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You see, that little boy is dead." Yes, the church that no 
longer has any needs is a dead church. 

( 9) Increase our interest in the church. People invest 
their money in that in which they have the most interest. 
Thus, large sums of money are invested in charitable, po­
litical, and educational projects. In like manner, the 
greater our interest in the Lord's church, the more liberal 
we will be with our money; and, by reading the Lord's 
letter to the church in Ephesus (Rev. 2 :1-7), we can see 
the absolute necessity of being vitally concerned and in­
terested in the Lord's church, rather than being indif­
ferent. 

(10) Increase our gratitude for the gift of Christ. Paul 
lovingly provoked the Corinthians to abound in the grace of 
liberality (II Cor. 8 :7) by reminding them of Christ, 
"that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor , that ye through his poverty might be rich." (II Cor. 
8: 9) . Christ became poor that we might become rich. He 
became impoverished that we might be replenished. He 
divested himself, that we might have invested in us the 
riches of His glory. He emptied himself that we might 
become full. He humbled himself that we might become 
exalted. He was broken, that we might be made whole. 
He became accursed that we might be blessed. Friends, in 
_the light of the cross, how could we ever consider the giv­
ing of our means as a mere cold duty to be grudgingly 
obeyed? 

.Nh, when I look up at that Cross 
Where God's great Steward suffered loss -
Yea, loss of life and blood for me! -
A trifling thing it seems to be 
To pay the tithe, (we are to give according to prosper-

ity, W. W.) Dear Lord, to Thee, 
Of time or talent, wealth or store -
Full well I know I owe Thee more; 
A million times I owe Thee more! 
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But that is just the r eason why 
I lift my heart to God on high, 
And pledge Thee by this portion small, 
My life, my love, my all in all! 
This holy token at Thy Cross 
I know, as gold, must seem but dross; 
But in my heart, Lord•, Thou dost see 
How it has pledged my all to Thee, 
That I steward true may be! 

- Ralph S. Cushman. 
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G. C. Brewer used to say that if you want to increase 
the attendance on Sunday evening, preach on the cross of 
Christ. We believe that if we want to increase the con­
tribution in the local church, we must preach more on the 
cross of Christ. 

(11) Appreciate the fact that l iberal giving is an act of 

worship. Three times each year all the male Jews had to 
appear before the Lord. And the Lord said, "They shall 
not appear before the Lord empty: Every man shall give 
as he is able." (Deut. 16:16,17). Today, if we have been 
prospered, we are not to appear before the Lord empty. (l 
Cor. 16 :2). Yet, many do, having spent that with which they 
have been blessed on everything else. Furthermore, as 
members of the Lord's church, we have been operating for 
years on the principle that when God binds the "how" of 
a command, that such is as binding as the "what" of the 
command. Relative to liberality, the "what" of the com­
mand is, "Give." (Lk. 6 :38). The "how" of the command 
is, "Let him do it with liberality." (Rom. 12:8). How 
does this scriptural point look beside the universal prac­
tice of dropping in that one dollar (if it don't rattle, you 
know, it's all right) in this age of economic prosperity 
(now, we know that in some cases a dollar is altogether 
acceptable, depending upon a person's prosperity). The 
early church had the Nicolaitans (Rev. 2: 15), and the 
church in the twentieth century has its Dollaritarians. 
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(12) Protect our offerings. No doubt the wise men who 
brought gifts to Christ (Matt. 2:1-12), as they traveled 
the robber-infested highways of that t ime, protected their 
gifts to prevent them from being stolen. Today, we must 
protect our previously-set-aside contributions from the 
robber of, "I want t his." This robber causes church mem­
bers to see a boat and motor, a gun, an appliance, or some 
similar item, and not being able to make the monthly pay­
ments on such a purchase, to begin to. reshuffle the family 
budget to see what can be done. If one is not careful, he 
will take that which he has budgeted for the Lord and use 
it to purchase these "extras" and luxuries. And, that while 
men are dying for the gospel! We will never give liberally 
unless we protect our contributions against this robber. 
Too, we must protect our contributions against the robber 
of, "I must have this." It is possible for one to over-ex­
tend himself; and, when the bills start coming in, to dip 
into the Lord's money that has been set aside and use such 
to "make ends meet." We must avoid overextending. We 
must always bear in mind that t here is also an ever-press­
ing need in the Lord's work. 

(13) Consider that Christ has no money but our money. 
As Annie Johnson Flint said: 

He has no hands but our hands to do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet to lead men on His way ; 
He has no tongue but our tongues to tell men how He died; 
He has no help but our help to bring them to His side. 

In like manner, Christ has no money but our money to 
take care of the needs of the world. Not that He is im­
poverished, for the world is His; but, He has chosen to 
fulfill His work through men and by what they have at their 
disposal. It could be that the needs incurred on the trip 
to Egypt ( Matt. 2: 13-15), were taken care of by the gifts 
presented to Christ by the wise men. Correspondingly, 
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the needs which arise in the body of Christ today will be 
taken care of through the gifts given by His disciples. 

( 14) Remember that 11iise1·ly giving constitutes a hin­
drance to acceptable vrayer . "Whoso stoppeth his ears 
at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall 
not be heard." (Prov. 21: 13). The promise, "And what­
soever we ask, we r eceive of Him" (1 Jn. 3:22) , is made 
in direct connection with, "But whoso hath this world's 
good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him ?" ( 1 Jn. 3 :17). Also, Paul's statement, 
"But my God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4: 19), immediately 
follows, "But I have all, and abound: I am full, having 
received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from 
you, an odour of sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well 
pleasing to God." (Phil. 4: 18) . The liberal man is the 
mighty man of prayer; whereas, the covetous man is pow­
erless in his praying. 

