by not bringing the full tithe
into God's storehouse.and also by offering the sick, the
lame, and the blind. It is evil in the sight of God to fail
to give as one should.

In An Age of Failure and Unfaithfulness
The Pious Encourage One Another
(3:16-18)
There were some among the people who were faithful:
they “feared the Lord” and they “thought on His name”;
that is, they esteemed and reverently considered His name.
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They “spake often one to another”; that is, they admon-
ished, exhorted and encouraged one another (3:16; cf.
By 1515521

God Warns the Wicked and Encourages the Righteous
(4:1-3)

The day of which the prophet here speaks was to be
much like the searing eastern sun (or like a raging fire)
which would scorch and wither the insolence, irreverence,
and injustice of mankind of the wicked, but for those who
feared the Lord’s name it would be so healing and invig-
orating that they would go leaping like “calves from the
stall.” It will then be clear that the righteous judgments
of the Lord will shine light on the dark and perplexing
ways of men. This should be an encouraging thought to
faithful men of all ages.

A Final Word of Exzhortation to Obedience

First, the prophet exhorts them to “remember ye the
law.” They were not to be carried about “by every wind
of doctrine” in regard to their relationship and duty to
God. They were to guard against being unduly upset by
apparent failures in His ruling in the world. The wicked
may prosper and the righteous may be miserable for a
time but, finally, God’s ultimate will will triumph. At the
last great day, God will punish the wicked and bless the
righteous.

The prophet promises God will send “Elijah” (John the
Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, the Messiah, Matt. 17:
11-14), and he will lead men away from sin in preparation
for the coming of Christ. This was fulfilled in John’s
work as a forerunner of Christ (Lk. 1:11-17; Matt, 3:
115125
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The Main Contribution of this Book to the Development
and Revelation of the Scheme of Redemption

Concisely stated, the main message of the book is: the
love of God for His people is unfailing, but the people must
not misunderstand this love and become mere patrons of
religion, for God will surely ultimately punish the wicked
as a result of His wrath against sin and bless the righteous
through His son, the Messiah.

The Main Message Applied to Men in the Christian Age

From a study of Malachi and conditions in the church
today it is easily seen that this book is as up-to-date and
timely as tomorrow morning’s newspaper! What plagues
the people of God today more than mere ‘“patronism”?
Do not a great many members of the Lord’s church today
give mere “lip service” to the fact of God’s love for man
and to their own love for God in return? (cf. John 3:16;
Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:19).

Is it not likely true that many are satisfied to merely “go
to church” (sit on a pew in a meeting house somewhere)
without even intending to have their hearts and lives
changed by the power of God’s “dynamite,” His Word?
(Romans 1:16; cf. Hebrews 4:12). Ig it not true that
when preachers of the gospel faithfully proclaim “the
whole counsel of God” in pointing out the sins of the people
that an often repeated reaction is: “Wherein have we
sinned?” “Wherein have we failed to do as God would
have us to do?” And all the while they are completely ob-
livious' to their responsibility to reach the lost with, the
Gospel plan of salvation (Mk. 16:15, 16; ¢f. Lk. 19:10), to
seek to lead the erring back to pathways of faithfulness
(James 5:19, 20; Galatians 6:1, 2), and to minister to the
needs of the unfortunate (Matt. 5:16; Mark 14:7; James
1:27, ete.).
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May God help us to awaken from the spiritual lethargy
which has characterized many churches and many individ-
val children of God — may we awaken to a true response
to the unfailing love of God, realizing that some day all
men must stand before Christ in the Judgment to hear the
words which will send us either into everlasting torment
or everlasting blessedness (2 Corinthians 5:1-10; Matt.
25:31-46; John 5:28, 29).

May the message of Malachi ever burn within the hearts
of men.

Questions for Class Discussion

1. Malachi deals with conditions which prevailed about how long
after the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity?

2. Discuss briefly the work of Haggai and Zechariah.
3. Discuss briefly the work of Ezra.

4. Discuss briefly the work of Nehemiah.

5. Discuss the style of Malachi.

6. Cite at least two passages of Scripture outside of Malachi which
show that God’s love is unfailing.

7. In a general way, discuss the conditions which prevailed among
the people at the time of the writing of Malachi.

8. How did the prophet prove God’s love for Israel?
9. How had the pnests desplsed Gnd’s name?

10 What reference d1d the erber of Malach: make to the gove::nor"
Explain. :

11. Why did the prophet ery for the doors of the Temple to be shut?

12. Cite passages which show God’s displeasure with sacrifices of-
fered by ungodly men,

13. Discuss the fact that worship had become a burden to the priests.



14.

15.
16
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22,

B

23.
24,
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Discuss the vow made by the priests in connection with their sac-
rifices.

Discuss the marks of a true priest.

Discuss the marks of the priests to whom the prophet wrote.
What attitude had the people toward their wives?

What attitude had the people about the righteousness of God?
Did the people believe that it paid to serve God?

Discuss the pious person among the people.

How is God’s judgment represented?

What about the final destiny of the wicked and of the righteous?
Discuss the prophet’s final exhortation.

Discuss the main message of the book.
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