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The populace came to see it. The Jews had a statement, 
"Everyone from six to sixty will follow the marriage 
drum." The Rabbis said a man could 'forsake his study 
of the law to share the joy of the wedding feast." 

Be it remembered, as a rule the wedding was not a sudden 
thing. Rather it was the climaxing event toward which 
they'd worked for quite some time! ''Normally, in the time 
of Jesus, there were three stages in matrimonial proce­
dure."2 Those were: first, the engagement. This was a 
settlement reached by the respective fathers of the bride 
and bridegroom. Next was the betrothal. They had a 
ceremony for this, it was binding, gifts were granted, wit­
nesses confirmed. "The man and the woman were bound 
to one another by the betrothal ceremony, though they were 
not yet actually man and wife; in fact so binding was the 
betrothal that if the man died during the period that it 
lasted the woman was regarded as a widow; the cancelling 
of a betrothal was not permitted; if however, such a thing 
took place, it was parallel to divorce."3 Finally about one 
yenr later the marria.ge. They hardly rushed into the mat­
ter, did they? This was before the time of shotguns. 

The marriage was an interesting event - even as most 
marriages are. (Did you ever notice how the audience sits 
there with that silly, sly grin on their face - just waiting 
for something to go wrong - drop the ring, muff a line or 
trip over the train? "Friends'' - no, more properly sadist! 
Hmmmmmmm. 

In Palestine, for the marriage, the bridegroom would go 
to the prospective father-in-law's house for his bride. In 
route and in waiting he'd be attended by some of his closest 

2. R. V. G. Tasker, The Gospel According tv St. Matthew, Tyndale 
New Testament Commentaries, p. 232. 

3. W. 0. E. Oesterley, The Gospel Parables in the Light of their 
Jewish Background, p. 134. 



Tlm PAR.ABLE OF THE VIRGINS 185 

friends. In this story it was ten virgins. Please notice, 
when Jesus uses imagery to describe His church it's always 
the best - gold, virgins, pearls - never petty, dirty or 
cheap. He constantly shows the high ideal He expected 
His church to have. 

A feast is held at the bride's home. It could last till all 
hours. This one in Matthew 25 lasted until midnight. It 
was the job of the attendants to wait patiently and faith­
fully, being ready, whenever the bridegroom saw fit to re­
turn. 

His return was proceeded with a cry: "Behold the bride­
groom cometh !'' There was nothing frightening about that. 
It was the announcement you were waiting to hear. At 
the front of the Downtown Church's auditorium, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Maxie Lyles introduced me to "Miss 
Alma". I was. invited to guess how old she was. Belying 
her age by way of her looks, the little saint turned out to 
be a spry ninety years old. Immediately she said, "For 
seventy-five I've been working to go to that home I think 
the Master's preparing for me." Do you suppose she'd 
fear the announcement "Behold the bridegroom cometh" -
not at all. Other authorities tell of the cry; listen, "For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of 
God."4 

Immediately the virgins, ten in number, jumped to their 
feet. They'd been "pretty" sleepy. After all the Johnny 
Carson show had just gone off and it's rather hard to stay 
awake during the National Anthem! It was dark, they 
wanted to have the festive lights aglow, so they began the 
trimming of their lamps. 

4. I Thessalonians -i: 16 
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That group of virgins was divided into two groups -
five wise and five foolish. All had lamps, all had purity, 
all had hearing, all had anticipations, all had stations, all 
had access, all had dozed, but only five had oil. That means 
only five had adequate preparation. The Bible records 
J e~ms as saying it's wisdom to prepare; it's fatal foolish­
ness not to repare ! It seems strongly implied that every­
body in the church is not going to hear that "·welcome 
plaudit" ·brethren keep praying about (as often as they do 
my "ready recollection.") Sadly all the folks aren't going 
to make it for all the folks didn't take seriously enough 
the invitation. 

You see, the key to the parable is the first word - THEN! 
We are not the Pepsi, we are the NOW generation. The 
"now" must get ready for the "then". "Now'' is the only 
time - there is no chance after the "then". With fear one 
ready "the door was shut !"5 It's nor or never; it's then 
and those prepared. 

Desperately the foolish said to the wise "give us of your 
oil." The wise answered "not so; lest there be not enough 
for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell and 
buy for yourselves."6 It seems significant that the wise 
didn't pronounce judgement. They didn't say "you haven't 
a chance." They said "Try, go, buy - even at midnight." 
It's the bridegroom that shuts the door; it's the bridegroom 
that says "I know not." The church, even to the last day 
of its existance is not in the judging business - it's in the 
preaching business. Would to God, today's "virgins" would 
leave the consigning to the Bridegroom and pursue even­
gelistically its preaching of salvation as it is so assigned! 
What God does will be right - to Him a man stands or falls. 

5. Matthew 25 :10 
6. Matthew 25:9 
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In the "now" generation Jesus said "I came not to judge 
the world but to save the world."7 "Now Generation'' -
go thou and do likewise. 

But they'd waited too late." They went all right, they 
tried at midnight's witching hour but the clock of prepara­
tion had struck its last tone. Humbly, they were too late. 
Tasker further said, "saving-grace - is a personal posses­
sion and untransferable when the final day of salvation 
comes none can deliver his brother. Each man is in this 
respect the arbiter of his own destiny."8 

The old spiritual went: 

"No one else can go there for you 
You gotta go there by yo'self." 

The honeymoon is now ready - it's at home, not "off" 
somewhere. Heaven's home and home is heaven. The "ready 
folks" go in. It's a "week" of bliss and joy. The late pre­
parers didn't make it. Somethings you can"t do at the 
last minute. Painfully the foolish virgins found out "it 
was too late now to mend their ways and go back to the 
past, too late now to review the situation and determine 
that next time they would be prepared. There was to be 
no next time. The door was shut and shut forever."9 

What's more horrible than finding the closed door? It 
was a door that could have been opened earlier - and was! 
An opportunity was squandered - none to blame but them­
selves ! Shallowness in preparation is exposed - now eter­
nal regret comes. 0 what might have been ! The anguish 
of rememberinJ - this is hell enough! "Imitated Chris­
tianity" will not suffice - there is only one magnetism -

7. John 12 :47 
8. 7'he Gospel According to St. Matthew, p. 234. 
9. Many Things in Parables, p. 179 
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love for the bridegroom - not the preacher, the program 
or the people! It's the tug of Jesus that keeps the heart 
strings tied. Is He real to you - is your faith an inherited 
one? As Jesus asked of Pilate, "Sayest thou this thing of 
thyself or did others tell it thee of me ?"10 

Saints have wailed that song "Are you ready - ready 
for the judgment day?" and though the music and its ren­
dition may lack something to be desired it's still a good 
question? God works very slow it seems - time is nothing 
to Him. Do you use His grace as license to sin?" God 
forbid! Are you waiting until the last minute to make 
your move? If so more than likely you will not have the 
resources at your command. Even of countries Ruskin 
wrote "No nation ever had, or will have, the power of sud­
denly developing under the pressure of necessity f acuities 
it has neglected when it was at ease." Are you thoughtless, 
are you half hearted, are you irresistible, are you luke 
warm? That door will one day shut! 

Change now to then - suppose today is "then" - where 
do you stand? Just like at the Supper when Jesus said one 
would betray him, uncertainty swept the group as they 
asked, "Is it. I ?"11 Modesty and honesty make all feel in._ 
secure. Could you openly pray David's prayer when he 
said "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me and 
know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in thy way everlasting."12 

Will you let the door close? What opportunities have 
you already wasted? What deed did you not do, thanks 
did you grant, skill you did not acquire? 

10. John 18:34 
11. Mark 14: 19 
12. Psalms 139 :23-24 
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The five foolish were Jost, they were unprepared. Pusey 
wrote "no soul will ever be lost which has not had the 
Father throw His arms around him and look into his face 
with eyes of love, and yet has deliberately rejected Him." 
Are you in that category - do you care? 

Jesus wants you as a part of Him. He likens the church 
to His bride. "The marriage relation is the most tender, 
firm, endearing of any known on earth, and so on this 
account it fitly represents the union of the believers to 
Christ."13 But Jesus does not want this sacred union with 
strangers or with the careless. 

Jesus closed by saying "Watch." Are you watching? 
Have you confessed that faith in Jesus as Savior, repented 
of sins, and been immersed into Him? Are you faithful? 
If neither of the above, will you do something about it? 

In respect of the "then" will you "now" obey? God bless 
you in doing it.. Heaven awaits those "that are ready." 
"Those who have not made their calling sure will be shut 
out."14 From the parable it is learned there comes "a time 
when prayer even to Jesus may be too late."15 

QUESTIONS 

1. Did you ever read about a wedding in which the bride is not 
mentioned? 

2. Was she mentioned in Matthew 25? 

3. Can you tell the difference in the Palestine custom for a wedding 
and one of ours? 

13. Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament, Matthew-1Uark, p. 
264 

14. Pulpit Commentary, Gospel According to Matthew, p. 475. 
15. Adam Clark, Clark's Commentary, Matthew - Acts, Volume 5, 

p. 239. 
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4. What is a betrothal? 

5. On the day of the wedding itself outline the procedure. 

6. What was the task of the attendants? 

7. Name some figures Jesus used to describe His church. 

8. Will everyone be saved? Everyone in the church? Why? 

9. Will there always be time to prepare? 

10. Is righteousness transferable? 

11. Who opens and shuts the door? 

12. Have you wasted some opportunities? Name some. 

13. Why were five pure virgins shut out - immorality or neglect? 

14. What one word did Jesus give as a word of caution? 
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I NTRODUCTION: 

1. Setting of the parable in Matthew 25. 
2. The text of the parable. 
3. Five words tell the message of the parable. They are: 

I. STEWARDSHIP . 
A. Definitions. 

1. Talent. 

2. Stewardship. 
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B. What has God placed in our hands? 
1. E.verything of any value. 
2. Money. 
3. 'rime. 
4. Children. 
5. Vocation. 
6. The gospel and the church. 

II. ABILITY. 
A. All men do have differences. 
B. God has different standard of success. 
C. The Lord gives us what we are able to handle. 

III. FAITHFUL. 
A. "Required in stewards." 
B. What was it that made the two servants faithful? 

IV. UNPROFITABLE. Why? 
A. Wicked. 
B. Slothful. 
C. Afraid. 
D. Lord knows our fear and pride but still wants job done. 

V. REW ARDS. Mathematical. 
A. l\lultipJication. 
B. Subtraction. 

CONCLUSION: 
1. Must start where we are, with what we are, with what we 

have. 
2. What shall it be for us when the Lord comes again? 

INTRODUCTION 

The parable of the talents, found in Matt. 25: 14-30, is 
in a setting of parables and predictions of the last things 
when Christ comes in his glory. The parable of the virgins, 
immediately preceding this one, begins, "Then shall the 
kingdom of heaven be likened unto ... " The "for" of verse 
14 then likens the kingdom unto a man, who, 

going into another country, called his own servants, and 
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delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one; to each according 
to his several ability; and he went on his journey. Straight­
way he that received the five talents went and traded with 
them, and made other five talents. In like manner he also 
that received the two gained other two. But he that received 
the one went away and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's 
money. Now after a long time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and maketh a reckoning with them. And he that 
receh-ed the five talents came and brought other five talents, 
saying, Lord thou deliveredst unto me five talents: lo, I have 
gained other five talents. His lord said unto him, Well done, 
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful ovPr a 
few things, I will set thee over many things; enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord. And he also that received the two talents 
came and said, Lord thou deliveredst unto me two talents: 
Jo, I have gained other two talents. His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. And he also that had received 
the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou 
art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, and 
gathering where thou didst not scatter; and I was afraid, 
and went away and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, thou 
hast thine own. But his lord answered and said unto him, 
'fhou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap 
where I sowed not, and gather where I did not scatter; thou 
oughtest therefore to have put my money tu the bankE>rs, 
and at my coming I should have received back mine own 
with interest. Take ye away therefore the talent from him, 
and give it unto him that hath the ten talents. For unto 
every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abun­
dancP.: but from him that hath not, even that which he hath 
shall be taken away. And cast ye out the unprofitable serv­
ant into thr. outer darkness: there shall be the weeping and 
the gnashing of teeth. 

193 

Five words explain the message of this parable. The 
first is 
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STEWARDSHIP 

The lord "delivered (entrusted, RSV) to them his goods." 

Definitions 
First of all, what were the "goods" delivered? In most 

English translations they are called "talents," a practice 
which is puzzling to many in view of this word's modern 
meaning. In our most common use today it means ability, 
power, or natural endowment. Originally, it was "a bal­
ance, then, a talent .in weight, was hence a sum of money 
in gold or silver equivalent to a talent."1 The value of a 
talent of silver, for example, in New Testament times, has 
been variously estimated at from one thousand to two thou­
sand dollars. Using the lower figure, and assuming the 
coin to have been silver ( vss. 18 and 27 plainly call it "mon­
ey") , one servant had five thousand dollars, another two 
thousand, and the other one thousand. It was money, then, 
that the slaves had delivered to them, not abilities. The 
money received by each was in proportion to the ability 
which he already possessed ( vs. 15). 

Secondly, what do we mean by "steward"? Vine says 
it "primarily denoted the manager of a household or estate 
••• " 2 It came to mean anyone to whom something had been 
committed to be used for the owner's benefit. What the 
servants of our parable had to use did not belong to them 
- it belonged to their lord. Thus, when they received the 
money they received a trust. The Revised Standard Ver­
sion uses the word "entrusted" instead of "delivered." 

When I was a young man in Junior High School, my dad 
left me certain responsibilities when he would go to work. 
He worked the second shift as a Railroad Telegrapher and 

1. W. E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Vol. 
IV (Westwood, N. J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1958), p. 108. 

2. Ibid., p. 74. 
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I only saw him on Saturdays and Sundays. Once in a 
while he would leave me notes lying on the floor, just inside 
the entrance to our house, and I dreaded to see those notes! 
They usually said something like, "Bill, I want you to hoe 
all the rows of peas and onions in the garden this after­
noon." Now I knew that this was a responsibility entrusted 
to me. The garden and all that the garden meant to our 
economy was entrusted to my care for a short period of 
time. I knew that when my dad returned he would expect 
to see some improvement in the possessions which had been 
entrusted to my care. This is stewardship: having com­
mitted into our keeping something that belongs to some­
body else with the expectation by the owner that there will 
be a proper and a faithful and an honest use of what has 
been placed in our hands. 

What Has God Placed in Our Hands? 
Now what has God placed in our keeping? Well, the list 

is so long we could not begin to even mention all of it. 
As a matter of fact, we might ask what good thing we have 
which is not from God (see James 1:17). Concerning vari­
ous spiritual giits, Paul wrote to the Corinthians something 
which in principle applies to physical gifts as well: "For 
who maketh thee to differ? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? but if thou didst receive it, why dost thou 
glory as if thou hadst not received it?" (I Cor. 4: 7). 

Like the slaves of the parable, we, too, have received 
money - money to use for the glory of Our Lord and the 
increase of his kingdom, money to spend for our families' 
needs, money to invest in the eternal souls of men. What 
profit shall our Lord have? 

The precious commodity time has been measured out to 
each of us. Time is money, and time is life, because time 
is consumed in the making of money and the living of life. 
When I steal a man's time I steal his money and his life. 
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What right do any of us have to waste our own time, much 
less that of another? "Pastime" is sloth, and "killing time" 
is wickedness. What profit shall our Lord have on his 
time? 

Our children have been placed in our hands. As parents, 
we are stewards over our children. We have children to 
mold, to shape, to teach, to train, to care for, to bring up 
"in the chastening and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6: 4), 
children for whom we must insure a future, a future in­
sured against the heartaches and horrors of a profligate life, 
a future insured against shame and uselessness. • This is 
why we must go beyond putting food on the table and clothes 
on their backs and have the courage to stand for the "old 
morality" when youth is wooed by the new. Stewards of 
children can do no less, and we are stewards of our children. 

Placed in our keeping are vocations, jobs by which we 
help to produce a livelihood. These jobs have been given us 
by the Lord of heaven. Who gave you existence, time, op­
portunity, health, the set of circumstances which enabled 
you to get that job? Have you ever analyzed the vocational 
makeup of the church of which you are a member? The 
potential to be used for the spread of the kingdom will amaze 
you! 

Among the fifty members 'of the little "mission" congre­
gation for which I preach, there are an architect, a farmer, 
a sign painter, a district manager of a retail store chain, 
a television station manager, a watchmaker, a district cred­
it bureau salesman, two university teachers, an engraver, 
an attendant of retarded people, head of university student 
housing, a painter with rental property, five college stu­
dents, and a preacher! It's frightening when we consider 
so much to work with in the light of the little accomplished. 
God gave you a vocation. What profit can he expect? 
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The gospel of Jesus Christ and his church have been 
placed in our keeping - we have been entrusted with them. 
We must "handle aright the word of truth" (II Tim. 2: 15) 
and "behave" ourselves "in the house of God" (I Tim. 3: 15). 
Along with every native ability, we have been blessed with 
"all things that pertain unto life and godliness" (II Pet. 
1: 3) and "every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places" 
( Eph. 1: 3). And now we have been ushered into the most 
exciting age of man's history, when, in spite of our culture's 
cracking seams, the Lord's people have the opportunity to 
offer not only what the world needs but what many in the 
world are searching for: a cert.ain answer amidst a storm 
of uncertain sounds. 

While some speak of a "God-emeritus"3 gospel of Secu­
larism, others speak of a "Post-Denominational Christian­
ity,"4 both of which are fertile fields for the restoration 
of "New Testament Christianity" ! 'l"he shallow "this­
agism" of the secularist is all too unsatisfying to the man 
on the street who knows he won't live forever on this earth. 
Denominational loyalties are not what they used to be and 
changes in the creeds only emphasize their weaknesses. 
The time is right for the acceptance of undenominational 
Christianity and we have a headstart on the rest of the 
world in implementing the undenominational pleas. Twin 
questions are: ( 1) Will we practice what we preach?; 
(2) Will the Lord realize a profit from our knowledge of 
the gospel and his church? 

ABILITY 

The second word which describes the parable of the 
talents is "ability." The record says, "to each according 

3. R. Benjamin Ga1·rison, Creeds in Collision (Nashville: Abington 
Press, 1967), pp. 13-26. 

4. D. Elton Trueblood, "Post-Denominational Christianity,'' Chris­
tianity Today, Vol. XII, No. 4 (November 24, 1967), p. 3. 



198 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

to his several ability." The word in the original text which 
is translated "ability" is the word for "power" and is the 
same one used in Rom. 1: 16, " ... the gospel: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation." 

All Men Are Different 

All men do not have the same power, the same abilities. 
They are all created equal insofar as acceptability with 
God is concerned but they are not created with equal power. 
It is important that we recognize the inherent differences 
in the abilities of men in order that we might properly 
evaluate our own worth. If we do not acknowledge these 
variations then we find ourselves either feeling inferior 
because we did not measure up to someone else's accom­
plishment or we may be inclined to feel superior because 
we did more than another. Both attitudes are wrong and 
will hinder our work for the Lord. 

God Has a Different Measure of Success 

God has a different standard of success than we do. He 
does not measure us by another's ability - either as 
churches or as individuals. Nor does he measure us by the 
a1,erage. We may be below or above the average in ability, 
but God judges us by what our abilities are - we are no 
better or worse because of what someone else is able to do. 
We begin and end life with the question, "What did I start 
with?", or, "What could we have become had we allowed 
the Lord to direct?", or "What could we have done?" 