CONCLUSION 
The owner of a beautiful rose garden began to pluck 

roses right and left, g iving t hem to a visitor. "You are 
robbing yourself," said the visitor. "Ah, you do not know 
that the way to make rose bushes bear is to pluck them 
freely," said the owner. Accordingly, the Lord is asking 
every one of us to open our hearts and purses, and to g ive 
liberally and sacrificially. Why? So that others might be 
helped? Assuredly. But, also, that He may be able to 
bless our individual lives r ichly. Let us be liberal as was 
the early church : "He that giveth, let him do it with liber­
ality." (Rom. 12 :8). The needs are pressingly great, and 
the rewards are exceedingly abundant. 
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QUESTIONS 
1. What should be the aim and aspiration of €'very congregation 

in t!ie twentieth century? 
2. To what scriptures would you turn to show that the early church 

was l iberal? 
3. What are some current conditions and opportunities that point 

up t he need for greater liberality among present day Christians? 
4. What two· points definitely show that liberal g iving is the only 

kind of giving God accepts? 
5. List five things pertaining to stewardship which characterized 

the magnifice•nt Macedonians. 
6. What had the Macedonians done t hat made liberal giving easy? 
7. What will always characterize liberal giving? 
8. Show that the Christian's g iving should exceed the tenth given 

by those in former dispe·nsations. 
9. What four questions can an individual ask himself w:hich, if 

answered honestly, will ass ist him in determining whether or 
not his giving is liberal? 

10. Make a list of at least twE-lve things which will assist one in 
giving liberally. 

11. Why does God want His people to give liberally? 



RESTORING THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
IN THE VALUE OF THE LOCAL 

CONGREGATION 

By CHARLES HODGE 

OUTLINE 
I. INTRODUCTION. 

A. Text : 2 Corinthians 11 :28 ; 1 Corinthians 11 :22. 
B. Love F ield, four prominent ministers left local work for 

brothe1·hood promotion. 
1. Local work inconsequential, meaningless. 
2. Preaching irrelevant and unnecessary. 

C. One p rl:!acher espousing idea " no local church anyway." 
D. Brotherhood stands or falls with local church. 

II. GOD'S VALUE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH. 
A. Christ died for church; candlestick only in• local churches. 
B. In Evangelism. 
C. In benevolence. 
D. In mission work. 
E. In organization. 
F. In Fellowshi p. 
G. In preaching. 
H. In life. 

III. WHAT I OWE THE LOCAL CHURCH. 
A. My presence. 
B. My dependability. 
C. My fin::incial support. 
D. My prayers. 

IV. CONCLUSION. 
TEXT: " Besides those things that are without, that which 

cometh u.pon me daily, the care of all t he churches." 2 Cor­
inthians 11 :28. 

"What? have ye not houses to eat and drink in? or despise 
ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What 

( 201 ) 
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shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you 
not." 1 Corinthians 11 :22. 

Recently, four top brotherhood preachers met at Love 
Field. As usual, they began to decry our preacher shortage 
and what could be done - then with one s imultaneous con­
clusion - all had left local work. They were now in col­
leges, promotions, publications, and special work. Good 
preachers are now "snatched from local work." Not only 
is the glamor and glory elsewhere, the challenge is also! 
Only mediocre preachers are left on the local level. I am 
not afraid of woodpeckers on the outside but termites on 
the inside - and this is one big termite! Young men are 
not aroused to be local preachers - not because local church 
work is too large - it is too small. The parson (person) 
of a town is now the irrelevant, harmless joke! And other 
preachers who cannot land a brotherhood job quit "eternal 
life" for "whole life." They are "too big" for the "little 
job" of local work! 

To complicate matters one "well heeled" brother is sub­
sidizing a newspaper and flying his plane all over teaching 
"there is no such thing as a local church, anyway." This 
brother's radical preaching doesn't bother me nearly as 
much as our congregational practices. Inactive, disre­
spected, dead, local churches cannot save the world! The 
New Testament Church cannot be restored until the local 
church is restored; the New Testament Church is lost when 
the local church is lost. The brotherhood stands or falls on 
the local church! The true value and place of the local 
church must be restored! 

GOD'S VALUE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 
It is obvious to all Bible students Christ died for the 

church, Matthew 16: 18-20; Acts 20 :28; Ephesians 5 :22-27. 
Granted, this is in the universal sense. However, the only 
organization God knows is the local congregation. Funda-
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mentally the word church is local, a called-out assembly. 
This is the regular understanding of the word; the univer­
sal usage is the exception, not the rule. In God's scheme 
t he universal church is only activated on local levels. We 
must remember Christ died for the church - not colleges, 
campaigns, papers, or any other institutional promotion. 
Candlesticks were not given in Revelation to brotherhood 
promotions but local churches! 

In Evangelism. 
In Acts 2, Peter preached the gospel powered by the 

Holy Spirit. Those that gladly received the wor d and 
were baptized were added to t he church - both in heaven 
and in Jerusalem. (Acts 2: 41,47) . Those enrolled in heaven 
became Jerusalem's church. The church not only had addi­
tions but multiplications (Acts 6: 1). All missionaries 
ever built or left were churches. Epistles were later writ­
ten to churches or to disciples to benefit churches. Evan­
gelism stands or falls on the local level. 

In Benevolence. 
In Acts 6, daily ministration was done on a local level. 

In I Corinthians 16, II Corinthians 8, 9, Paul went to 
churches to gather funds to be brought to Jerusalem. He 
suggested individual members collect their gifts weekly 
in a common treasury (I Corinthians 16: 1,2). 

