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She asked only two months with her companions in the 
mountains to bewail her virginity. There are two schools 
of thought regarding the manner in which Jephthah kept 
his vow, and we are not concerned with either one at t his 
point. We are impressed with the manner in which this 
great man so lived before his daughter that she had the 
same faith and dedication that he had. He was truly a 
man of God discharging his responsibilities as a father. 

JACOB 

Our third father is Jacob, the supplanter. Born twenty 
years after the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, there is a 
divine significance in the birth of Jacob and Esau. Their 
birth is the result of the petitions of their father on the 
behalf of his barren wife. God told Rebecca that "the 
elder shall serve the younger." Esau, having been born 
first, was to serve Jacob. Again, we see the weakness of 
the woman. Not being content to let God work things out, 
and being partial to Jacob, Rebecca set about to make sure 
that he got the blessing. You are familiar with the story 
of her subterfuge. I knew just such a mother in my 
younger days. She loved one son better than the others 
and saw to it that the father was not to direct and lead the 
son. As a result, he became indifferent to higher things 
and became a trial and disappointment to them both. A 
great man once said, "Two greatest joys earthly life can 
know are in either a passionate devotion returned or a life 
long happy marriage." Only an overly indulged child can 
mar this passionate devotion. As in the case of Jacob and 
Esau, such sons grow apart and drive wedges between fam­
ily devotions and loyalties. 

Jacob resolved to seek a wife from his mother's people. 
To one who had spent his life indulged by his mother and 
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in awe of his physically superior brother, a journey of six 
hundred miles without a guide would surely teach him to 
listen to the voice of God. From this relationship the best 
in life came to him; love, marriage, fatherhood, adjustment 
in his relationship with men, peace with his brother, and a 
personal independent religious experience. God spoke to 
him many times and guided in his final return home. As 
the father of twelve sons he is renamed "Israel." Like his 
mother, there was favoritism in his dealings with his sons, 
but on the whole, he was a good father. No man can do 
properly what he is called upon to do unless he can conquer 
his ego and act as an instrurment of God. Jacob had to 
learn to lean upon God and trust Him and then God could 
use him. Fathers of today would do well to pattern their 
lives after God's leadership as did this man. 

You mothers remember that you are help meets. Your 
place is to find the weakness of your children's father and 
help him to be a good father. His fatherhood is a big part 
of his service to God. And only through the production of 
great children can he really be said to be a great Christian. 
If I understand my Bible it is by these children that his 
usefulness in the church is to be measured and that you as 
mother can serve him, the husband, best by helping him to 
be a great father. 
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LESSON NO. 3 

ENOCH 
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A man from India visiting an American suggested a 
walk. They started out mid-afternoon, walked among tall 
pines and finally came upon a lake. Since the man from 
India was in deep thought and meditation his friend re­
mained silent. The sun went down, the moon came up as 
they rounded the end of the lake. Looking out over the 
silvery moonlight on the water, the American said, "What 
a beautiful lake." The man from India said, "What lake?" 
My friend from India had been walking with God, letting 
God talk with him. To me this is what it means to walk 
with God, just being still meditating and letting God talk 
to us. 

Two men of the Bible are said to have walked with God. 
Most of us have heard the story of the little girl's reporting 
on the Sunday School lesson on Enoch. In her story she is 
supposed to have said, "God said, we a.re nearer my home 
than yours so let's go to my house, and God took him." 

After the birth of Methuselah, it is said that, "Enoch 
walked with God three hundred years . . . and he was not; 
for God took him." "Walked with God" denotes a devout 
life in close communion with God.' A type of perfect hu­
manity, he is said to be "the seventh from Adam." (Jude 
14). The number probably indicates completion and rest. 
And like Elijah, he is a witness of the possibility of a 
bodily resurrection and a true human existence in glory. 

He is said, in Genesis 5: 23, to have lived 365 years, but 
the brief record of his lime is summarized in these words, 
"Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took 
him." Genesis 5 :24. No doubt his righteousness is respon-
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sible for the statement, "Then began men to call upon the 
name of the Lord." 

NOAH 

Only three more generations and ,ve come to a time when 
the world sinned so greviously and was so hopelessly wicked 
that God resolved to destroy it. Although Noah is said 
to have been a righteous man, perfect in his generation and 
like Enoch, "Walked with God," he was almost standing 
alone. Peter calls rim "a preacher of righteousness." He 
was 600 years old when the flood came. He built the ark 
according to God's specifications. It was built of gopher 
wood, a light and durable material, much like our cypress. 

Noah, his wife, and his three sons and their wives went 
into the ark. Also, animals that were useful to man en­
tered the ark. 

In his 600th year, the deluge came as Noah had been 
warned and fo.r which he prepared 120 years. As a sign 
of God's covenant never to destroy the race again by flood, 
the rainbow spanned the sky. and its appearance was for­
ever-after a sign of peace. 

The ark was the fulfillment of Lamech's prophecy made 
at the birth of Noah, "The same shall comfort us in our 
work and toil of our hands which cometh because of the 
ground which 'Jehovah hath cursed." 

When the waters had receded, Noah built an altar and 
offered sacrifices to Jehovah and was sent forth with God's 
blessings to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth. This is the first burnt sacrifice. Noah became the 
head of a new beginning, a new human family, the repre­
sentative of the whole race. In him we see the results of 
the efforts of one good man who "walks with God" in a 
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crooked generation. Conformity is not God's plan for us. 
We need guide vosts. We can have too many don'ts." But 
we also need direction by the leader and head of the family. 
First, he must win our respect by walking with God and he 
must win the respect and admiration of the family. 

