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for the truth of Jesus Christ which was being threatened
by those ‘“certain men” who had crept into the Church.
Love prompted the writing of this epistle as we may infer
from the term “Beloved.”

We too must contend earnestly for the faith, but let us
remember that those who would lead others to serve Christ
must themselves set the example.

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH

In verse 3 Jude challenges us with this inspired instruc-
tion: “earnestly contend for the faith which was once de-
livered unto the Saints.” These resounding words are a
summons to the saints to contend with fervor and fidelity
for something of divine importance which had been deliv-
ered to them and committed to their trust, Jude was in no
wise alone in this divine admonition. Numerous times the
apostle Paul instructs the Saints in much the same way. In
I Cor, 16:13 Paul said: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit ye like men, be strong.” Other passages where Paul
used almost the same words are 2 Tim. 1:18-14; Titus 2:1-8;
Heb. 18:7.

The third verse of Jude leads us to regard the faith as a
treasure committed to our custody. For this treasure we
today must contend. The word contend means: to engage
in a contest; as a combatant — and indicates an intensive
contest. We must understand that one can contend for the
faith without being contentious. The word contentious
means: strife, quarrel, especially rivalry, contention, wran-
gling. As we contend for the faith, we engage in a contest
with Satan and his force of evil. We must “fight the good
fight of faith”; we must “preach the Word.” Yea, there
are too many among us who are contentious (wrangling,
quarreling, disputing) and not enough who are contending.

Realizing that it is our duty to contend for the faith we
~understand that the faith is of great importance, for it is
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the best things that Satan is anxious to destroy. The word
contend always carries the idea that there are adversaries
seeking to corrupt or destroy it, and Jude suggests in this
epistle that we are to contend for the faith! How? By
refuting and convincing the gainsayers; by praying for its
success ; by confessing it boldly before men; by example of
purity; and by suffering, when necessary for the truth.
But what is this faith about which we speak? What is this
great treasure, for which we should be willing to do all
these things?

May we suggest that it is a low estimate of faith and a
flippant attitude toward truth to speak as the shallow
minded so frequently do, of different faiths as though no
infallible standard exists for a truly ascertained ground of
belief. The faith used singularly here, is the doctrine of
faith or the truth which is to be received in order to
our salvation. We must understand that it is faith
delivered by God, not discovered by man! The natural man
can no more perceive than he can discover the things which
are of God. Paul said: “But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them for they are spiritually
discovered.” I Cor. 2:14.

“The faith” is the system of truth. There are creeds and
more creeds; men have built around the divine revelation,
outworks of theology. But amidst the multitude of creeds
THE FAITH can yet be ascertained and verified. The
current of truth flows from the fountain, and is traceable
to it. The inventions of men are sidestreams of humanism
pouring in from either side to corrupt the current! For
example the first Pope crowned was not until 606 A.D.; The
doctrine of transubstantiation 1216 A.D. ete. ete. The
apostle Paul said: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation . ..” Jesus
said: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
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you free” Jno. 8:831; and “Sanctify them through the truth,
thy word is truth” Jno. 17:17.

But let us notice carefully: it is a faith delivered “Once”!
No other faith will ever be given! NO new doctrines are
to be added! The authority due to the faith is the authority
of God. It, having been once delivered to the saints, refers
to the whole company of people of God — the church. It is
complete, and has been intrusted in our care.

ENTRANCE OF FALSE TEACHERS

Jude summons every member of the church for loyalty to
the conflict between truth and error which was raging then
and it is raging now! Actually, Jude does not set forth the
details of the faith, but emphasizes its finality! The faith
that was and is the answer to problems of men, (whether
it be a struggle with communism, Catholicism, etc.) and is
the only way of salvation.

Jude says “certain men crept in unawares.” This is the
way false teachers enter. They do not come in at the front
door. They do their fatal work sabotaging the truth.

EXAMPLES OF DIVINE VENGEANCE

These men that Jude mentions are Godless men, enemies
who claim to be friends, who like beasts of prey creep into
the company of the Godly, actuated by evil intent. They
usually conceal their real purposes, they mix wholesome
truth with destructive errors and preach doctrines palatable
to the corrupt nature of man. Sometimes the best of people
are seduced by such errorists. Such men are among us
today! They deny to God the honor due Him, In works
they deny Him. They serve the “creature more than the
creator.” They pervert the grace of God, which has as its
true design to live: “soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world.” — Titus 2:12.