With Barnabas leading the way the Jerusalem church 
took care of its own (Acts 2, 4, 5, 6). The church, locally, 
should be known as the friend of the orphan and the de­
fender of the poor. All the institutional benevolence on 
earth cannot supplant local kindness. 

In Mission Work. 
In Acts 11, Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch. He 

persuaded Paul to work with him. In Antioch (Acts 13) 
the Holy Spirit called Barnabas and Paul for the first mis-
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sionary tour. The split of our century came with a mis­
sionary society which denied t he all sufficiency of the local 
church! In Philippians 4: 15, Paul said this church sent 
aid when none others did. In II Corinthians 11: 8, Paul 
further stated he robbed other churches to preach at Cor­
inth. 

Brethren need to recognize all churches are "mission" 
churches. The local church is a "mission" church. When 
the local church is failing to- meet its budget and a "mis­
sionary" enters to receive a vast sum of money, it indi­
cates brethren are not sold on t he local program! And 
there is not one set of rules for doing mission work and 
another for local work. If the method is scriptur al or un­
scriptural, it is at both places. Too long we have glamorized 
the mission point to t he neglect of local good works. Why 
be apologetic about the local church and its program. If 
it's bad - change it. If it's good - sell it. 

To further show our perverted thinking, one local church 
refused to pad its pews to send money to build a church in 
a mission field which padded its pews. And even worthy 
mission projects defeat their purpose when they disrespect 
and upset the local program! As individuals many give to 
mission pleas only to subtract it from local pledges. The 
local church is where mission work begins. 

In Organization. 
All God knows and has is the local church. Paul or­

dained elders in ever y city (Acts 14 :23); he told Titus to 
do the same (Titus 1 :5). The church in Philippi had its 
bishops and deacons (Philippians 1: l). God's local churches 
are autonomous, free, and independent. This is not only 
His preventative of apostasy, but His program of work. 
The world can only be saved through the function of local 
churches. 
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However, today, when a good work or challenge is pro­
posed the last t hing considered is t he framework of the 
local church! Unto him be glor y in the church! Yet we 
combine men, corporations, and committees. Actually, the 
local church with its elders is usually considered a hin­
drance, yea sometimes the defeat! Perhaps like the many 
rules the Jews had concerning the Sabbath (they could 
hardly get out of bed) we have made such a bureaucracy 
within t he local church t hat even Washington would be 
proud of! If it is a good work, one God wants done, let the 
church do it. His people, His church, are to be provoked 
unto good works (Hebrews 10: 24) . 

Conversely, as individuals, with opportunities, one need 
not call elders to do good work! Elders are to lead and 
super vise good works. However, their authority does not 
extend to condemning good works brethren do. 

In Fellowship. 
Daily fellowship can only be found within local frame­

works! Brethren share and bear one another's burdens 
(Galatians 6: 1,2). There is nothing sweeter t han local 
fellowship. The early church was of one heart and had 
all things common (Acts 2: 42-27; 4 :32,34). Paul first 
found the disciples in a city, and, if none were there, he 
began a church (as in Acts 16, and Philippi). On one 
occasion Paul waited seven days for a Lord's day assembly 
at Troas (Acts 20: 6,7) . Paul introduced Phoebe to the 
church in Rome (Romans 16: 1). 

Any and all church discipline must be done locally. 
Today, there is little or no discipline. If there is no respect 
for the local church, t here cannot be respect for t he broth­
erhood. Poor elders, poor churches, poor programs pro­
voke disrespect of all t hat is right and good. To criti­
cize the local church is to disrespect the chur ch, PERIOD! 
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The church has lost its authority because it has abandoned 
discipline! In I Corinthians 5, and II Corinthians 2, a man 
was restored in penitence by local church discipline after 
parental respect, civil law, and public pressure had failed. 

Today, when one metropolitan church disciplines a mem­
ber, the member simply changes church membership. Many 
change churches with less thought than changing clothes. 
This de-evaluates respect for local churches. Recently, 
one church went about to discipline a member caught in 
scandal. He informed said church he had changed rr.em­
berships and was held in good standing. And some wonder 
what's wrong with the church! We must be more inter­
ested, locally, in righteousness than numbers. 

Proselyting is also the order of the day. My experience 
suggests to proselyte sheep is to get goats! And members 
must be cajoled, browbeat, and bought to "identify." 
Some live in cities for years without identifying to work. 
Others are members "at large," floating here and there 
"free as a bird." 

Again, individuals are valued above the local church. 
They must be petted and pampered freely demanding hotel 
service. Preachers are fired, church programs adjusted 
or stopped to suit their whims. It seems the local church 
is "fair game" to all disgruntled brethren. Paul raised 
this question in I Corinthians 11 :22, "Do you despise the 
church of God?" 

In Preaching. 
Our preacher shortage is not our illness but the symptom. 

We do not have a weakened church because of a preacner 
shortage; we have a preacher shortage due to a weakened 
church. Paul sent Timothy, Titus, etc. to churches - to 
strengthen and inspire them. His epistles were carried by 



" . .. IN VALUE OF CONGREGATION" 207 

faithful disciples back to these churches he loved. His 
daily anxiety was not for himself, but the churches. 