There are other men who "walked with God" according 
to our measurements, but only these two did God point out 
thusly. 

We might think of Stephen as a man who walked with 
God. He is said to be full of the spirit, full of faith and 
power and did great signs and wonders among the people. 
The Jews were not able to withstand his wisdom and the 
spirit by which he spoke. His wisdom included a grasp 
of two thousand years of Jewish history and a persuasive 
force that the Jews could not answer. 

His death was more revealing. He saw the glory of 
God and Jesus on his right hand. And he cried, "Lay not 
this sin to their charge." 

Barnabas might be listed. He was a good man. He 
saw the grace of God and was glad. Goodness is not a 
negative characteristic, it springs from an ideal which is 
very active. Goodness as used in the Bible is infused with 
the divine spirit, the fruits of which are mentioned in Gal. 
6: 22. - love, joy, long suffering, gentleness, meekness and 
temperance. 

Then there is Paul with his compassionate heart, love 
for the lost world and a willingness to suffer even death 
for the peopl~ of God. From our judgments, he walked 
with God, and there are _many more who could be mentioned. 

The obJect ·of this lesson is ·to encourage you women to 
make it possible for your husbands "to walk with God" and 
in so doing to. oecome great. fathers. 
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LESSON NO. 4 

Many of us falter by the wayside and need to be restored. 
It may seem strange that during our revival meetings so 
many go forward to be revived in their soul search for God, 
but here I list five great and mighty men of God who grew 
weak in their walk with God and needed a second inspira­
tion to fulfill His purpose. 

ABRAHAM 

The Lord had said to Abraham, "Get thee out of thy 
country, from thy kindred and from thy father's house, 
unto a land which I will show thee, and I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee and make thy name 
great." Endowed with Jehovah's promise, Abraham left 
Haran, but Lot went with him. The slowness of the jour­
ney is indicated by such stops as Shechem, Bethel and Ne­
geb. Finally driven to Egypt by famine he finds hospitable 
reception. Lot leaves Abraham and moves to the gTeat 
Jordan depression. Abraham moves to Hebron where he 
settles, not in the city, but before its gates "by the great 
oaks of Mamre." 

His anxiety concerning a son to be the bearer of the 
divine promise should have been relieved by a formal 
covenant, "for all the land which thou seest to thee will I 
give." But Abraham needed more encouragement, he com­
plained that a son is promised and that a substitute had 
been born. 

Again the Lord spoke, "This shall be thy heir." And he 
brought Abraham forth and showed him the stars of 
the heavens and asked if he were able to number them, and 
then said, "So shall thy seed be." 

Abraham needed frequent renewings of his faith. Even 
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though it was sufficient to be counted to him for right­
eousness. So again, the Lord, after the birth of Ishmael 
and when Abraham was ninety, renewed his covenant 
again, "Walk before me and be thou perfect." He changed 
his name to Abraham, and gave the covenant of circumcis­
ion and promised all the land of Canaan for "an everlast­
ing possession." Lot is saved because of Abraham. He 
and Sarah entertained angels unaware, and in their old age 
Isaac was born. He planted a grove in Beersheba and 
called there on the name of the Lord. 

JEREMIAH 

He was a sensitive man to a painful degree, t imid, shy. 
The prophecies which he was compelled to give and the ac­
cusations against him - especially the accusation of 
treachery and the claim of other men to be prophets and 
to have the word of Jehovah to set against his - called 
upon his sensitive nature for almost more than he could 
produce; however, he grew bolder and hotter, his words 
sharper and stronger. Unflinching, fearless he faced the 
whole world. 

A reign of terror really was upon them and all who were 
distinguished for religion and virtue were cruelly mur­
dered. Dishonesty was universal and no man trusted an­
other. 

Baruch was ordered to write down the words of the 
prophet. At first he rejoiced when God spoke to him, but 
later they became to his naturally gentle and tender heart 
great pain and suffering. God in anger forbade him to 
even pray for his people. 

He was forced to go with the people when they fled to 
Egypt, which was very distasteful to him. 
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He was thi-own into a slimy cistern, sank into the mire. 
'When he was delivered he seemed revived and declared, 
"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: Great is thy faithfulness - therefore will I hope 
in Him." Zion bewailed their pitiful estate and confessed 
her sins so Zion is comforted. 

The closing chapter of Lamentation is a pitiful complaint 
of Zion in prayer to God. 

"Remember, 0 Lord, what has come upon us: 
Consider and behold our reproach. Our inheri­
tance has turned to strangers, our houses to ali­
ens, we are orphans and fatherless our mothers are 
as widows. ,¥e have drunken our water for mon­
ey: our wood is sold to us. Our necks are under 
persecution: we labour, and have no rest. Our 
fathers have sinned and are not . . . princes are 
hanged by their hand: the faces of elders were not 
honored. The elders have ceased from the gate, 
the young men from their music. Our dance is 
turned into mourning - woe unto us, that we have 
sinned. For this our heart is faint: and these 
things our eyes are dim. - Because Zion ... is 
desolate, the foxes walk upon it. Thou, 0 Lord, re­
mainest forever: thy throne from generations to 
generations." 

ASAPH 

Asaph was a composer of music and a musi~ian in Da­
vid's court. His compositions are mentioned with praise 
in Nehemiah and II Chronicles 29 :30. Psalms 50 and 
73-83 are attributed to him. His psalms complaineth of 
the miseries of the church, acceptance of the wicked, and 
of the enemies conspiracies. He exhorteth to solemn praise 
to God and prays God to persecute them who oppress the 
church. "Persecute them with thy tempest and make them 
afraid of thy storm." 
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It is in the 73rd Psalm that he tells us of his own slipping 
away. He says, "My feet were almost gone: my steps had 
well nigh slipped." Giving the cause, he says that he was 
envious of the foolish and property of the wicked. He says 
his envy was due to the fact that they did not have the 
troubles of the righteous and were not plagued like other 
men. "Pride compasseth them about as a chain: violence 
covereth them as a garment." 