Jude very powerfully presents the inevitable doom of
such men, whoever they may be, and he does so by calling
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to attention examples of severity of God toward the dis-
obedient. He first refers to God’s chosen people being de-
livered out of the land of Egypt. No difficulties could
hinder Israel’s deliverance from Egypt; they went down to
Egypt a family and emerged out of it a nation. This nation
carried the destiny of the world in its bosom.,

Afterward the Lord dealt in judgment, destruction over-
took the Israelites! This destruction was a disappointment
of high hopes as well as a high position of privilege. The
Saints are now reminded of the cause of this destruction; it
was wunbelief! Difficulties soon discover the unbelieving
heart. The end is utter, absolute destruction! The Hebrew
epistle states: “. . . and they to whom it was first preached
entered not in because of unbelief”’ Heb. 4:6.

Secondly, Jude refers to the case of fallen angels, The
allusion is to the angels rejecting their high dignity of
position in subjection to God, and departing from their
habitation in heaven, as a consequence of the alienation,
caused by pride. We can be fully assured that no person is
exempt the punishment, the wrath of God, if he disobeys.

In the third place, Jude refers to the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. These were prosperous places. Prosperity often
becomes an occasion for much wickedness and impiety.
Inhabitants of these cities were guilty of fornication and
unnatural erimes. These were sins against body and soul.
They were social sing affecting the family and society; sins
defiling the body. Such as are not to be among the Saints.
“But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it
not be once named among you, as becometh Saints.” Eph.
a4,

Jude mentions the severity of their punishment, Our
God is a consuming fire; His justice is not abolished by His
mercy. Yet, the rejection of the Gospel is a worse sin than
these committed. See Matt. 10:15.

Now, these were punished as an example unto us, God
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shows His hatred for sin. We today need such examples —
because we need the restraints of fear as well as the allure-
ments of love. The same sins occur in every age, and there-
fore need to be very pointedly condemned. Do not such
sins become even more heinous if committed in this dis-
pensation of light?

REVERENCE, RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY

So, Jude further declares, that these men were destitute
of true reverence, they rail at the holiest and begt things
and sit in judgment on all rule and all authority. They have
a proud tongue! This attitude, inspiration denounces. This
attitude the Lord despises.

We freely admit the difficulties connected with the mean-
ing of verse 9, as to the contention over the body of Moses.
Jewish tradition states that Moses body was put in custody
of Michael. Of so much importance was Moses to the
Israelites that there was a danger of their worshipping him
after death. His body was therefore put beyond their
search, and the devil sought to get it back for the enticement
of the Israelites. This is one suggestion of the meaning.
While on the other hand it may be suggested that the body
of Moses refers to the Jews, just as the church is referred to
as the body of Christ; and the dispute with Moses for them.

May we suggest that the lesson here forcefully brought
to us is that of our submissiveness to divine authority and
purpose. Such should make all men ashamed and afraid of
disputing and railing concerning divine authority!

Some do not know! And, what they do not know as
something lofty and noble, they deride and denounce. Oh!
How our Lord despises such an attitude. See verse 10.

HYPOCRITES AND DECEIVERS

As we have mentioned earlier, these false teachers are
like shepherds which feed themselves and forget the flock,
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like clouds which bring no rain, Jude gives a most graphic
picture of the insincerity and depravity of these insolents.

Yet, they are found in the bosom of the body of Christ.
Even sitting with the saints in their love-feasts. In the
common meals of fellowship, they indulged in revelry and
gluttony, some of them even being intoxicated.

THE PROPHECY OF ENOCH

The patriarch Enoch was one of the most illustrous of the
0ld Testament Saints, a man about which little is said in
sacred writings, but that which is most complimentary.
Of Him Moses wrote “And Enoch walked with God and he
was not; for God took him.” In recounting the exploits of
the faithful, the Hebrew writer wrote: “By faith Enoch
was translated that he should not see death; and he was
not found, because God translated him: for he had witness
borne to him that before his translation he had been well
pleasing to God.” — Heb. 11:5.

Inspiration does not mention the fact that Enoch was a
prophet, yet his faithfulness and fidelity, his devotion to
truth and his sense of responsibility to God, suggest that
he was — such a character as would be used by the Lord
for this purpose.

To such men as these false teachers against whom Jude
was writing, Enoch uttered the prophecy embraced in Jude
14-15. It was not Jude’s intention to convey the idea that
Enoch wrote specifically or primarily to these; the meaning
is that the prophecy which that patriarch delivered was
such as might properly be applied to such characters as
these about whom Jude was writing,

Some might ask: “From what source did Jude obtain
the prophecy? It is sufficient for our purpose merely to
answer, from inspiration!

The prophecy of Enoch was of Judgment, a judgment in
which the Lord would come with “ten thousand” of his
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holy ones. The reference is to the angels who are to ac-
company the Lord on his mission of Judgment, and who are
mentioned in connection with that event in Matt. 25: “But
when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne of his
glory . ..” Matt. 25:31.