It bothers me to hear about preachers' leaving the min­
istry for secular jobs. It bothers perhaps even the more 
to find so many preachers unhappy and dissatisfied in lo­
cal work. Both need analyses. Both find the same con­
clusion. These preaching brethren "look down" on local 
church work. They do not see the challenge, need, and re­
wards of local preaching. These who quit located preach­
ing suggesting they "can preach more" usually want the 
glory of pulpit speaking without the work of the ministry. 
Paul said in 2 Timothy 4 :5, "But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry." Paul said he was glad to "spend 
and be spent for you" (2 Corinthians 12:J5). As Harry 
Truman said, "If you cannot stand the heat, get out of the 
kitchen." One young preacher wrote asking, "How to get 
known and ahead in the brotherhood." The answer is 
simple, work faithfully where God knows about you. 

As for unhappy men still manning pulpits, watch out! 
Never "outgrow" the brethren! Don't get so well educated 
and experienced as one fellow preacher who thought local 
work was beneath his dignity. An atheist should not 
preach because he disbelieves in God; a supposed preacher 
should not preach if he disbelieves in brethren ! Imagine 
a harbinger of "good news" preaching in bitterness and 
hate! If preachers disrespect the local church then mem­
bers will be taught that also. 

But there is another side of the coin. Some local churches 
and their programs frustrate the zeal of preachers. Both 
God and preachers are made sick with lukewarmness and 
indifference (Revelation 3: 15,16) . Preachers are every­
thing from administrative clerks to general flunkies. If 
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you pricked their veins, mimeo ink would come out! One 
lady in Fort Worth called a preacher sending him out to get 
her a spool of thread since "She was busy and he was not." 
The last consideration a preacher has is getting to preach . 
The preacher is wanted more as an errand boy than as a 
preacher. It t akes more t han an act of Congress where I 
am to get to preach! And one member's vocal criticism will 
overrule that ! Let preachers preach! There are no prob­
lems, locally, a few baptisms will not cure. Bring in con­
verts and restore fallen brethren - preachers would never 
think of quitting or moving! You couldn't run them off 
with a stick ! The hardest , most challenging, and most 
demanding work on earth is the local church! Preachers, 
go to stay. Put your life in it! Build a church to the 
glory of God. Churches - let t hem preach. Don't throw 
"cold water" on their "fire." A preacher with his heart 
destroyed is a ruined vessel! As Paul repeated, "Pray for 
us." 

In Life. 
War is won in the trenches; Viet Nam verifies this. Foot­

ball is won in the line; basketball on the boards. The local 
church is the life of the kingdom. Our plea is no more 
valid than the vitality of the local church. A sick church 
cannot save a sinful world. But there is no need of trying 
to have a forest without any trees! The tail is now wagging 
the dog! We must r estore value to the local church and 
build dynamic programs. Stro-ng local churches solve all 
brotherhood problems! The brotherhood is at the mercy 
of the local church; it stands or falls with it! Brethren, 
let's not cut our throat to stop a nose bleed! 

WHAT I OWE THE LOCAL CHURCH 
My Presence. 

To save our children we must "eat, live, and breathe" the 
church ! This is our life and our destiny. Our children 
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must know nothing else than the church. They must be 
taught to marry in the church and live in the church. I 
owe the church my presence. 

My D ependability. 

Elders are to program my talents and time. Dynamic 
programs should be designed to utilize these talents. Breth­
ren cannot be dependable where good programs do not ex­
ist. In many places elders are doing the work of deacons. 
Acts 6 teaches a principle involved in leadership and wait­
ing on tables. Deacons are frustrated thinking they are 
junior executives (elders) with authority. Their name 
means servant, a waiter. And members have become the 
spectators and critics in the grandstands! To be faithful 
means to be dependable, trustworthy. 

My Financial Support. 

My dad always said, "Hens that eat at one place shouid 
not lay in another." The local church demands and de­
serves my wholehearted support. Many, absent, do not 
make up their contribution. You cannot run the church 
on a "pay as you come" basis. Respecting all other chari­
ties and good works, my first obligation is to the local 
church. 

M y Prayers. 

Some would make the local church their "'own little 
private world," that is actually a denomination. Some are 
even afraid to admit other churches exist. God wants the 
world saved through local churches; He wants the broth­
erhood ser ved through local churches. The local church, 
consequently, is God's means to an end. 

Wouldn't you like to be on Paul's prayer list? Our text 
suggests he had d:iily concern for all the churches. He 
loved and respected them all. Every epistle said, "Pray for 
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me; I am praying for you." Every officer, teacher, facet 
of church work demands my prayers! 

CONCLUSION 
This is Hodge on the matter. You may take it or leave 

it. You may disagree. I think the judgment will involve 
congregational allegiance. I t hink Hebrews 13: 17 teaches 
it. 

"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must 
g ive account, that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for you." 

Even if said verse does not teach it, the only way God 
can judge my church life is in relationship to my local 
church! May God help us restore value to the local church. 

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY 
1. Where is the "glamour" today in preaching? Is local church 

work "too small" or "too large"? 
2. Where only can the New Testament Church be restored? 
3. Where does God place candlesticks? remove them? 
4. Why did the Jerusalem church multiply? 
5. What is suggested from 1 Corinthians 16: 1,2 concerning benevo­

lence and the local treasury? 
6. What does it mean to you to consid c-r the "local church" as a 

"mission church"? 
7. Is mission work more glamorous than local programs? 
8. Why organize other institutions to do church work? Have we 

made a bu1·eaucracy of the church? 
9. Do we really have rich fellowship today? What is your policy in 

accepting members disciplined elsewhere? Do you proselyte? 
10. Are preachers "too big" now .for local work? 
11. Why are preachers unhappy? 
12. Do lukewarm churches encourage preachers? 
13. What is the crying brotherhood need? 
14. What do you owe your local church? 
15. How do you think the judgment will be? 



RESTORING THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
IN THE PREACHING OF THE WORD 

By DELMAR OWENS 

INTRODUCTION. 