He charges the wicked with lofty speech against heaven 
and God. He declares that only the wicked are prosperous. 
His temptations had almost gotten him down, when he was 
"chastened every morning." It was all too painful for 
him so he went into the sanctuary - went to church and 
saw their end. Here in the church of God, Aspah saw his 
own foolish thinking and ignorance. He again extended 
his right hand for guidance and counsel. He declares his 
love for God and that He is his strength. He has put his 
"trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works." 

Thus revived and renewed he worships again. 

ELIJAH 

Elijah won a great victory over Ahab, but Jezebel put 
him to flight saying, "So let the gods do to me and more 
also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by 
tomorrow about this time," so he arose and went for his 
life to Beersheba. And leaving his servant there he went 
a day's journey into the wilderness. He sat down under a 
juniper tree and prayed to die. He went to sleep and an 
angel spoke, "Arise and eat." And he looked and a cake 
was baking on the coals and a cruise of water was at his 
head. The angel spoke a second time saying, "Arise and 
eat because the journey is too great for thee." And he 
arose and went forty days on the strength of that meal. 
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He went to Horeb, and lodged in a cave. The Lord said unto 
him, "Go and stand on the mountain before the Lord." And 
the Lord passed by and strong winds rent the mountains, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. There followed an earth­
quake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. Then a 
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. Then a still small 
voice, and a voice said, "What doest thou here?" Elijah 
again made his defense. The Lord sent him toward Da­
mascus with orders to anoint Hazael king over Syria and 
Jehu king over Israel and Elisha to be prophet in his 
"shoes." The Lord also assured him that in Israel there 
were "7,000 who have not bowed to Baal." 

Revived he went about the Lord's business doing as in­
structed - obeying the command of the Lord. 

MOSES 

Moses looked upon his brethren when he was grown, and 
killed an Egyptian who was smiting an Hebrew. This mat­
ter came to the ear of Pharaoh, he sought to kill Moses, and 
Moses fled to Midian. Here he married Zipporah. God ap­
peared unto Him again and sent him to deliver the children, 
promising, "I will be with thee," and he sent a message to 
the Israelites, from the Lord of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

God renewed his promise by his name Jehovah. Aaron is 
sent to assist Moses. And the children of Israel believed 
and bowed their heads in worship. But there were forty 
more years of vacillating and hesitating. However, here 
as Jethro's servant and son-in-law, he communed with 
God while watching his sheep. Escaping from the false 
ideas taught him in Egypt, he communed with God and na­
ture, he matured. When God met him in Horeb appear­
ing in a burning bush, he was revived and ready for the 
work which God had prepared for him. 
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His history becomes the history of Israel. As author, 
law-giver and prophet, he was probably the greatest man 
among mere men in the history of the world. Educated as 
a prince, and instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
but God's message "Thus shalt thou say unto the children 
of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you," was God's won­
derful encouragement to him. Moses called the elders to­
gether and instituted the feast of the passover. 

He preached the greatest triumph of his faith from the 
top of Nebo when he lifted up his eyes to the land of 
promise and gave to Joshua the leadership of the people, 
and died at 120 years old and "God up-turned the sod and 
buried him, kissing his eyes to sleep." 



Challenges of Leadership 

An address by CURTIS E. RAMEY, President of 
Fort Worth Christian College, to the preachers 
and elders dinner, March 22, 1966 - Seventh An­
nual Lectureship. 



INTRODUCTION 

I deem it a great privilege and a humbling one, to be 
permitted to speak to such a distinguished assembly as 
this, especially from the viewpoint that you bear such 
awesome responsibilities in the kingdom of God. Many 
of you are God's lieutenants on the eart h and charged with 
the shepherding of the flock in your congregation. Others 
of you have the thrilling honor of proclaiming the match­
less gospel of Christ to the people of this vast metropolitan 
area. I am not, therefore, unmindful of the tremendous 
task that is mine to speak things which need to be said, 
things which bring exacting demands upon the wisest of 
leadership. 

Over nineteen centuries have passed into historical per­
spective since the introduction into the ancient world of 
the r evolutionary gospel of Christ, which was destined to 
change the course of human history and to undo the estab­
lished order of empire, and which was to bring its devotees 
bound to the courts and coliseums of Rome, Italy. 

The passage of that much time has not failed to have a 
dulling and deteriorat ing effect upon the minds of men 
with respect to the claims of the lowly Nazarene. Tonight, 
we live in the aura of an intellectual atmosphere which 
disposes toward regarding nearly anything of antiquity 
as suspicious, perhaps spurious. The hue and cry from 
many quarters is for something new, a new morality so­
called, a new approach, a new concept, a new dialogue. and 
a virtually new order of things. The time stamp alone 
is made the arbiter of the value and truth of r eligious ron­
cepts and doctrines. Now, undoubtedly the uncovering of 
vast new knowledge (but new ONLY in the sense that we 
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have just began to understand it) in various fields where 
superstition or ignorance once reigned, has given momen­
tum and, in some eyes, apparent credence to the idea that 
anything older than a few generations is of questionable 
veracity and value. Nothing could be more in error as 
regards TRUTH for truth is timeless and absolute. Rather 
than aging, truth shines undimmed across the millenniums 
of time. The Poet wrote, 

TRUTH, CRUSHED TO EARTH, SHALL RISE AG~~IN 
THE ETERNAL YEA.RS OF GOD ARE HERS: 

BUT ERROR WOUNDED, WRITHES IN PAIN 
AND DIES AMONG HIS WORSHIPPERS. 

