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Our children of this generation have faced many, many 
problems. They cannot remember when there was not a 
Vietnam war. They were 8 years old when John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated. They were 10 when the Antiwar move­
ments gained national proportions. Then at 12, drugs were 
available to them and at 14 or 15, sex became an open issue 
in their relationships. They lived through everything, either 
directly or through television. There were riots, starting of 
commune living, sensitivity groups and killings at Kent 
State. Being caught up in this- mixed-up world of do your 
own thing, live now and civil disobedience, discipline was 
cast aside by many parents. Without proper discipline the 
home fell apart. This problem struck many of us afresh 
recently when the headlines of the Fort Worth Star-Tele­
gram read: Runaway Girl, 15, Knows Hard Side of Life. 
Drugs, to Pregnancy - Now Jan.2 

However. there is some evidence of change on the scene. 
Life Magazine reports in the February 4th issue that many 
high school young people arc looking at things differently 
than the young people of four or five years ago. 

"They are wary of almost everything: of protests, of experi­
ments with drugs, sex and communes. They want stability 
and material comfort. They are more interested with the 
practical than the idealistic", states Sara Davidson in an 
article entitled 'No Use For Illusions' "3 

DISCIPLINE IN THE HOME 

The Home is Important in any society. 

1. From the beginning of time, the God-ordained home 
has played a major part in peace, security and happiness. 
The great truth "as the home goes, so goes the nation" has 

2Fort Worth Star Telegram, Fort :Worth, Texas Feb. 17, 1972 
3Life, No Use For Illusions,. (Time, Inc., Rockefeller Center, New 

York, N.Y. Feb. 4, 1972) 
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been exemplified in every nation and in every generation. 
A home where love and respect for authority are found 
make a great contribution to any society. However, where 
there is a home without love, without respect for the rights 
of others and disrespect for authority, problems of great 
magnitude follow. 

2. Much has been written about harsh, oppressive, unlov­
ing discipline .and the dangers .found therein. Many have 
cited the. consequences :of 7.ex~siwe .:punishment,.as a ~-r~on 
for eliminating all ·uiscipline. Dr. Dobson points out. that 
"what these well meaning specialists have overlooked is 
the solution for the defiance."' This aspect of the problem 
they ignored until it was found as the basis of the riots, 
looting and the destruction of personal property of offllers. 
Dr. Spock, the well known leader in the no-discipline move­
ment, is not the household word that he was a few years 
ago. 

3. Discipline defined: Webster defines the word to mean 
"training to act in accordance with rules; instruction and 
exercise designed to train to proper conduct or action; 
punishment inflicted by way of correction and training".1 

Random House Dictionary of the English Language defines 
it as, "teaching, instruction; training which corrects, molds, 
strengthens or perfects; punishment, chastisement; con­
trol gained by forcing obedience". 6 This instruction, this 
puniEdiment must of necessity begin every early. Dr. Dob­
son points out that it is accurate to say "that many of our 
difficulties with the present generation of our young people 
began in the tender years of their childhood.'" He further 

4Dobson, P. 13 .... 
&Webster's 6th New Collegiate Dictionary, (G. & C. Merriam Co., 

Pub. Springfield, Mass.) 
6The Random House Dictionary of the English Language, (Random 

.House Inc., New York, N.Y. 1986) 
'IDobson, P. 20 
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states "that a mother can expect her child to challenge her 
authority regularly frpm the time he is about fifteen months 
of age, if not earlier."8 

4. Nature is rather careless about whom it allows to 
become fathers and mothers. Gottfried Riechel, outstanding 
German evangelist, stated recently at the Abilene Christian 
College Lectureship, that the Germans have a saying which 
translated into English says, "To become a father is easy; 
to be a father is diffi.c~lt." Almost anyone can becom,e a 
father. We have but to look around us to observe that not 
many are putting forth much effort to be a father. 

The Bible and Di8cipli'M 

I Believe that the above definition fits the Bible and the 
Bible fits the definition. What does the Bible say about 
discipline? We will look at both the Old and New Test­
aments. We will note that the Bible uses such words as 
"train", "correction", "castening", "admonition'' and "nur­
ture" referring to child management. 

1. ''Train up a child in the ·way he should go; and when. 
he is old, he will not depart from it." "Foolishness is bound 
in the heart of the child; but the rod of correction will 
drive it far from him."9 

2. "Withhold not correction from the child; for it thou 
beat him with the rod, he shall never die. Thou shall beat him 
with the rod, and shall deliver his soul from hell. 10 

3. "The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to shame. Correct · thy son, 
and he shal1 give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto 
thy soul."11 

SJbid, P.81 
9 Prov. 22:6, 15 
lOProv. 23 :13-14 
11Prov. 29:15, 17 
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4. "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth . . . . God 
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not . . . . Furthermore we have had 
father of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence."12 

5. "And ye father, provoke not your children to wrath; 
but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the 
Lord."18 . 