1. Preaching both an art and science. 
2. The necessity of f.Eeling the weight of lost souls. 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING. 

A. Important part of the Restoration Movement. 
1. Campbell, Scott, Stone were first of restoration preach­

ers. 
2. They set forth principles relevant to the 20th century. 

B. Emphasis on preaching in the New Testament. 
1. Every book of the New Testament stresses its importance. 
2. If we restore Christianity, the restoration of preaching 

to its proper place is important. 

II. WHAT IS A PREACHER? 
A. Some things he is not. 

1. Not a "glorified city manager, a father confessor" 
2. He is a "teller"; a guard; a vessel, an example. 

B. Paul a worthy example. 
1. First of all a servant of God. 
2. Romans 1:1-16. 

III. THE POWER OF PREACHING TODAY. 
A. Its power is being questioned. 

1. The world unchanged. 
2. Preaching is still God's way of saving the world. 

B. Wrong attitudes today. 
1. Caused by wrong kin·d of preaching. 
2. Or, wrong attitude toward it. 

CONCLUSION. 
1. We have not outgrown the plan. 
2. There is need for more seed sowing - not less. 

( 211) 
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I am sincerely grateful for the invitation to speak on 
this lectureship program, and I am even more grateful 
to have been assigned the subject of "Restoring the New 
Testament Church In the Preaching of God's Word." I 
make this statement because I believe that in preaching 
God's Word, I am engaged in the highest calling in which 
mortal man can engage on this earth. If I believed there 
was any higher calling I would be seeking to prepare 
myself for it. Preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ 
is both an art and a science. In fact, I believe it is the 
finest of the arts, and the most difficult of the sciences, 
because God's preacher is working with eternity-bound 
souls and God's word which is more powerful than any 
bomb that man has ever devised. I am not using preaching 
as a vestibule in which to prepare myself for secular work. 
Paul made tents in order to preach; he did not preach in 
order to make tents. A preacher ought to be able to preach 
because a gospel preacher stands or falls in the pulpit. Like 
Paul, I must preach because I cannot keep from preaching. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING 

In the Restoration Movement. 
It is important that we study the history of the Restora­

tion Movement in America because the principles which 
gave birth to this great movement are as relevant now as 
they were over one hundred years ago. It is evident that 
there are some among us who are wholly ignorant concern­
ing this great effort to restore New Testament Christi­
anity, and if not ignorant concerning it, they are indiffer­
ent toward it. Some look with disfavor on any preaching 
or teaching on the subject. They fear that we may over­
exalt a group of fallible men who pioneered in reproducing 
Christianity in this country. We grant there is a danger 
that we may overquote, and overemphasize the work of 
these men and leave the wrong impression. It must be 
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granted that such a danger does exist, when men are ig­
norant concerning the vital principles of the restoration. 

Personally, I am more interested in the positions which 
they took. Principles are true, not because these men an­
nounced said principles, but because they are recorded in 
the New Testament. When one engages in an earnest study 
of the New Testament he must be impressed with the fact 
that the men who stood at the forefront of this great 
movement were first, last and always preachers of the 
Word. It was a preacher who said: "Let us speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent." 
It was a preacher who cried: "In faith there must be unity, 
in opinion there must be liberty, and in all things there 
must be charity." It was preachers who cried out against 
all party names, human doctrines, and unscriptural organ­
izations, and urged the people to return to the Bible alone 
as an all sufficient guide in all things pertaining to man's 
spiritual welfare. While no one contends that these men 
applied these principles in an infallible manner, any stu­
dent of the Bible knows the principles were one hundred 
per cent right then and are one hundred per cent right to­
day. 

In the New Testament. 
Since it is our plea to return to the New Testament and 

to restore New Testament Christianity in its fullness, it 
seems that it would be in order to turn to the Book and 
read what it says concerning the place of preaching in the 
divine system. God put preachers in the early church. 
"When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts to men .. . . And he gave some, apostles, 
and some, prophets, and some, evangelists .... " (Ephe­
sians 4: 8-11). This was according to God's eternal pur­
pose. Paul wrote: "It pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe." (I Corinthians 1: 21b). 
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The noble work of preaching is stressed in every book of 
the New Testament. Let us take a hurried trip through 
the New Testament in order to see how true this is. Mat­
thew tells us that "From that time Jesus began to preach, 
and to say, Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
(Matthew 4: 17). Mark records the Great Commission in 
these words: "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 
16: 15). 

Luke has the Lord saying that "Repentance and remis­
sion of sins should be preached in his name among all na­
tions, beginning at Jerusalem." (Luke 24 :47). The rec­
ord of John sets forth Jesus as a preacher, delivering the 
great sermon on the New Birth to a ruler of the Jews, 
and preaching His great sermon on true worship to a lowly 
Samaritan woman. 

Pentecost comes, and we find the church established, and 
let it be remembered, its establishment was made possible 
through the preaching done by Peter and the rest of the 
Apostles. Soon the heavy hand of persecution was laid 
upon the church and it was scattered, but they "went every­
where preaching the Word." Soon Philip came to Samaria, 
where he preached Christ, and they believed his preaching 
"of the things concerning the kingdom and the name of 
Jesus, and they were baptized both men and women." 

Paul wrote the Roman brethren, "For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher?" (Romans 
10 :13,14). In his first letter to the Corinthians Paul re­
minded his brethren, "But we preach Christ crucified." 
( I Corinthians 1: 23). In his second letter to the same 
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congregation he wrote: "For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord .. . " (II Corinthians 4:5). He re­
minded the Galatians "But I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after men." (Gala­
tians 1: 11). 