The church has suffered from the onslaught of the popu­
lar view that age likely means ignorance and primeval 
superstition. The so-called "intellectual" cult which prop­
agates the idea that anyone who holds to fundamental 
truth belonging to the ages, is to be put down among the 
boobs, the naive countryman, the bumpkin, has caused 
many to stumble in the faith and to come to insinuate that 
we may be trying to defend a pretty piece of fiction or 
an ancient myth, spawned in the cave darkness of early 
history. Yes, the church has been weakened by false be­
liefs. 

Yet the church stands tonight as the guardian of the 
faith "once delivered" and as a citadel of light amidst the 
deepening darkness of sin and evil and hate and war. In 
many respects, the church is accomplishing great things 
tonight. Throughout this weary world, men are laboring 
to restore the true order of New Testament Christianity. 
The church is flexing her spiritual muscles in response 
to the ever expanding opportunities in communications and 
travel. Still, the voice of the church is diminishing, even 
while increasing numerically. That paradoxical statement 
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finds clarity in the light of the fantastic rate of population 
growth. The church must be pictured tonight, not as a 
snowball rolling downhill, gathering size and momentum, 
but as a ball of twine unrolling and growing smaller, for 
her growth is not proportionate to the world's population 
growth. We are told by statisticians that half the people 
who ever lived on the earth are living tonight, that in 40 
years the world will have increased as much again as she 
has done in the· last thousand years. All this by simple, 
geometric progression. 

The charge is heard that the church has been relegated to 
the sidelines, is in the mainstream of American life, and 
therefore has little impact on society. Of course, the church 
is people. I heard a speaker say recently that the very 
fact that international communism has not infiltrated the 
church is an alarming thing in itself for, says he, you might 
conclude that men of such revolutionary ilk do not regard 
the church as a vital factor and force in the social and po­
litical institutions of our time. The very fact that the 
church is blithely ignored by great masses of people should 
cause us grave concern for it speaks of our failure to be 
outstandingly distinctive in the world in which we live and 
labor. Now I certainly do not advocate the proclamation 
of a social gospel, but the preaching and practicing of the 
gospel of Christ. We all realize that Jesus Christ did not 
come to "get men out of the slums but to get the slums out 
of men." The rule and reign of the gospel would rectify 
and redeem the social and political order all right but as a 
consequence of obedience to, and emulation of, Jesus 
Christ. The church is to sow the seed of the kingdom, to 
feed the spiritually destitute, to hold forth the crucified 
Lord as the redeemer of all mankind. 

It is an exceedingly sobering truth that God has entrusted 
the golden treasury of the gospel into our ear then hands. 
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That sacred trust brings profound responsibility. It means 
this, that untold numbers of men may depend for their 
knowledge of truth and salvation, upon US, we in this 
room. The great idea tonight, in my judgment, is CHAL­
LENGE. The more widespread the disease, the more chal­
lenging to those who have the remedy and cure. 

You are well aware of the serious and sobering chal­
lenges posed by our world, one fragmented by war and 
hate, frustrated by fear, divided by doubts, and foiled in 
the pursuit of fruitfulness and happiness by idiotic ideals 
and wrong values and standards. Still, permit me please 
to mention hurriedly some awful challenges and problems 
which stand athwart our path and with which we must 
grapple if we are to speak a message of hope to this gen­
eration. 

1. Convenience 

You may think it passing strange that this word is 
referred to, a word with which we generally associate the 
good life. The advertising world blares forth by day and 
night the wondrous news of newly invented gadgets which 
make our physical existence less wearing and wearying. 
Now, convenience in physical existence may be desirable 
(tho that is subject to doubt) but in the spirit ual life it is 
damnably destructive. The very antithesis of following 
Christ and being Christ-like is the idea of convenience. 
The self-denial which Christ taught as a pre-condition to 
being His disciple (Luke 9: 23) is very little evidenced 
today, in or out of the church. Self-adnegation lies at the 
very taproot of Christianity, and without it it isn't t he 
real thing, it isn't genuine, it isn't authentic. Away with 
the idea that being a Christian must be made convenient! 
It is not convenient to follow Christ, to stand up for truth, 
to give up things cherished and coveted after by the mul-
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titudes, to rigidly discipline mind and body, yet it is an 
ABSOLUTE MUST in following in the steps of the Sav­
iour ! This dreadful pursuit of comfort, this devotion to 
ease and convenience, has sapped the church of vitally 
needed stability and strength. Someone has said that in 
every man's heart, there is a cross and a crown. When he 
assumes one, he gives Christ the other. 

2. Atheism 

The philosopher Plato said, "ATHEISM IS A DISEASE 
OF THE SOUL LONG BEFORE IT BECOMES AN ER­
ROR OF THE UNDERSTANDING." God caused the 
Psalmist to write, "THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS 
HEART, THERE IS NO GOD." There is a theory spread 
abroad today that brings man up from the brute beast, 
that denies the existence of the God of heaven, except 
perhaps as a mere figment of man's fertile and fickle imag­
ination. But, more are guilty of atheism in the life than 
in the lip. They are legion who wouldn't dare say there is 
no God, but who coldly and callously live as tho they feared 
no God and dreaded no retribution at the last day. Man 
was not created as a piece of guesswork, flung into exis­
tence by whim or chance, or by force and fate. Man was 
not made to be a sensuous or splendid animal. When God 
set out to mold and fashion man, He found the pattern in 
Himself. The Bible reveals that God is the origin of life, 
that its purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, 
and that its destiny is a vast eternity, either blessedness 
with God, or banishment from His presence. 

