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same verse it speaks of the "devout Greeks a great multi­
tude, and of the chief women not a few." These were sup­
posed to be Gentile proselytes, who had been following 
many of the Jew's religious practices, but who now have 
accepted the risen Lord as their Saviour. 

In I Thessalonians, 1 :9, Paul refers to them as those 
who have "turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God," which could only mean they were Gentiles. Now 
in 2 :13-16, 13-16, we find that Paul was addressing him­
self to the Gentiles, showing they had suffered persecu­
tion, "even as they have of the Jews" and verse 16 points 
out that the Jews were even "forbidding us to speak to 
the Gentiles that they might be saved." 

From these Scriptures we must conclude that the "per­
sonnel" of this church was composed of converts from the 
Jews, the proselytes from the Gentiles, and of the idolatrous 
Gentiles themselves. The proselytes from the Gentiles, and 
of the idolatrous Gentiles themselves. The Spirit, by Paul, 
accomplished a wonderful work in cementing these diver­
gent groups into one fairly harmonious church, so that they 
became the great radiating center from which was to go 
out the gospel of a crucified Saviour by whom the whole 
world could be saved. Though we shall have need of this 
passage further in the lesson, I feel that I Thessalonians 
1 :3, 4 sums up both the "personality'' and the character 
of the "personnel" of this great church when we read, 
"Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father, knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God." What work was 
accomplished in the short time Paul was with them! 

BENEVOLENT WORK 

To reach a proper understanding of the charity of this 
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great church we must understand the depths to which their 
faith and love, or charity, was able to reach. In I Thes­
salonians 3, 6, Paul says of them that Timothy "brought 
unto us good tidings of your faith and charity, (or love)" 
and in II Thessalonians 1, 3 he writes, "that your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and the charity (love) of every one 
of you all toward each other aboundeth." From such pas­
sages we may get a glimpse into the nature of these great 
people. A love like that will open not only their hearts, 
but their pocketbooks as well to the needs of the poor. 

II Corinthians Chapters 8-9 

Turning now to II Corinthians, chapter 8, we find how 
deeply they were moved toward the poor saints in J eru­
salem. It reads, 

How that in great trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of themselves; praying us with 
much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon 
us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 

Now why did they give so generously? "But first gave 
their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of 
God." I could write volumes, and truly volumes have been 
written about the churches in Macedonia, but I could say 
no more than the Holy Spirit has recorded in these few 
verses. In 9 :12-14 we find they were not only rich toward 
their own but it says "unto all men" and by "this minis­
trat ion" people were caused to "glorify God for your pro­
fessed subjection unto the gospel of Christ" and prayers 
were made for those who made possible this ministration, 
and "longed after them for the exceeding grace of God in 
them." Of this great company of churches and Christians, 
the church in Thessalonica was a part, for Thessalonica is 
a part of Macedonia. 
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Their Debt 
Romans 15 :25-27 shows this was the payment also of .a 

debt, the meeting of an obligation. It reads as follows, 

But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saint:5. 
For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make 
a CERTAIN CONTRIBUTION (considered as one coopera­
tive effort) for the poor saints which a re at Jerusalem. It 
hath pleased them verily; and their DE BTORS they ar c. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spirit­
ual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal 
things. 

In my debate with Brother Tant he suggested that the 
"only reason" for this contribution was to make them 
"equal." Here it is pointed out that it was a "debt" they 
owed, a "duty" that they should perform which :tore~er 
destroys their "equality argument." They met this obliga­
tion with love and devotion. The church in Thessalonica 
was a part of this group. I can commend this church no 
more than has been said. No wonder she had such powe1· 
and her efforts r adiated to other sections. Her Christianity 
was an "applied way of life." 

MISTAKES OF THIS CHURCH 
While the mistakes and troubles of this church were not 

spelled out in so many words, I feel we can glean from 
its pages many difficulties, all of which are characteristic 
of us today. If you will read and re-read these two chap­
ters you will find the following disturbances referred to, 
and Paul's admonition to them to correct them. We find 
that some fornicators, revealing in their "lust of con­
cupiscence," (I Thess. 4 :5-12), which simply means an in­
ordinate desire for complete satisfaction of any and all 
physical or "sexual desires." 

They "walked as those who knew not God''; "defrauded 
their brothers"; "despised men"; they were not 'quiet", but 
quarrelsome and not at "peace" with the others; would 
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not "work". Hence in Paul's second letter, he commanded 
that those who would not "work should not eat," (3 :10). 
They were "dishonest" toward men, and Paul commanded 
that they "walk honestly toward them that are without," 
(I Thess. 4 :12). There were some who were "disorderly, 
busybodies, trouble-makers." Paul's admonition was "to 
note that man and have no company with him that he 
may be ashamed," yet he commanded them to "admonish 
him as a brother" and "count him not as an enemy," II 
Thessalonians 3 :14-15. 