Paul stated the principle clearly when he wrote to the 
Corinthians about their giving, "if the readiness is there, 
it is acceptable according as a man hath, not according as 
he hath not" (II Cor. 8: 12). The Lord gives us what we 
are able to handle. Fret not because of what you do not 
have, but use wisely what you do have. This is what the 
Lord expects. 
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FAITHFUL 

The third part of the parable of the talents is expressed 
in the word faithful, "thou hast been faithful . .. " The word 
means trustwo-rtliy or true to the trust placed in one. 

Required of Stewards 

Obviously, when one commits his possessions to someone 
else he expects him to be true to the trust placed in him. 
Thus~ Paul writes, in I Cor. 4: 2, "it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful." 

The Standa1·d of Faithfulness 

What was it that made two of the servants faithful? 
Was it that they started with more money than the third? 
No, because the first started with more than the second 
and yet both were called .faithful. Was it that they started 
with more ability? No, because all three differed here, 
also. Was it that they ended up with more money, or 
ended up with more ability? Or was it that the first two 
used the ability they had? The poor widow (Mk. 12: 42) 
gave "more than all" because she gave what she had. Mary 
of Bethany (Mk. 14: 3) was immortalized because she did 
"what she could." The messag·e is clear: faithfulness de­
pends not upon what we have, where we are, who we are 
or what power has been allotted to us, but how we use 
those things for the Master's profit. 

UNPROFITABLE 

The fourth word that tells the story of the talent is un­
profi.table - "cast ye out the unprofitable servant." Now 
the people of Jesus' day knew what he was talking about. 
It was no more logical to keep a non-producing member 
of one's working staff then than it is now. The lord of 
the parable had some pretty up-to-date reasons for regard-



200 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

ing the servant as unprofitable, too. What was it that made 
him unprofitable? 

Wicked 

The master said the servant who- buried his talent was 
wicked. Why? Well, for one thing, he offered an insult 
as an excuse for not doing what his master obviously 
wanted him to do. He said, "I knew you were a hard man, 
Lord. and you reap where you don't sow and you gather 
where you don't scatter, so I hid your talent and here it 
is intact, just like you gave it to me." You see, he tries to 
lay all the blame for his sloth on the lord, as if to say, 
''Since you're the kind of man you are, Lord, I couldn't do 
anything other than what I did." But if that were true, 
how did the other two servants fare so well? 

Did you ever hear anyone say, when he grew weary in 
well doing, "The way is too hard, I just can't live up to 
it, so I'm not trying any more"? It sounds like, "Lord, 
you just expect too much and you're just pretending to 
give me a chance. You're going to take it all away from 
me anyway." The Lord says, "That's a wicked man talk­
ing! If I had not known you could be profitable to me, I 
would not have left my talent with you in the first place." 
We sometimes insult the intelligence of our Lord. He knew 
what he was doing when he put us here and he expects us 
to produce for him. To make insulting excuses is to be 
a wicked slave. 

Slothful 

The second reason the servant was unprofitable was that 
he was sloth,fu,l. That word means lazy. What was lazy 
about the man? He saved the money, didn't he? Yes, but 
he did not do anything with it. It is a whole lot easier to 
sit on our blessings than to use them. What good does it 
do for us to be the tenth largest religious group in America 
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if even America is not hearing the gospel? What good 
does it do for us to be educated if we sit in our ivory palaces 
and write about things the masses cannot even understand? 
What good does it do for us to have a well-paid "ministry" 
and beautiful buildings if we are only talking to ourselves? 
We hear and read a lot these days about going "where the 
action is,'' but it may just be a lot of talk when most of 
our people never get outside of four or five southern states, 
and when most of them think the noblest concept of a 
Christian is one who attends services every Sunday morn­
ing! And that brings us to the next reason this servant 
was unprofitable - he was 

Afraid. 

He was unprofitable because he was afraid of failures 
and its consequences. He feared facing his master with 
the bad news that he had lost the talent. He took no risk, 
he had no faith, he trusted not his master's judgment. His 
lord expected him to have more courage than that. And, 
after all, what right did he have to do otherwise? He was 
a slave. If the lord wanted to risk his money with the 
servant, that was the lord's business and the lord's respon­
sibility. The servant was only responsible for doing his 
best with what he had. But he was paralyzed by fear. 

We are too often shackled by fear. We are afraid to 
knock on a door for fear of being rebuffed and having our 
pride wounded. We are afraid to teach a class because 
we are afraid of the children or the questions they might 
ask. We are afraid to give more money to the work of 
the Lord because we do not trust his promise to care for 
our needs. We are afraid to build a building for fear of 
not being able to pay for it. We are afraid to ask for help 
when we get in trouble for fear of being turned down, and 
that would hurt our pride. 
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We are afraid to go on television and radio with the 
gospel, or conduct a meeting, or advertise in the newspaper 
or help the needy because we are fearful that it will not 
bring the desired results. Or, worse yet, we may be just 
afraid of what some brethren will say about us! Brethren, 
the Lord knov1s all about our silly pride and our withering 
fears but he has put his talents into our hands in spite of 
how well he knows us ! He still chooses to get his work 
done through imperfect humanity, he still wants the job 
done. All he asks of us is that we do what we are ABLE 
- HE will do the rest! 

Jesus said, "He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same beareth much fruit: for apart from me ye can do 
nothing" (,John 15: 5); " ... lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28: 20); "But seek ye 
first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6: 33). It is the 
acceptance of these promises that makes the difference be­
tween faith and fear, success and failure, profitable and 
unprofitable. 

REWARDS 

The rewards of service, or the lack of it, are "mathemati­
cal." When we use God's blessings we do not wind up 
with only what we started - it is multiplied. The lord of 
the parable said, "Well done, good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee 
over many things ... '' and "take ye away therefore the 
talent from him, and give it unto him that hath the ten 
talents." And the proverb was fulfilled which said, "Unto 
every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abun­
dance: but from him that hath not, even that which he 
hath shall be taken away." 

Just here Paul's statement to the Corinthians (II Cor. 
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9: 10) is especially meaningful: "And he that supplieth 
seed to the sower and bread for food, shall supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness." God is the one who supplies the seed 
( in this case, money) for sowing in the first place, and as 
we "sow" he multiplies the seed so we can do more, and, 
as if that were not enough, he also increases the results 
(fruits) of our righteous use of his possessions! Brethren, 
isn't it time we quit arguing with God? Do we believe 
this principle or not? We either trust the Lord to do 
what we cannot or we fall into the category of "unprofit­
able servant" and the same thing said to him will be said 
to us. I do not have to see the outcome of my effort, God 
does not make me responsible for the outcome - He is the 
one who takes care of that! 

But for the unprofitable servant there is subtraction: 
"take ye away therefore the talent from him ... ,'' "from 
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken 
away." This last paradoxical statement simply means that 
we use what we have or even that will be taken away. The 
message is clear: use it or lose it, give it to keep it, get 
busy or get out! 

To the faithful servant, the lord says, "enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord." The slave now shares the same joys 
as his master. To the unprofitable servant, he says, "cast 
ye out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: 
there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.'' This 
slave must become more slavish. 

CONCLUSION 

We must start where we are, with what we are, with 
what we have. What will it be when our Lord comes again? 
"Well done, good and faithful servant," or, "Thou wicked 
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and slothful servant"? You may want to answer that 
question right now. 

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. What is the subject of the context of this parable? 

2. What is the meaning of the word "talent" as used in the scrip-
ture? 

3. What is the meaning of the word "steward" as used in scripture? 

4. Were "abilities" distributed by the lord of the parable? 

5. List five things God has placed in our hands to use for him. 

6. How might the job of an architect be used by a "profitable serv­
ant? 

7. What two conditions in the religious world today make the res­
toration plea so pertinent? 

8. How does God measure "success"? 

9. Does faithfulness depend upon what we start with? 

10. Why was the unprofitable servant wicked? 

11. How was his fear a reflection on the integrity of his lord? 

12. Where is the real source of strength for becoming a profitable 
servant? 

13. How were the rewards of the parable "mathematical"? 

14. Do you believe God multiplies our resources today, when we use 
them properly? Why? 

15. What do .you think is the main lesson of the parable of the 
talents? 
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OUTLINE 

INTRODUCTION 

I. A LITTLE ORPHAN GIRL WAS UNWANTED. 
A. She wrote a letter. 
B. It said, "I love you.'' 

II. GOD IS ALWAYS SAYING "I LOVE YOU." 
A. God shows His love in many ways. 

BODY 

B. The cross of Christ is the supreme manifestation of God's 
love. 

C. The cross would be meaningless without the second coming 
of Christ. 

I. THE BIBLE SAYS i\lUCH ABOUT THE RETURN OF CHRIST 
A. Christ speaks of the characteristics of His return. 
B. On the occasion there will be three events blended into one. 
C. This will be the day of judgment. 
D. Peter tells of personal responsibility. 

1. God is always watching. 
2. Preparation is necessary. 
a. Peter speaks in calm language. 

II. THREE MAJOR CHARACTERISTICS ARE TO BE 
PRESENT IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

A. Holy living and godliness. 
1. We are strangers and pilgrims. 
2. Example of G. Q. Lipscomb. 

B. Found in peace. 
1. Peace is used in a wide sense. 
2. Our aspirin age. 
3. Example from James Barrie. 
4. True peace is possible only through Christ. 

C. Live without spot. 
1. We are to be like Christ. 
2. Dust gets into life. 
3. God's answer to man's dilemma. 

CONCLUSION 
I. GOD GIVES US THE QUESTIONS IN ADVANCE. 

II. THE RETURN OF CHRIST IS A HAPPY THOUGHT. 
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She was a little girl living in an orphanage. She was an 
unwanted little girl. No one loved her. No one ever came 
to visit her. No. one seemed to care. Even the matron 
of the orphanage manufactured excuses to send the little 
girl away from the home, trying every conceivable way to 
get her transferred to some other institution in the state. 

One morning this unwanted little girl wrote a short let­
ter. She sealed it in an envelope; but instead of dropping 
it in the mailbox, she brought it down to the hedge sur­
rounding the lawn of the orphanage. In that hedge she 
carefully placed her note. All the while, the matron o.f the 
orphanage was watching her with suspicious eyes. She 
thought to herself, "Aha, now this is my chance to send 
her away, because it is against the rules to send out any 
letter that I have not censored.'' 

After the little girl had gone back to her room, the ma­
tron ran down to the hedge to retrieve the letter. Return­
ing to her office, she opened the letter and read this mes­
sage: "To anyone who reads this, I want you to know how 
much I love you." 

God is always saying, "I love you." "Behold, what man­
ner of love," writes John, "the Father hath bestowed upon 
us" (I John 3: 1). The apostle Paul says much about the 
love of God. "God, who is rich in mercy, for the great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead through 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ" (Ephe­
sians 2: 4-5) . Paul begins the Roman letter, "To all that 
be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father" (Romans 1:7). 

GOD SHOWS HIS LOVE 

God's love is exemplified in many ways. By creating the 
world, by sustaining it, by giving us life and breath, by sur-
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rounding us with wonderful people and experiences, God 
shows His love. The great outpouring of His mercy, how­
ever, is in the giving of Jesus Christ to die upon the cross 
for our sins. Paul uses the strongest possible terms to 
emphasize the fact when he says, "God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our: Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucfied unto me, and I unto the world" ( Gala­
tians 6: 14). 

All the great events of the gospel yield to the cross. The 
incarnation was preparation for the cross. The transfigu­
ration foreshadowed the cross. The resurrection was the 
complement of the cross. Pentecost was the first fruits of 
the cross. All the great doctrines of grace revolve around 
the cross. Our new life with its peace that passes under­
standing and its joy which is rich and ever-abiding is born 
in the cross. Our slave chains are snapped at the cross. 
The darkness of eternity is irradiated at the cross. 

THE ONE GREAT EVENT 

The cross of Christ would have no meaning, however, 
if it were not for the resurrection and the ascension of 
Christ into heaven. Then what? Does this mean the end? 
No. Luke writes of the ascension, "And while they were 
looking steadfastly into the heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; Who also said, "Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? this same 
Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye behold him going into heaven" 
(Acts 1: 10-11). The return of Christ, or His second com­
ing, is the ·great culmination of all things. Unless we be­
lieve that Christ is going to return, we cannot believe in 
the power of the cross. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson refers to the second coming of 
Christ as "That one far-off event to which the whole crea-
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tion moves." Either reproducing the thought he had heard 
from Jesus (Matthew 24:3) or echoing the words of Paul 
(I Thessalonians 5: 2) the apostle Peter declares Christ will 
come suddenly when men are not looking for Him. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF RETURN 

As Jesus talks about His second coming, He talks of the 
suddenness of His appearance, the brevity of duration, and 
the fact that it will come without any preceding indica­
tions. The second coming of Christ will be an event, not a 
process. He will come in the midst of normal movements of 
human life. All of the destinies that the coming of Christ 
holds for men is determined and allotted so quickly that no 
human movement may take place. 

Someone says that in the New Testament, the second com­
ing of Christ is mentioned once in every twenty-five verses. 
I do not know if this is true, but certainly the Bible has 
much to say about the return of Christ. The "Day of the 
Lord" is the day when He shall appear in the clouds on the 
occasion of His second coming for the purpose of raising 
the dead and the general judgment. "Marvel not at this," 
says Jesus, "for the hour cometh, in which all that are in 
the tomb shall hear his voice, And they shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment'' 
(John 5: 28-29). The second coming of Christ, the resur­
rection, and the general judgment are three events blended 
into one. They will all be characterized by suddenness, un­
expectedness, brevity of duration, and great significance to 
mankind. 

The Day of Judgment 

All scripture declares that at the second coming of Christ, 
there will be the resurrection of the dead and the day of 
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judgment. This is the event when all the intelligent and 
accountables shall be summoned into the divin~ presence. 
This is the teaching of both the Old and the New Testa­
ment. Solomon says, "This is the end of the matter. All 
have heard: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for 
this is he whole duty of man. For God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it 
be good or whether it be evil" (Ecclesiastes 12: 18-14). 
Daniel declares, "And many of them that sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. And they that are wise 
8hall shine in the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn to righteousness as the star forever and ever" 
( Daniel 12: 2-8). 

Christ pictures this inescapable event by saying, "When 
the son of man shall come in his glory, and all of his holy 
angels with him, then sha11 he sit upon the throne of his 
glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations; and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from his goats'' (Matthew 25: 81-82). 
"F'or it is written," writes Paul, "As I live, sayeth the Lord, 
every knee shall bow to me and every tongue shall confess 
to God. So then everyone of us shall give an account of 
himself to God"' (Romans 14: 11-12). 

Personal Responsibility 

The apostle Peter places special emphasis upon the type 
of life we should live because of the second coming of 
Christ. "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief," writes 
Peter, "in which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, 
and the earth and the works that are in them shall be burned 
up. Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, 
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what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and 
godliness" (II Peter 3: 10-11). 

A motorist came to a long narrow bridge where a sign 
read, "No Passing on Bridge." A slow driver just in front 
of him wore his patience thin, almost to the point of exas­
peration. He swung his car into the other lane, and glared 
at the slow driver as he passed him.· A highway patrolman 
at the end of the bridge signaled him to stop. Said the offi­
cer, "You saw the sign, 'No Passing,' didn't you ?" Replied 
the motorist, "Certainly." 

"Well, then why did you pass that car?" asked the police­
man. 

"Officer, to be very frank, I didn't expect you to be stand­
ing at the end of the bridge," was his subdued reply. 

God stands across life's short span. God knows what 
we are thinking. He knows what we are doing. He knows 
the way we are living. He has told us He will send Christ 
to the earth. As sure as Christ arose from the dead and 
ascended unto heaven, He will return. It is our responsi­
bility to make preparation. 

Preparation is Necessary 

We readily recognize the truth of Cicero's statement, 
"In all matters, before beginning a diligent preparation 
should be made." Preparation is the act of making ready 
for some. special use, purpose, condition or goal. Nothing 
of great importance ever happens by accident or mere 
chance. The careless assumption that life demands no 
preparation is not a part of the teaching of the New Testa­
ment. A romantic assumption that God will do for us 
what we ought to do for ourselves is not the teaching of 
Jesus. 
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Successful results always come because of planning and 
preparation. Before the farmer sows the seed, the ground 
must be ready. The doctor is not allowed to operate until 
he has completed his course of study, internship, and has 
made the necessary arrangements for the operation. Be­
fore a painter starts to paint a building, the scaffold must 
be erected. A teacher must meet the qualifications given 
by the Board of Education before he will be certificated 
to teach. The pitcher must warm up before he goes to 
the mound. Likewise Amos says, "Therefore thus will I 
do unto thee, 0 Israel: and because I will do this unto 
thee, prepare to meet thy God" (Amos 4: 12). 

Calm Waiting 

As the apostle Peter speaks of the second coming of 
Christ and the momentous events accompanying it, he does 
so in a calm, deliberate manner. There is nothing sensa­
tional or fanatical in the apostle's language. He does not 
want us to live life trembling in paralyzing fear, or to be 
bound by mystical asceticisms. Jesus tells the story of 
ten bridesmaids who go forth to meet the bridegroom and 
to escort him to the house of his bride. Oriental weddings 
are celebrated by night. Each bridesmaid carries a staff 
at whose top is a brazen bowl filled with rags and oil for 
a lamp. The bridegroom's journey being delayed, they fix 
their lamps in the ground, and they wait. (Matthew 25: 1-
13) . Jesus says both the wise and foolish young women 
fell asleep while they were waiting. As Jesus recounts 
this, He does it without any criticism. We must not, there­
fore, think of the wise young ladies as spendi~g their time 
only praying and singing songs. Jesus says they were 
asleep. 

The point is the wise ones among them lie down to sleep 
because they know they do not have to force the bride-
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groom to come. They have made the proper preparations 
and are doing the normal, natural things of life until the 
bridegroom comes. The return of Christ is not designed 
to fill us with fear and to interrupt the normal activities 
of everyday life. It is to be sure that we live our life in 
such a way His coming will mean favor; that all of our 
life is included in the framework of Jesus Christ. "And 
whatsoever ye do," says Paul, "in word or in deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him;' (Colossians 3: 17). 

THREE WAYS TO PREPARE 

There are at least three specific things which Peter 
enumerates. In II Peter 3, the apostle points to the char­
acteristics of the Christian !if e essential to readiness for 
the return of Christ. Actually, in a sense, these are a 
summary of the Christian life, because all of our life is 
to be lived in a preparation to meet God. God has given 
us the standard and direction by which we are to live. He 
is the creator, we are the creature. He is infinite, we are 
finite. Paul asks the question, "Nay but, 0 man, who art 
thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?" 
(Romans 9:20). The word of God, upon any subject, 
should be enough. Here are at least three things which 
Peter says must characterize our life in view of the coming 
of Christ. 

Holy Living and Godliness 

First, he says, Christians should be characterized by 
"holy living and Godliness." The thought implies that the 
belief in the transitoriness of all that seems most enduring 
upon the earth should lead as a necessary consequence to 
a life resting on the eternal realities of truth and holiness. 
"For our citizenship is in heaven," writes Paul, "whence 
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also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 
3: 20). Moffatt translates, "We are a colony of heaven." 
We are not destined to live on the earth forever. We must 
then live life in view of death, the judgment, and the second 
coming of Chdst, and face these three in view of eternity. 