Brethren, there is danger both within and without the 
church. Some in the church, super-sophisticated, pseudo­
intellectual, professing themselves wise, have become fool­
ish, and have begun already to lay the smokescreen of 
strategic withdrawal by suddenly becoming conditional and 
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equivocal about the Word of God. Beware of a system of 
logic that seems to make duty and truth a will-o-the-wisp 
thing that you can't fit into practical living. TRUTH IS 
ABSOLUTE ! There is an integrity and completeness in 
God's Wo1·d and world, and every act and thought and 
circumstance is governed by some applicable and corres­
pondent truth. We say that a thing which falls outside 
the application of a truth is an exception to the rule. It 
really isn't. It is a new circumstance, demanding the ap­
plication of its correlative rule of truth. 

Outside the church, it seems that every energy and re­
source of our government is being exerted and expended in 
a designed effort to 1·emove the name and idea of God from 
every aspect of public life. It's as tho some great super­
politician, far above the madding crowd and beyond the 
reach of the ballot box, had suddenly determined that Amer­
ica would be farther along whatever road she travels, by 
removing God from the heart and habit of the people. 

One lawyer wrote of the reaction the day the regent's 
prayer in New York schools was declared unconstitutional. 
This attorney was sitting in a New York courtroom. A 
young lawyer sat in the next seat. When the news of the 
U. S. Supreme Court decision was whispered through the 
crowd, he said, "Good!" "See that sign over the Judge's 
bench, "Justice under God." "That's the next thing to go." 
The older lawyer replied, "Young man, when that sign 
comes down your career will be over, for there will be no 
real law left to practice." The Maryland atheist who 
brought about that decision has since started a school for 
atheists in Kansas, which is to include a University, radio 
station, and a printing press. A Pennsylvanian has been 
able to have Bible exercise eliminated from classroom. A 
pending case in California seeks to remove the words, 
"Under God" from the pledge of allegiance. Also under at-
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tack is the motto, "IN GOD WE TRUST" on our coins, 
the use of chaplains in the armed forces, and prayers be­
fore governmental bodies. The reason I mention these 
things to you, brethren, is because they concern you and 
your role as leader. One of these days, if this trend con­
tinues unabated, they'll be knocking at the churchhouse 
door and stopping public worship of God. 

We are not concerned primarily with legalities or politi­
cal subtleties. We are concerned with a way of life, and 
with the spiritual character of our culture. We must de­
cide what that character is and take a stand on it while 
there is something left to stand on. We in the church of 
the Lord, if I mistake not, have unequivocally chosen to 
stand foursquare and solid as a rock, upon the mighty 
word of God and to place our trust in Him who is revealed 
in its pages. If we do not, we will perish. 

3. Lawlessness 

We live tonight in the most lawless civilized nation in 
the world. The law of tooth and fang is rapidly replacing 
that of the rule of law and particularly in great urbanized 
jungles, where children cannot play after dark, and where 
women are not safe on the streets. We are riding a colos­
sal crime wave, the like of which modern civilization has 
never before seen. Virtual anarchy reigns in some places. 
Crime is outstripping the population growth 4 to 1. There 
are more homicides in New York City in 3 months than 
there are in England, Scotland, and Wales combined in a 
year. If all the people, murdered in this country every 
year, were placed in hearses end to end, they would form 
a funeral cortete 78 miles long. About 1 out of 8 young 
people will come before law enforcement people before they 
are 21. What's wrong? Breakdown of respect for author­
ity. Where did it start? Lack of respect for God and His 
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moral order in the home. This grave condition poses a 
serious challenge to your leadership in and out of the 
church. The preachment of doctrines of "civil disobedi­
ence" and like doctrines has eroded law and order. 

4. Apathy 

There are countless millions of people who espouse the 
life of goodness and who practice some citizenship, but who 
are nevertheless completely indifferent about the state of 
our society. They just flat don't care. Nothing, I be­
lieve, is more indicative of a sick, ravaged, and spiritually 
destitute people than the attitude that finds expression in 
the cliche, "I couldn't care less." The elevation of self, 
the consequent over-doting fears, the restraining dread of 
involvement, all have led us to the place where a fellow 
human being can lie before us dying and pleading for help 
and his plea goes unanswered. The tragic story of a 
woman and her small children standing atop an auto in 
the St. Louis river, the car slowly sinking, the swirling wa­
ters rising to claim their vic:tim, a morbidly curious crowd 
standing on the bank, not willing to extend help or get 
involved. Or a young man standing atop a tall building 
in San Antonio, Texas a year or so ago, threatening to 
commit suicide, and the crowd shouting, "Jump, man, l've 
got to get to work." Just another sickening symptom of 
the same disease. Kitty Genovese dying on the streets of 
New York City and 25 or 30 apartment house residents 
coldly watching the grisly scene as her murderer leaves 
twice and twice returns, but none offering assistance. That's 
an even sicker symptom of the same thing. Or, church 
members sitting idly by, while the men and women in the 
community crowd by on their way to a Devil's Hell, saying 
nothing to them. That's but another scene in the same 
drama. Unwilling to become involved because it brings 
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risks, inconvenience, and loss of time, as well as the scorn 
of others. God 1·equires us to be more than our brother's 
keeper; we must also be our brother's brother. God bless 
the good Samaritan anywhere who, when he sees misery 
in the eyes of another, makes sure they see mere?] in his. 