To the Ephesians Paul wrote these words: "Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." (Ephesians 3 :8) . Paul rejoiced with 
the Philippians that Christ had been preached even tho 
motives behind the preaching were not pure (Philippians 
1: 16-18) . Paul told the Colossians "Christ in you, the 
hope of glory: whom we preach, warning every man ... " 
(Colossians 1: 27,28). He told the Thessalonians he had 
"preached unto you the gospel of God." (I Thessalonians 
2: 9). In his second letter he admonished the same con­
gregation to "Stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle." 
( II Thessalo1-:.1ians 2: 15). 

To the young evangelist, Timothy, Paul wrote "And I 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord who both enabled me, for he 
hath counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry." 
(I Timothy 1 :12). In Paul's last written word he charged 
the same young preacher to "Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine." (II Timothy 4: 2). He wrote 
another young preacher, Titus, and told him that "in due 
times God manifested his word through preaching." (Titus 
1: 3). The book of Philemon contains the thrilling story 
of a runaway slave whom Paul had converted through 
preaching, and was returning to his master, not as a slave, 
but as a brother in the Lord. Paul reminds the Hebrews 
"For unto us was the gospel preached as well as unto 
them ... " (Hebrews 4 :2). 
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James included preaching when he wrote, "Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a mult itude of sins." (James 5: 19,20). Peter wrote to 
God's elect these enlightening words: "Unto whom it was 
revealed, that not unto ourselves, but unto us they did 
minister the things, which are not reported unto you by 
them that have preached the gospel unto you by the Holy 
Spirit sent down from heaven, which things angels desire 
to look into." (I Peter 1 :12) . Peter reminded his brethren 
in his second letter to "be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the command­
ments of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour." (II 
Peter 3 :20). 

It remained for John to warn against the wrong kind 
of preaching. John warned in his first epistles: "Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world." (I John 4 :1). In his second letter, addressed 
to the elect lady, John warned, "If any come unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God-speed." (II John 10). In his third 
letter, John admonished the beloved Gaius to help those 
in need for his name's sake "that we might be fellow help­
ers in the truth." (III John 8). Jude, the servant of the 
Lord, exhorts us to "contend earnestly for the faith." (Jude 
3). Finally, in the book of Revelation John wrote "And 
I saw another angel f ly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth . . . " (Revelation 14: 6) . Every book of the New 
Testament bears witness to Paul's statement that it 
"pleased God through the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe." In fact, one-ninth of the New Testa-



" .. . IN PREACHING THE WORD" 217 

ment, from the standpoint of the number of books, was 
written to preachers, Timothy and Titus. 

WHAT IS A PREACHER? 
Definition. 

The words preach, preaching, preachers are defined as: 
"To tell thoroughly," "to bring or tell good tidings," "to 
talk, to discourse." Since it is our plea to restore Christi­
anity, we need to get our definition of a preacher and his 
work from the New Testament, and not from the perverted 
and fallacious conclusions which the world and many in 
the church have made concerning such a noble work and 
its importance in the overall work of God. 

When God set evangelists in the church He was not 
creating a set of professional visitors, though any preacher 
sustains the same responsibility to visiting that any other 
Christian sustains. He was not creating an order of "fath­
er confessors" to be used as a garbage can for all the filth 
and trash of the church. He was not setting in the church 
a group of glorified red-caps and bell hops to cater to 
the whims of a group of spoiled people. He was not plac­
ing in the church a city manager who must think of the 
work to be done, sell the brethren on it, and then sell them 
on the idea that they thought of it in the first place. 

In the light of the New Testament, the preacher is a 
voice, uttering no uncertain cry in the wilderness of sin, 
but boldly and faithfully telling the world the good news 
of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Like his Master , he 
needs to speak with authority. He is a defender of the 
truth against all enemies of it. Paul appointed a preacher 
by the Lord himself, wrote: "I am set for the defense of 
the gospel." He is a sower of the good seed of the king­
dom. Paul said, "I planted." He is a waterer of the 
plant that comes from the good seed sown. Again Paul 
wrote : "Another watered, but God gave the increase." 
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He is a "vessel unto honor in a great house" bearing 
the precious treasure of the everlasting gospel of Christ. 
He is a guard of the purity of the gospel. Paul com­
manded Timothy to "hold fast the form of sound words 
which thou hast heard of me .. . " (II Timothy 1 :13). He 
is a perennial student of God's will. When Paul was im­
prisoned for the last time he wrote: "The cloak that I 
left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with 
thee, and the books, but especially the parchments." (II 
Timothy 4: 13) . Paul remained a student to the very end. 
Even though a cold Italian winter was staring him in the 
face, he still wanted his books more than he wanted his 
coat. He admonished Timothy to "study to show thyself 
approved unto God," and to give himself wholly "to reading 
and meditation." 

A preacher is an example of good works. Titus was 
told "In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works 
... " (Titus 2 :7). A preacher is a leader, an inspirer of 
the faint-hearted and weak. When Paul was a prisoner, 
and yet kept his composure and optimism, many of the 
brethren waxed bold to speak the word without fear ( Phil­
ippians 1: 14). When God put preachers in His church 
He knew what He was doing. You show me a great church, 
and I will show you a great preacher who has been greatly 
instrumental in the building and maintaining of that great 
church. His greatness has not come to pass because he is 
enjoyed "french-fried style" by a critical membership for 
Sunday dinner. 