Against the corrupter and skeptics, Jude writes with a
vehemence that in the New Testament is without parallel.
Matters are dreadful when the spirit of God is compelled
to use such a stern and awful language.

EXHORTATION TO FAITHFULNESS

Jude has been, in all former parts of the letter, pouring
out a fiery torrent of vehement indignation and denuncia-
tion against “certain men” who had “crept” into the church,
and were spreading gross immorality there, He does not
speak of them so much as heretics in belief, but rather as
evil-doers in practice. He now turns again to the loyal and
steadfast believers,

In the midst of these verses, there is a direct precept:
“Keep yourselves in the love of God.” The love of God here
means, not ours to Him, but His to us. So, Christian men
can be out of the love of God ; stray away from home. While
God provides the sphere of salvation — his love — it is
man’s function to keep himself, through faithfulness, in
that sphere, and a failure to do so is to exclude one from
the provisions of salvation,

May we notice some methods by which we can keep our-
selves in the love of God. Faith is the foundation of all
supreme excellence and nobility and beauty of character;
because for one thing, it dethrones self and enthrones God
in our hearts, making Him our aim and our law and our
supreme good. Because, for another thing, our trust brings
us into direct union with Him so that we receive from Him
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the power thus to build up a character. He who fruly be-
lieves will obey!

The metaphor of growth by building suggests effort, and
suggests continuity; it suggests slow, gradual rearing up,
course upon course, stone by stone. Some have done nothing
at it for a great many years.

You will pass, sometimes, a house or row of houses begun
by some builder who has possibly become bankrupt; and
there are mouldering bricks and gaping empty places for
windows, the rafters are decaying, and stagnant water sur-
rounds in numerous places. This is the kind of thing that
hosts of people who call themselves Christians have built.

Jude further suggests that we need to pray! “The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” —
Jas. 5:16, Brethren, the best attitude for building is on our
knees, and if, like this we go to battle, we shall come out
victorious.

THE NEED FOR MERCY

After all our efforts, building, praying, we need mercy!
Jude has spoken in this letter about the destruction of the
evil-doers, when Christ the Judge shall come. Possibly this
is why he speaks of the mercy of Jesus. V. 21. Oh! How
we shall need it! The better we are the more we know how
much wood, hay, and stubble, we have built into our build-
ings; and the more we are conscious of that love of God
around us, the more we shall feel the unworthiness and
imperfection in our response to it. Even though we put
forth efforts we still must cry “God be merciful to me a
sinner.”

EXHORTATION CONCERNING WICKED AMONG
THEM
Directions are given in V. 22-23 as to how to deal with
those who were ensnared by the wily foes. Evidently there
were some who were in doubt. (see v. 22). They were those
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who had been fascinated by the new teaching, and although
not captured by it, they were engaged in its study, drawn
toward it almost ready to yield to it. On these the faithful
were to have mercy, were to convince them of their danger,
show them the enormities to which the false system inevit-
ably leads, and so win them back to the ways of the Lord.
As if Jude says, deal with the wavering in love, gentleness,
kindness; but rescue them if possible.

However, verse 23 indicates that the are others whose
peril was greater: ‘‘and some save, snatching them out of
the fire.” These were identified with the wicked, men far
along the way to destruction, hence almost beyond reach of
rescue. Yet, we have a responsibility to these as well. We
must rescue them; save them if possible, no matter how
blackened. In so doing we must be careful that we do not
partake of their uncleanness, “hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh.”

OUR HELP, IN GOD

The closing two verses of this epistle call to our attention
the all sufficient, solitary stay for our weakness, The one
person beyond whom there is never any need that the heart
should wander seeking after love, that the mind should
depart in search for truth, or that the will should stray in
its quest after authoritative commands,

If we have God’s upholding help, the stumbling-stone
will no more be a stumbling stone, but a stepping stone to
something higher and better. Every temptation overcome
brings strength to the overcomer!!

He is able to keep us from stumbling and if we trust Him,
obey Him, the ability will become actuality, and we will be
kept from falling.

And so inspiration again promises possible final perfec-
tion. In accordance with the great promise “Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God”; with exceeding
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joy, which refers not to the joy of Him that presents, though
it is great, but to the joy of those who are presented.

CONCLUSION

Jude surely challenges us of the twentieth century to a
deeper faith in our Lord who gave Himself that we might
live. He calls us to deeper dedication to the faith once de-
livered. We are impressed with the perfection of God’s
universal plan to save man, and His powerful rejection of
any who would go contrary to it.