When we read of all these heart-breaking weaknesses of 
this great spiritual body, we might be caused to think of 
this church as a church unworthy of such a kind and af­
fectionate letter from so great an apostle as was Paul. We 
must understand that such actions characterized only a few 
of this faithful, dedicated, church, brethren of ours who 
lived nearly 2,000 years ago. The ent ire congregation was 
not to be condemned because of a few who would not work, 
who were busybodies, causing trouble and immoral. All 
this you will find in the best of congregations today for 
they are all made up of human beings. What we need to 
do today is what Paul admonished them to do - "have no 
company with such," "admonish them as brethren," and 
"treat them not as enemies." By such treatment we may 
win them back to Christ and save their souls, ever remem­
bering that we ourselves are but weak and unprofitable ser­
vants after we have done all the commandments of God, 
Luke 17 :10. 

DISTURBED ABOUT CHRIST'S COMING 
In Paul's first letter he stressed the second coming of the 

Lord, encouraging them by such a promise to remain faith­
ful to the Lord. Some of them, maybe most of them, had 
taken Paul's letter to mean the Lord's second coming was 
near, soon to take place. This letter was also written to 
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allay the fears of some concerning their departed dead. 
They seemed to fear they would not be raised, that they 
were lost or would perish, and were generally upset be­
cause they understood not the state of their departed dead. 
This caused trouble in the church and error arose. 

Paul's Second Letter 
This error was the occasion for Paul's second epistle 

to them. In his first he pictured the Lord's coming as the 
mos~ wonderful hope known to the human heart. With the 
Lord's coming, the dead being raised and the living to­
gether with the dead meeting the Lord in the air to be 
with Him forever, he pleaded with them to "comfort one 
another with these words," and what comfort it is to those 
who "die in the Lord Jesus Christ"! How unfortunate it 
was that this wonderful grace to be enjoyed by their de­
parted dead and by them, should they be living when he 
came, should cause confusion ! But such is the mind of 
man. It becomes confused and like Paul we should be 
patient and try to set at naught the error and establis11 
faith in the truth that we may save the soul that does not 
understand. 

His Explanation 
To correct this Paul presents one of the most dramatic, 

dynamic, and breathtaking chapters, to me, in all the 
Bible, as he says to them, 

Now I beseech you brethren by the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit nor by word, nor by letter as from us, (Sylvanul! 
and Timotheus ), as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means; (Here we must under ­
stand that false teachers were deceiving them regarding 
the immediate appearing of Christ and had them bothered, 
almost to distraction) for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be rv-
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vealed, the son of perdition ; who ow>oseth and exalteth him­
self above all that is caddel God, or that is worshipped; so 

. that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with 
you, I told you these things? 

Then he describes the coming of this "wicked'' one, 
showing that Christ with "the brightness of his coming" 
shall "destroy." This can be none other than the Pope of 
RQme for he alone sits in such exalted place daring to take 
tlie place of God with the people to guide them, even to 
the changing of God's laws and having in our generation 
men up in years to bow down before him, kissing his ring. 
0 Peter, where art thou to take these men by the hand 
a.nd say to them "stand up, I MYSELF ALSO AM A 
MAN,," and not Lord God the Pope. 

With this explanation Paul corrects their misunderstand­
ings, puts to flight the deceivers, and allays their fears. 
The second Coming of Christ has ever been and shall ever 
be one of the great battle-grounds of Christendom, and I 
use that word advisedly. If and when we surrender the 
battle to the millennialists, thinking it to be a dead issue, 
such shall be the plight of us as was with this church. 
Like battles must be fought in each generation. Those of 
us who have fought them have been hated and despised by 
some, just as was Paul, but by such heroic stands for the 
b.:uth of the second coming of Christ as taken by some, 
the church today stands in its strength ready to espouse 
and defend at any time the truth of the glorious coming of 
our Lord, bringing with him all the hopes, the dreams, and 
foys so long looked for by the redeemed of all ages. How 
wonderful it is that Paul wrote this letter and gave to us 
eternal truths concerning the second coming of Christ and 
the "wicked power" exalting himself as God, that those 
who want to see may see! 
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MISSIONARY CHURCH 
My last point, but not the least in this discussion, is how 

great was their missionary zeal! The church in Thessaloni­
ca became a springboard from which the Gospel was car­
ried to other sections of the world. In Paul's first letter 
to this church, 

And ye become followers of us, and of the Lord, having r e­
ceived the word in much affliction, and with joy of the Ho1y 
Ghost! So that ye were examples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia. FOR from YOU SOUNDED OUT 
THE WORD OF THE LORD not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also IN EVERY PLACE YOUR FAITH TO 
GOD-WARD IS SPREAD ABROAD; so that we need not 
to speak anything ( l: 6-8) . 

They were a living example of the principle laid down 
in Acts 1, verse 8, where the apostles were to be "witnesses 
unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa­
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." Here 
the Thessalonica church sent the word of the Lord, not 
only to Macedonia, but to Achaia and in every place their 
faith was "spread abroad" so much so that Paul needed 
not to say more. 