He does not spend his time preaching things about the 
Bible, but he gives himself to preaching the word. Like 
Paul, he spends his time praying with the elders, rather 
than to spend his time preying on the elders. Most every 
preacher receives inquiries from elders who are in search 
of a preacher for a local program. I have been asked: "Is 
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he a good mixer? What about his wife? Are his children 
well-behaved? How is he with the young people? Is he 
a good organizer?" Once in a while I have been asked, 
"Does he know the Bible? Can he preach?" Never, have 
I been asked, "Is he a praying man?" Yet, outside of the 
study of God's word, I do not know of any quality more 
necessary in making a preacher, God's preacher than the 
fact that he spends much time on his knees in prayer to 
God behind the closed door that shuts the world out and 
God in. 

Paul, a Worthy Preacher. 
The apostle Paul is a worthy example of what God's 

preacher was two millenniums ago and what God's preacher 
should be today. There is one term that seems to be de­
scriptive of the life of this tall, sun-crowned son of God. 
His life was surrendered to Christ. Once he had been 
an enemy of God's way, but now he was reconciled to God 
(Rom. 5 :10). The Prince of Peace had conquered him with 
the Spirit that bears the precious fruit of peace. Being 
reconciled to God meant more than having laid down his 
arms against God. Doubts and fears had been replaced 
by faith and trust. Love of self had been replaced by love 
for Christ. Though once he had been dead, now he was 
made alive by the blood of Christ. 

The first part of Romans I presents a comprehensive 
statement of how Paul thought of himself. What a man 
thinks of himself in the revealing light of God's will, is a 
true indication of his spiritual stature. This paragraph 
gives a fitting commentary of what the surrendered life 
should be. 

Paul wrote of himself ~s a "bond servant." Let us think 
of the many expressions Paul could have used to describe 
himself. He was a great student, outstanding preacher, 



220 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

and an influent ial man in many congregations. He knew 
he had been bought with a price and what a price it was! 
(I Cor. 6: 19,20). Paul considered himself a member of 
the purchased possession, the church of the Lord (Acts 
20 :28) . Let us consider well, what it meant for Paul to be 
a servant of Christ. It meant the loss of worldly property. 
"For whom I have suffered the loss of all things." It 
meant bodily suffering, "I bear in my body the marks of 
Jesus." It meant a life, much of which was spent in prison 
because of his faith, but he affirmed, "None of these 
things move me," because he was sustained by the reality 
of the cross in his own experience. It was more than a 
passing memory. The cross was a stark reality with him. 
The love of God which filled his heart and the crown of 
glory that awaited him spurred him on. 

How do we think of ourselves? What is your first an­
swer to the question, who are you? Do you think of your­
self first as an Elder? Preacher? Deacon? Teacher? If 
you answer in one of these ways, you are not thinking of 
yourself as you should. You should think of yourselves first 
of all and most of all as a servant of Christ. 

Paul was "called to be an apostle," thus he had a com­
mission in life. The word apostle means "one sent," which 
implies a sender, a subject, and a mission. There are some 
17 apostles mentioned in the New Testament. They are 
the twelve sent by Christ (Matt. 28 :18). Paul, who was 
sent to the Gentiles (Acts 26 :18), Barnabas, who was 
sent by the church at Antioch (Acts 13:3); James who 
was sent by the Jerusalem church (Acts 15 :13), and Christ 
who was sent by God (Heb. 3: 1). The word is used in 
both official and unofficial senses in the New Testament. 
In the latter sense, each Christian is an apostle, that is, 
he has a commission in life. 

The whole life of Paul turned upon this axis. His whole 
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life was spent to win men to Christ. It is said, "Paul had 
20-20 vision;" that is "he preached publicly and from house 
to house" (Acts 20: 20). This is demonstrated by the fact 
that Paul had been converted by what he had seen and 
heard. An educated ministry may be desirable, but a 
converted one is indispensable. The gospel was indeed 
good news to him. Is it good news to us? We need the 
exuberance of a child bursting through a doorway with a 
short exclamation of good news. We need to feel t he un­
speakable joy of a released prisoner who has found his 
pardon instead of condemnation. What does the gospel 
mean to us? A name? A lot of words? So many abstract 
truths? Or is it the purifying power of God, healing man 
of the damaging effects of sin and working in man to a 
more mature life? 

Much of the restlessness of this generation is caused by 
sheer aimlessness. Purpose makes for power. One day 
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would be "loyal to the 
royalty within him" and he became a power to be reck­
oned with. The influence of Daniel has outlived the glit­
tering tinsel of Babylon. 

A high wall of principle guarded his life. He was "sep­
arated unto the gospel." Paul was separated from the 
world (Rom. 12 :1,2). He had died to sin and was justi­
fied from it <Rom. 6: 7). His life is a living demonstra­
tion of our Lord's will that His people "be in the world, 
but not of the world" because the law of the Spirit had set 
him free from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:13). 

Paul was not only separated from something. He was 
separated for something. Paul was separated for service 
in God's church. He was separated for sacrifice and serv­
ice, to gladly "spend and be spent" in the service of his 
Lord. 



222 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

Paul longed to meet with his Roman brethren in order 
"to impart some spiritual gift to them" (v. 11). Such 
gifts were to be imparted by the laying on of the Apostles' 
hands (Acts 8:18) . While such gifts are not for us, we all 
have something to give to the service of God's church. Paul 
possessed this desire, because of the good he could do them 
(v. 12a) . He would also be blessed by them (v. 12b). 

There is something radically wrong with the church 
member who does not long to be in such services and to 
find happiness in such assemblies. Paul's example im­
presses us with the fact that we should be more than mere 
sponges at such meetings. Paul's unselfish spirit that 
caused him to impart, demonstrates "the other beatitude" 
that it is "more blessed to give than to receive." This 
great man's generosity rebukes the spiritual pigmy who 
offered the lame excuse, "I quit coming to services because 
I did not get much out of them." It never occurred to him 
to ask: "What can I give?" 