Fearlessly Jude has rebuked deceitful workers who
threaten the peace and security of the Church. Those who
corrupt the faith and seek to lead saints away, in any age,
are condemned.

Yet, with tenderness and faith, he commits his readers to
the source of all good — the protector and Lord. God be
thanked!! May we, through equal fidelity to His will make
Him ours as well!

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION

Explain why it is thought that Jude was the Lord’s brother.
Briefly, give the purpose of this epistle.

What is “the faith”?

What is the difference between contending and contentions?
How do false teachers come in?

Give the three examples of divine vengeance referred to in this
epistle.

Who was Emoch? What did his prophecy concern?

Name two ways that we may keep ourselves in the love of God.
What attitude is to be shown toward the wicked?

What lesson may we learn from Jude 9?7
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Introduetion to the Book : 5’\\‘

I. Purpose and Theme
II. Authorship and Imspiration
ITI. Date and Place
IV. Scope
V. Theories of Interpretation

Outlines of the Book

I. The Seven Golden Candlesticks — 1-3
I1. The Seven Seals — 4-7
II1. The Seven Trumpets — 8-11
IV. The Woman and Her Child; The Dragon and The Beasts —12-14
V. The Seven Bowls of Wrath — 15, 16
VI. The Fall of the Harlot and The Beasts — 17-19
VII. The Judgment of The Dragon; The Holy City — 20-22
OR
I. The Seven Churches — 1-3
II. The Seven Seals — 4-7
II1. The Seven Trumpets — 8-14
IV. The Seven Bowls of Wrath — 15-22
OR
I. The Conflict Between The World And The Church — 1-11
II. The Conflict Between The Dragon And The Christ — 12-22

Messages From the Boolk

I. Christ Walks Amid His Churches

II. Christ Is With God In His Throne
III. The Real Enemies of Christ and His Church
IV. The Gospel of Christ Must Be Proclaimed

V. The Holy City Is The Picture of Christ’s Rewarded And Tri-

umphant Church!
PURPOSE AND THEME

One could wish the Book of Revelation really meant to
all “an uncovering or unveiling of something hidden;” for
this is the meaning of “apokalupsis,” from which ‘“revela-
tion” ig translated. However, the speculation of some over

the imagery of the book, the determination of others to
(360)
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bind as literal every horn and hoof, and the disposition on
the part of many to regard Revelation as a closed book in-
capable of being understood or applied in the twentieth
century, have made of it a “mystery”’ rather than a “revela-
tion.” There is more to Revelation than the first three
chapters and the last two! “Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein!”

The Church of Christ is today involved in a struggle
against error and sin. It was involved in this same strug-
gle in the first century after its establishment, has so been
involved in the nineteen intervening centuries, and will
thus be involved until Christ calls all unto judgment. The
foe is often the apparent victor, and the church stands in
need of blessed assurance. The purpose of the Book of
Revelation is therefore to reassure Christ’s church in its
struggle against error and sin.

And what greater reassurance could be given than to
hold forth victory’s crown? Over and over again the
glorious refrain of the victory of Christ and His church
over the Devil and his angels is sounded. There can be
no mistake that this is the theme of Revelation: Victory!

AUTHORSHIP AND INSPIRATION

External evidence of Justin Martyr (140 A.D.) and Irna-
eus (180 A.D.) declares the Apostle John to be the author
of Revelation. The strength of Iraneus’ testimony lies
greatly in the fact that he was a pupil of Polycarp, who
was a disciple of John. Johannine authorship is further
indicated by the Epistle of Vienne and Lyons (177 A.D.)
and the Canon of Muratori (200 A.D.)

He who wrote the book calls himself “John.” (Revela-
tion 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8.) It would have been superfluous for
him to speak of himself as the “Apostle John;’ for the
churches in Asia Minor had known his labors among them
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and knew also of his apostleship. Indeed, what other John
could have so simply introduced himself? Who else could
speak so authoritatively ?

Who would more reasonably be selected to pen these
words of the Spirit than an apostle of Christ? Nowhere
is the verbal inspiration of the Bible more strongly af-
firmed than in this book. The accounts of the spirit tell-
ing John to write and what to write thrills the hearts of
all who believe that the Bible is the very word of God,
and that verbatim! Where else are we so convincingly told
of the “words of the prophecy of this book,” and the “words
of the book of this prophecy ?”’

No matter that there be apparent differences of “style,
syntax, and tone” between the gospel and the epistles of
John on the one hand and the Revelation on the other, The
very nature of the book necessitated the use of apocalyptic
language, such as is seen in Daniel (the captivity writer)
and Zechariah (who wrote under the oppression and perse-
cution in the rebuilding of the temple). Further, we all
know that we can and do use one style when writing to a
loved one, another when writing a business letter, or yet
another when writing a person with whom our acquaint-
ance is limited. The entire vocabulary of John was laid
out before the Spirit, who gave John the message he was
to write in words John himself used.