"These all died in faith," says the Hebrew writer, "not 
having received the promises, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that 
say such things make it manifest that they are seeking 
after a country of their own. And if indeed they had 
been mindful of that country from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But now they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God: for h-e hath pre­
pared for them a city" (Hebrews 11: 13-16). 

Brother G. Q. Lipscomb, long-time elder of the Waverly­
Belmont Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee, a 
nephew of David Lipscomb, died on November 14, 1967. 
While preaching for the Waverly-Belmont congregation, 
one of the many wonderful things which happened to me 
was the opportunity of being closely associated with this 
great Christian gentleman. 

On~ evening, Brother Lipscomb said with the usual 
twinkle in his eye, "I have a sermon topic for you next 
Sunday." "Fine," I said. 

"I got it from a crossword puzzle," he replied. 

"What is it?" I asked. 

"It is 'What on Earth are You Doing for Heaven's 
Sake?'" 

When I was called on to preach his funeral, I talked 
about what he did on earth for the sake of heaven. For, 
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in my estimation, he lived life in view of eternity. Every­
thing he did was, in a sense, a preparation for heaven. 
This should characterize the life of every Christian. "While 
we look not at the things which are seen," writes Paul, 
"but at the things which are not seen" for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal" (II Cor. 4: 18). 

Found In Peace 

Because Christ is coming back, in the second place, we 
are told to live in peace. "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for these things, give diligence that ye may be 
found in peace" (II Peter 3: 14). Men should be diligent 
or be earnest to be found in peace when Christ comes. 
There may be a faint trace of our Lord's words in this. 
"Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing'' (Matthew 24:46). Peace, used in its 
widest sense, includes every element of blessedness; peace 
with God, and therefore, peace with man. The peace which 
Christ gives, not as the world gives (John 14:27). We 
need to have the peace which passes understanding (Phil. 
4:7). 

Our age has been described as the "aspirin age." It has 
been pictured as a headache standing on a busy street­
corner. The vile, vulgar, and vicious are constantly pa­
raded by the mass means of communication. The strain 
and stress of living is tearing many lives to pieces. 

James Barrie, in his Dear Brutus portrays a group of 
unhappy, disillusioned people in an English home. If only 
the setting of their lives were different. If only they had 
other talents and other works to do, then they would know 
happiness and peace. The butler is sure he would be happy 
if he had been a financier; the sculptor is positive he would 
have great joy if he had only been a painter. So the hostess 



IN VIEW OF THE SECOND COMING . . . 217 

arranges for them to change to the status in which they 
believe they would find happiness. The sculptor becomes 
a painter, the butler becomes a financier and so on. The 
fact is, however, that the sculptor on becoming a painter 
loses all sense of genius and inspiration. The butler has 
become rich, but his great riches have made his coa1·se and 
crude. In the end, they all revert to the same status of 
unhappiness and disillusionment with which they had come 
to the English home; and James Barrie concludes, "The 
fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves." 

It is significant that an age which is seeking to throw 
off restraints and is looking for unlimited pleasure has 
found the opposite. Those who seek serenity by tranquil­
izing pills, sleeping on foam rubber mattresses, and buying 
peace-of-mind books have yet to learn that the sooner they 
stop trifling with the word of God, the sooner will they 
experience those inner resources of peace which come 
through obedience to the will of God alone. 

In our time, we do not need programs but people -
people with enough self-respect to be servants of the eter­
nal purpose rather than straws in the wind of circumstance. 
It is only when we 'let go'' and "Let God" that peace can 
come into our lives. Education may rationalize life. Gov­
ernment may nationalize life. Business may mechanize 
life, but only Christ can spiritualize life and give it peace. 

The ultimate question life asks of each of us is not if 
we can play bridge, baseball, or the stockmarket, but how 
well we have built our life. If a man does not build life 
upon God, he will have nothing under him which can sus­
tain. The first puff of pain, the first unexpected shift in 
plans, will break him to pieces. We need to be consciously 
alert to see that no insidious depressing fear or fault finds 
its way into our life. Life, dominion, happiness, and peace 
are given by God to those who consistenly obey him. 
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Live With.o'U,t a Spot 

In the third place, Peter tells us that we are to live with­
out spot and blameless (II Peter 3: 14). These words are 
nearly identical with those which describe the character 
of Christ as a lamb without blemish and without spot (I 
Peter 1: 19). Because we expect the coming of Christ, we 
should be like Him in our lives. 

A maid was called to account for her slovenly work by 
her employer. Pointing to a dust-covered table, the lady 
said, "I can write my name in dust there." "Isn't that 
wonderful?" said the maid, "That's more than I can do. 
It just goes to show what an education will do for you." 

The challenge to live a Christ-like life is great indeed. 
It is easy to get dust into life. We realize there is no 
right way to do a wrong thing. Sin always separates us 
from Christ and from a rich and fulfilling life. There is, 
however, a deep gulf between what we are and what we 
ought to be. There are times when we do not enjoy being 
in our own company or feel a particular fondness for our­
selves. There are days we would like to pass over, instances 
we would like to erase. Shakespeare makes Hamlet say, 
"O God. I could imagine myself king of the universe if I 
did not have such dark hours." There are decisions we 
should not have made. There are friendships we should 
have broken. In many ways, we are not like Christ. 

CONCLUSION 

God's Answer 

What has the gospel to say to the dilemma which we 
face? If you take time to read the Gospels, you will soon 
discover that they begin by saying that you should learn 
to live with your limitations. Realize the fact that life 
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has its imperfectfo.ns. There they are, and you can't es­
cape them. You cannot rid the world· of cancer, rattle­
snakes, and hate by saying they do not exist. But it is 
amazing what can be achieved through a complete sub­
mission of your life to Christ. There are inner resources 
which can release unbelievable power, so that what appears 
to be a failure may ultimately prove to be the basis of 
success. 

How is it possible to live without spot and blemish? How 
can we stand undefiled and blameless? It is only through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. "If we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" 
(I John 1:7). Christ awakens men to the fact that they 
are not helpless victims. Through the strength and power 
of Christ, we can live a life characterized by purity, love, 
and purpose. 

Questions Given in Advance 

The final examination will not be sprung upon us. We 
already know in advance the very questions that we will 
be asked. Christ gave them to us in His life. He has 
given us the answers and also gives us the strength for 
living a victorious Jife. 

God's love is manifested in many ways. The promise 
of the return of Christ is the climax of His love. I do not 
understand how this will be accomplished, or when it will 
take place; but through faith and God, I believe Christ will 
return. This is not a torturing problem but the answer 
to our deepest needs. Belief in the return of Christ is 
belief in life-everlasting; therefore, through faith in His 
return, I must seek to live a meaningful and useful Iif e. 
I must live a life beyond the mere material and physical. 
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I must live in peace, and I must live through the grace of 
God a life that is without spot and blemish. 

The return of Christ is a happy thought. It is a great 
consolation. An architect does not mourn when he has 
finished a building. An artist is not sad when he has put 
the last touch to a picture. The wanderer who has reached 
his goal shouts victory. A child is not sad when it comes 
home to its father. The Christian can say with Paul, "For 
we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be 
dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens" (11 Cor. 5: 1). 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What is God continually saying to man? 

2. What is the meaning of the cross? 

3. What is the relationship between the second coming of Christ 
and the eross? 

4. What will be the characteristics of Christ's second coming? 

5. What Scriptures tell of the judgment? 

6. Name some areas of life in which preparation is necessary. 

7. How rlo you know the thought of Christ's return is not to change 
our normal activity? 

8. What are three areas of preparation? 

9. What is the illu"tration about Brother G. Q. Lipscomb? 

10. Would peace come if our stations in life were different? 

11. What is the ultimate question of life? 

12. Explain the gulf between what we are and what we ought to be. 

13. Should we realize our imperfections? 

14. What is the answer to our failures? 

15. What should be our attitude about the second coming of Christ? 
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II. ERRORS 
A. 1'he Day of the Lord Present in 51 A.D. 
B. The Day of the Lord Imminent 
C. Paul Expected Christ Before Paul's Death 
D. A Seven Year Rapture and Tribulation 

HI. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECOND COMING 
A. A Prerequisite 
B. Unblamable Christians 
C. Converts as Crowns 
D. God's Wrath 

Of 136 verses in the Thessalonian letters, 41 are directly 
related to the second coming of Christ. These 41 are so 
interspersed that something about the second coming is 
placed in each of the eight chapters (I, 1: 10; 2: 19-20; 
3: 13; 4: 13-18; 5: 1-11, 23-24; n, 1: 6-10; 2: 1-12; 3: 16). 

THE SPIRIT'S WORDS 

A sturdy help in staying with sound doctrine is to hold 
fast the form of sound words ( II Timothy 1: 13) . The 
Thessalonian letters, as in all of Paul's writings (I Corin­
thians 2: 13; 14: 37), are commandments of the Lord en­
cased not in human wisdom but in words of the Holy Spirit's 
selection. An examination of the specific words employed 
in the Thessalonian lett~rs in regard to the second coming 
is bound to be fruitful. 

Parousia 

The word parou.sia (I, 2:20; 3: 13; 4: 14; 5:23; II, 2: 1, 8) 
is a compound meaning "being at the side." ''Presence" 
is then an accurate translation (Philippians 2: 12; II Co­
rinthians 10: 10). If an arrival is necessary for being 
present, then a parousia means "arrival," or a "coming," 
or an "advent." Titus' coming to Paul was a parousia (II 
Corinthians 7: 6). The arrival of the man of sin was a 
parousia ( II Thessalonians 2: 9) . The advent of Jesus at 
Bethlehem (II Peter 1: 16), and his advent at the end of 
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the world (I Corinthians 15: 23), are both called parousia. 

Not to be confused with the two visible comings of the 
Lord are three non-visible comings: (1) when the church 
was established (cf. Matthew 10:23; 16:28); (2) at the 
destruction of ,Jerusalem (I Peter 4: 7; James 5: 7; cf. Mat­
thew 26: 6'4); and (3) to every Christian (John 14: 23; 
Philippians 4: 5). 

The second visible coming of Jesus, besides being called 
his parousia, is also called his apokalupsis, "revelation" 
(II Thessalonians 1: 7-10; I Peter 1: 3-13), and his epiphan­
eia, "appearing" ( I Timothy 6: 14), and he hemera kuriou, 
"the day of the Lord" (II Thessalonians 2: 1-2). In other 
words, his parousia, his apokalupsis, and his epiphaneia 
are scheduled for he hemera ku,rio'u (I Corinthians 1: 7-8; 
II Thessalonians 2: 1-2, 8). 

Rewards to the righteous and punishment to the wicked 
will be at Jesus' second visible parousia (Matthew 24: 27, 
37-51; I Thessalonians 4: 14-18; II Thessalonians 2: 1, 8-9), 
on he hemera kuriou (II Corinthians 1: 14; II Thessalonians 
1.: 7-10). Another way of saying the same thing is that 
rewards and punishment will be distributed at his apoka­
lupsis (II Thessalonians 1: 7-10; I Peter 1: 3:-13) on he 
hemera lcurinu, (I Corinthians 1: 7-8). A third way of 
saying the same thing is that rewards and punishment will 
be meted at his epiphaneia (II Thessalonians 2: 8; II Timo­
thy 4: 8), on he hemera kuriou (II Thessalonians 2: 2, 8). 

Apokalupsis 

The word apokalupsis (II, 1: 7) means an "uncovering," 
an "unveiling.'' The word is used to describe an uncover­
ing of information (Ephesians 1: 7), an uncovering of God's 
judgment ( Romans 2: 5) , an uncovering of the man of sin 
( II Thessalonians 2: 3), an uncovering of the sons of God 
(Romans 8: 19), and an uncovering or a revealing of Jesus 
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(I Corinthians 1:7; I Peter 1:7, 13; II Thessalonians 1:7) 
at his visible second coming. 

E'piphaneia 

The word_ epiphaneia (II, 2: 8) means a "shining on." 
The word is used of the first advent of Jesus ( II Timothy 
1: 10) and of his second advent (I Timothy 6: 14; II Timo­
thy 4: 1, 8; Titus 2: 13), translated as "appearing." A more 
literal translation is in Thessalonians 2: 8, "brightness." 
Its English equivalent is the word "epiphany," which as a 
proper noun is used to describe a· religious f es ti val cele­
brated January 6, the Feast of Epiphany (the alleged date 
of Jesus' manifestation to the wise men). 

He H emera K'u,riou 

The phrase he hemera kuriou (cf. I, 5:2, 4; II, 1:10; 2:2) 
means "the day of the Lord," and refers to that day which 
God has appointed in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he has ordained (Acts 
17:31). It is the day of the "brightness" (epiphaneia) of 
his "coming" (parousia) at his "revelation" (apokalupsis). 

ERRORS 

Numerous errors have been taught in regard to the 
second coming of Christ. 

The Day of the Lord Present in 51 A.D. 

An error vigorously dislodged by Paul was that the day 
of the Lord had already come (II Thessalonians 2: 1-2). 
The error was not that the day of the Lord was "imminent'' 
(Lightfoot), nor that it was "at hand" (Authorized Ver­
sion), nor that it was "just at hand" (American Standard 
Version), but that it had already come at the time of the 
writing of II Thessalonians in 51 A.D. 

The inspired word describing the error literally means 
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that the day of the Lord "has stood in," but it is translated 
by the Revised Standard Version more smoothly as "has 
come." The inspired word is also found in I Corinthians 
3: 22 and Romans 8: 38, where it is translated "present." 
So, in II Thessalonians 2: 2, an accurate translation would 
be that some said that the day of the Lord was already 
present, a reality. 

Advocates of the present reality of the day of the Lord 
were unaware that that day entails a visible sighting of 
the Lord in the sky, and they were unaware of the apostasy 
that must precede the day of the Lord. 

The Day of the Lord Imminent 

A second error about the coming of Christ is that it is 
imminent, overhanging, threatening. In Paul's refutation 
of the present reality error he showed that so much must 
come to pass before the reality that the second coming 
rould not be imminent in 51 A.D. (II Thessalonians 2: 1-
12) . That which had to come to pass, namely, the great 
apostasy, certainly has evolved since 51 A.D., but since no 
one knows how long that apostasy is to last before the day 
of the Lord, no one can say in any century that the day 
of the Lord is imminent. The fact that that day's coming 
is as a thief (I Thessalonians 5: 1-2), that is, unexpected 
and sudden, demonstrates that any teaching of the im­
minency of the Lord's return cannot be certified. Further, 
the very fact that somebody thinks that the Lord's return 
is overhanging in a certain generation may be solid reason 
for knowing that he will not come in that generation, "for 
in an hour that ye think not the Son of man comes" (Mat­
thew 24: 44). 

Paul Expected Ch1"'ist Before Paul's Death 

A third error about the second coming is that Paul ex­
' pected to be alive when the Lord came. Because Paul used 
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the first person in I Thessalonians 4: 15 some have con­
cluded that Paul expected to be among the living when the 
Lord makes his next appearance. By the same reasoning, 
one could cone.Jude that since Paul used the first person in 
describing those raised from the dead (I Corinthians 6: 14; 
II Corinthians 4: 14) that he expected to be dead when the 
Lord comes. But actually he did not specifically discuss 
his personal situation. In addition, the fact that he showed 
that an apostasy must gradually develop, under restraint 
until it reached its maximum power, could indicate that 
Paul did not expect to be living when the Lord arrived. 

A Seven Year Rapture and Tribulation 

A fourth error in regard to the second coming actually 
makes two ft"tture visible comings seven years apart. It is 
said that Jesus will come for his saints at his parousia, 
raising the dead ones, translating the living ones, and will 
seven years later come with his saints at his epiphaneia; 
that during the seven years the saints will live in a rapture 
of cloud glory while turmoil fills the earth in a vast tribula­
tion; that at the end of the seven years, at his epiphaneia, 
the Lord will return to the earth to usher in a millennium, 
at the end of which he will raise the wicked dead. 

Support for this theory is sought in the original words. 
It is said that the Holy Spirit especially inspired the two 
words parousia and epiphaneia to describe the two phases 
of the Lord's second coming. However, one finds that the 
word parousia is used of the coming of human beings (II 
Corinthians 7: 6) , of the man of sin ( II Thessalonians 2: 9) , 

and of the Lord's first coming at Bethlehem (II Peter 1: 16), 
as well as of the Lord's second coming at the end of the 
world ( I Corinthians 15: 23) . One cannot therefore validly 
affirm that the word parousia was specially inspired to 
describe the alleged first phase of the Lord's second com­
ing. 
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Similarly, the word ep-iphaneia is used to describe the 
first coming of the Lord to Bethlehem ( II Timothy 1: 10) 
as well as his second coming at the end of the world (I 
Timothy 6: 14). He is therefore inaccurate who asserts 
that the word epipha.neia is a technical word inspired to 
describe the alleged second phase of the Lord's second com­
ing. 

Furthermore, Paul asserted that the epiphaneia, "bright­
ness," belongs to the paroiisia, that it is a word describing 
the way the Lord will look at his parousia (II Thessalonians 
2: 8). To make his brightness seven years after his corning 
is quite awkward. 

In addition, at the parousia, when he should be corning 
for his saints, according to the false theory, he actually 
will be coming with his saints (I Thessalonians 3: 13; 4: 14). 
The saints (haA{Jioi, holy ones) coming with the Lord may 
be angels (II Thessalonians 1:7; Jude 14) or they may be 
the spirits of dead Christians returning from Paradise to 
be reunited with their physical remains and then translated. 
But whether they are angels or the spirits of deceased 
children of God, there is no teaching that their coming is 
at a special epiphaneia different from the parousia. The 
epiphaneia is descriptive of the parousia; it belongs to the 
parousia (II Thessalonians 2: 8); and actually the epiphan­
eia can be equated with the parousia (Titus 2: 13). 

Further, the expression "the dead in Christ'' (I Thes­
salonians 4: 16) is not by Paul set over in contrast with 
the dead out of Christ, as falsely theorized. The dead in 
Christ are set over in contrast with the living in Christ 
(1 Thessalonians 4: 15). In this context, Paul only dis­
cussed Christians, that in the trek from earth to be with 
the Lord the living Christians will not get a head start 
over the dead Christians. I Thessalonians 4 ignores both 
the dead out of Christ and the living ones out of Christ. 
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One can certainly describe going to be with the Lord as 
a rapture, but to Paul it was not of a seven year duration, 
but "ever" with the Lord. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECOND COMING 

A. Prerequi.'Jite 

A prerequisite of the second coming, affirmed Paul, was 
the growth of an already existent iniquity, then under re­
straint, to notable proportions, to be destroyed at the Lord's 
second coming (II Thessalonians 2: 1-12). 

The mystery of iniquity, the man of sin, already operat­
ing in Paul's day, certainly was one of the antichrists of 
I John 2: 18, some of whom had already arrived. The 
arrogant apostate of JI Thessalonians 2 had numerous at­
tributes of one opposed to Christ (hence, an antichrist). 
He was the embodiment of sin, while Jesus was of right­
eousness. He was the son of perishing, while Christ was 
the Prince of life (Acts 3: 14). He opposed God, while 
Jesus submitted to the Father's will. 

Whereas the man of sin and the Man of righteousness 
both can be described as having mystery (II Thessalonians 
2: 6-8; I Timothy 3: 1.6), working miracles (II Thessalonians 
2: 9; John 5: 19-20), and having a parousia (II Thessaloni­
ians 2: 8-9), the man of sin cannot abide the brightness of 
the Lord's par01tSia, and will be slain. 