6. Paul warns about disobedient children. ''For men shall 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, 
disobedient to parents."14 In the long list of sins committed 
by the Gentiles, Paul lists the sin of being "disobedient to 
parents'' as one of them.16 

W. E. Vine defines the word "admonish" to mean "put 
• in mind". He states it is used in instruction and of warn­
ing. He defines the word translated "nurture" or "chasten­
ing" as follows: "denotes the training of a child, including 
instruction; hen~e, discipline and correction, suggesting 
the Christian discipline that regulates character ."16 

How Shall We DiBcipline? There is no easy formula that 
will work with every child. Each child is different. Some 
children may have certain physical or mental difficulties 
which prevent them from responding well to usual methods 
of discipline. In such cases, they need special help. How­
ever, with the large majority of children, the· following 
sug~stions will help with your job. 

1. In the first place, if you would discipline, you must 
take heed to "thyself". You nlllst set the right example. 

12Heb. 12 :-9 
·1sEph. 6:4 
1,2 Tim. 8:2 
l&Rom. 1:30 
16W. E. Vine, An Ezpository Dictionary of New Testament Words, 

(Fleming H. Revell Co. Westwood, N. J. 1940) P. 30 and 183 
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"Having been reminded of the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee; which dewlt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother, Eunice."17 You must also be a companion. "And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart, thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sitteth in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
Iiest down and when thou riseth up."18 This passage also 
states anothter important factor. You shall give instruction 
diligently .. Then you must be willing to exercise correction. 
"He than spareth the rod hateth his son, but he that loveth 
hjm chasteneth him betimes."19 The poet has wisely said, 

GUIDANCE FOR YOUTH 

Wise are those parents who devote 
Much time to train their youth, 

And set examples in their sight 
Of Self-control and truth. 

- Author Unknown 

When we have done these things well, then we are ready to 
tackle the job of child management. 

2. Develop respect for parents. It is most important that 
a child respect his parents. This is not just to satisfy their 
egos, but because a child's relationship with his parents is 
the basis for his attitude toward all other people. It is 
only natural for children to see how far they can go. They 
are testing the limits. It is a fact that children feel more 
secure when they have definite bounds, and when they know 
whRt behavior is expected of them. An outstanding psycho­
logist states. "Studies in delinquency show that a signifi­
cantly large number of offenders are from homes where 

172 Tim. 1:5 
lSDeut. 6:6-7 
i9Prov. 13 :24 
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parents do not take enough interest in them to establish 
rules and regulations."20 To develop respect parents muct 
let their children know what is expected. This must be start­
ed early and continued in every age level. If you want your 
child to accept your values when 1he is in his teens, you must 
see that he respects them before he gets to his teens. 

The Bible tens the story of Eli. He was a priest of Israel 
and a judge of that great nation. His sons were a disgrace 
to him and an abomination to God. They. were said to be the 
''sons of Belial." ''Wherefore the sin of the young men was 
very great." The reason for their actions according to the 
Bible is that ''Eli restrained them not."21 All activities 
of life exist within limits. Our children need to know what 
these limits are. 

Rules should not be meaningless. We should explain the 
reason for the limits. "Just because" is not a good reason to 
most children. Parents need to live by the rules. Incon­
sistency is hard for most children to swallow. Rules should 
also be flexible. What works for one child will not neces­
sarily work for another. What we are saying is summed by 
Dr. Naramore when he says: "The most confused and 
unhappy children are those who have no reasonably consis­
tent discilpine."H 

3. Communicate after punishment. There are few things 
that foster good discipline more than security. Children 
need to know that although you do not like what they do, you 
love them just the same. "A parent's demonstration of his 
authority builds respect like no other process, and the 
child will often reveal his affection wihen the emotion is 

2onr. Clyde M. Narramore, Discipline In The Christian Home, (Zon­
derzan Pub. House, Grand Rapids, Mich.) P. 5 

211 Sam. 2:12, 17; 3:13 
22Naramore, P. 6 
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passed."23 It isn't necessary to beat a child into submission; 
a little pain can go a long way. However, Dr. Dobson points 
out, "The spanking should be of sufficient magnitude to 
cause the child to cry genuinely.'12• Parental warmth .after 
punishment is essential to show the child that it was the 
behavior and not the child himself that the parent reject.ed. 
William Glasser, the father of Reality Therapy, disting .. 
uishes between discipline and punishment in the following 
way. "Discipline" is directed against objectionable be-­
havior, and the child will accept its consequences without 
resentment. "Punishment" is a responSe that is directed at 
the individual. It is a desire of one person to hurt another. 
It is deeply resented by the child. This helps us to under­
stand that there should be a loving conclusion to any dis­
ciplinary session. 