DATE AND PLACE

Iraneus places the time of the writing of Revelation
“toward the end of the reign of Domitian,” who died in
96 A.D. The credibility of his witness has been earlier at-
tested, and cannot be minimized. This time is further sub-
stantiated by Clement of Alexander, Origen, and Euse-
bius,.

John tells us that he was in the “isle that is called
Patmos,” at the writing of Revelation. This small dot of



REVELATION 363

an island may be still found in the Aegean archipelago, off
the coast of Asia Minor. It was because of his testimony
concerning Christ that he had been exiled there; yet it
was for more of God’s will to be made known that he was
put there. How much in keeping, this, with the theme of
the book!

SCOPE
The book begins with the Domitian persecution exist-
ing at the time of its writing and continues unto the day
of judgment and eternity to follow, It contemplates every
persecution of God’s people in the past, those who are
now living, and all who will live during the Christian
dispensation,

THEORIES OF INTERPRETATION

During the Reformation, the historical theory found wide
acceptance. Some have held Revelation to be a precise blue-
print of history from Domitian to the consummation.

Others have espoused a preteristic theory of assigning
the events of Revelation entirely to the past, except for
what is styled the eschatological section of the book.

The futuristic theory has been at the root of the bulk
of speculative teaching which has filled the thinking and
writing of many. It places the events of Revelation alto-
gether in the future, concerning it with events at the end
of the Christian dispensation. To such, the letters to the
seven churches, for example, are descriptive of seven
stages of history leading up to Christ’s second coming,

Some have seen chapters twenty and twenty-one as the
pivotal point around which the chiliastic inierpretation
turns. These contend for the premillennial return of
Christ to earth, the establishment of his literal throne in
the city of Jerusalem, the restoration of national Israel,
and an earthly reign of one thousand years.

The historical background or synchronistic theory main-
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tains Revelation to have a promise of victory, not only for
Christians of the first century, but for those of inter-
vening centuries, for those of the present, and for those
of the future. It is from this viewpoint that Revelation
can best be approached by Christians living at any point
of time. There is a needed message, a divine consola-
tion, a blessed assurance of victory, a sweet promise of
hope. It is from this vantage point that we now view the
land and enter in to possess it.

OUTLINES

The study of any Biblical book necessitates an outline
of one dimension or another, that there may be guideposts
along the way. One very simple way to outline the book
of Revelation follows: Immediately after the seven churches
(1-3), the seven seals (4-7) are opened. With the open-
of the seventh seal, seven trumpets are sounded (8-14) ; at
the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the seven bowls of
wrath are poured out (15-22). This may prove to be of
help in remembering the sequence of events in this book.
- Revelation is divided into two major divsiions and sub-
divided into seven sections. (Please refer to the outlines
given earlier.) The effect is that the same message,
viewed from a different aspect, is repeated seven times:
the church proclaims the God-given gospel and is perse-
cuted by her enemies; God warns the persecutors, urging
them to repent, and exhorts the elect to remain faithful,
promising victory at last; when victory by the unrighteous
seems inevitable, the saints prevail and are rewarded by
the Almighty.

The first eleven chapters show this basic conflict to exist
between the World and the Church, whereas the last seven
chapters show this conflict to run so deeply as to be be-
tween Satan and Christ. In both instances God’s pur-
poses are fulfilled in His people, even unto victory. “This
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is the viectory which overcometh . . . even our faith.” (I
John 5:4).

CHRIST WALKS AMID HIS CHURCHES

The first three chapters of Revelation deal with one
vigion: Christ is in the midst of seven golden candlesticks.
I shall always remember well McGarvey’s poignant com-
ment to the effect that our Lord did not use the figure
of wood, tin, pewter, or even silver to represent congrega-
tions of His saints, but chose the preciousness and purity
of Gold. As the function of the candlestick is to hold forth
light, so the function of Christ’s church is to be “the pillar
and support of the truth.” In this great work Christ has
fellowship with His people, for He came to “bring life
and immortality to light through the gospel.”