Several identifications have been made of the man of 
sin. Named by many was Nero. Upon his death in 68, 
some refused to give up their making him the son of law­
lessness of Paul's prediction, and there arose the Nero 
redivi·vus myth, that he would revive and continue to per­
secute Christians. However, both Nero, and another can­
didate, Caligula, who put an image of himself in the Jeru-
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salem temple, are disqualified because they will not be in 
power when the Lord comes. The iniquity prophesied by 
Paul will be existent to be ·slain at the Lord's coming. 

John the Faster, of Constantinople, making a boastful 
claim of being the universal bishop in 597, was called anti­
christ by his Roman counterpart, Gregory I, but he too 
will not be in authority when the Lord comes. Similarly, 
Mohammed cannot be considered, for he long since has 
died, and besides he attempted no miracles. 

Every Roman pontiff is an antichrist and a rival of God 
when he allows pompous titles addressed to him: 

dominus deus noster papa, our Lord God the Pope 
deus alter in terra, another God on earth 
idem est dominium dei et papae, the dominion of God and 

the pope is the samel 
The most outstanding example of religious arrogance in 
the world's history is the Roman papacy. If the succession 
of pontiffs, collectively the son of lawlessness in placing 
himself above the law of the Bible, is not part of the ful­
fillment of Paul's prediction, one quakes to think what is 
yet in store -for this world. 

The translators of the Authorized Version were unequiv­
ocal in their identification of the papacy as being the ful­
fillment of II Thessalonians 2. They complimented King 
James on his tract, Argumentum pro Ju1·amento Fidelitatis, 
"which hath given such a blow unto the man of sin, as 
will not be healed." 

The W estminister Confession of Faith likewise is plain 
in its identification: 

The Pope of Rome ... is that antichrist, that man of sin, 
and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church 
against Christ, and all that is called God. (XXV, VI.) 

1. Daniel Mayo, Matthew Henry's Commentary, VI, 798 
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Alexander Campbell was bold against Bishop Purcell to 
make public identification of the Roman system as being 
the little horn of Daniel, the man of sin of Paul, and the 
Babylon of John. Purcell had a fourfold reply: that many 
Protestants reject Campbell's interpretation; that the Ro­
man Catholics preach Christ, not antichrist; that some say 
that the atheistic antichristian French Revolution, spawn­
ing Napoleon, is the fulfillment; that he, Purcell, believed 
that Islam is the fulfillment. Campbell rejected Islam as 
a possibility because Islam arose, not out of the waters of 
the Mediterranean Sea, but in the deserts; and because the 
man of sin was in the temple, the church of God, not in 
Mecca; and because the man of sin is an apostate Christian, 
not an infidel. 

A comparison of Daniel 7· and II Thessalonians 2 and 
Revelation 13-19 is very interesting: 

THE FALLING AWAY 

II Th 2:3 

Da 7, 540 B.C. II Th 2, 51 A..D. Re 13-19, 96 A.D. 

Lion, v 4; a king, 17 

Bear, 5; a king, 17 

Leopard, 6; a kinJ?, 17 

Diverse beast, 19; a Beast, like a leopard, 
king, 17; a king- a bear, a lion, 
dom, 23 13:1-2 

out of the sea, 3 out of the sea, 13 :1 

10 horns which are 10 10 horns which are 10 
kings, 7, 24 kings, 17: 12 

strong, 7 strong, 13:4 

a conqueror, 7 a conqueror, 13:4, 7 
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LITTLE HORN, S 

grew out of the 
beast, 8 

power, 25 

persecuted saints, 
21, 25 

against God, 25 

assumed deity, 25 

conquering kings, 
20, 24 

endured for a time, 
times, and ½ a 
time, 25 

destruction, 22, 26 

MAN OF SIN, SON 
OF PERDITION, 
LAWLESS ONE, 
MYSTERY, 3, 7, 8 

arose after the re-
strainer was re-

-moved, 7 

power, 9 

signs, 9 

sponsored by Satan, 
9 

against God, 4 

assumed deity, 4 

destruction, 8 

MOUTH, 13:5; 
GREAT CITY, 
BABYLON, 
MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS; 

MYSTERY, 17:5; 18 

carried by the beast, 
l'i:3 

power, 13:5 

signs, 13:13-14 

sponsored by Satan, 
13:2 

persecuted saints, 
13:7; 17:6; 18:24 

against God, 13 :5, 6 

assumed deity, 12:8 

conquering kings, 
17:18; 18:3 

endured for a time, 
times, and ½ a 
time ( 42 mos, 18 :5, 
equals 1260 das, 
12 :6, equals time, 
times, & ½ a 
time, 12:14) 

destruction, 18:10, 
21; 19:20 

The identity of the agency that restrained the man of 
sin has likewise been variously stated. Some have made 
Paul himself the restrainer. Others have included all the 
apostles. A few have seen the German Empire as the 
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hampering influence holding back the :rise of the papacy. 
Many see the Roman Empire retarding the Roman bishops 
until its own demise in 476, after which the hunger for 
power latent in the Roman church indulged itself. In the 
second century Tertullian had interpreted Paul's restrainer 
this way: "what obstacle is there but the Roman State?" 
He continued: 

We Christians are under a particular necessity of pray~ 
ing for the emperors, ... because we know that dreadful 
power which hangs over the whole world, ... is retarded by 
the continuance of the time appointed for the Roman Em• 
pire.2 

U-nblamable Christians 

After the restrainer was removed, the son of lawlessness 
was to have power, apparently until the coming of Christ, 
when he would be slain (II Thessalonians 2: 8). But Jesus' 
work on the day of the Lord will not be completely de­
structive. The pleasant aspect of his coming will be his 
reception of the holy ones, the redeemed of all ages. Paul 
wanted the Thessalonian Christians to be among the re­
deemed. He prayed that they would be sanctified ( I Thes­
salonians 5: 23-24) "through and through" (Luther), and 
then repeated his prayer: "may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved whole in every part at the parousia of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Attempts have been made to charge Paul in I Thessa­
Ionians 5:23 with a three part division of the human being, 
according to the Stoic arrangement: 

tria estin ex hon sunestekas: somation, pneumation, nous: 
there are three things of which you consist: body, spirit, 
mind.a 

1 2. Apology, p. 31, apud James Macknight, Apostolical EpistleR, p. 
429. 

3. Cf. David Smith, The Li/ e and Letters of St. Paul, p. 166. 
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But if Paul in I Thessalonians 5:23 made a three-fold 
division, he violated the two-fold division which he had 
affirmed so often: body and spirit lRomans 8: 10; I Co­
rinthians 7: 34); flesh and spirit (I Corinthians 5: 5; II Co­
rinthians 7: 1; Colossians 2: 5) ; flesh and mind ( Ephesians 
2:3); outward and inward man (II Corinthians 4: 16). 

Though it is clear that Paul taught a two-fold division, 
one wonders why, in I Thessalonians 5: 23, after he had 
used the words body and spirit, that he also employed the 
word soul. The Scriptures show that everything denoted 
by the word soul is also denoted by the words spirit and 
body. 

On occasion, the word soul denotes only one's spirit, his 
inward man (Matthew 10:28-29; Hebrews 10:39; James 
1: 21). And on occasion, the word soul is overlapping, 
including one's body and his spirif (Acts 2: 41; Romans 
13: 1; I Peter 3: 20). But nowhere does the word soul have 
the meaning of something different from body or spirit. 
Therefore, if one looks for a strict, logical definitive use of 
words in I Thessalonians 5: 23-24, he is at a loss. 

However, if one remembers that sometimes words are 
not used in lawyer-style precision, light dawns on the diffi­
cult passage. For example, the three words of Deuteronomy 
6:4-5, heart, soul, and strength, are in Matthew 22:37 
rendered as heart, soul, and mind; then in Mark 12:33 
they are rendered as heart, understanding, and strength; 
while in Luke 10: 25-28, the three words of Deuteronomy 
6: 4-5 become four words, heart, soul, strength, and mind. 
It would be hard to maintain logical, dictionary definition 
as the words are switched about, but there is no doubt 
about all the passages calling for wholeness of dedication. 
Similarly, in I Thessalonians 5: 23-24, lexical word mean­
ings would overlap, but one certainly gets the impression 
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of the wholeness of a person. It would appear that the 
second part of I Thessalonians 23 says no more with three 
words than the first part says with one. In addition, Paul 
could yet have inserted another word, heart, as in I Thes­
sa.lonians 3: 13, into the list of words in I Thessalonians 
5: 23, but in doing so he would neither have added to nor 
diminished any thing from the contents of the verse. 

Another example of non-specific or non-technical word 
usage is in I Thessalonians 2: 10, ho_lily and righteously and 
unbl,a,mably; and likewise in I Thessalonians 2: 19, kope or 
joy or crown of rejoicing. ·in the same way it would ap­
pear that Paul in I Thessalonians 5:23 was using a multi­
plicity of words to emphasize completion. He wanted 
everything connected with a human being to be dedicated 
wholly to what is right, and he wanted them to die that 
way, unblamable, or to be living that way when the Lord 
came. 

Converts as Crowns 

Paul looked forward to the Lord's coming, among other 
reasons, because then again he would see the befoved Thes­
salonians, who were very dear to him. An anticipation 
which filled him with gladness was the knowledge that he 
would be reunited with the people whom he had turned 
from idols to the true God. As a winner of an Olympic 
race received a garland of flowers, so Paul likened the 
Thessalonians as his diadem of glory at the day of the 
Lord (I Thessalonians 2: 19). 

The significance of I Thessalonians 2: 19, with converts 
becoming crowns, appears based on the assumption that 
Paul would know who those converts were. Personal rec­
ognition beyond the grave is therefore a Bible idea. One's 
body does not survive, but the ability to remember does. 



236 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

The fact that this teaching has also a negative implication 
does not remove the truthfulness of it. 

God's Wmth 

Impossible to dissociate from the second coming of Christ, 
along with the joy and gladness to the redeemed, is the 
wrath of God upon the wicked and disobedient (I, 1: 10; 
4: 6; 5: 3; II, 1: 8-9; 2: 8). Church members were warned 
about fornication, being advised that the Lord is an avenger 
on all who practice such. Further, those people who live 
as if the Lord will not have a reckoning will awake to 
sudden destruction, as unforeseen as a woman's labor pains, 
and there wiII be no escape. Those refusing to obey the 
Gospel wilI be visited with everlasting destruction. 

The word destruction is not to be taken literally. If 
those sinners were actually destroyed, made extinct, their 
punishment could not be everlasting; it would suddenly 
come to a cessation. Consequently, the word destruction is, 
in JI Thessalonians 2: 7-10, equal to misery. Victims will 
be in permanent misery, but they will not be destroyed. 

The common notion that death is to be defined as separa­
tion has some truth in it. Actually though, death is the 
absence of life. Victims of God's wrath will be separated 
from his face and will suffer eternal fire, which is agony 
enough to be called death (cf. the second death, Revelation 
20: 14), but it is not death. The victims will still be alive. 
They will (like those of Revelation 9: 6) undoubtedly seek 
death as a relief from hell's fire, but death will flee from 
them. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What percentage of the verses in the Thessalonian epistles is 

devoted to the second coming of Christ? 

2. List the chapters in the Thessalonian letters which fail to have a 
reference to the second coming of Christ. 
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3. How important are the Spirit's words? 

4. English translations (are), (are not), just as clear as the original 
words of the Spirit. 

5. The word parousia (does), (does not), always refer to the second 
coming of Christ. 

6. The Bible (discusses) , ( does not discuss) , the Feast of Epiphany. 

7. Paul (did), (did not), refute the idea that the day of the Lord 
was present. 

8. Paul (did), (did not), refute the idea that the day of the Lord 
was just at hand. 

9. One (can), (cannot), know from the Scriptures that the Lord's 
coming is imminent in 1968. 

10. Paul (believed), (did not believe), that the Lord would come in 
his generation. 

11. There (is), (is not), evidence that a seven year period separates 
the parousia and the epiphaneia. 

12. The opposite of the dead in Christ in I Thessalonians 4 are who? 

13. If the popes are not collectively the man of sin who could qualify 
to fulfill Paul's description of him? 

14. The secular Roman Empire aided or hindered the growth of papal 
Rome? 

15. Death (is), (is not), accurately defined as separation. 
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OUTLINE 
INTRODUCTION 
I. WHEN ARE THE LAST DAYS? 
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A. In prophecy: the New Testament Age 
B. In New Testament: Christian Age 
C. Not just before Christ's coming 

II. CHARACTERISTICS OF LAST DAYS 

A. Days that are dangerous to the faith of God's people 
1. Trouble is to be taken for granted 
2. Trouble will not last 
3. Trouble should not be wasted 

B. Days of peril to their lives 
C. Days of wickedness 

1. Men lovers of self 
2. Men be covetous 
3. Men be boasters 
4. Men be proud 
5. Men be blasphemers 
6. Men be disobedient to parents 
7. Men be unthankful 
8. Men he unholy 
9. Men be without natural affection 

10. Men be trucebreakers 
11. Men be false accusers 
12. Men be incontinent 
13. Men be fierce 
14. Men be despisers of good 
15. Men be traitors 
16. Men be headstrong 
17. Men be high-minded 
18. Men be lovers of pleasure 

D. Days when men will use their religion to lead others astray 
1. Religious, though wicked 
2. "Form of godliness'' 

III. OVERCOMING THE PERIL OF THE LAST DAYS 

A. Turn away from such 
1. A void those that teach different doctrine 
2. Separate from the immoral 
3. Withdraw ourselves 
4. No fellowship with the corrupt 
5. No hospitality 



THE LAST DAYS OF II TIMOTHY 3:1-5 241 

B. They have become worse and worse 
C. Cast a shadow upon our age 
D. Use the sword of the Spirit to fight 

CONCLUSION 

INTRODUCTION 

The second epistle of Paul to Timothy was the last of 
the fourteen epistles which Paul wrote. We remember and 
cherish for the longest time the last words of our loved 
ones and close friends. At this time Paul was a prisoner 
in Rome under the sentence of death. Eventually bloody 
Nero was to have Paul sent beyond the gates of Rome to 
be beheaded. Only Paul's Roman citizenship saved him 
from death by crucifixion, which had been inflicted upon 
many of his brethren. The great apostle was to die by 
decapitation, so he was led out to the place of execution 
beyond the walls of the city upon the road to Ostia. 

The city, falsely called "the eternal city," dismissed him 
from her gates, but he was gloriously welcomed at the gates 
of the city which is really eternal. This great world evan­
gelist for Christ was led to the fatal spot and as he knelt 
beside the block, the headman's axe gleamed in the sun and 
fell, and the head of the apostle of Christ rolled down in 
the dust. Thus died the apostle, the prophet, the world 
evangelist, the martyr for Christ, bequeathing to the church 
the legacy of his apostolic labors. (II Timothy 4: 6-8) 

History tells us that his body was buried in the cata­
combs outside the city of Rome, where it remained for a 
few centuries. In the fourth century when Constantine 
built the Church of St. Paul, outside the walls of Rome, 
the body of the apostle was removed from the catacombs 
and buried in that building to await the resurrection, so 
says tradition. A few years ago my wife and I stood be-
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side that tomb, and reverently thanked God for the labors, 
the influence, and the inspiration of Paul's wonderful ex­
ample, in not only being willing to die for tht! Lord, but 
for his inspired epistles to Christians, which he wrote 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

So the epistle from which our text is taken was written 
by an aged servant of the Lord, who was able to write out 
of a wealth of experience. It was written to a young 
preacher who was somewhat inexperienced in the ministry 
of the word. So, in this letter, the aged and experienced 
evangelist gives to the young and inexperienced evangelist 
advice concerning his ministerial labors. It was the letter 
of one who had borne the burden and heat of the day, to 
one who stood facing the battle. It was an epistle of one 
who had been careful to lay the right foundation, and who 
charged everyone else to "take heed how he buildeth there­
upon." 

Among the things which Paul wanted Timothy to know 
were: 

1. "That in the last days perilous times shall come." 
2. The Characteristics of These Times. 
3. How to Overcome These Perilous Times. 

I. WHEN ARE THE LAST DAYS? 

The word "perilous" in this text is translated "grievous" 
in the Revised Version; "difficult" in the New American 
Standard Version; "times full of danger" in Phillips trans­
lation. When will these days be? 

In the Old Testament the phrase "the last days" is often 
found. Seven centuries before the Lord's church was es­
tablished, tT ehovah said through the prophet Isaiah, "And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
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mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it ... for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the·Lord from Jerusalem." (Isaiah 
2:2-3) The fulfillment of this prophecy came to pass on 
the first Pentecost following the resurrection of the Savior, 
when the church of our Lord was established, for here 
cl esus declared "that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, be­
ginning at Jerusalem." (Luke 24: 47) 

In about 432 B.C., Jehovah said through the prophet 
Joel, ''And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daugh­
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions." (Joel 2: 28) In Peter's ser­
mon on Pentecost he showed that this prophecy from Joel 
was being fulfilled on that day. Where the prophet used 
the expression "afterward", Peter called it "the last days." 

From these passages we learn that "the last days" is 
not just a time before the end of the world, but that it is 
the last, or Christian, dispensation. Hence, the prophets 
thought of the New Testament dispensation as "the last 
days." 

In the New Testament we often find the expression "the 
last days.'' In the introduction of the Epistle to the He­
brews, the inspired writer wrote: "God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken by 
hi~ Son ... " (Hebrews 1: 1-2) In the First Epistle of Peter,· 
Cephas wrote, "To an inheritance incorruptible,, and un­
defiled, and that fadeth not way, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." (I Peter 
1:4-5) In verse twenty of this same chapter the apostle 
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declares that the shed blood of Jesus Christ "was fore­
ordained before the foundation of the world, but was mani­
fest in these last times for you.'' In the Second Epistle of 
Peter, this same inspired writer declared that ''there shall 
come in the last days scoffers; walking after their own 
lusts." (II Peter 3: 3) 

In the First Epistle of John, the beloved disciple wrote: 
"Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall -come, even now are there many anti­
christs; whereby we -know that it is the last time." (I John 
2: 18) We know that John was not referring to the last 
period of time just preceding the coming of our Lord; if 
so, he was wrong about it, for 1900 years have come and 
gone by and still the world exists. It is apparent, there­
fore, that he had in mind the last dispensation, or the 
Christian age. 

In the above passage John refers to "anti-christ.'' "Anti", 
is a preposition or prefix which can either mean "against,'' 
or "in place of.'' If we take the meaning to be "against," 
we have one "who is opposed to Christ," and the opposition 
is very evident. If we take the meaning "in place of," we 
have one "who seeks to put himself in place of Christ." 
Such an anti-christ is one who does not work by open op­
position, hut who subtly tries to "take the place of" Christ 
within the church. The first would be an open opposition, 
while the latter would be a subtle undermining. False 
teachers were active in the church in John's day, and there 
are also those that are active in our time. 

What about the pope of Rome, who claims to be the visible 
Vicar of Christ, the sovereign head of the church on earth? 
There are those who would say, "Why the pope does not 
today deny Christ or oppose Him; rather he supports His 
cause and defends His name". This we emphatically deny, 
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for as the so-called Vicar of Christ, he poses to be the 
Lord's personal representative on earth. He blasphemously 
claims the prerogative of Christ to forgive sins, and he 
impiously alleges that he sits in the seat of Christ on earth. 
He is, therefor~ a counterfeit Christ - an outright anti-­
christ. 