Paul possessed a grateful heart and said, "I thank my 
God through Christ ... " The faith of the church at Rome 
was world-renown, and he was thankful for its good name. 
The words think and thank come from the same root. We 
often are not as thankful as we ought to be because we are 
not as thinkful as we should be. The church at Rome was 
not his home congregation. It is doubtful that he had 
ever been to Rome, but still it was the Lord's church, and 
he was glad to receive the good reports concerning the 
good work being done. 

Paul felt a sense of debt. He said, "I am debtor to all 
men." The gospel had been a great blessing in his life. 
He knew its power and desired to share its blessings with 
others. He had been put in trust with the gospel and he 
seeks to be a faithful trustee. Preachers, elders, teachers, 
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and parents all share in this debt today. Paul was ready 
to pay his debt, with legal tender (the gospel) to the full 
extent of his ability. He wrote "so much as in me is I am 
ready to preach the gospel." 

Paul boldly exclaimed, "I am not ashamed of the gos­
pel .. . " He should not be ashamed of it because: It is 
God's answer to meet an exciting need, the salvation of the 
soul (v. 16). It is the revelation of God's righteousness 
(v. 17). It is the gospel of hope (Eph. 6 :17) . A Chris­
tian's hope putteth not to shame. 

Paul was not ashamed of God's message before: The in­
tellectuals of Athens (Acts 17). The sensual Felix or the 
hardened Agrippa. The sea of vice that was called Corinth 
(Acts 18, I Cor. 6: 11,12). 

THE POWER OF PREACHING TODAY 
Many are questioning the power of preaching today, 

but there has never been a time in the history of the church 
when there was a greater need for sound gospel preach­
ing. The "whole world still lies in the evil one," and 
straightforward, yet kind and sympathetic preaching is 
still the means God has given to lead men into Christ 
where there is safety. We still have a world that sits in 
darkness, and the darkness is made more frightening under 
the threat of atomic war. The basic spiritual needs of 
fl•n weary pilgrim of the Palestinian hills are no differ­
ent from the man who lives in an air-conditioned house and 
pilot s a super-sonic airplane. 

The basic nature of God's church in the first century 
was evangelistic, and if we are to be successful in restoring 
the New Testament church in its fullness, it will be evan­
gelical in its very nature today. New Testament churches 
"filled Jerusalem with this doctrine," "sounded out the 
word," because dedicated men gave themselves to the tell-



224 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

ing of the good news of Jesus crucified for the sins of the 
world. Strong preaching built strong churches then, and 
strong churches can be built in no other way today. 

Churches of Christ are in attitude today about where 
the sects were fifty years ago when they decided to make 
pastors out of their preal:hers and to downgrade if not 
utterly rej ect evangelism. It has taken us nearly a half 
century to catch this deadly virus. I sat in an audience a 
few years ago and listened to an elder for an hour and 
five minutes tell how wrong it was for a preacher to 
preach over twenty minutes. He had the Lord's Day serv­
ice streamlined to exactly one hour - twenty minutes for 
announcements and singing, twenty minutes for prayer and 
the Lord's Supper, and twenty minutes for the preacher 
to reach the lost and edify the brethren. I wondered what 
would happen if they had a Pentecost one Lord's Day when 
some 3,000 came to be baptized. Yet, the more I think of 
it, the more I am inclined to believe that such an arrange­
ment could not possibly bring the results of Pentecost. Lest 
any should get the wrong impression I am not saying that 
a sermon to be immortal has to be eternal. 

Have we outgrown the need of sound preaching that 
draws the line between right and wrong, truth and error? 
It has been said: "We could say that doctrinal preaching 
is the pressing need of our times, if it be understood that 
we do not mean 'polemical preaching'." If I understand 
this statement, it means that we need preaching that is 
doctrinal but not controver sial. How can this be? The 
doctrine itself is controversial. If this is to be the guide 
line of 20th century preaching, much of the first centur y 
gospel will have to be deleted from our preaching. Paul, 
who has been called "the story Petrel of Christianity," 
caused either a revival or a riot wherever he went with his 
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consuming desire for souls, and a flaming faith in the effi­
cacy of the gospel. 

Has gospel preaching lost its power in the age in which 
we live? Do we need less preaching? If so, then we need 
less seed sowing, but let us remember that he who "sows 
sparingly shall reap sparingly." Does God's voice, as 
heard through the cries of God's preacher today need to 
be muffled or silenced? Are there no enemies who seek to 
pervert the gospel, thus eliminating the need for men who 
are "set for the defense of the gospel"? Does not God still 
need "vessels unto honor" to bear the treasure of the wis­
dom and knowledge of God to those who sit in darkness? 
Is there no need for men who will water the seed of the 
kingdom with the tears of a burdened heart for lost souls? 
Is there no need for men of boldness and confidence like 
Paul who can inspire the weak and faint -hearted by their 
courageous examples? The answer to these or any other 
questions that would weaken and destroy the work of God's 
preacher in God's church must be an emphatic no! 

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY 
1. Why is preaching the gospel the h ighest calling man can answer? 
2. Is the.re a danger that we may overquote the leader s of the 

Restoration Movement? 
3. Where does the New Testament place the emphasis? 
4. How has God purposed to save the world? 
5. Paul in II Timothy 4 :2 t ells a preacher to do what? 
6. John warned us to do what concerning the prophets? 
7. Define the terms "preach, preaching." 
8. Paul was first of all, a what? 
9. A preacher needs what kind of vision? 

10. The early church filled Jerusalem with what? 
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