5. Mate1-ialism 

The crass materialism of our society, called the "affluent" 
society and the unrealistic love of wealth perhaps underlies 
and supports many of our troubles. Material wealth is 
made the sum of all things by far too many people, both 
in and out of the church. Our gaudy, tinsled, supermarket 
temples and our unrestrained worship of mammon, has so 
far dulled and deadened our people that many citizens, 
even those with no religious affiliation, even revrobqtes, 
have expressed the belief that only a thorough-going de­
pression or hydrogen war, can save America from the con­
sequences of her rush after silver and gold. Certainly, 
materialism has cut deep inroads into the strength and 
vitality of the church. The Bible supplies the forceful 
analogy of the children of Israel who, when wealthy, 
promptly built graven images and worshipped idols and 
who, when cast down and poverty stricken, cried aloud 
to God almighty for succor and relief. Brethren, a spirit 
of sacrifice cannot be engendered in a people who place 
unwarranted emphasis upon acquiring the luxuries and 
material wealth of life. 

6. Ignorance 

A man can have no power of choice who does not know 
an alternative exists. Uncounted millions are ignorant of 
the Word of God, and I am not speaking of those across the 
ocean seas alone. The Bible has been too much allowed 
to gather dust, has been too much relegated to the must:t 
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storeroom of human history and to the field of petty fic­
tion, both in and out of the church. The Bible is very 
little read and taught at home any more, as a widespread 
practice. That fact is made too clear when young people 
arrive at Christian colleges. Even the church has lost the 
reputation it once prized of knowing the sacred book. We 
must act to 1·emedy this situation in the home, the church, 
and the school. Beloved, no man or child can be guided 
by principles or precepts of which he is ignorant. We 
must hold up the Bible, defend it, teach it, and live by it! 
Let's put the Bible above quarterlies, news sheets, maga­
zines, helps, commentaries, books of fiction and what have 
you. They are fine in their place but their place is not 
in lieu of the Bible. 

7. Time 

Time, by its very nature is a challenge! It is fleeting 
and waiting for no one. We need to catch a sense of ur­
gency concerning the Lord's work. Jesus had it. He 
said, "I MUST WORK THE WORKS OF HIM THAT 
SENT ME, WHILE IT IS DAY." "THE NIGHT COMES 
WHEN NO MAN CAN WORK." Our day of oppol'tunity 
will not go on indefinitely. We have as much t ime as the 
ancients had. We just make a different use of it. Too, 
there are more people being born and buried every hour 
than while the apostles worked on the earth. While we 
are here tonight, thousands will slip away into the abode 
"from whose bourne no traveler returns." The great ma­
jority of people will die without hope. Working in light 
of that fact makes it comparable to working against the 
ticking of a bomb. One of these days, the time spent in 
doing timeless things will be all that counts. We need to 
be shining the light into darkness, bringing the lost to 
Christ while we can. 
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8. Youth 

I would hesitate to mention young people as a separate 
category of challenge were it not for the fact that one-half 
of the people living in this great land of ours tonight, are 
under 25 years of age! And soon one-half will be under 
20 ! Young people today, ~ntensely aware of international 
tensions, live under the darkening and threatening shadow 
of the hydrogen bomb and universal holocaust. They are 
confused and mixed up. They are only partaking of the 
greater confusion of us adults. Young people today are 
arriving at the cross-roads and finding the signs knocked 
down. Scrambled values, relative truth, "Dead God" phi­
losophy, and all the rest of the cuckoo ideas that shame 
our age. 

They want the truth laid flat on the table and will not 
endur e any longer the hypocrites which too much charac­
terizes adults today. Brethren we had better get involved 
in the gigantic effor t to teach and t rain young people on 
every conceivable level. If ,ve fail today, apostasy of the 
church and the reduction of civilization to nuclear ash, lies 
as close as a generation away. 

CONCLUSION 

You may already have not iced that the letters of these 
challenges spell "CALAMITY" and they spell it loud and 
clear if adequate response is not made to the problems they 
pose. You are acutely aware that all of these challenges 
face the leadership of the world at large and certainly the 
leadership of the church of our Lord. I belieYe I have 
spoken these things to the single most important group 
of people in this part of the world, and I know that's t rue 
insofar as God and the church in this area is concerned. 
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I would not do my duty if I left challenges hanging in 
the air and offered no suggestion as to a solution. I assert 
tonight in the most positive way that I can, that over 
against these challenges stands the answer in triple aspect. 
It is "GOD," "THE BIBLE," and "YOU." God is in 
Heaven and in the hearts of his people, and all is under 
control. God is running in human history. He has not 
wound the world up as a clock and set it aside to tick down. 
He has revealed His will for us and all mankind in the 
marvelous Book which we call the Bible. He has implanted 
a nature within us that responds to a kindred nature in 
God, or can be brought to so respond by intelligent effort. 
God and you are a majority and are unconquerable. If 
you and I and thousands like us will rise up and tackle the 
challenges of an appallingly dangerous world ,"lith courage, 
with faith in God, and with a high resolve to be gallant 
soldiers of Christ in this generation, we shall overwhelm 
and overcome the world! This is the victory which over­
comes the world, even our FAITH. 



My Faith in the Values of 
Christian Education 

An address given by CURTIS E . RAMEY, Presi­
dent of Fort Worth Christian College, to the Chris­
tian College Presidents Annual Meeting in Lub­
bock, Texas, February 3, 1967 - at the morning 
chapel for Students and faculty. 