Again we read in II Corinthians 11 :7-9, Paul writing 
to the church in Corinth says, 

Have I committed an offense in abasing myself that ye 
might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel 
of God freely? I robbed other churches, taking wages of 
them, to do you service. And when I was present with you, 
and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was 
lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia 
supplied: and in all t hings I have kept myself from being 
burnensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 

Thessalonica was one of the churches of Macedonia; 
therefore she had fellowship with Paul in his work of 
preaching the Gospel to this great church in Corinth. To 
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my mind this reflected shamefully upon the church in Cor­
inth, for later Paul said to them, "For what is it wherein 
ye were INFERIOR to other churches, except it be that 
I myself was not burdensome to you? FORGIVE ME 
THIS WRONG 12:13) . 

May I digress here long enough to pay my respects to 
a hobby that has sprung up among us, which group, that 
they may sustain their ill found hobby, is trying to force 
this example as an "exclusive pattern," attempting to force 
the mission work of the church to be done by sending 
directly to the preacher, eliminating entirely the elders 
of the church and the church the Lord built. How could 
this be an "exclusive pattern'' of sending direct to the 
preacher, a pattern for all time to come, when Paul him­
self said it made them "inferior to other churches" and 
asked them to "forgive me this wrong?" Another thing -
this would force "weak churches" to support strong 
churches. It would force all preachers to receive their 
"wages" from churches other than where they worked. It 
would mean that strong churches are forbidden to support 
their own preachers. Could such have been given as an 
"unchangeable and unalterable pattern for all time?" 

A close study of this will show that there must have 
been some who charged that Paul was making merchandise 
of the church at Corinth, preaching for money. That he 
might not be so charged, that no man should stop his 
boasting of the fact he was not robbing them nor making 
merchandise of the gospel for his own personal sake, he 
refused to receive money of them but worked with his own 
hands and took wages from Macedonia, of which we have 
already found Thessalonica was a part. Read I Corinthians, 
Chapter 9, and II Corinthians, Chapters 10, 11, and 12. 

CONCLUSION 
Thus we bring to a close this discussion regarding this 
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great church in Thessalonica. I have hurriedly, not com­
pletely, tried to set forth its strong points and its weak­
nesses. It was strong in that it was able to overcome its 
difficulties ; to keep this group of believers in Christ to­
gether; to stimulate them to love one another and to love 
those in need ; to administer to their necessities; and to 
so love the souls of men that they were not satisfied to 
have selfishly received the Gospel of Christ by which they 
were saved, but had been so stirred by Paul's teaching and 
influence that they wanted others to enjoy the blessings 
they now could hold near and dear to their hearts as their 
very own. 

Key to It All 
I think the key to all their love, work, missionary zeal, 

and continued unity is found in such passages as I Thes­
salonians 1 :3, where we read, 

Remembering without ceasing your WORK OF FAITH, 
and LABOR OF LOVE, and PATIENCE of HOPE in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father. 
Knowing, brethren beloved, your ELECTION OF GOD. 

Again we read in I Thessalonians 2 :13-14, 

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye 
received it NOT AS THE WORD OF MEN, but as in 
TRUTH the WORD OF GOD, which eff ectually worketh 
also IN YOU THAT BELIEVE. For ye, brethren, became 
followers of the churches of God which in Judea are in Christ 
Jesus : for ye also have suffer ed like things of your own 
countrymen, even as they have of the J ews." 

Hence we must conclude that their complete conversion 
to the Lord, their complete confidence in his promises, 
were the motivating causes behind all their activities. 

May the Lord help us in this generation t-0 catch their 
faith, their zeal, their benevolent and missionary zeal that 
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every church among us may have it said of them "your 
faith to God-ward is spread abroad,'' unt il sin, denomina­
tionalism, and errors of all kinds have been driven from 
our hearts and from the world. Then programs like the 
Herald of Truth shall receive all they need to reach the 
lost. As Brother Southern says of them, "The main idea 
is consolation, the keynote is hope, and the key words a1·e 
afflictions and advent," that is the second coming of the 
Lord to receive his own unto him. Are you ready to meet 
Him. If not will you come surrendering your life to His 
by believing in Him, repenting of your sins, and being bap­
tized into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, Mark 
16 :15-16 and Acts 2 :38? 

QUESTIONS 
1. Describe the city and give its location. For whom was it named? 
2. What of its importance as related to the commercial and political 

world? 
3. Explain its importance as a springboard for missionary work. 
4. When was the church of Thessalonica established? 
5. What is the supposed time of its writing? How does it rank 

in time with other of Paul's epistles? 
6. How do we know Paul wrote these letters? 
7. Describe Paul's affection for them. Why was this church so 

dear to him? 
8. What will the personality of a church reflect? 
9. Who composed the personnel of this church? 

10. Describe the weakness of this church. 
11. Name some of the sins they were warned against. 
12. What was Paul's admonition to this church? 
13. Describe Paul's teaching on the second coming of Chr ist. 
14. How did this affect the churrch? 
15. Give Paul's explanation to this question in the second letter. 
16. What was the key to the greatness of this church? 



THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
By ROBERT K. OGLESBY 

OUTLINE 
INTRODUCTION 

I. The city of Thyatira 
A. Its location and history 
B. Lydia 's home and one of 7 churches here 

II. The setting 
A. The angel of the church 
B. An obscure letter 

DISCUSSION 
I. Author of the Letter 

A. John the nominal author 
B. Jesus the real one 

II. Thyatira's Good Works 
A. Internal attitudes 

1. Love 
2. Faith 

B. External e.xpressions 
1. Ministry 
2. Patience 

III. What the Lord Had Against Thyatira 
A. Jezebel 

1. Her identity 
2. They suffered her 

B. Jezebel's offenses in Thyatira 
1. Fornication 
2. Idolatry 
8. The guild situation explained 

IV. A Threat 
A. Time to r epent given 
B. Now the punishment 

1. Bed of tribulation 
2. Death to her children 

C. By this the churches shall know 

( 251) 
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V. To the Rest Who Know Not the Deep Things of Satan 
A. No other burden 
B. Hold fast and will receive: 

1. Authority 
2. Morning star 

C. Let him hear 
CONCLUSION 

I. The church must rid itself of its liberalistic spirit. 
II. Jezebel must be tolerated no longer. 

III. They must "hold fast." 

INTRODUCTION 
In northern Lydia, close to the southern border of Mysia, 

there existed in the first century A. D. a little city by the 
name of Thyatira. Its name literally meant, "castle of 
Thya."1 This city was quite busy commercially, and its 
craftsmen were formed into trade guilds. Due to its strate­
gic location at the gateway of the fertile valley of Lycus, 
a garrison of soldiers was stationed there for military pro­
tection. 

But our interest is not too much aroused by these facts. 
It is not the geography nor the history of this little city 
which intrigues us. The interest of Bible-believing students 
is quickened only when we remember that this was the 
hometown of a certain Lydia, a seller of purple, whom the 
apostle Paul met and converted while she was on a selling 
tour in Philippi (Acts 16 :13-15). Our curiosity is further 
aroused when we realize that this city is one of the famous 
seven cities addressed by name in the book of Revelation. 

It is noteworthy that Thyatira, as a city, is considered 
insignificant, yet the letter written to it is the longest of 
all seven letters written to the churches of Asia.2 

1. E. J. Banks, "Thyatira," The InternatiO'llal Standard Bible En­
cyclopedia (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1955) V, p. 2977. 

2. James Moffatt, The Expositor'11 Greek Testam,nt, W. Robertson 
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To the church in this city, J ohn the apostle was given a 
command of dictation by the Lord Jesus. The Lord said, 
"Unto the angel of the church in Thyatira, write'' (Revela­
tion 2 :18). We know not for sure who this "angel" is. We 
do know that the word for it in Greek may be translated 
·'messenger." Many commentators subscribe to the theory 
that the angel is some representative of the church at 
Thyatira, perhaps its elders. Others feel the angel is a 
celestial being charged with the care of the church. It 
seems most reasonable to suppose that this angel is the 
ideal personification of the church, that is, its image.3 

Whoever or whatever the angel is, the message for us today 
is the same. 

THE AUTHOR 
John 

The author of this letter is fairly apparent. We recognize 
John the apostle as its nominal author. He was told to 
"write," (verse 18) and thus as a stenographer did he pen 
these words. The exact message was delivered to him, and 
though this is not the sole means of inspired writing, it is 
at least one of them. 

Jesus 
Actually, the Son of God was its author. Chapter 2 and 

verse 18 says, "These things saith the Son of God." When 
we hear the Son of God described as one having "eyes like 
unto a flame of fire" and "feet like fine brass", we puzzle 
at this description of our Lord. This same Lord is said, 
f>arlier in this book (1 :14), to have "hairs white like wool." 
We know that our Saviour when he ascended to heaven was 

Nicoll (ed.) (New York: George H. Doran Company, no date 
given) V, p. 359. 

3. J. C. Lambert, "Angels of the Seven Churches", Dictionary of the 
Bible, James Hastings (ed.) (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1937) p. 33. 
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in his thirties, and not yet old enough for white hair. Here 
it is likely that we have a glorified appearance of our Re­
deemer. For a people who had no technicolor motion 
pictures, this was the nearest thing to it. In the mind's 
t>ye, such imagery of apocalyptic literature impressed them 
with the majesty of a man who had once seemed so normal 
when physically among men. 

1 . Eyes 
And what does this description mean? Eyes like a flame 

of fire mean eyes that penetrate and allow nothing to escape 
their insight. As we would say it today, "his eyes seemed 
to look right through me." 

2. Feet 
Special attention is also called to his feet. The American 

Standard translation says they were "like unto burnished 
brass." This word referring to his feet is met no where 
else except here and in Revelation 1 :15, so we have little 
reference from which to discover its meaning. Alford 
confesses that this figure and its meaning must "remain 
enigmatical."4 Some have thought it meant "white brass 
or clear brass."5 Most would probably agree with the 
lexicon that it was "probably a mixed metal of great bril­
liance."6 Possibly the meaning of this figure was to call at­
tention to his dazzling feet which were powerful enough to 
take him anywhere his flashing eyes could see to go. What­
ever its meaning, it was likely not lost on these bronze­
smiths who lived at Thyatira.7 

4. Henry Alford, The Greek Testament (second edition: London: 
1862) Vol. IV, Part II, p . 557. 

5. Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament (Glasgow : Blackie 
& Son, 1852) XI, p. 55. 