To encourage, challenge, and inspire, He introduces
Himself in a different way to each congregation. Recogni-
tion of His eternity, authority, and bodily resurrection are
therefore significant,

As He collaborates with them in sounding forth the
gospel, he advises each one of His knowledge of their true
estate, Many things are said to each body of Chris-
tians, but one thing in particular stands out as being
repeated to all: “I know!” He knew that Sardis had a
certain reputation for being “alive,” but he also knew
their true condition, that they were “dead.” He knew
the steadfastness of saints in Pergamos and the tribula-
tion of those at Smyrna. ’Tis a sobering and yet a blessed
thought to know that He knows! The omniscience of God
is also the omniscience of Him that walks in the midst
of the seven golden candlesticks! As a sobbing child tear-
fully tells of his hurt and hearbtreak and is comforted in
the bosom of a mother who comfortingly says, “I know,
I know,” so we are comforted by God’s Son who, better
than any, truly knows.
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To the transgressors, He commands repentance: to the
faithful, He commends steadfastness; to the lukewarm, He
advises fervency; to all He holds forth a “blessing and a
curse”: reward in righteousness — punishment in iniquity.
And to all He commands that they hear not only what the
Spirit has said to that particular church, but what the
Spirit has said to all the churches,

We cannot refrain from thinking of the stars in His
right hand — the angels or messengers to the churches.
How glorious their divine support — upheld by His
hand! How grand their mission — to make known his
messages to the churches. One may not know whether
they were elders or whether they were preachers of the
gospel, or their exact identity in any given particular, but
we certainly may be assured of the nature of their work
and that it went not unnoticed nor unrewarded by Him
who knoweth all things and doeth all things well.

CHRIST IS WITH GOD IN HIS THRONE

A door opened into the unspeakable splendor of heaven
sharply focuses our attention upon a throne and His who
sits upon it. There can be no mistaking the identity of
Jehovah; for around and about His throne are four liv-
ing cherubim, their eyes beholding all in every direction,
and their likenesses signifying strength, service, intel-
ligence, and swiftness. The twenty-four elders about this
Majesty are representive of God’s Old Covenant people
(the twelve patriarchs) and God’s New Covenant people
(the twelve apostles.) The Eternal Spirit of God is be-
fore the throne as well, and the songs “Holy, Holy,, Holy!”
and “Worthy Art Thou!” resound through the wvaulted
courts of God’s throne room,

Jehovah holds a curious book in His right hand, sealed
with seven seals. None is found worthy among this august
company to open the book, save the Lamb who is now seen
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standing in the midst of the throne. He manifestly is
the Christ, the Lamb of God slain for the remission of the
sins of many. But He lives! His power and dominion are
complete and even the Holy Spirit is subservient to Him.
He takes the book from the hand of Jehovah, being worthy
to open it because of the redemptive price paid in the
shedding of His blood. At this the four living creatures,
myriads of angels, the twenty-four elders, and every
created thing voices worship and praise to the Lamb who
sits with God in His Throne.

The meaning must not escape us, God has given unto
Christ, because of His vicarious death and powerful resur-
rection from death, His throne, and He who was in the
beginning with God has been exalted to God’s right hand
“far above all rule and authority and power and dominion.”
The King of glory has come in: Jesus is truly “the blessed
and only potentate — King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”
The crucified one has been made “both Lord and Christ.”

He bears the marks of deity. He sits enthroned. He
wears names ascribed unto God. He receives worship
ascribed unto God. His power is sovereign. He has all
authority in heaven and on earth. All is subjected to Him,
save God Almighty. And for this cause, we must reject
any theory which says, “Jesus is not reigning now; He
will not reign until He comes again.” Truly He has the
throne, the sceptre, and the Kingdom!

Nor can we overlook the truth that as God and Christ
are on the throne, their power must prevail. Pretenders
will rise and fall. Monarchs will be raised up, used for an
intended purpose, then cast down. Thrones will appear
and vanish, Kingdoms will surge and wane. God and
Christ in their divine providence and sovereignty have done
all this, and are still in control. Christian friend! Take
knowledge of this and take courage from it. As the
puppet is never the master, no earthly despot can over-
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throw the rule of Heaven! He may threaten, even appear
to succeed, but God and Christ are yet upon the throne.

THE REAL ENEMIES OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH

At the opening of the seven seals which closed the book
in the hand of Jehovah, religious persecution, economic
hardship, even death are shown to be in store for the be-
lievers. The seals are seals of persecution, signifying not
only persecution during the time of Domitian, but persecu-
tion that might arise against God’s people at any time, in
any place. Transcending the horrible reality of persecu-
tion is the sealing of the servants of God. They are per-
secuted, but they are not cast down. They are killed, but
they are not destroyed. God knows those who are His,
and no power save one’s own infidelity can truly over-
come him. As the shepherd “knows his sheep by name,”
so God has given identity to the elect. The persecuted
shall one day stand in white robes and with the victor’s
palm in their hands. They have overcome and have come
out of great tribulation, and they are at last safe in God’s
temple.