INTRODUCTION 

It's a genuine thrill to be in Lubbock on the campus of 
Lubbock Christian College and especially to be present 
with you at this chapel assembly. Some of the fondest 
memories you'll ever cherish are those of daily chapel ex­
ercises at Christian College. You are now living in the 
"good old days." Some years hence, one of you will be 
visiting a fellow student, and the conversation will drift 
back to school days. One of you will reminisce, "Ah, those 
were the good old days." You'll even wax sentimental 
about final exams. 

We are most grateful for this school's hosting of the 
annual Christian College Presidents Conference. Dr. Mat­
tox has most graciously arranged for some of us to deliver 
ourselves of some observations on Christian education and 
Christian Colleges. I am sure you know that our delibera­
tions will center about the theme, "How to keep proper 
perspectives about spirituality at Christian Colleges." I 
daresay this is the most crucial aspect of the function and 
operation of a Christian school. It is an ever-challenging 
and menacing problem, and no age or size exempts any 
school from the need of constant alertness and attention 
to this problem. The supreme importance of it is obvious 
to all who consider the matter. A spiritual orientation and 
atmosphere is the very "reason for being" of a Christian 
school. 

DEFINITIONS 

I am to say somewhat this morning about my faith in 
the values of Christian education. Perhaps some definitions 
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would clarify what I have to say. Let me preface my re­
marks by saying that by the term, "Christian Education" 
is intended the "teaching of the Holy Word of God and 
the ordered development of Christian character within the 
framework of a formally prescribed curriculum of secular 
education." That definition leaves ample room to say tha t 
Christian education is far more extensive than the school 
campus. It covers the range of human life, the home, the 
church, and other human relationships. But, my remarks 
concern Christian school education. 

By "Values" is meant the estimation, appreciation, and 
importance placed upon a trait of character, course of 
learning1 way of thinking, pattern of living, and method of 
doing. The judgment entertained about the intrinsic worth 
of truths and things, the significance which is assigned to 
a thing, the degree to which a person cares for a truth, a 
thing or an attribute of character. The values of Chris­
tian education have to do with a Christian view of life, 
the view and practice of which disposes to sound character , 
to moral integrity, to intellectual honesty, to excellence, 
and to service to others. All of us have value judgments 
and standards of some sort, derived from our training, 
our experiences, our observations, our environment, and 
our thinking. 

Concerning faith in these values, I suppose it proper to 
say that one's faith means the degree of commitment he 
holds to the purpose and ends and worth of Christian edu­
cation, the extent to which he is willing to exert himself 
in promoting it, and his confidence in the ultimate fruitage 
of the melding of secular teaching from Christian view­
points. In one sense, my faith in the inherent worth of 
Christian education has already been "converted to sight" 
by experiences and events which I have witnessed in the 
lives of those exposed to Christian school training. I might 
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add, by parenthesis, that of all people called upon to mus­
ter a great deal of faith, the Christian College President 
is among the very first. Such Presidents live a life of 
"Quiet desperation" in search of funds with which to 
finance Christian schools. You may have heard of the 
Christian College President upon whose tombstone the terse 
words were written, "The beggar also died." 

BODY 

In a more serious vein, Christian education, in my judg­
ment, is the most critical challenge of our t ime. Upon it 
I believe hinges the future of our civilization. Events almost 
hourly reinforce this conviction and etch in ever bolder 
relief the crucial need for men and women devoted to the 
principles which Christ taught, and living lives patterned 
after His example. No knowledge is soundly based or truly 
enduring except it be founded on a sober sense of eternal 
destiny and responsibility to God. 

Today's world is a madman's delight. The Grand Old 
Book is being relegated to dust and absolute t ruths are 
denied and forsaken. Underneath the pretty veneer of 
our society, we are careening crazily toward national ruin. 
The mere fact that a college student commits suicide every 
hour and a half, with more frequent attempts, indicates 
the gravity and seriousness of our great dilemma, and 
wholesale confusion about life, its meaning, its sanctity, 
and its destiny. 

Our world being what it is, Christianity turns to the 
earth's most important forum, the college campus, to sound 
again the age-old truths of God and life. Others have 
come also, not nearly so savory. The Communists, the so­
called "free thinkers," the "sex liberation league," the 
"God is dead" quacks and other groups of like ilk. 
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I have not lived to see and experience what most of 
the other College Presidents have seen and experienced, 
but I have been permitted to see young people in both the 
Christian College atmosphere and the squalid shabbiness 
of a Juvenile Criminal Court. What a contrast! The 
aimlessness, the hopelessness, and the criminality of mul­
tiplied millions of young people stain the honor of a free 
people. Now, I know you are not part of that problem, 
but you must be a part of the solution! 

We have not yet, in my humble judgment, realized how 
late the hour and how deeply this wretchedness cuts through 
our time. Laying no claim to prophetic insight, I am 
nonetheless constrained to express the fearful opinion that 
our own society will likely undergo an occun-ence similar 
to the "Red Guard" violence in Mainland China. That 
spectre provides one stimulus to effort in Christian edu­
cation. 

VALUES 

Lest I get far afield, what are some of the values of 
Christian education as we have defined it? Certainly, a 
conception of some of these values is necessary to explicit 
faith in them. I do not claim to exhaust the catalog. But 
these seem prominent and highly significant. They ought 
to be fostered and furthered on a Christian campus. 

1. A sense of self-worth. 

2. A growth of integrity and honesty. 

3. A vision of purpose in life. 

4. A deepening love for truth. 

5. A sense of call to Service. 

6. A keener appreciation of Life. 
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7. A rising esteem for the Church. 