Some believe and teach that "the last days" refer to a 
time near the close of the Christian dispensation, just prior 
to the second coming of Christ. But Paul says of those 
who cause these last days to be perilous days, "from such 
turn away." (Verse 5) It would have been senseless to 
have told Timothy to avoid people who never were to bother 
him at all. In verse thirteen of this third chapter of II 
Timothy, Paul declares that these "evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 
This suggests that the condition here described is one which 
is to progressively develop throughout history. This evil 
had begun to work in Timothy's time, but even worse days 
would come later before the close of the Christian age. 
Hence, "the last days" would be a season of ever-increasing 
wickedness. 

Jesus had said, "And because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold." (Matthew 24: 12) Again the 
Lord said, "Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?'' (Luke 18: 8) So "the mystery 
of iniquity" was already at work. (II Thessalonians 2: 7) 

, The perilous times were already operating, but as time 
goes on those evil forces were to become stronger and the 
perils to the church would become greater. 

II. CHARACTERISTICS OF LAST DAYS 

A. Days of danger to the faith of God's people. Paul's 
description of the "last days'' well pictures the whole his­
tory of the church. There have been many victories in 
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the life of the church which we should never forget; but 
we should regard each trial and each battle we are engaged 
in as a trial of our faith. In I Peter 1: 4-7, the apostle 
seems to give thanks for the troubles which come to Chris­
tians in the trials of their faith. He would have all his 
brdhren to join him in praise for the profit that they may 
derive from all their troubles in life. 

There are three axioms by which a Christian should re­
gard his troubles: 

1. T·rouble is something we should take for granted. It 
is something that belongs to the human family. Job well 
said~ "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble." (Job 14: 1) Thus trouble is a part of the 
scheme of things for the Christian. After all which our 
~rd endured for us, how could any disciple of the Lord 
say, "I never thought that this would happen to me," or 
"Why do I have to suffer so much?'' 

2. Trouble is something that does not last. After all 
our stay on earth, Job declares is but "of few days." (Job 
14: 1) Peter's words are so very assuring and comforting 
when he declared that the trial of our faith is but "for a 
season," or "for a little while," as the Revised Version 
renders it. So Peter affirms that trouble does not last for­
ever. Most of our troubles pass so quickly that when we 
look back on them, we are astonished that they form such 
a brief and small segment of our lives. 

3. Trouble is something that should not be wasted. It 
is not good in itself, but it can be turned to good. Not to 
convert it into something valuable is to waste it. We would 
do well to read the words from Phillips translation on 
I Peter 1: 6-7, which are as follows: "At the present you 
are temporarily harrassed by all kinds of trials and temp-
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tations. This is no accident - it happens to prove your 
faith, which is infinitely more valuable than gold." 

B. Days of peri.l to their ver,J lives, is another charac­
teristic of these "last days." Persecution became a great 
trial of faith to ancient Christians. The fiery baptism of 
imff'ering, the trial of bitter hatred, backed by all the power 
of the governing bodies of earth, became a common ex­
perience among the early followers of Christ. Every reader 
of the New Testament is familiar with the persecution 
brought against the early church. Beginning with the 
stoning of Stephen, nearly every page of the New Testa­
ment is red with the blood of the martyrs. In the first 
half of the books of Acts of Apostles we read of four great 
persecutions that came upon the church in Jerusalem. The 
First Persecution (Acts 4: 1-3); the Second Persecution 
(Acts 5:17-18, 41); the Third Persecution (Acts 8:1-4); 
the Fourth Persecution (Acts 12: 1-5). From Nero to 
Diocletian (67 A.D., to ~13 A.D.), the early Christians 
went through ten distinct periods of persecution, which we 
read about in Fox's Book of Martyrs (pages 5-33). 

C. Da11s of abounding wickedness and godliness, is an­
other characteristic of these "last days." In the text we 
meet with a startling and shocking list of evil men. 

1. "Men shall be lovers of the-ir own selves." Such is a 
life that is centered in self. Love of self is the basic sin 
from which many other sins flow. The moment a man 
makes his own will and his own desires the center of his 
life, both divine and human relationships are destroyed. 
Once a man erects himself as his ·god, obedience to God 
and love for men both become impossible. If self is the 
center of life, then Christ is banished from life. The es­
sence of true Christian discipleship is not the enthrone­
ment, but the obliteration of self. (Galatians 2:20) 
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2. Men shall be "covetous" - that is, lovers of money. 
This is a natural outgrowth of self-love. We cannot satisfy 
selfish desires always without money. In fact love of self 
and love of money are really Siamese twins; they are the 
root of most all kinds of evil in the world. Men will ride 
over all lawful restraints and every claim of their fellow­
men in pursuit of these two goals. 

3. Men will be "boasters," or loud-mouth braggarts. The 
word braggart has an interesting derivation. The Greek 
word is alazones, derived from the word ale, which means 
a "wandering about." It originally referred to a person 
who wandered about the country. Plutarch used the word 
to describe a quack doctor. So the "alazon" was one of 
those quacks who wandered about the country with medi­
cines which, so they claimed, were panaceas and cure-alls 
for all diseases. 

4. Men who will be "proud." ("haughty" - Revised Ver­
sion; "arrogant" - New American Standard Version). In 
Proverbs 6: 17 Solomon lists seven things which God hates, 
and "a proud look," or pride, is the first one on the list. 
Again Solomon wrote, "Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16: 18) Those 
that are of a haughty spirit, that think of themselves above 
their real merit, and look with contempt upon others, with 
their pride they affront God and disgust others; they will 
be brought down, either by repentance or ruin. 

There is a distinct difference between the braggart and 
one who is arrogant. The braggart who shouts his claims 
from the housetops, tries to boast and bluster his way into 
power and eminence. But the sin of the arrogant person 
is more in his heart than in his mouth. In his heart there 
is a contempt for everyone else. He nourishes an all­
consuming and all-prevading pride. In his heart there is 
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a little altar where he bows down before himself, and in 
his eyes there is a look with contempt upon all men. 

5. Men will be "blasphemer.~." These twin qualities, 
boasters and proud, inevitably result in the love of insult. 
In the Greek text this word is blasphemoi, and transliter­
ated into English as blasphemy. In English we usually 
associate that word with insult against God, but in Greek 
it means insult against man and God alike. Pride always 
begets insult; it begets disobedience to and disregard of God, 
for it thinks that it has no need of God; it begets contempt 
of men, a contempt which can issue in hurting actions and 
wounding words. The Jewish Rabbis ranked high in the 
list of sins what they called "the sin of insult." The insult 
which comes from anger is bad, but it is forgivable, for 
it springs forth in the moment of hot temper; but the cold 
insult which comes from arrogant and contemptous pride 
is an ugly and not an easily forgivable thing. 

6. Men will be "disobedient to parents." Those of the 
ancient world set the duty to parents very high. The oldest 
Greek laws disfranchised the man who struck his parents. 
To strike a father was in Roman law as bad as a murderer. 
In the Jewish law, to honor father and mother, was the 
Fifth Commandment of the Decalogue. It is certainly the 
sign of a decaying society when youth loses all respect for 
the aged, and fails to recognize the unpayable debt and 
the basic duty it owes to those who gave it life. 

7. Men will be "unthankful." When a man is a lover of 
self. covetous, boastful, proud, blasphemous, disobedient to 
parents, he feels sufficient unto himself, and he sees no 
need to thank anyone but himself for anything. He will 
refuse to recognize the debt he owes both to God and to 
man. A strange characteristic of ingratitude is that it is 
one of the most hurting of all sins, because it is the blindest 
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of all sins. It is cutting to their very hearts when parents 
are led to say: 

"How sharper than a serpent's tooth, it is, 
To have a thankless child." 

8. Men will be "unholy." When a man has no standard 
from God as to conduct, nothing to him is sacred. The 
man who is mastered by his lower passions will gratify 
them in the most shameless ways, for he has no respect 
for decency and purity of life. The man who has exhausted 
the normal pleasures of life, and who is still unsatisfied, 
will seek his thrills in the pleasures which are abnormal 
and which are even a shame to name. 

9. Men will be "without natural affection." The Greek 
word here is storgoi, which is used especially in family 
love, the love which parents have for their children and 
which also children have for their parents. It is called 
"natural" because even the animals possess such an affec­
tion among themselves. Therefore, those who disregard 
and pervert this quality are even worse than the brute 
beasts. 

10. Men will be "trucebreakers." Such persons will not 
keep their word or be responsible for any agreement with 
others. They are so dishonorable that they break and dis­
regard all terms of agreement which they have made with 
others. 

In the Revised Version this term is rendered "implac­
able." The word properly denotes "without treaty," that 
is those who are adverse to any treaty or agreement. They 
refuse to be reconciled to others, or come to terms with 
whom they might have quarreled. Since we are all so 
human, we cannot entirely be without differences with our 
fellowmen. Jesus said, "It is impossible but that offenses 
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will come." (Luke 17: 1) Yet to perpetuate these differ­
ences is one of the world of all sins, and yet one of the 
most common. When we are tempted at this point we 
should hear again the voice of our blessed Lord, when He 
said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do." (Luke 23: 34) So the term "implacable'' denotes an 
unforgiving spirit. 

The aborigines of America were a striking example of 
this spirit. With them neither time nor distance would 
obliterate the memory of an offense; the avenger was known 
to pursue the offender over hills and streams, through heat 
and snow; happy at last, even after the expiration of many 
years, he may find his victim and bury the tomahawk in 
his head, even at the expense of his own life. God deliver 
us from modern aborigines in the church today ! 

11. Men will be "false accusers," or "slanderers" as it 
is rendered in the Revised Version. The Greek word here 
is diaboloi, which is also a word for devil. Certainly the 
devil is the patron saint of all slanderers, and of all slan­
derers he is chief. There is a sense in which slander is 
the most cruel of all sins. If a man's goods be stolen, he 
can set to build his fortunes again, but if a man's ·good 
name is taken away, irreparable damage is done to him. 
Well did Shakespeare write: 

He who steals my purse, steals trash; 
But he that filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which enriches him not, 
But makes me poor indeed. 

Many a person would never dream of putting his hand 
in other people's pockets and stealing their money, yet 
thinks nothing of, and even finding it a pleasure, in passing 
a story which ruins someone else's good name, without even 
trying first to find out whether that story is true. Solomon 
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said, "He that uttereth a slander, is a fool." (Proverbs 
10: 18) And why? Because "God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil." (Ecclesiastes 12: 14) 

David said, "Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 
who shall dwell in thy holy hill? (Psalms 15: 1) The an­
swer is given to this twofold question, and among those 
who meet the qualifications for abiding in God's tabernacle 
and dwelling in His holy hill, is "He that backbiteth not 
with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh 
up a reproach against his neighbour." (Psalms 15:3) 
When you hear an evil report against someone a good rule 
to go by is to ask yourself these two questions: First, Is 
this report true? Second, Will it do any good for it to be 
repeated? This test will guard against the repeating of 
many reports which should be relegated to the realm of 
forgetfulness. 

12 . .Men will be "incontinent," or "without self-control'' 
as it is rendered in the Revised Version. Men who are 
ungovernable in their desires and devoid of power to re­
strain their own urges and impulses are herein described. 
Therefore, they are like a city that is broken down and has 
no walls to contain it. A man can reach a stage when so 
far from controlling himself, he can become a slave to 
some habit or desire. Then he is inevitably on the way to 
ruin, for no man can master anything unless he can first 
master himself. 

13. Men will be "fierce." The Greek word here is ane­
meroi, which may be rendered "savage,'' hence it is a word 
which more fittingly describes a wild beast than a human 
being. It denotes a savagery which has neither sensitive­
ness or sympathy. Even a dog is sorry when he hurts his 
master, but there are people who, in their treatment of 
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others, seem to be devoid of all human sympathy and feel­
ing. 

14. Men will be ''despisers of that which is good." 

In these last "perilous" days men will come to have no 
love for good things or good people.· There can come a 
time in one's life that, when in company with good people 
and good things, he is ill at ease, feels embarrassed and 
entirely out of place. A man has indeed sunk very low 
when he finds the company, the conversation and the pres­
ence of good people something which he would detest and 
avoid. 

15. Men will be "traitors," or "betrayers." 

The Greek word here is prodotai, which means more 
than a traitor. The word appears only three times in the 
New Testament, here and in two other passages. It is 
used to describe Judas, who betrayed his Lord, "Judas 
Iscariot, which also was the traitor." (Luke 6: 16) Stephen 
used this term in his condemnation of the Jews who were 
responsible for the death of Jesus. "Ye have been now the 
betrayers and murderers." (Acts 7: 52) 

The traitor is one who unlocks the gates of the city and 
lets the enemy in; who gives away a secret of the State, 
and so leaves the State at the mercy of the foes. This 
epistle was written just at the beginning of the years of 
the persecution of Christians by the Roman government, 
when it was considered a crime by the Romans for one to 
be a Christian. At this time one of the curses in Rome 
was the existence of "informers," those who would inform 
the Roman government against the Christians. 

Jesus said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God," (Matthew 
6: 33), but "traitor" properly describes one who claims 
citizenship in God's kingdom, yet he is disobedient to the 
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government of this kingdom, who hiding among the loyal 
soldiers, becomes really an agent of the enemy; he wears 
the name of Christ, but he does not share Christ's nature; 
he may in all probability be absolutely orthodox in doc­
trine, yet absolutely heterdox in attitude and spirit; he 
may sing of the cross of Christ, and yet refuse to be cruci­
fixed with Christ, or take up the cross and follow Christ, 
for he asserts his own will and lives a self-centered life. 
Hence, traitors are in league with the enemy, while to all 
human appearances they are marching with the soldiers 
of the King. 

16. Men will be "heady," or ''headstrong" as rendered 
in the Revised Version. 

The Greek word here is propeteis, which means reckless 
or precipitant. It describes the man who is swept on by 
passion and impulse to such an extent that he is totally 
unable to think wisely and sensibly. It properly means 
falling forward, headlong, or ready to rashly do anything. 
It signifies that a person is ready to do anything without 
deliberation or concern or consequence. It is opposite to 
that which is deliherate, steady and calm. 

17. Men will be "highminded," or "headstrong" as ren­
dered in the Revised Version. It is exactly the word for 
swell-headed, that is, inflated with a sense of one's own 
importance. There are entirely too many in the church 
of our Lord today whose main thought is their own dig­
nity. They are like "Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 
preeminence." ( III John 9) We need to be reminded often 
that a Christian is a follower of Christ who was "meek 
and lowly in heart." 

18. Men will be "lovers of plea.sure more than lovers of 
God." 

Such people place their own wishes and desires in the 
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center of their lives. They worship self instead of God, 
yet God must be loved supremely, for Jesus said, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind." (Luke 10:27) 

Jesus warns us that the "pleasures of this life" can cause 
us to "bring no fruit to perfection," (Luke 8:14), that 
they can "choke the word," and cause us to become un­
fruitful. (Matthew 13: 22) 

Have we not usually approached • the whole vexed ques­
tion of "the pleasures of this life" from the wrong angle? 
It is often asked whether or not this or that particular 
pleasure is wrong and sinful, or whether or not this or 
that form of recreation is inconsistent with Christianity. 
Yet is not the real question after all, not whether or not 
a particular act is wicked, but whether or not it dulls the 
edge of our interest in higher things and causes our spir­
itual life to lose its zest, zeal and fervor? We cannot with­
draw ourselves entirely from society, or even pleasure, but 
when we make pleasure our supreme delight and objective 
in life, we are choking out God's word from our hearts and 
becoming unfruitful and unfaithful in His service. Hence, 
what a great truth Paul expressed to Timothy when he 
wrote to him these words: "She that liveth in pleasure is 
dead while she liveth." (I Timothy 5: 6) 

D. Days when men shall use religion to lead others 
astray. ( II Timothy 3: 5) 

After looking at the list of such wickedness in these 
people, it would come as a shock that they profess any 
religion at all; however, we can imagine that some of them 
were members of the very church to which Timothy min­
istered. All that was left of their Christianity was only a 
mere outward form; they were dead while they lived. There 
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was no power for them to overcome sin, because they were 
the servants of sin. Their "form of godliness" was only 
maintained because of its advantage to them. Playing the 
part of a Christian for personal gain is one of the baser 
abuses of religion. 

The men referred to here, who would be a great menace 
to the church during these perilous "last days'' were not 
to be rulers like Nero, Hitler or Stalin; they would be just 
an ordinary sort of men. Neither were these people who 
would be a peril to the church be an irreligious people, but 
people who would be definitely religious, at least in form. 
They would be men who had known the Christian way, but 
who had forsaken it. They would claim to maintain some 
connection with the church, and would call themselves 
Christians, but who would like wicked lives. Church mem­
bers they were but they would be a great peril to the church. 

They "having a form of godliness" suggests that it would 
be some kind of a claim or profession of Christianity. They 
would be "reprobate concerning the faith," (II Timothy 
3: 8) They would be those who would "depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron.'' (I Timothy 4: 1-2) Such people 
today know the orthodoxy of the faith; they have been 
baptized; they have their names on the church roll; they 
likely observe the Lord's Supper with regularity; they 
maintain all the external forms of religion, but they know 
nothing of religion as a dynamic and motivating power, 
which changes the lives and hearts of men. By their very 
lives, characters and actions, they give life to their Chris­
tian profession, but it is only a sham and form. Christi­
anity with them is an outward form, but not an inward 
living power. 
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III. OVERCOMING THE PERIL OF LAST DAYS 

A. Paul sounds a note of warning - "from such tv..rn 
away." (Verse 5) 

That is, have no fellowship with these kind of people 
who will make "the last days" so perilous for the church. 
It is no wonder that Paul instructed Timothy to withdraw 
fellowship from such people, for they were lacking in such 
excellent qualities as submissiveness, thankfulness, holi­
ness, affection for parents and a forgiving spirit. 

Separation from such a society of people is stressed 
throughout the New Testament. Let us look at some other 
parallel passages: 

1. Romans 16: 17 Here the apostle teaches that we 
should avoid those who teach contrary doctrine to that 
which we have learned and thus disturb the peace of the 
church. Judaizing teachers were the main trouble-makers 
in the places of Paul's labors. They were determined to 
convince all Gentile Christians that they had to be circum­
cised and keep the law of Moses in order to be saved. Yet 
they professed to be Christians. If these disturbers had 
not yet reached Rome, Paul knew that they eventually 
would be there. So Paul said, "Mark them," that is, be 
on guard against them; eye them closely. Do not shut your 
eyes to what they are doing, or make excuses for them, 
but avoid them. 

2. I Corinthians 5: 11 Here Paul admonished the Corin­
thian Christians to be wholly separated from such a person 
as the fornicator in their midst who had stooped to such a 
low and base practice of it that was "not so much as named 
among the Gentiles." They were "not to keep company" 
with such a• person. "Not to associate" is the rendering in 
the New American Standard Version. "Don't mix" is the 
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intimate with such a person. Do not keep company with 
a Christian brother who is a fornicator, an idolator, drunk­
ard, railer, extortioner or covetous. Such wicked men must 
be disciplined by being ejected from the society of the 
church until they mend their ways by repentance. 

3. II Thessalonians 3: 6 Here the apostles commands 
"Withdraw yourselves," that is, refuse to associate with 
him; draw yourself away from him. Let him be excom­
municated and regarded as one out of fellowship, out of 
step with true Christian discipleship. There are times 
when drastic measures must be taken to avoid infection 
of the whole body. Yet our denunciation of one who walks 
disorderly must not be in a state of revenge; we simply 
cease to recognize him as a faithful Christian brother. We 
do not deliver him over to civil authorities; we leave him 
Phillip's rendition of this expression. That is, do not be 
unmolested in all his rights as a citizen, neighbor, husband 
and father. 