But what of their tormentors? Shall they go unpunish-
ed? God forbid! Seven trumpets sound, trumpets of warn-
ing to the ungodly who have given difficulty to God’s elect.
They are trumpets which warn them and call them to re-
pentance; yet they will not repent. These judgments that
fall upon them are not final judgment, but pronounce-
ments from the sovereign God, who with Christ, is yet
upon His throne. Rome suffered disgrace, and her em-
pire fell; but the worst is yet to come for her — at eternal
judgment.

The conflict between the persecuting world and the per-
secuted church is a very real one, as the section of Revela-
tion dealing with the seven seals and seven trumpets has
abundantly shown. But this is the visible conflict. An-
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other is raging, too; and because of it the visible conflict
is manifest.

This is the conflict between the real enemies of the
church and Christ. It is the conflict predicted in Gen.
3:15, the conflict between the seed of woman — the vir-
gin-born Christ — and the serpent — Satan.

The Devil is characterized in chapter twelve as a dragon.
And he lies at the ultimate root of every persecution of
God’s people. He tries every known device to overthrow
and overcome, He attempts to destroy Christ as soon as
he is born, but he fails because God will not allow his vic-
tory. The woman arrayed in sun, moon, and stars is not
merely God’s Old Covenant people, from whom Christ
came, but becomes God’s New Covenant people nourished
and cared for throughout the era of the preached gospel.
Failing now to destroy the woman, he wars against her
seed, individual Christians who keep the commandments
of God. In this he fails too.

A new beast now comes upon the scene, rising from
the sea. His power and authority are derived from Satan.
He is a grotesque and horrible creature, and receives wor-
ship from all men except those written in the book of
life. He speaks great blasphemies against God, His name,
and the tabernacle. Someone may be ready to say, “This
is doubtless Rome.” True! But it is not exclusively Rome.
It is any anti-Christian nation in which the power of that
government is the power of Satan. Satan is at the im-
mediate controls of all such governments.

There is yet another real enemy, another manifestation
of Satan in his conflict with Christ. It is a beast which
comes up from the earth. He too speaks with the voice of
the dragon, and derives his authority from the dragon.
He also uses his power to induce men to worship the image
of the sea-beast. But he makes good pretensions. He has
horns like a lamb. He tries thus to emulate Christ in some
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respects, yet he also wages a conflict against the elect of
God. He is the mind of the dragon, the voice of the dra-
gon, as seen in anti-Christian religions and philosophies.
It should be noted carefully that the earth-beast is to be
equated with the false prophet of a later vision,

There is an amalgamation of the forces of these two
beasts. The thought of an anti-Christian governmental
power being yoked with an anti-Christian religious power
is a terrible thing indeed. Think of the tremendous con-
sequences of a collusion of Russia and Zionism — or Rus-
sia and Mohammedanism — or Russia and Catholicism!
Such would be devastating in its effect against the child-
ren of God; but no more so than the union of pagan Rome
and Papal Rome. God is still in ultimate control!

In striking contrast to the woman arrayed with sun,
moon, and stars, is the great harlot, last but not least of
the real enemies of Christ and His church. She is not a
government, nor a religion, but a seductive force. She
draws men away from God by illicit pleasure, vanity, and
luxury. She derives her desireability from the dragon, and
works in league with the sea-beast. And worldly pleasure
or allurement which would cause men to be wooed away
from God is seen in this great force of anti-Christian
seduction.

As the sounding of the seven trumpets have been for
the purpose of calling the wicked to repentance, the pour-
ing out of the bowls of wrath is the sending of plagues
which are desgined to move to repentance those who wor-
ship the beast and his image. But they are wed to their
wicked ways. They will not repent. Note that the word
does not say concerning them that they cannot repent, but
that they do not repent. Thus we have every reason to
continue to preach the word.

At last! The great enemies of Christ and His Church
fall in defeat. The beast is destroyed! The false prophet
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is overcome! Together they are cast into the lake that
burns with fire and brimstone, The battle of Armageddon
is a spiritual warfare wherein the arch-enemies of God’s
elect are doomed to failure. Babylon the great falls and
her fate is bewailed by those who have consorted with her.
The great dragon, the Devil, having been loosed for a
little season, (seemingly to show how utterly futile his
attempts to overthrow the elect) is cast at last into the
lake of fire prepared for him and those who do his bid-
ding,
Be not dismayed! They shall not prevail!

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST MUST BE PROCLAIMED

One of the most captivating scenes of the Revelation
is the eating of the little book by John. He is then told
to make known the divine truth of God before the world.
The taste was sweet, but the after-taste was bitter. The
preaching of the gospel is very much like that. There are
bitter disappointments that will come, but the preach-
ing of the world is sweet to all who love it.