6. G. Abbot-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the N ew Testament 
(Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1937) p. 478. 

7. Martin Kidlle, The Revelation of St. John (New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1940) p . 37. 
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WORKS 
The first words which fall from the lips of this majestic 

one are these: "I know thy works." Today we call such the 
"work program" of the church. In some respects it might 
be termed the congregation's reputation for service. For 
Thyatira something good can be said. The Son of God 
relates that "the last are more than the first" (2 :19) . Here 
is a congregation which has grown in activity over a period 
of years, instead of decreasing their efforts. Too many 
churches wither on the vine. When churches make no 
plans for progress, no progress is made. When a congrega­
tion begins trying to hold steady instead of making plans 
to grow in grace, they wind up sliding backward. But not 
so, Thyatira. Whatever might be said about them, they 
had increased their works. All glory goes to any church 
which can do this. There has to be something about a 
congregation that increases its program of work. 

1 . Internal Attitudes. 
When the writer itemizes this growth, he states that 

their love has grown. More and more every day we are 
realizing that individuals and churches alike are driven 
more by emotion than they are by logic. If our love is not 
adequate, it will make no difference how much knowledge 
we have. Only love will send a congregation out on a mission 
program that will strain its resources to the hilt. Duty is 
not enough. Duty is what makes us stop sending our check 
when we get hardened to hearing about our duty too often. 

Thyatira's faith had increased also. They were as the 
woman who read her Bible and wrote "proved" beside many 
of the passages. When asked what the notation meant, she 
replied, "I have proved these scriptures to be true by my 
personal experience!" Real confidence in God comes when 
we experience the message of Romans 8 :28, that "all things 
work together for good to them that love the Lord." With 
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the passing of time, Thyatira had grown in trust toward 
God. 

2. External Expressions 
Every internal attitude must find an outlet sooner or 

later. Thyatira'~ did in the growth of their ministry. Ser­
vice to the world and to God had made the church prosper 
in that city. Any church will prosper when it asks itself 
the question, "What can we do to serve this community in 
which we live?" Such a congregation will be popular in the 
community, because they practice what they preach. In 
Africa, the newly emerged governments are asking our 
missionaries what they plan to do besides preach the in­
tangible word. They are tired, as Jesus was, of those "who 
say and do not" (Matthew 23 :3). The church in Thyatira 
had evidenced progress in their good works. 

Likewise, through tribulations, their patience had multi­
plied. No metal has its temper improved without first be­
ing exposed to a fiery trial. Neither does the Christian 
grow in patience until hardships test him. Thus did Peter 
elsewhere warn the brethren not to think that fiery trials 
were something strange to the child of God (I Peter 4 :12). 
Among the church members at Thyatira, there were some 
whose patience had been lifted up to the last thus was more 
than the first. 

AGAINST THEM 
Jezebel 

Among the things which the Lord had against Thyatira 
was "the woman Jezebel." With the introduction of this 
symbol, the letter takes on new dimensions. Immediately 
several questions spring to mind. 

1. Her Identity 
Exactly who was Jezebel? Some have thought she was 

the wife of one of the bishops of the church. Actually 
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some ancient manuscripts have the reading ''thy wife." 
Scholars array themselves on both sides of the question. 
Some think "thy" belongs in the text.8 Others think it is 
merely a gloss.0 It is significant, however, that the Ameri­
can Standard Version, the Revised Standard Version, and 
the New English Bible all have "the woman", and not 
"thy wife" in the text. These authorities appear to believe 
that the evidence points to "thy" being supplied by some 
copyist who tried to interpret the text by his marginal 
notes. 

At any rate, it is certainly the intention of the author to 
bring in the symbolism of the Jezebel mentioned in the Old 
Testament. In this reference we are reminded of the 
Jezebel who married Ahab, king of Israel, and led him to 
serve Baal (I Kings 16 :31). At her table 450 false prophets 
of Baal ate (I Kings 18 :19) . Wicked Jezebel it was who 
threatened Elijah's life following his triumph over the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. She said, "So let the 
gods do to me, and mo1·e also, if I make not thy life as the 
life of one of them by tomorrow about this time" (I Kings 
19 :2). It was also diabolical Jezebel who plotted the mur­
der of N aboth in order to procure his vineyard for King 
Ahab her husband (I Kings 21). 

In Thyatira, Jezebel may have been an actual woman who 
took on these evil characteristics of a Jezebel. On the 
other hand, it may have been a group of false teachers 
characterized by teachings like Jezebel's. In Revelation 2: 
24 it sounds like a group when it speaks of "as many as 
have not this teaching." It may have been a Jezebel group 
as versus a group of the faithful. 

Whoever or whatever this was, the false teacher is rep­
resented as calling herself a "prophetess" (verse 20). The 

8. Alford, op. cit., p. 578. 
9. John Albert Bengel, Gttcmion of the New Testament (Edinburgh: 

T & T Clark, 1877) IV, p . 218. 
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ones involved likely pretended to have the ability of dis­
covering new revelations from God. Such pretensions 
put one in mind of the claims of some modern religious 
movements who seek to improve God's written word. 