4. I Timothy 6: 5 Here the apostle is teaching that we 
are to have no• communication or fellowship with those of 
corrupt minds and lives; that is, do not countenance them 
and thus show yourselves in sympathy with their practices. 
(c.f. II Corinthians 6: 17) 

5. II John 10 Here John is teaching that false teachers 
are to be given no hospitality. The refusal of hospitality 
to them would be the most effective way of stopping these 
wandering teachers. To greet them would be to indicate 
to some extent that we have sympathy with them. 

B. These men "shall wax 'W-Orse and worse." (II Timothy 
3:13) 

As good men, by the grace of God, grow better and better, 
so evil men, through the subtilty of Satan, will grow worse 
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and worse. This is the general law of corrupt men; their 
progress toward more corruption will be certain, though 
it may be gradual. 

C. The characteristics of these "last days" cast their 
shadow upon our own age. 

To read II Timothy three, is like reading the morning 
newspaper. The tendencies are here; the process is now 
going on among us. We have those today who are lovers 
of their own selves; covetous; disobedient to parents; lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God. 

These "perilous" times arise from a departure from the 
truth. When men will no longer be able to endure sound 
doctrine; when sound doctrine is forsaken, that will lead 
to unholy living; the two are closely related. 

D. Use Sword of Spirit 

It is a severe struggle in which the church of our Lord 
must engage in order that it may be loyal to the Savior. 
The church is a militant group, but it is not left without 
directions concerning the weapons it must use in the con­
flict. "The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" 
(Ephesians 6: 17), is the great weapon of the church. This 
is the only means whereby the church is enabled to meet 
and surmount the perils which confront it. Therefore, the 
church must "Hold fast the form of sound words." ( II 
Timothy 1: 13) This is how we are to save ourselves from 
these perilous times, by abiding in God's word. It is all­
sufficient for every emergency. 

CONCLUSION 

The church must hold fast to the inspired word of the 
Jiving God. It must meditate upon it day and night. 
(Psalms 1: 1-2; 119: 97; II Timothy 2: 15) It must believe 
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it with all its heart. It must follow the example of Jesus 
and face its mortal foe, Satan, daily with "It is written." 
It must "put on the whole arinour of God," and thereby "be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.'' (Ephesians 
6: 11) Then the hosts of darkness will tremble before the 
church. 

':rhe church must proclaim the word of God from the 
housetops "in season, out of season," for truly "the church 
of the living God" is "the piIJar and ground of the truth." 
(I Timothy 3: 15) The central message of God's word is 
the crucified, buried and risen Christ, who is coming again 
to receive His Bride, the church. A living faith in Him 
is important, not only for our justification, but also as a 
source of strength whereby we may be faithful unto the 
end that we may receive the crown of life, for the Savior 
said, "He that endureth to the end shall be saved." (Mat­
thew 10:22) 
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OUTLINE 

I. INTRODUCTION 
1. Has Been Done 
2. Can be done again 

II. TRUE RESTORATION 
1. More than in doctrine 
2. More than public preaching 
3. Not segregationists 
4. By integration of lives 
5. Doing as well as teaching 
6. Worshipping in spirit 

III. CONCLUSION 

When we say we can evangelize the world this is not 
idle dreaming. It has been done once before. Romans 10: 18 
says that their sound has gone throughout all the world 
and Colossians 1: 23 says the gospel was preached unto ev­
ery creature under heaven. 

If we are the same New Testament church we can du­
plicate what the early Christians did. We claim to be that 
New Testament church and from the doctrinal point of view 
I think that we are. The name we wear, the plan of sal­
vation we teach, the avenues of worship we advocate, and 
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the organization of the church we have debated and ably 
defended by our brethren on numerous occasions. In these 
respects I think we can say we have restored the New Testa­
ment church. 

TRUE RESTORATION 

However, there must be a difference between the church 
today and the church of the first century for as yet we have 

. not evangelized the world in our generation. I believe we 
can do so if we get the true perspective of what they did 
which we are failing to do and continue to restore the church 
in these respects. 

More Than Doctrine. 

We have had the basic misconception that if we restore 
the church doctrinally, that the restoration is complete. 
Pure doctrine is essential and without it we cannot succeed. 
But, we must study more deeply the basic reasons for their 
success if we are to succeed. 

More Than Preaching. 

From the pulpit and platform we have preached for 
years. But we have falsely assumed this is the only way to 
propagate New Testament Christianity. In recent years we 
have begun to realize the value of teaching from house to 
house. We have begun to do this, but not as effectively as 
the New Testament church because the New Testament 
church did their house to house work so effectively that 
they could have daily preaching in the temple throughout 
the year as a result of this. We do well to have daily 
preaching in two or three gospel meetings a year because 
of lack of attendance of non-Christians. We are not reach­
ing the non-Christians in our house to house work to such 
an extent that they are willing to come out and hear us 
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preach in our "temples." Many gospel preachers are great­
ly perturbed in many gospel meetings because they must 
preach only to members of the church. The church as a 
whole is not out evangelizing from house to house so as to 
bring those who are not Christians into the fold. 

Not Segregationist. 

To a great extent w.e have become an isolated, pharisaical 
society where we enjoy fellowship with Christian people 
and do not project ourselves daily into the lives of non­
Christians who are crying out for our help. Recently on 
the Abilene Christian College hill we had a family who 
said they would not allow their children to associate with 
the children of a certain family in that community because 
the other family was not members of the church. They 
were afraid their children would be polluted by these non­
Christian people. Oh, what a mock of hypocrisy we are 
when a hill of 3,000 Christians cannot permeate and change 
the lives of one family. We have become isolated to the 
nth degree! We cry loud for missionaries to go overseas 
but are not willing to integrate ourselves into the lives of 
our next door neighbor who is tragically in need of the 
gospel as well as the heathen in Africa. 

But Integration of Lives. 

But, it is not enough to get our little projector and trot 
from house to house showing film strips or telling these 
people that they need to "join" our group. We need to in­
tegrate our lives into their lives and to pull their lives into 
our lives to such an extent that they will want to be like 
us because they see in us that which makes happy families 
and more peaceful souls. When they see we are more 
honest, more considerate, kinder, and more gentle, they 
will want to be like us. When we treat them and love them 
in ways they have never been loved before they can see that 
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the Lord lives within us and that the New Testament church 
is being reproduced in our lives. Christianity of the New 
Testament church will then be restored in their lives as 
well as in ours. • We will be blest and they will be blest be­
cause we mutually shared the life of our Lord. 

Doing and Teaching. 

By this I mean to say that Christianity is more than 
preaching or teaching verbally. It is doing as well as say­
ing. Luke wrote to Theophilus of all that the Lord began 
both to do and to teach. Christ is the great Saviour of 
the world not because he was the greatest philosopher the 
world has ever known, or because he gave the best set of 
rules for life that had ever been given, but because of the 
way he lived and what he did. He, therefore, does not in­
vite us to follow his rules. He says, "I am the WAY". In 
other words he says, "Look how I treated my fellow man, 
see my attitude and disposition; imitate my life and you 
will be happy." The world has been blest by turning to 
Christ as the WAY. 

Worshipping in Spirit. 

There is something else which was quite unique about 
the New Testament church which we have failed to ob­
serve. In I Corinthians 14: 23 Paul mentions about the 
church speaking in unknown tongues that the unbeliever 
and unlearned could comprehend. When this happens to us 
in our worship services people today as well as then will 
declare that we are mad. Paul tells us I Corinthians 14: 9 
we are to utter "words to be understood" in our worship 
services. He goes on to explain that when this is done the 
secrets of the unbeliever's heart are revealed and so he falls 
down and worships God and declares of a truth that God 
is within us. I think we have failed to realize that one 
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reason for partaking of the Lord's Supper is to "proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes." 

All of this is said to try to impress upon us the necessity 
of making our worship services deeply spiritual. We have 
become so cold in our formal observations of our five items 
of worship that thus we have come to a pharisaical stance 
of worshipping God in "truth" but with very little "spirit." 
In Moscow I saw the people weep as they sang and prayed. 
Perhaps, the persecution they endured directed them to 
deep sincerity and reverence. How many times in our 
worship services do we weep or shout because we have been 
moved deeply spiritually. Oh, our cold formality of ful­
filling certain rituals fail in so many respects in causing the 
unbeliever to declare that God in truth is in us. 

We are a preaching church and our worship services turn 
primarily around the sermon or the audience listens as 
some one prays. In reality there is little to convince us 
that there is an abiding participation of each member in 
the prayer. And, seldom as we have listened to the talks 
or to the sermons have we really communed with God in 
our worship services. How many responsive readings do 
we have? How many spontaneous pi-ayers rise from our 
meetings because a heart is moved? How many times does 
a congregation burst forth in songs, thus shaking the walls 
because we are drawn closely to the throne of grace and 
our souls burst forth in spontaneous adoration and praise 
to God! 

In our evangelizing the world it is more than just preach­
ing. It is living before the world so they will want their 
lives to be like ours. It is worshipping with such devotion 
that they spontaneously cry "God is in you of a truth" 
(I Corinthians 14:25). 
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OUTLINE 

I. INTRODUCTION 
1. Believe to be difficult to understand 
2. A neglected book 
3. Approached differently by different students 
4. The nature of the book 
5. Authorship and date 
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6. The purpose of the book 
7. Canonicity 

II. OUTLINE AND GENERAL SURVEY 
1. Introduction and salutation 
2. "The things whic.h are" 
3. "The things which will t)me to pass hereafter" 
4. 'l'he seals and the trumpets 
5. The seven signs 
6. '!'he seven vials 
7. The judgment of Babylon 
8. The final triumph 

III. SOME PASSAGES DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND 
1. The mark of the beast 
2. The battle of Harmageddon 
3. The millennium 

IV. WHY STUDY THE BOOK? 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Book of Revel,ation believed to be difficul,t to under­
stand. 

(a) Due to the obvious misuse of it by extremists in re­
ligious positions endeavoring to prove by the book what 
they already believe. 

(b) Incorrect approach to the study of the book. 

2. The Book of Rei,elation is a neglected book so far as a 
study of it is concerned. 

(a) This is unfortunate due to its helpful message for 
"its day" and until the end of time. 

(b) It is the only book in the Bible for which a blessing 
is explicitly promised for those who read and obey it. Rev­
elation 1: 3. 

3. Students of the Book have approached the study of it 
differently. 
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(a) The preterist method. The Book is understood in 
the light of the conditions in the Roman Empire of the first 
century. 

(b) The historical method. This sees the Book as setting 
forth in one grand sweep a panoramic view of history from 
the first century to the second coming of Christ. 

(c) The futurist view. From Chapter 4 through Chapter 
22 Revelation concerns itself with events at the end of 
time. 

(d) The idealistic or poetic view. This maintains that 
the main thrust of the Book is to inspire persecuted and 
suffering Christians to endure and be faithful to their con­
victions even if it means death. 

The viewpoint of this lecture is a combination of the pre­
terist and idealist or poetic with major emphasis on the 
p1·eterist with some attention to the futurist. 

The student must learn the conditions under which the 
Christians lived to whom the Book of Revelation was pri­
marily addressed and of the environment of the one who 
wrote it. As Ezekiel would say, he must sit where they sat. 
He must look through the first century glasses. It is neces­
sary for him to know why the Book was written. Its. prin­
cipal background is religious and political persecution by 
the Romans of the Christians who refused to worship the 
emperor as Lord and God. 

( e) The student and teacher of the Book has as his first 
task to learn what was its message to its first readers and 
to other readers until the end of time. 

4. The nature of the Book must be known also to understand 
it. 

(a) It is an apocalypse. Revelation 1: 1. 
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(b) It is a prophecy. Revelati9n 1: 3; 22: 10, 18, 19. 
( c) It is an epistle. Revelation 1: 4, 11; 22·: 21. 

As an apocalypse it uncovers that which had been hidden. 
As a prophecy the Book speaks to its day and to days in 
the future. As an epistle it was written directly to churches 
of Christ in Asia Minor, namely Ephesus,, Smyrna, Perga­
mum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodieea. 

5. Authorship and Date. 

(a) The Book mentions a John as its author. There 
were numerous men by the name of John in the New Tes­
tament times. This John must have been well-known. He 
was banished to the island of Patmos. "for the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus." 

(b) Students of the Book have differed as to the identity 
of the author - whether John the Apostle, John the Pres­
byter, Cerinthus, or someone else. 1The position of the 
author of this lecture is that the internal and external evi­
dence of the Book _point to John the Apostle as the human 
author. 

( c) A number of dates have been given for the writing 
of the Book ot Revelation. Among these are: 41-54 A. D., 
the reign of the emperor Clauduis; 54-68 A. D., the reign 
of Nero; 81-96 A. D., the reign of Domitian; and 98-117 
A. D.,, the reign of Trajan. The better evidence is for either 
the Neronian or Domitanic date with stronger evidence for 
the latter. The best attested date is 95 or 96 A. D. 

6. The purpose of the Book. 

Although a brief statement has been made as to the 
purpose of the Book of Revelation, more should be said by 
the way of introduction before a study of the Book is made. 

1. Allo, Charles, Gaius, Lohmeyer, Swete. 



THE BOOK OF REVELATION 271 

(a) During the latter part of the first century Roman 
emperor worship, which had begun mildly with Augustus, 
had developed not into an option but a necessity for all in­
habitants of the Roman empire except the Jews who had 
been exempt because of their strong belief in monotheism 
and their importance to the success of the Empire. Adding 
another god, the cult of the emperor, to their pantheon pre­
sente~ no problem to the Polytheistic people of the Empire. 

b) It was a different matter with the Christians. They 
were monotheistic. They believed in one God and that Him 
only they should worship and serve. By the fifties Chris­
tians in the Roman Empire were disliked because of their 
strict moral way of living, their aloofness from the immoral 
society of the Romans, and their convictions and practice 
in religious matters. They could not conscientiously wor­
ship the emperor and call him Lord and God. These con­
victions and the way of life resulting from them caused the 
Christians to be severely punished, even to the point of 
death in many cases. 

The Book of Revelation was written to strengthen and 
to comfort Christians in their convictions and their way 
of life in the midst of a pagan, immoral, and polytheistic 
Roman society. They were urged to be faithful to Christ 
even unto death (Rev. 2: 10). The message of the Book 
was that the Christian Cause would triumph and that the 
things for which Rome largely stood would be defeated and 
pass into oblivion. This encouragement and assurance was 
stated to the Christians in a large number of localities. It 
is expressed in one verse in Revelation 11: 15: "The king­
dom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Christ: and he shall reign forever and forever." The 
empire of Rome would fall and lose itself in the kingdom of 
the Lord. In accord with the promise of Jesus in Matthew 
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16: 18: ". . .. the gates of Hades shall not prevail against 
it." 

In poetic form the message of the Book of Revelation is 
expressed in large part by 

Truth forever on the scaffold 
Wrong forever on the throne 
Yet that scaffold sways the future 
And behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow 

7. Canonicity of the Book of Revelation. 

It is the conviction of the writer of this lecture that 
the Book was canonized upon its writing and by its first 
readers. In later years there were questions about its can­
onicity, due in part to some absurd things taught by re­
ligious extremists based, they said, upon the teachings of 
the Book. The Book was finally accepted in both the East 
and the West as apostolic and canonical, which reflected 
its acceptance before questions arose about the Book. 

II. AN OUTLINE AND A GENERAL SURVEY OF THE 
BOOK OF REVELATION 

A general outline of the Book is given in Revelation 1: 19. 
The Lord commanded John on the island of Patmos, where 
he had been banished for the word of God and the testi­
mony of Jesus: "Write therefore the things which thou 
• sawest, and the things which are, and the things which 
shall come to pass hereafter." 

1. lntroduction and salutation. 

(a) Introduction. Chapter 1: -verses 1-3. Source of the 
Book. God, Christ, His servants, an angel, and John. 

(b) A pronounced blessing, "for the time is at hand". 
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(c) Salutation - "to the seven churches that are in 

Asia," verses 4: 11. 

(d) The eternity of God and Christ is stated. Chapter 
1: 8. 

(e) The vision of the glorified Christ, verses 9:20. 

2. ''The things which are" Revelation 1: 19. 

(a) The church in Ephesus. Rev. 2: 1-7. 
(b) The church in Smyrna. Rev. 2: 8-11. 
(c) The church in Pergamum. Rev. 2: 12-19. 
(d) The church in Thyatira. Rev. 2: 18-29. 
(e) The church in Sardis. Rev. 3: 1-6. 
(f) The church in Philadelphia. Rev. 3: 7-13. 
(g) The church in Laodicea. Rev. 3: 14-22. 
(h) The greatness and power of God. Rev. 4. 
(i) The greatness and power of Christ. Rev. 5. 

Each of the seven churches has an angel who is ad­
dressed. Each has a description of Christ who writes the 
letter. Each le_tter has a commendation with the exception 
of Laodicea. After a commendation there is a reproof with 
the exception of Philadelphia. A promise closes each let­
ter. These churches are local congregations with local con­
ditions existing in each of them. Specific letters are ad­
dressed to particular churches. 

3. "Tke things which shall come to pass hereafter." Rev. 
1:19. 

These things are described in general in chapter six 
through twenty-two. 

4. The Seals and Trumpets. Rev. 6-11. 

(a) The seven seals opened. Rev. 6: 1-8: 1. Jesus was 
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given the right to open the seven seals of the mysterious 
scroll. Rev. 5: 1-14. 

The first six seals signified war, strife, famine, persecu­
tion, and cosmic disturbances. Rev. 6: 1-17. The first seal 
signified the victory of Christ riding on a white horse. 

(b) An episode of encouragement between the opening 
of the sixth and seventh seals, Rev. 7. The first part of 
the chapter records the great multitude which no man could 
number of all tribes~ peoples, and tongues standing before 
the throne and the lamb arrayed in white robes and palms 
in their hands, both of which indicated victory, vss. 9-17. 
This innumerable host probably represents the saved from 
Old Testament times until the end of the world. 

( c) When the seventh seal was opened there was a si­
lence in heaven for about one half hour, Rev. 8: 1. This is 
a lull before the storm which was to come with the blowing 
of the seven trumpets after the opening of the seven seals. 

(d) The first four trumpets cause cosmic disturbances 
on the dry lands, the oceans, the rivers, and the heavenly 
bodies, Rev. 8: 7-12. 

( e) The last three trumpets are known as "trumpets of 
woe," Rev. 8: 13. The fifth trumpet sounded and a devas­
tating plague of locusts went forth on the earth, Rev. 
9: 1-12. 

(f) There was an interlude between the sixth and sev­
enth trumpets - the little book (Rev. 10: 1-11), and the 
destruction of Jerusalem (Rev. 11: 1-19). 

(g) The blowing of the seventh trumpet sounds notes 
of victory for Christians. There followed the blowing of 
the seventh trumpet voices in heaven which said: "The 
kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord, 
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and of his Christ: and he shall reign forever and ever." 
Rev. 11:15. 

5. The Seven Signs, Rev. 12: 1-15: 4. 

(a) The woman (Mary or the church or both) over whom 
Satan (Dragon) and the angel Michael battle, Rev. 12: 1-18. 