8. A clearer awareness of destiny. 

9. A devotion to Christ, the perfect. 

10. A more acute concern for the welfare of others. 

11. A Comradeship with Christian fellows. 

12. Sounder basis for making life decisions, 

13. An urge to Excel. 

14. A deep-seated respect for authority of law (school, 
church, government, home, self). 

15. Growing abhorrence of evil. 

16. Biblical orientation of all knowledge. 

17. More intelligent striving to maturity. 

18. Wholesome, growth-encouraging environment. 

19. A growing realization that all men exhibit a strange 
mixture of good and evil tendencies, and an abi lity 
to see good in every man. 

20. Concurrent awareness that man is not a finality but 
a possibility to become and seeing that possibility 
in Him. 

21. Acquisition of a sense of balance and proportion in 
life . 

These are necessa1·ily inter-related. I believe these quali­
t ies and attributes may be more readily attained and as­
similated at a Christian College. Any one who absorbs 
the spirit and genius of Christian College teaching will be 
far more than a "clever Devil" or one having the head 
of a giant and the heart of an ape. 
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The value of Christian education may best be seen by 
contrast with secular education. The problem is this : In­
tellectual knowledge is additive while spiritual knowledge 
is NOT. What this has meant is that in most secular edu­
cation, no clearly definable effort is made to instill eternal 
values in the hearts of students. Thus, each generation 
knows more than the last, but they behave themselves no 
better. One College President remarked, "A MAN IS 
NOT IMPROVED MORALLY SIMPLY BY EDUCATING 
HIM. THE TRAGEDY OF OUR TIME LIES IN THE 
FACT THAT THERE IS LITTLE OR NO CONNECTION 
BETWEEN EDUCATION AND GOODNESS. WE HAVE 
MORE EDUCATED PEOPLE THAN AT ANY TIME IN 
HISTORY, YET OUR HUMANITY IS A DISEASED 
HUMANITY, IN NEED OF SOMETHING SPIRITUAL." 
The irresistible conclusion is that in too many schools, 
students are taught highly specialized areas of knowledge, 
but not an over-all purpose or goal in life. Therefore, 
there is no real perspective - no real standard of values -
no central truth around which this knowledge must be ori­
ented to give it proper meaning. This ALOKE justifies 
and indeed, constitutes the imperative of Christian Col­
leges! 

TESTIMONY 

1. My faith, then, in the values of Christian education 
finds its basis in the Word of God and what it reveals 
about Human nature, about account ability, and from its 
revelation that God's Word will not return unto Him void. 

2. My faith in the values of Christian education is sus­
tained by the great educator, Jesus Christ, who lived the 
manliest of men, the mightiest of the mighty, and the 
purest of the pure, showing for all time what true man­
hood is. 
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3. My faith in its values deepened by personal acquaint­
ance with powerful and able preachers of the gospel and 
Christian businessmen who have left a bit of their lives 
at Christian colleges and have taken much more of Chris­
tian dedication into the work-a-day world about them. 

4. My faith in these values is shored up by what I know 
about Abilene, Fort Worth, Lubbock, Searcy, Arkansas, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and other places where Christian 
colleges exist. I have observed what Christian education 
has wrought in these cities by its great leavening power 
for good, by its enrichment of community life, and by its 
strengthening of institutions of government. 

5. My faith is augmented by what I have seen of strong 
congregations and of strong leadership in the church from 
men trained in Christian colleges. 

6. My faith is fortified by what I have observed in the 
revived mission efforts of the church, the campaigns for 
Christ, the exodus movements stirring our brotherhood, 
most of them fired by men nurtured in education on Chris­
tian College campuses. 

7. My faith is spurred when I behold the plethora of in­
t ellectual cults, rebellious scatterbrains, and the political 
ideologists, all striving with might and main to convert 
the campus and to capture the life and loyalty of the na­
tion's young people. They know better than we that youth 
will shape the future of our world. Thus, even while Cath­
olic schools matriculate their millions, we hobble along 
·with our hundreds. But we are coming! 

8. My faith is buttressed by what mine eyes have seen 
of young people gone to savagery by lack of training, and 
from what I have beheld of other young people, under 
training, growing in character, increasing in usefulness 
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to self and society, and maturing in love, respect and man­
liness. 

9. My faith in the values of Christian education is 
strengthened by men like Don Morris, Athens Pullias, Nor­
vel Young, Clifton Ganus, F. W. Mattox, James Baird. and 
many others who labor in this fertile and fruitful field. 
The long train of men who have gone before, many of whom 
gave their every ounce of devotion to this noble cause. 

10. My faith springs from what I know of young people, 
their vast energy, their love for truth and fair play, their 
devotion to ideals, their sharpness of mind, their red hot 
zeal for a cause, and their responsiveness to noble chal­
lenges. 

11. My faith rests upon the eternal qualities of human 
nature which have been patterned to respond to the call 
to live life on the heights of honor, of usefulness, and of 
l'ighteousness. 

CONCLUSION 

Students of Lubbock Christian College, be immensely­
proud of your place and purpose. Take pride in this fine· 
Christian College and all she upholds. See beyond mere 
men and means to the ideals and principles which under­
gird her. Rest assured in the confidence that material and 
spir itual resources are gathered here which can fit you 
for the life of a King! 

May God of heaven and earth prosper and promote your 
studies and may you execute faithfully the plan He has 
made for your life. May the glad day hasten when good 
men everywhere shall rise up to give their unstinted sup­
port to the extension and expansion of Christ ian Colleges 
everywhere! 

Thank you . 
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