An interesting sidelight here, is that in the second cen­
tury a religious movement favoring the continuance of 
supernatural prophecy sprang up here in Asia Minor, not 
too far from Thyatira. Thus it seems that a tendency to 
favor prophecy persisted in this general area, springing no 
doubt, from the roots of this situation.10 

2. Suffereth her 
But the keenest cut of all seems to be that Jezebel is 

allowed to carry out her wicked mission unhindered. The 
scripture says, "But I have this against thee, that thou 
sufferest the woman Jezebel," (2 :20). The implication is 
that she was tolerated when she should have been control­
led. The shirking of disciplinary responsibility was a mark 
against this church. 

But Thyatira was not the first, nor will she be the last, 
to forsake the burden of church discipline. If there is a 
crying need in churches of the land today, it is for adequate 
discipline within the church. The New Testament church, 
which we claim to have restored, certainly practiced a scrip­
tural brand of discipline! Somehow in our weak, short­
sighted ways of dealing with the scripture, we have cut 
the heart out of all passages which would compel us to take 
action in this matter. Congregations are plagued with 
worldly church members whose lives blacken the name of 
our Lord. Their sins are not done in a corner either. It is 
simply a matter of "suffering" them to get by with their 
worldliness. We allow half-baked Christians to dissrupt 
peace, harmony, sound doctrine, godly living, and dynamic 

10. Philip Schaff, HistoTy of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids : 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1956) II, pp. 417, 423. 
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Christianity. And all the while, many preachers will not 
preach very strongly against it. Many members sanction 
it. Many deacons are afraid to speak up, and many elders 
do not want to "rock the boat" by bringing someone to 
account for his flagrant sins! Thyatira is not the only 
church which will stand up in the judgment and hear the 
fateful words : "I have this against thee, that thou suf­
ferest Jezebel." 

Why do we delay? We are afraid of responsibility. 
Everyone says, "It is none of my business." Soldiers wh.o 
returned from the Korean war, after having been in 
Prisoner of War camps, tell of the inhumanity that went 
on there. The worst of it was that not all of it was prac­
ticed by the North Koreans and Chinese. Some of it came 
from our own men being cruel to their fellow-countrymen. 
One soldier threw a sick American outside their shelter 
and allowed him to freeze to death. Later a psychiatrist 
examined in court one of the soldiers who sat complacently 
by and allowed this to happen. The young man was asked 
if he knew what was going on. "Yes sir" was his answer. 
"Why didn't you do something about it, son?'' he was 
asked. His answer was, "I didn't feel like it was any of 
my business, sir!" 

Lame excuses are all that shield us from our duty in 
regard to wayward children of God in the congregation. 
We say that they withdraw themselves from us without 
our having to take action. We fear to make anyone angry. 
Elders are fearful of the reaction the rest of the mem­
bers might have if the eldership should take action against 
the few corrupt spots in the congregation. And so we 
R1.1ffer Jezebel to remain and carry on her evil work. Satan 
is happy with us, but the Lord Jesus holds it against us. 

Jezebel's Sins in Thyatira 

Closely paralleling Old Testament Jezebel's sins were 
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those sins practiced in the church at Thyatira. No wonder 
the author characterized them as followers of Jezebel. 
So much of their wickedness is reminicient of her wicked 
ways. 

1. Commit fornication 
The influence of this Jezebel was to teach and seduce 

the Lord's servants to commit fornication. In other words, 
she encouraged licentious living on the part of God's peo­
ple. Giving one's self to worldly living was her theory of 
life. 

2. Eat things sacrificed to idols 
Likewise did she encourage them to render service to 

dumb idols by eating sacrificial meals before them. We 
understand these two things listed to be separate sins. 
On occasion in the Old estament, idolatry was called "spirit­
ual adultery," but if this is the meaning here, we would 
merely have idolatry twice. It is thought rather that lust­
ful living and idolatrous worship both are meant. 

3. The situation explained 
Let us try to get a better picture of what was going on 

in Thyatira behind these mysterious words. We must re­
member that Thyatira was noted for its trade guilds. To­
day we would think of it as a "unionized" town. The guilds 
were st rong organizations which made contracts, possessed 
property, and exercised a w_ide influence. In turn, such 
unions were closely tied to the native religion of this area. 
Pagan feasts were often a part of guild meetings. At such 
feasts, a certain amount of revelry and immorality was 
prevalent. Certainly such practices were distasteful to the 
Christian who felt compelled to belong to such a guild.11 

It worked out like this. Each guild had its guardian god. 