(b) The second sign was the beast of the sea persecuting 
Christians. The beast was understood by the first readers 
of the Book of Revelation to be Imperial Rome, Rev. 13: 1-10. 

( c) The third sign was the beast of the land or the 
false prophet who got his authority from the first beast 
and executed his orders of worship, Rev. 13: 11-18. 

(d) Introduction to the final triumph of the church and 
the final vengeance on the Roman Empire, Rev. 14: 1-20. 

( 1) The Lamb and those saved with him, 1-5. 
(2) The three angelic heralds, 6-13. 
(3) The two angelic harvesters, 14: 14-20. 

6. The pouring out of the seven last vials of wrath, 15: 1-
16: 21. 

7. The judgment of Babylon (or Rome), Rev. 17:1-18:24. 

8. The final, triumph, Rev. 19: 1-22: 5. 

(a) The song of praise of the church, Rev. 19: 1-10. 

(b) The coming of the Lord and His hosts to victory, 
Rev. 19: 11-16. 

( c) The destruction of the beast and false prophet, and 
kings of the earth, Rev. 19: 17-21. 

(d) Satan is bound for 1,000 years, the idea of defeat 
rather than a literal period of time, Rev. 20: 4-6. 

( e) The unbinding and final overthrow of Satan, Rev. 
20:7-10. 
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(f) The general and final judgment, Rev. 20: 11-15. 

(g) The new heavens and earth, and glories of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, Rev. 21: 1-22: 5. 

(h) The conclusion, confirming the truth of these proph­
ecies, Rev. 22: 6-21. 

III. SOME PASSAGES IN THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION WHICH ARE DIFFICULT 
TO UNDERSTAND BY SOME STUDENTS 

OF THE BOOK 

1. The Mark of the Beast, Rev. 13. 

In the first ten verses of Chapter 13, the words fit Im­
perial Rome personified in the Roman emperors who 
claimed to be God and Lord. The beast John saw coming 
out of the sea was Imperial Rome. The emperor "opened 
his mouth for blasphemies against God, to blaspheme his 
name and his tabernacle, even them that dwell in the 
heaven. Rev. 13: 6. 

Verses 11-18 of Chapter 13 describe the work of the 
agent (the false prophet) of the emperor. His responsi­
bility was to execute the order of the Emperor. One of 
these was to cause all, 

the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the 
free and the bond, that there should be given them a mark 
upon their right hand, or upon their forehead; and that no 
man should be able to buy or to sell, save he that hath the 
mark, even the name of the beast or the number of his name. 
[Here is wisdom.] He that hath understanding, let him count 
the number of the beast; for it is the number of a man: and 
his number is Six hundred and sixty and six. 

Various interpretations have been made of the mark of 
the beast and his number. Martin Luther identified him 
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with the Pope of Rome. Others have personified the beast 
with Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini, Charles Russell, etc. The 
beast is to be identified with the persecuting emperors of 
the ancient Roman Empire. At this point, in the Book of 
Revelation he is identified with Nero Caesar, who was 
symbolic of all that was bad with the Roman Emperors. 

The ancient peoples did not have the means of counting 
which we possess. They counted by giving numerical value 
to each letter of the alphabet. The number 666 in Rev. 
13: 18 spells out Nero Caesar by using the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet with the numerical value of the letters 
concerned. The beast of the Book of Revelation was im­
mediately and primarily the Roman Emperor as he per­
sonified the Empire. 

2. Battle of Harmageddon, Rev. 16: 16. 

"And they gathered them together into the place which 
is ca1led in Hebrew Harmageddon." Some peop]e believe 
that the Battle of Harmageddon or Armageddon refers to 
a literal battle at the end of time between the forces of 
Christ and of Satan. They hold this battle will be fought 
in Palestine and that Christ and His army will be vic­
torious. 

It is the persuasion of the author of th.is lecture that the 
Battle of Armageddon signifies a spiritual battle which 
began in the garden of Eden and will continue until the 
end of time. It is a battle between the forces of righteous­
ness and the forces of evil. It is a conflict between right 
and wrong not fought on the physical battlefields of war 
but on the moral and religious battlefields. Paul expressed 
it in this statement: "For that which I do, I know not: 
for not what I would, that do I practice; but what I hate, 
that I do." Rom. 7: 15. 

Adam and Eve fought the battle of Armageddon in the 
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garden of Eden and lost to the Devil. Joseph fought a 
similar battle in the house of Potiphar. He won the battle. 
Jesus fought the Battle of Armageddon in the wilderness 
of temptation. (Matt. 4: 1-11). He was victorious. The 
battle of Armageddon has been fought hundreds of thou­
sands of times through the centuries by the children of 
God. It continues to be fought on the spiritual battlefields 
of war and will be until the end of time. 

3. The Mulennium. 

And I sa~ an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And 
he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him 
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled : and after that he must 
be loosed a little season. And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesu~, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their fore heads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. Rev. 20 :1-4. 

Whatever the binding of Satan may mean (Rev. 20: 1-3) 
it is co-terminus with the 1,000 year reign of the saints in 
Rev. 20: 4b. The latter reads: 

And I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the 
testimony of Jesus, and for the word of God, and such as 
worshipped not the beast, neither his image, and received not 
the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they 
lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

The "they" in verse 4b "who lived, and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years were those "who worshipped not 
the beast, neither his image, and received not the mark 
upon their forehead and upon their hand." The "they" 
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were not you and I but those who refused to participate 
in Roman emperor worship in the years it was demanded 
of subjects of the Roman Empire. There is no promise 
for people other than "they" living and reigning with Christ 
a thousand years. The thousand years here, as in the case 
of the binding of Satan, are not a literal thousand years 
but an idea conveyed in this way of restraining almost 
completely the persecuting power of Satan during the time 
of the non-persecuting Emperors and of the victory of the 
persecuted and martyred saints. 

IV. WHY STUDY THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
TODAY 

There are those who believe that the Book of Revelation 
has no message for today in that it clothes its message in 
symbols easily understood by its first readers but not by 
twentieth century readers. It is incorrect to believe that 
the teachings of the Book apply only to those who lived 
in the first century. They apply to all peoples of all time, 
even beyond the Saturday evening of time to the final judg­
ment, to hell, and to heaven. The Book has such applicable 
lessons for men and women of today and of tomorrow, that 
students of it believe and will hold it to be very timely. 
It has a message for every day of every year. 

SOME PERTINENT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. The authorship of the Book of Revelation. 

2. The nature of the Book - apocalypse, prophecy, letter. What 
is the meaning of each of these? 

3. The date of the Book. 
4. The purpose of the Book. 
5. To whom was it addressed? Was the Book written immediately 

and primarily to the seven churr.hes of chapters two and three 
or was it addressed to the churches of Christ universal? 
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6. Why it is necessary to read the Book of Revelation through first 
cPntury glasses if it is to be understood? 

7. The Roman emperor in the first, second, and third century was 
the bP.ast of the Book of Revelation. Is there an application to­
day? 

8. Name and discuss some Armageddons Christians of the twentieth 
century face. 

9. Discuss some factors which contributed to the fall of ancient 
Rome. Does the fall of Rome have a lesson to the United States 
today? 

10. Discuss the prominent note which dominates the Book of Revela­
tion. 

11. The study of the great eschatological teachings of the Book of 
Revelation and their application to all time. 
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2. Kingdom postponed 

I. SUGGESTED ARGUMENTS FOR STUDY 
1. Seed of the woman 
2. The land promise 
3. Restoration of Israel 

a. The prophecy 
b. The fulfillment 
c. Further confirmation 

4. The Kingdom promises 
a. The basic promise 
b. When is this to take place 
c. The vision of Daniel 

5. Denial of the Bible 

II. PROPHECIES OF CHRIST 
1. His death 
2. His resurrection 
3. His 40 days 
4. His ai:;cension 
5. His coronation 
6. These points proven 

III. WAS THE KINGDOM SET UP? 
1. Preparation time of the Kingdom 
2. The unanswerablP. pronouncement 
3. Rejection by the Jews 
4. Given to another nation 
5. The stone rejected 
6. What kind of a new nation 
7. Two births, two kingdoms 

IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM 
1. Were the prophecies fulfilled? 
2. Fulfilled in Christ 
3. The apostles in Jerusalf'!m 
4. How great those keys! 
5. Fulfillment of II Samuel 7 
6. Peter's conclusion 
7. The only conclusion 
8. A different message after Pentecost 
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V. RETURN OF THE JEWS 
1. Isaiah 11 and Acts 2 
2. 'fhe Jews and Israel 
3. Paul and Isaiah 11 

CONCLUSION 
1. Prophecies fulfilled in Christ 
2. The kingdom established on Pentecost 

Thank you. To brother Ramey your president; to brother 
Winkler, who wrote the letter inviting me to speak at this 
time; to the administration as a whole - teachers, students, 
and friends who are present today, I express my heartfelt 
thanks for this honor extended to me as well as the pleasure 
that is mine to address this assembly this morning on such 
a needed subject in our time. 

I have, and am watching the growth of your school and 
wish for you and it the success that is rightfully due you 
and those who so loyally serve you. I would say this to 
your administration and board, schools like this can be a 
blessing beyond words if it can be channelled in the right 
direction - kept on the right course - and the Word of 
God its directing compass. Let us not forget that every 
church in America of any age has been corrupted by its 
schools; that is they have been taken far from the teachings 
of those who started or founded them. I know of not one 
that has not so suffered. Shall we remember that what 
has made us and brought us thus far as a distinctive re­
ligious force is that which shall keep us the church the 
Lord built. Better methods, better trained personnel, 
greater visions, if possible, even more dedication to the 
evangelization of the world, greater dedication in our moral 
and spiritual lives, and an open heart to the cries of those 
in need during our time. 

INTRODUCTION 
I begin my discussion of what I wish to call the subject, 

"Premillennialism," (a reflection upon God) an insult to 
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God." I honestly believe I can establish this very thing. 
I do not wish to accuse those who believe this theory as 
insincere nor do I even intimate that they are dishonest. I 
believe just to the contrary. I believe, though honest men, 
that the theory they are propogating before a confused but 
anxious world is an insult to God because it either makes 
Him, or H-is prophets, one or the other - or both - de­
ceivers, or destroys God as an all powerful and an all know­
ing God. This I .shall prove and this, I believe is the de­
structive force of this doctrine. It is a denial of every 
Old Testament prophecy when correctly understood. It 
simply says, God f a.iled! 

1. Meaning 

Premillennialism simply means, "before the millennium." 
The doctrine is that Christ came to earth the first time 
to set up the earthly kingdom of David in Jerusalem and 
to rule in his earthly body for a thousand years, but that 
he failed; he was defeated because the Jewish nation re­
jected him. Having failed in his promise_ to Christ, the 
seed of David, Christ is therefore having to return to earth 
to undertake the correction of a failure at his first coming. 
Hence the doctrine that Christ is coming back to earth 
be.fore this 1000 year reign of his begins on earth. It 
comes from two words - "pre" meaning before, and 
"mille" meaning "one thousand." The "ism" simply means 
the theory as being taught. As brother Foy Wallace would 
say, "the 'ism' just means it is not so." 

2. Kingdom Postponed 

That you may know I am not misrepresenting them when 
I charge they teach God failed in his first promise, I read 
from the tract, "The Second Coming of Elijah" from the 
Radio Bible Class conducted now by Richard Dehaan. "But 
God in hi'l foreknowledge knew that Israel would reject 
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the King when he came, and therefore the Kingdom would 
be postponed, and not set up until His second coming -
Then he adds, "They rejected the King, and now instead 
of the Kingdom comes the Cross, the resurrection, the 
setting aside of Israel, the calling out of the Church, • and 
then after that will come the Kingdom.'' This, by men who 
know what _language means, simply says the New Testa­
ment, with all that perfected it, is no part of the Old Testa­
ment revealed promises. 

Hence what we have today has no connection with the 
original purposes for the Lord's first advent. It is an in­
terim, arrangement for a plan gone wrong, giving the Lord 
time to rearrange his affairs and marshall His forces for 
a second trial to perform that which He tried so desperately 
to accomplish at His son's first appearing. 

What we mu.st see is that premiUennialism disassociates 
completely the entirety of the New Testament with all its 
accomplishments, actions, and teachings from being any 
part of that promised by the Old Testament prophets. As 
brother Boll wrote "It is a new and unexpected aspect that 
the kingdom should assume": and this article suggested 
that "God would know what to do.'' Such statements hardly 
deserve an answer for they but acknowledge the writers 
have found themselves in a dilemma from which they see 
no escape. Hence they place this dilemma in the hands of 
God, suggesting He would know what to do with such an 
outrageous situation. Well, so do we! 

SUGGESTED ARGUMENTS FOR STUDY 

1. Seed of the woman. I can but merely suggest this 
for your study. In Gen. 3: 15 you find the promise of the 
seed of woman to bruise the head of the serpent. To this 
seed in Genesis 22: 18 was the promise he would bless all 
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nations of earth. This seed in 2 Samuel 7: 12-13 was to be 
given the throne of his father David and build for the name 
of the Lord a house. Paul identifies this Seed in Galatians 
3: 16 as Christ. It was this Seed to whom was promised 
the Throne of David. In Acts 2: 30, the Spirit through 
Peter forever settles the truthfulness of this promise when 
he said that "God had raised up Christ - this seed - to 
sit on his (David's) Throne." This promise has been ful­
filled for nearly 2000 years. This seed argument, traced 
fully to its conclusion is a death-knell to every premillennial 
argument that can be made. 

2. I but briefly introduce the Land Promise of Genesis 
15-17. It is here these premillennialist go to establish the 
fact of Israel's return to Jerusalem. They say, some of 
them, that this today is the beginning of the fulfillment of 
this promise. It is here God remade the promise to Abra­
ham, "And I will give unto thee and to t~y seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession." They base their argument 
upon the word everlasting. 

This is answered by your next covenant - that of cir­
cumcision. In verse 13 God said, "and my covenant shall 
be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant" and in verse 
9 it states the duration "throughout your generations." 
This is the point in all these covenants we may have over 
looked. They lasted throughout their generations. Now 
when the circumcision covenant ended their generations 
ended. Circumcision ended with the coming of the New 
Covenant, Romans 2: 28-29, Galatians 5: 2-4. 

"We need go no further to establish the fact that the 
"circumcision of the heart'' has set aside the "circumcision 
in the flesh." This true, then the "everlasting circumcision 
covenant" has come . to an end. Since it was to last only 
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"throughout your generation!' then we find also that the 
period called the "generations of the Jews," as used in onr 
Bible has· come to an end. Just so it is with the "land 
promise" and its being "everlasting.'' It was only through­
out their generations. 

But was this promise fulfilled? If so then once fulfilled 
it can never be "re-fulfilled." You have but to read Joshua 
chapters 12-23 to find it was literally fulfilled and Joshua 
stated in 21: 45 "There failed not ought of any good thing 
which the Lord had spoken unto the House of Isreal,· all 
came to pass." In 23: 14 he again states "not one thing 
hath failed thereof." Therefore the premillennial claim 
that this present day crisis in Jerusalem is the beginning 
of the fulfillment of this promise is false. 

3. Restoration of Israel 
Today the advocates of this doctrine are using the prom­

ises made to Israel of their return from Babylon as proof 
texts that Israel is yet to be gathered back to Jerusalem 
in fulfillment of these scriptures. God warned Israel that 
after they were returned to Canaan from Egypt, that they 
would be destroyed quickly from off this good land if they 
kept not the covenant which God commanded them, Joshua 
23: 15-16. 

But said He to them, "if ye refuse and rebel ye shall be 
devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it." Isaiah 13: 1 names the country - Babylon -
that He shall use to punish them. In verse 17 Isaiah said, 
"behold I will stir up the Medes against them." In verse 
19 the prophet said, "And Babylon, the glory of the king­
doms, the beauty of the Chaldea' exxcellency, shall be as 
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah." Here He both 
names the country that shall take Israel captive and pro­
nounces at the same time the doom of that nation for so 
doing. 
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In Isaiah 44: 28, He actually calls by name King Cyrus 
who shall accomplish this great work. 

Our question now is, has this promise been fulfilled? Did 
Cyrus obey God? Begin now with Ezra, 

Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be ful­
filled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of 
Persia, the Lord God of heaven hath given me all the king­
dom~ of earth; and he hath charged me to build him an 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

rrhus the building of the temple was ordered by Cyrus the 
king of Persia. 

If you will read Ezra 3-6 you will read the story of this 
building of the house of God. In 6: 15 you will find these 
words, "And this house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of 
Darius the king." It was ordered and begun by Cyrus and 
completed and dedicated during the reign of Darius the 
king o.f Persia. But, were' the people also restored to Ca­
naan, their former home? Now read for the fulfillment 
of this promise, Ezra 2: 70 and know this that is taking 
place today in Jerusalem has no connection with these 
prophecies relating to the restoration of Israel to their 
native land. It reads, "So the priests, and the Levites, and 
some of the people, and the singers, and the porters, and 
the N ethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in their 
cities." You see they had only been in captivity 70 years 
as stated in 2 Chronicles 36: 21 where it says, three score 
and ten years," and as said in Jeremiah 25: 11, "70 years." 
Think you I would not know my home town, Enola, Arkan­
sas, though I be this day 70 years old? How would the Jews 
today, after more than 1900 years know their cities and 
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the correct genealogies to make sure their proper dwelling 
places? Their proper relationships of all the various ac­
tivities alloted to each trip? 

For further confirmation of these facts I would request 
that you read the beautiful description given by Jeremiah 
1: 13. This restoration was complete and cannot be reful,.. 
filled. 

4. The Kingdom Promises 

With these out of the way we are now ready for the 
kingdom promises. 

I now come to the basic prophecy used by all, 2 Samuel 
7: 12-13. Here Nathan to David says, "When your days 
are fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers I will 
set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy 
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom" and verse 13 says 
"forever." God said " I will set up it then." Not after your 
resurrection! This alone destroys the doctrine of premil­
lennialism. In Isaiah 2: 2-4 the prophet says, 

It shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains ... 

This is repeated in Micah 4: 1-2. Mountain stands for 
governments, Daniel 2: 35-44, 46. The stone that became 
this great mountain is pictured in verse 45 as doing the 
same thing as did the kingdom in verse 44. Therefore this 
mountain, this kingdom, was established in the "last days," 
while the "nations of earth were still here," that they might 
"flow into it," and it was to begin in the city of Jerusalem. 
The question is, Did God make good this promise or did he 
fail? It is just that simple! 

In Daniel 2: 44 God said by Daniel, "And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
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shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shal~ break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." The ques­
tion is, Did God set up this kingdom during the ;reign of 
the kings of the Fourth Kingdom seen in the vision by king 
Nebuchadnezzar and interpreted here by Daniel? That 
fourth kingdom is no longer. Did this prophet prophecy 
presurnpt·uously? 

In Psalms 89: 2-4, 35-37, your Bible reads, 

For I have said, I have made a covenant with my chosen, 
I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I es­
tablish forever, and build thy throne to all generations. My 
coYenant will I not break ... 

(now listen to this closely for I fear we have missed its 
significance] 

... nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. Once 
have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie to David. 
His seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun for­
ever. It shall be established forever as the moon, and as 
a faithful witness in heaven. Selah. 

Did God alter his word? Did God lie to David after having 
sworn by His Holiness that he would establish his throne? 
Has David prophesied presumptuously? 

When is this to take place? 

In Psalms 110: 1-4 we find the time when this seed of 
David was to rule. It reads, 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall 
end the rod of thy strength out of Zion ... 