In spite of all the persecutions that arise, the gospel
must be preached. The figures of forty-two months,
twelve hundred sixty days, three and one-half days (years),
a time, times, and half a time, both in chapters eleven and
twleve have reference to the gospel dispensation, that
period of time in which the gospel is preached. This period
is also to be equated with the thousand years in which
Christ is on His throne. For the very force which binds
Satan is the power of the word of God. The olive tree
and candlestick are figures denoting the proclamation of
God’s truth, the holding forth of the light of the gos-
pel.

Although persecution of varying types and dimensions
arise, God has promised reward for fidelity in the pro-
clamation of his word. The church, in order to rest at
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last in God’s divine favor, must be true to the charge
God has given her to preach the word. The glorious tid-
ings must be made known over land and sea, wherever
man may dwell. God does not promise to sustain and
to reward a people unfaithful in this great matter.

THE HOLY CITY IS THE PICTURE OF
CHRIST'S REWARDED CHURCH

We are now come to that section of the Book of Revela-
tion which gives meaning to all that has been written
before it. We have heard the rigteous cry, “How long?”
We have seen the righteous living and reigning as priests
with Christ through the gospel dispensation. We have
seen the wicked warned, punished, and judgment pro-
nounced upon the enemy. We have seen him cast into
the lake of fire forever to be punished. But now we be-
hold the other side: the right hand of the Saviour.

I shall never forget my wife as a bride. Never had she
looked lovelier. Never has she taken more time to have
every thread, every stitch, exactly in place. My ministry
has seen many marriages, and it is always a thrill to me
to see the bride as she enters upon the arm of her father,
escorted toward the groom.

But it was for John to see and to describe for our won-
dering eyes and ears such a bride as mankind could never
imagine. The holy city come down out of heaven as a
bride adorned for her husband: the wife of the Lamb!
What John sees, therefore, is the church of our Lord, the
bride of Christ. No longer is it the church oppressed,
or the church militant, but the church wvictorious. John
sees the church! She has overcome; therefore she shall in-
herit. She is a church victorious and more: a church re-
warded.

The holy city is not primarily a place, but a people — a
rewarded people. I have preached sermons, and you have
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heard many sermons preached, on the subject of the city
whose builder and maker is God. We know that Jesus has
gone ‘“to prepare a place”; but the importance of the place
fades into insignificance before the fact of a rewarded
people. TFor this is the culmination of the scheme of re-
demption, the plan of salvation. All else that has gone
before is prolgoue: creation, sin, bondage, deliverance,
Canaan, captivity, Christ, the establishment of the church.
The millennia of recorded history, which have been but a
point of time in the vast sea of eternity, are swept aside
with one stroke and are forgotten as a sigh.

The earth and its solar system with all the secrets
of other solor systems which have together challenged
the genius and imagination of the keenest of mortal minds
pass quickly away with a great noise and melt with a
fervent heat. All the earth-based and universe-filled hopes
of dreaming, scheming mankind are passed away like a
zephyr.

Eternity! Who can contemplate it? Who can measure
it? Who can comprehend it? Not I. Yet the bride of
Christ as holy city shall dwell eternally with God as in a
land fairer than day, where there are no tears, and where
no evil may be found.

All who will may enter in by the gates into the city.
Every sacrifice, every effort, every earthly disappoint-
ment, will be forgotten. If we gain the whole world and
lose our souls, what shall we have been profited?

And there we may truly say with a perfect perspective
that “all things work together for good to those who love
the Lord, even those who are called according to His pur-
pose.”

“Kven so: come, Lord Jesus!”

QUESTIONS

1. Can you state the principle theme of the Book of Revelation?
2. What purpose does the Book of Revelation and a study thereof
hold for Christians who live in the Twentieth Century?
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3. Is there one statement made in common to each of the Seven
Churches? If so, what is it?
4. What is the central object, and who is the central figure in
John’s first vision into heaven?
5. WhlaE are the principle points involved in the opening of the
seals?
6. Toward whom are the trumpets directed?
7. By what numerical fgiures is the period expressed in which the
gospel is preached?
8. Against whom are the forces of the devil arrayed?
9. Who are the enemies of the Lord and his eleet?
10. Is there any alliance in the Twentieth Century like that shown
in Chapter 137
11. Correlate the seven trumpets and the seven bowls of wrdth.
12. Who, or what, in your opinion, is the great harlot of Chapter 17?
13. What two great events relative to the Lamb and His enemies
are described in Chapter 197
14, How does the thousand years of Chapter 20 relate to the second
coming of Christ?
15. What is described by the Holy City?
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