11. Banks, op. cit., p. 2977, 
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If a Christian workman wanted a job, he had to belong to 
his craft's guild. The guild activities were so well known 
that even holding membership in one of them implied 
that a Christian worshipped its patron god. The Chris­
tian's membership in such a guild made it expected of 
him that he would attend the guild festivals and eat food 
which had been offered to an idol. When he ate the food, 
it was considered as having been provided for him by 
the guild's patron god; thus, the Christian inadvertently 
became an idol worshipper. Also gross immorality cus­
tomarily followed such affairs and leaving to avoid it was 
sure to bring down ridicule upon the Christian's head and 
perhaps persecution.12 

Inevitably when a moral problem presents itself, there is 
always an apologist who would explain away the difficulty. 
Someone is always willing to make black seem white under 
the pressure of necessity. People naturally want to believe 
that evil is mere a matter of opinion and hence not really 
bad at all. This makes it so convenient. And thus did Jeze­
bel teach and allure Christians into forgetting their inhibi­
tions and enjoying the idolatry and the fornication which 
Thyatira's trade guilds had to offer. Some influential peo­
ple inside the church were peddling a teaching of con­
venience which would take away the suffering of the 
Christian life, and some were falling for this insidious 
doctrine. 

THREAT 
No Repentance 

The Lord stated that he gave Jezebel time "that she 
should repent; and she willeth not to repent of her fornica­
tion," (2 :21). Like Jezebel of old, she would not repent. 
According to I Kings 21 :27-29, Ahab the king humbled him-

12. William Hendricksen, More Than Conquerors (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House, 1940) p. 88. 
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self after Naboth's death, and Jehovah delayed Ahab's 
punishment until his son's days. In the same record, not 
a word is spoken of Jezebel's repentance. In like manner , 
neither does this Jezebel of Thyatira repent. 

Her Punishment 

And now because she will not repent, the punishment 
is named for her rebellious sins. 

1. Bed 
She is to be cast "into a bed, and them that commit adult­

ery with her into great tribulation," (2 :22) . The "bed" 
is not a couch of revelry, but rather a bed of sickness or 
disease.18 Hence her bed of harlotry will become a sick 
bed by way of punishment. Her partners in sin will join 
her in the coming tribulation. 

2. Death 
Her children are to be killed with death, (verse 23) . Her 

children are likely those who follow her teaching. Jesus 
told the Jews that they "were of their father the Devil," 
(John 8 :44) . Those who perpetrate J ezebel's teaching can 
tr~ly be called her children. Destruction of some sort was 
promised to them. 

3. Churches shall know 
And when this comes upon them, then all the churches 

shall know that the Lord is he "who searcheth the reins 
and hearts," (2 :23). It is vitally important t o Jesus that 
the others should learn a lesson from the destruction of 
Thyatira's wicked group. They must learn that the Lord 
knows the motivations hidden in the heart of man. Fear 
then will come upon them when they understand that the 
Saviour gives unto each according to his works. They 
had been led to believe that works did not matter. False 

13. Moffatt, op. cit., p. 361. 
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teaching made them think that one could live wickedly, 
and still be a good man at heart. Now Christ has exposed 
the wicked heart of wicked Christians, and all others who 
have been tempted to imitate them will fear to do so. 

THE REST 
How comforting to know, however, that there is a 

group not tainted with this corruption in Thyatira. They 
are a little island of purity in the midst of an ocean of 
corruption. It is comforting to know that one can exist 
and serve God even when he thinks he is all alone as 
Elijah thought he was. How wonderful to know that a few 
Christians can hold onto a measure of purity in the midst 
of a corrupted congregation. 

Deep Things of Satan 

There were some who had not the teaching of Jezebel. 
They had resisted it all. They were said to "know not the 
deep things of Satan," (verse 24). Then the writer adds 
the description, "as they are wont to say." This phrase 
concerning the deep things of Satan is under dispute. Some • 
have thought perhaps the "deep things" was their ex­
pression, and that Jesus adds "of Satan" in sarcasm.14 It is 
possible that they thought their teachings were the deep 
things of God, but it appears more likely that the entire 
phrase is their own description of themselves. Verse 24, 
"as they are wont (accustomed) to say,'' seems to bear 
this contention out . 

Such a description makes one think of the gnostics and 
their teachings. They always thought of themselves as 
having a depth of teaching far beyond the average Chris­
tian's comprehension. Tertullian, in opposing the Valen­
tinian gnostics, said that when asked a plain question about 

14. Alford, op. cit., p . 1803. 
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their mysteries, they would lrnit their brow and say, "It 
is deep."15 

Some commentators believe that the gnostic influence 
was working to get Christians to indulge the flesh since 
it was of no value in the higher kingdoms.16 The theory 
then would be, that the only way one could really meet 
this moral problem was to drink Satan's cup to its full 
depth. By so doing, one could find out that there was 
really no harm for the child of God in full fleshly in­
dulgence. We lrnow that gnostics did sometimes advocate 
that fleshly indulgence could have no power to harm the 
immortal spirit within man. It is not unthinkable that 
the church at Thyatira was influenced by the same roots 
which later created such a full grown teaching. 

No Other Burden 
Now the author speaks to this group and says, "I cast 

upon you none other burden," (verse 24) . Due to the 
wording, one cannot help but feel this is a reference to the 
rlecree of the Jerusalem conference as outlined in Acts 
15 :28, 29. The coincidence is amazing, for at this meeting 
the command was likewise to "abstain from things sacri­
ficed to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, 
and from fornication." This was the only burden laid 
upon the real Christians. There were no secret provisions 
which were reserved for the specially elect. All was open 
and revealed. 