(This is Jerusalem] 
... rule thou in the midst of thine enemies ... The Lord 
hath sworn and will not repent, Thou art a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek. 
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Question, Has the God of heaven fulfilled this promise? 
Or did it also fail? The Premillennialists declare it has 
failed, for, say they, it is yet to be demonstrated that God 
can fulfill his promises to Christ that He would give to 
Him the kingdom of his father David. Did he swa·re a lie 
to David? Did he alter his oath that he said he would not 
change? 

The vision of Daniel. 

In Daniel 7: 13-14 is an undeniable passage of what took 
place at the ascension of Christ which I shall discuss later. 
It reads. 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Son 
of man came with the clouds of heaven and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before him. 
And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king­
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: His dominion, is an everlasting dominion, and his king­
dom that which shaU not be destroyed. 

The question is, When Christ ascended up on high, did God 
make good this promise or did he fail him? 

Did God deceive Daniel or did Daniel prophecy presump­
tuously as said God in Deuteronomy 18: 22? This doctrine 
makes all these prophets p1·esumptuous prophets, presum­
ing to speak for God when God had not spoken. Did these 
prophecies all fail? 

In my broadcast in Abilene I have been begging for some­
one to write me the prophecy that did not come to pass, 
that failed. Not one has had the courage yet to so write. 
I dare say, they will not. Not even the preachers who so 
teach. Why? When they do say, this one did not come to 
pass, the11 God said in Deuteronomy 18: 20-22 that is what 
I did not say. He has prophesied presumptuously. 
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I ask who is the Shiloh of Genesis 49: 10? Who is the 
"one whose right it is" in Numbers 21:27? Ah, my friends 
it can be none other than our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. When he comes, "unto him shall. be the 
gathering of the people,, and the one "whose right it is" 
shall be given the "diadem and the crown." Did God lie to 
Chri.~t if he and he alone has bee_n promised the crown, the 
diadem, the throne, the rule of David's throne? Who dare 
deny? The question for them to answer is this, Did God 
fail him when he ascended'! For he did ascend, you know, 
Acts 1:11. 

PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST 
I shall now, hurriedly, establish this fact: If the cruci­

fixion of Christ, if the burial of Christ, if his resurrection, 
if his ascension, and if his coronation or receiving the king­
dom can be established as a fact in prophecy then by no 
stretch of the imagination of man can this premillennial 
reign of Christ on earth be proven as a part of the prophe­
cies of God. In fact, if I establish these facts as parts of 
prophecy, I shall prove beyond all refutation that Christ 
was never promised an earthly kingdom in Jerusalem to 
rule in his fleshly body for any length of time, much less 
a thousand years. If Christ came to die on a cross in 30 
and 3 years, be buried, and raised the third day, remain on 
earth only 40 days and then ascend back to heaven to be 
presented before the Ancient of days to receive Dominion, 
Glory and a Kingdom, then for certain he did not come to 
live and reign on earth on a literal throne in his flesh for 
a literal 1000 years. This, no man can refute. In reality 
this is all one needs to refute the entire premillennial reign 
of Christ. He could not come both to die in 30 and 3 years, 
and ascend back to heaven in 40 days, and at the same time 
come to reign for a thousand years, in his flesh here on 
earth on David's literal, earthly throne. This is axiomatic. 
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1. First, his death. We now turn to the one prophetic 
chapter in the Old Testament that neither Jew nor pre­
millennialist can answer or explain if their doctrine be 
correct. Isaiah 53 is the death-knell to it all. To establish 
in the beginning that the character i~ this prophetic chap­
ter is Christ, I call your attention to Acts 8: 31-35, 37. The 
Ethiopian eunuch was reading Isaiah 53:7-9. "He was cut 
off out of the land of the living" and "He made his grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death." In verse 
12 it reads, "because he hath poured out his soul unto 
death." There can be no denying that the character of 
this prophetic chapter died. 

2. Second, his reb-urrection. In verse 10 the prophet says, 
"the Lord (that is God] shall prolong his days," "He shall 
see his seed." How, after death, could his days be "pro­
longed?" How after his death could he, "see his seed?" 
David the sweet singer of Israel answers this in Psalms 
16: 10 as he sang, "For thou will not leave my soul in hell, 
nor suffer thine holy one to see corruption." I but have to 
call your attention to Acts 2: 25-32 for you to remember 
Peter applied this very verse to the resurrection of Christ. 

3. His stay on earth 40 days after his resurrection. To 
deny this would be to deny Acts 1: 3 where we read, "To 
whom - the apostles - also he showed himsel:! alive after 
his passion I this is his crucifixion] by many infallable 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God." I wonder if 
he had by this time been notified from heaven that the 
promise to him of receiving the kingdom had /ailed? He 
is here still preaching the "things concerning the kingdom? 
What now? 

4. His ascension. Psalms 24: 7-10 are four of the most 
beautiful verses to me in all the Bible, describing the as-
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cension of the Lord into heaven. Demanding they be cer­
tain as to the identity of this King approaching, again they 
ask the question, "Who is this King of glory" and the 
answer comes back loud and clear for all eternity. Jews 
and pre1niUennialists listen: "The Lord of Hosts, He is the 
King of Glory. Selah." Here is a picture of his ascension 
that no man denies, so far as I know. 

5. His coronation or crowning ki,ng. 

Dan. 7: 13,14 
I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son 

of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they gave unto him Dominion, Glory, 
and a Kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which not be 
destroyed. 

This is the same description, in principle, as the kingdom 
of Daniel 2: 44. It should "Never be destroyed," it should 
"stand forever"; and this was to be accomplished during 
the days of the Roman Kingdom, not after she had been 
destroyed and ceased to exist. 

I have proven -

1) That prophecy foretold of the death of Christ. 

2) That prophecy foretold of the resurrection of Christ. 

3) That prophecy foretold of the ascension of Chr~st. 

. 4) That prophecy pictured the coronation or the crown­
ing of Christ as King. 

5) That the time from the resurrection until he was 
taken up from them was 40 days. 

We have now successfully and beyond all refutation 
proven that prophecy could not have prophesied botk his 
crucifixion, or death; his resurrection; his stay of only 40 
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days on earth; his ascension; and his coronation or crown- • 
ing at the end of 30 and 3 years; and also prophesied his 
coming to earth for: An earthly kingdom, an earthly throne, 
and a fleshly reign over David's earthly possession, and 
this for 1000 years. These positions are diametrically 
opposed, the one to the other. If one be true, then the 
other cannot. The cross of Christ is the destructive blow 
that cut short the premillennial reign of Christ on earth 
for he came only to live 30 and 3 years and go back to the 
Ancient of Days. 

That this kingdom was set up with Christ on David's. 
spirit-ual throne is clearly established in Acts 2: 1-47. But 
there was a preva-ration time which began with John the 
Baptist, and continued with Christ and the twelve. In 
Matthew 3, John the Baptist announces "repent ye; for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand," and "The time is ful­
fi.lled, and the kingdom of God is at hand, repent ye, and 
believe the gospel" (Mark 1: 14-15). 

Time forbids our going through Luke and John confirm­
ing this same truth, but we follow Christ to the trial before 
Pilate and hear Christ answering Pilate when asked, "Art 
thou the King of the Jews'' and he says, "Thou sayest," 
which is to say,/ nm thei-r king. Over his head, while he 
was still alive hung the sign by Pilate directed, this is the 
King of the Jews, with never a denial by the Saviour on 
the cross. That we may know, as you read this in the 
book, that they all understood Christ as admitting he was 
King, we read in John 19:21, the Jews saying to Pilate, 
"Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am 
King of the Jews," and Pilate said, "what I have written, 
I have written" and thus hung this sign above the bleeding 
brow of our Lord, the sign that cursed and humiliated to 
tears of shame and defeat the Jews who had so loudly cried 
for his "blood to be on us and upon our children." 
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The 'ltna.nswerable p'ronouncement 

For you who read this book I would point out this one 
grea.t destructive argument to every premillennialist that 
has ever lived. In this trial of Christ we find that every 
one present, not one exception, admitted that Christ's king­
dom was not to be an earthly kingdom or that he did not 
claim hi .. ~ throne to be an earthly throne, nor his kingdom 
like that of Caesar's (Jno. 19: 15). Present were the Jews 
who cry, crucify him. They would not have so cried had 
he led them on a march that day to a victorious crowning 
of him as their rightful king on David's earthly throne. 
That is what they wanted. They knew his reign was not 
an earthly reign. They said kill him, "We have no king 
but Caesar," Jno. 19: 15. 

Christ knew his kingdom was not of this world for he 
said, "My kingdom is not of this world, then would 'my 
servants :fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: 
but now is my kingdo·m not from hence." Just here I would 
call your attention to the war that has just closed, in fact 
is still continuing in Jerusalem. This people whom they 
declare today are fulfilling the prophecies of millenniums 
past are doing it by killing, slaughtering, murdering, and 
bragging over TV and radio about their accomplishments. 
Homes destroyed, innocent mothers and babies hurled like 
animals in compounds. Yet they say this is the ushering 
in or the reign of peace by the King of Peace. Ah, yes, my 
friends, this premillennial reign of Christ on earth to ful­
fill his promises that have failed is an insult to God. 

But last at this trial is Pilate, Rome's· representative. 
After he had tried him he made this everlasting announce­
ment, which shall curse the future reign advocates so long 
a..~ they li?Je for Pilate declared before all, "I find -in him no 
.fault a.t a.ll. " Had the kingdom of Christ been the kind of 
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kingdom these men are preaching, Pilate would have tried 
him for high t·reason in that he was advocating an earthly 
kingdom ·to ovljrthrow that of Caesar's. This, ·they have 
never been able to explain away. 

So, here at the trial and conviction of Christ we have all 
parties concerned. The Jews, who want an earthly king­
dom, Christ, anrl Pilate. Every party concerned in the kind 
of kingdom Christ came to establish, now testifies by his 
actions it was not an earthly kingdom in Jerusalem on 
David's throne. How tragic this ! 

We have now traced the promise of the kingdom from 
2 Samuel 7, to the cross of Christ, John 18-19 and find 
Christ still preaching the kingdom of God, that He is king. 
Even the Thief on the cross, Luke 23: 42, knew that it was 
He who should receive the kingdom. Strange this - that 
God let His son come to earth, suffer all this shame and 
persecution, hang suspended all day between heaven and 
.: ,rth. dying at the hands of this hate filled, blood-thirsty 
n:,~b> still announcing to them, I am your king, and died 
without his Father ever making known to him that he had 
failed him. He could not make good his promise to him 
of the throne of his father David. He died not knowing 
he would not receive the kingdom, else he was the world's 
greatest deceiver. 

Why did the Father allow Christ to come preaching "The 
tirr,.e. i.s fulfilled and the kingdom of God i,s at hand," and 
throughout his entire ministry continue prerching this 
same message? Why lead him to the cross still preaching 
it, even at the last passover, telling his disciples he would 
not eat it again until he ate it anew with them in the king­
dom, and then promising them a kingdom where they may 
eat the supper with him in his kingdo_;: ~, if God knew this 
was not true? Remember they ate the :.ord's Supper in 
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the church in the first century of Christianity. If the 
church and the kingdom be not the same people at the same 
time, and in the same place then, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit the disciples, together with Paul, stole the sup­
per from the kingdom of Christ and placed it in the church, 
an entirely different institution, if premillennialism be 
right. 

Rejection by the Jews 

That God knew the Jewish nation would reject him I am 
certain. That this did not defeat his plans I am just as 
certain. In Joel 2: 32 we have this reading: "And it shall 
come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be delivered: for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the rem­
nant whom the Lord shall call." At no time did God ever 
anticipate the ,Jewish nation as willing to accept his Son. 
But he prophesied his actions. A remnant he would have. 
Turn now to Romans 11: 5 where the Spirit had guided 
Paul to give Elias as an example of those who thought they 
were alone and God had no one else. He said, "Elias I have 
7000 men who have not bowed to Baal." Just so said he, 
"Even so now at this time - not after his second coming 
- but now at this time also there is a remnant according 
to the election- of Grace.'' In verse 7 he declares, "What 
then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; 
but the election hath obtained it, and the rest are blinded." 

Given to another nation 

In Matthew 21: 33-45 forever answers the premillennial 
cry that he could not establish the kingdom because the 
Jews of Israel rejected him. Read it yourselves. The house­
holder is Christ; the vineyard is Israel; the husbandmen 
are the Jews or Israel. They became wicked keepers of 
the vineyard. Christ asked the Jews what will he - the 
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householder - do with these husbandmen? They reply as 
the Lord wanted them to reply. Say they, "He will miser­
ably destroy those wicked men and will let out his vine­
yard unto· other husbandmen which shall render him the 
fruits of their seasons." Now listen to Christ, 

Did ye never read the scriptures, the stone which the 
builders rejected, the same became the head of the corner: 
this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
Therefore say I unto you [this is Israel] The Kingdom of 
God sh,ill be taken from you, and given to another nation 
bringing forth the fruit thereof. And whosoever shall fall 
on this stone shall be broken [listen now] but on whomso­
ever it shall fall, it will grind them to powder. 

Premillennialist, be as wise as the chief priests for it 
reads in the next verse, "And when the chief priests and 
Pharisees had heard this parable, they perceived that he 
spake of them." Now what do we have? God rejected the 
Jewish nation - Israel; took the kingdom from them: and 
gave to another nation. Question, Did God lie to his Son 
in giving him this information? God said, "I will not lie 
to David." I will not even "alter the things gone out of 
my lips." Then tell me, the Jews defeated God's plan? Nay, 
they fulfilled it and the remnant, this other nation received 
the kingdom. 

The Stone Disallowed. In I Peter 2:4-9, Peter identifies 
this stone disallowed, rejected, and this stone of stumbling 
and rock of offense to the Jews as Jesus Christ. cf. I Pet. 
1: 9-12. Your Bible forever settles the truth that what 
we now have is exactly what the prophets foretold. 

Who are these people - or what kind of nation? That 
we not become confused by these men in their determina­
tion to establish an earthly kingdom in Jerusalem I shall 
now establish the fact that this new nation or ldngdom 
given to another people, is a spiritual nation, a spiritual 
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people, and not a fleshly earthly nation. That this spiritual 
nation is made up of fleshly, earthly people is a fact too 
well known to labor its proof. But that they are to con­
stitute now a spiritual house or people I shall establish. 
In I Peter 1: 5, we find that we are now spiritual Israel 
instead of the old fleshly Israel. cf. Gal. 5: 23, I Cor. 10: 18, 
Rom. 9: 6-8, I Pet. 2: 5, Rom. 2: 28, 29. 

Two Births - Two Kingdoms. That we may further 
see the absurdity of this "future reign of Christ on earth" 
concept, I would call attention here to the two ways men 
entered these two kingdoms or covenants. In Galatians 
5: 22-31 is that called an "allegory." Two women, two sons .. 
One was born after the flesh, the other was born of promise. 
These represent two covenants. One, Mt. Sinai in Arabia, 
representing the flesh and earthly Jerusalem. The other 
covenant represents the Jerusalem from above, which is 
the mother of us all. Now in verses 28-29, we note that 
we are not born after the flesh, but after the spirit, and in 
John 3: 3-5, we find that we are born of the water and the 
spirit to enter the kingdom of God. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM 

Were these prophecies fulfilled? The prophecies of 
Isaiah 2 and Micah 2, Joel 2 and Daniel 2, were to be 
fulfilled in the last days in Jerusalem. Not one of them 
has failed. The kingdom was never promised to any seed 
but that of David, admitted by all to be the Christ born 
of Mary. In Luke 24: 44, Christ said "All things must be 
fulfilled ... concerning me" and adds that this was to be 
preached beginning at Jerusalem. The disciples were to 
wait in Jerusalem until they received power; Christ then 
ascends to the Ancient of Days. Ten days pass, and he is 
receiving His "dominion, glory, and kingdom" as men­
tioned in Daniel 7: 12-14. 
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The apostles are now in the city of Jerusalem awaiting 
the power. It has been 50 days since the resurrection of 
the Lord. The spirit comes upon them. and they begin 
to speak "as- -the spirit gives them utterance," Acts 2: 4. 
Here begins the kingdom begun by the prophets; here begins 
the reign of Christ on David's throne. Here is the day 
the church the prophets saw had its beginning. To these 
statements, there is no denial. 

How Great Those Keys. It is now that Peter be.gins to 
announce this is the time foretold by the prophets. He is 
the man who has the keys, Matt. 16: 19. He quotes Joel, 
chapter 2, and says "This is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel." v.15 ff. This is "the last days," verse 17, 
and during the reign of the fourth beast of Daniel 2, when 
Rome held sway over the entire world. Peter declares that 
Christ has been crucified in literal fulfillment of Isaiah 53, 
and has been raised in fulfillment of Psalms 16. 

Now begins the greatest of all prophecies fulfilled as 
related to the promised kingdom, II Samuel 7: 12-13. In 
verse 29 ff., Peter states that Christ has been raised and 
is sitting on the throne. Then in verses 34 ff, he says that 
the prophecy in Psalms 110 has been fulfilled. In verse 
36 comes his final conclusion. It is not misunderstandable. 
He by the spirit said to them "Therefore let all the. house 
of Israel know assuredly that God hath [not will, but hath] 
made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ.'' The Christ 
means the anointed, the Messiah, the one for whom Israel 
had been looking for lo, these millenniums. Paul declared 
him to be King of Kings, I Tim. 6: 15. cf. Rev. 17: 14. 

The only conclitsion. Now that we have found what 
Peter bound that day in Jerusalem, at the right place and 
the right time, we must conclude that Christ kept his 
promise and bound that day the fulfillment of these prophe-
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cies. Premillennialism is a denial of the Old Testament, 
a branding of God as a deceiver, or a man who failed. I 
would love to see the man that would undertake to begin 
with Act..q 2 and conclude with verse 4 7 and prove these 
prophecies did not come to pass as Peter declared they did. 
This is the other side of this issue tliat the world about 
us has never heard. 

Froni this day on, we have a different message. We find 
the kingdom here on earth, Acts 8: 12, Col. 1: 13. In He­
brews 12: 28, your Bible reads "Wherefore we [then, not 
after his second coming] receiving the kingdom which can­
not be moved ... " Rev. 1: 6, 9, 11. The people at Collossae 
and the Hebrew Christians and the ones to whom John 
wrote were all in the kingdom. How could this be true if 
premillennialists say the kingdom failed, and will be set 
up at the second coming of Christ? 

CONCLUSION 

I have now proven that prophecies from Gen. 3: 15 to 
Revelation 1: 6-9 have literally been fulfilled in Christ at 
his first advent. In I Cor. 16, Paul says that when Christ 
cQmes again, it is not to establish his kingdom, but just 
the opposite. It reads "then cometh the end ... for he must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet ... the last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death." Now the second 
coming of Christ is on the last day and this marks the end 
of his rule, and then the Father begins to rule. Since the 
resurrection of the righteous is on the last day, there can­
not be 365,000 days after the last day. There can be no 
1,000 years between the resurrection of the righteous and 
the wicked unless the wicked are raised first, for the right­
eous are raised up the last day. 

This destroys every argument made of the thousand year 
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reign based upon Revelation 20 for since Christ is reigning 
now on his throne until the last enemy, death, is overcome 
by the resurrection there will be no place for one single 
argument being presented by this group to transpire. His 
second coming, therefore, is the end of his reign, not the 
beginning. 
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