Hold Fast 
Toward the close of this letter, the urgent command is 

given to "hold fast." Some members of the church were 
doing well in the midst of many distractions and trials. 

15. lbi.d., p. 1802. 
16. R .. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John's R evelation 

(Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1943) pp. 119-120. 
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Christ's only exhortation to them was to hold fast till he 
comes. 

1. Authority 

The conqueror who overcomes and keeps Christ's works 
till the end will receive authority over the nations. As al­
ways, the reward is conditional. They had to hold fast and 
do his works in order to be rewarded. If they did so, 
authority would be theirs. The nations who now per­
secuted them would be under their rule. Having been bent 
by persecution in the past, in the future they would rule 
with a "rod of iron," (verse 2'7). The idea is that of a 
shepherd ruling with a firm and unbending rod. Such a 
rule will break the vessels of the potter to shivers. Such 
an expression as this was likely not lost on those who 
belonged to the potter's guild in Thyatira. As the Lord 
had received his authority from God, so would he pass it 
on to them in due time. 

2. Morning Star 

Likewise if they held fast, he would give to them the 
"morning star," (verse 28). Elsewhere Peter speaks of 
"the day-star" arising in our hearts, (II Peter 1 :19). The 
meaning of this morning star is likely explained by Revela­
tion 22 :16. which reads, "I Jesus . . . am the root and the 
offspring of David, the bright, the morning star." To 
those at Thyatira who hold fast, Christ will give himself. 
What comfort supreme that was. How these brethren must 
have taken courage. 

Let Him Hear 

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches." With this admonition, the letter to the 
church at Thyatira closes. This warning reminds us again 
that God's will comes through the ear and thence passes 
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to the heart. There is no mysterious route. All have ears 
to hear, but not all will listen. 

CONCLUSION 
Looking back at Thyatira from the vantage point of his­

tory, we realize what this little church really was. It was 
a badly infected church composed of a mixture of good 
and bad, righteousness and unrighteousness, some black­
ness and some whiteness. One author has called this letter 
" in some respects the most obscure of all the messages to 
the seven churches."17 And though there may be some points 
hard to determine, we at least can see that the danger 
came not from without, but from within the body of Christ. 
A cancerous growth was loose in the body. The cellular 
structure was out of control, even though the body was 
still healthy in some respects. Knowing their works, the 
Great Physician sent a message of commendation for the 
good they had performed and for their growth in grace. 
To the few who 1·emained aloof from the wicked, infectuous 
teaching, he sent encouragement to "hold fast." 

To the cancerous portion of the body, he addressed some 
scathing remarks. They had followed in the footsteps of 
wicked Jezebel. Idolatry and immorality had engulfed many 
of them, and others were being influenced by Jezebel to 
take that same path of destruction. Christ had held out 
time for 1·epentance, but Jezebel would not repent. Now 
punishment was on the way. A surgical remedy of destruc­
tion was promised for the tumor that was growing in 
the body. 

Essentially however, the church at Thyatira was struggl­
ing with a liberalism within its ranks. Some wanted to 
break down the bars of moral respectability which keep 
the church pure. They wanted to "soft-pedal'' the doctrines 

17. James Hastings (ed.), "Thyatira", Dictionary of the Apostolic 
Church (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1926) II, p. 577. 
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and the morals that were making life miserable for Chris­
tians who were members of the guilds. They wished to 
escape persecution by appealing to the "deep things of 
Satan" which, they believed, could not harm the spirit if 
one were tolerant about such things as fornication and 
idolatry. 

But high among the scathing rebukes administered to 
this group of disciples was the withering scorn of Jesus 
directed toward their "suffering Jezebel" to pursue her 
wicked ways without interference. No discipline was ex­
ercised. No action was taken. No one took the responsi­
bility, and Jezebel ran unchecked. 

Jesus closes with an admonition to the church in Thyatira 
to "hold fast" to what had previously been revealed to 
them. No extra messages were forthcoming. Nothing secret 
would be required. Hold fast to your measure of spiritual 
health. This the Lord's message to a sick, sin-infested 
church in need of better health. 

STUDY QUESTIONS 
1. What type of inspiration does the apostle John have in writing 

the letter to the church at Thyatira? 
2. Discuss the possibilities of who "Jezebel" was, and test out each 

theory according to the information of the text. 
3. List the full catalog of Old Testament Jezebel's sins. 
4. What particular expressions of sin did the J ezebel influence take 

at Thyatira? 
6. How is a liberalistic interpretation of the scriptures always a 

threat to Christianity? 
6. What are the "deep things of Satan?" How should the Christian 

regard them - as something to be tried or avoided? Why? 
7. Are the Lord's requirements, laid upon Christians, openly known 

or kept a secret? Why are they that way? 
8. What are the implications of the command to "hold fast" when 

considered in the light of the believer's eternal security? Does 
this imply "once in grace, always in grace?" 

9. What were the strong points of the church at Thyatira? 
10. What were the weak points of this church? 
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