4. Get action without yelling. Nagging and yelling can 
become a bad habit. It is most often ineffective. An eight 
year old boy was told by his mother to tum off the T.V .. 
and get ready for bed. Nothing hapened. In a few minutes 
the request was repeated with some volume. Still no re-­
sponse. Finally, the mother called the son and asked, 
"Didn't you hear me? To which he responded, "Yes, mother 
but you hadn't yelled yet." This illustrates a very weak 
point in much so-called discipline. This type of game is 
played over and over. The child knows he does not have to 
move until mother's voice reaches· the peak anger-point. 

How much better to use action to get action. There are 
many such tools which wi]] bring desired response. Some 
involve pain while others bring reward. These can help 
to work toward self-discipline. This is the major goal of 
discipline - to train so the child can discipline self. Dr. 
Naramore lists five ways to achieve self-discipline25 These 

,S3Dobson, P. 85 
Hlbid P. 35 
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are: (1) understand rules and regulations, (2) discussing 
it with parents, (3) discuss the consequences of behavior, 
(4) give the child praise for acceptable behavior, (5) let 
him know you have confidence in his acting right. Another 
help in this area is to look for causes of misbehavior. "We 
need to remember that for the most part a child isn't bad 
because he wants to be. Many times he may be striking out 
at something he does not understand. It may be environ­
ment, or circumstances, others around him, physical handi­
caps, emotional tensions or many conditions beyond his 
control."26 If one or more of these factors is present, the 
child may misbehave to attract attention. 

5. Watch the desire to lavish excessive materialism. In 
this present age there is money enough to buy almost any­
thing. The manufacturer has built his toys and gadgets 
to look like the real thing in the adult world. These are 
advertised on T.V. in such a convincing manner that every 
child must have this gadget now. If Dad can't afford it, he 
can get it with the "magic card". If this doesn't work then 
there are the grandparents! They are easy to con. And, last 
of all. if nothing else works, there is Santa Claus! Too 
much will destroy a sense of appreciation. It also cheats 
him of pleasure. If you never allow a child to want some­
thing, he never enjoyes the pleasure of receiving. "If you 
buy a child a tricycle before he can walk, a bicycle before 
he can ride, a car before he can drive and a diamond ring 
bef:lre he knows the value of money. he ;tCC'ept~ the J?ift with 
Jittle pleasure and less appreciation."27 

It is far better to teach responsibility and give gifts 
as a reward and for good behavior. All of this reward does 
not have to be "things". Words of praise can mean much. 

25Narramore, P. 24 
26Jbid P. 23 
27Dobson, P. 45 
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Dr. Haim Genott in his book, "Between Parent and Teen­
ager" has a thought provoking chapter on 'Praise, a New 
Approach'. He discussed the right and wrong way to praise. 
He shows the value of sincere praise as it applies to dis­
cipline.28 

6. Find the "middle ground" of love and control. This may 
well be the most difficult of these six things mentioned. We 
cannot go from one extreme to another without serious 
consequences. At a psychologist's conference in Los Angeles 
in 1970, the keynote speaker stated that "the greatest 
social disaster of this century is the belief that abundant 
love makes discipline unnecessary."29 It is no accident that 
respectful and responsible children come from families 
where· the proper combination of love and discipline are 
present. When we take away either the results are often 
disastrous. During the 1950's such as imbalance existed. The 
predominance of a happy theory called "permissive society" 
minimized parental control of their children. As a result 
this period has been called the most permissive in our 
history. Many psychologists agree that it is not by acci. 
dent that the generation raised in this era has grown up to 
challenge every form of authority th~t confronts it. 
This is a generation that has had the "good life". They 
have had more of everything and yet they have been called 
the ' angry generation''. Some have said it was because 
of the hypocrisy of the older generation. There has always 
been hypocrisy. Others have said that the H-bomb, or re­
striction of·free speech, or poverty, or racial injustice that 
has eaus~ all· the turmoil. Without question, these factors 
have had their influence, but we have had these same in­
justices in other generations and have not had violent re-

28Haim G. Genott, Between Parent and Teenager, (The Macmillan 
Co., P.O. Box 2472, Church Sta., New York, N.Y. 10008) P. 131 

29Dobson, P. 21 
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action. Then central cause of the turmoil among the young 
must be found in the fact that they were not taught respect 
nor responsible behavior. They have demonstrated the 
absence of these virtues. Parents must learn that discipline 
as discussed in this lesson is not something they do to the 

child ; it is something they do / or the child. 

We need to realize that we can be t.oo strict. The Bible 
talks about this. Fathers are told not to "provoke their 
children to wrath". so When we are over strict and too 
severe in our punishment, this often leads to lying ( t.o cover 
up what has been done) and makes children fearful and 

nervous. They may be docile, but not happy. Respect must 
be earned but never legislated. Dr. Naramore states it 
this way. "When you must punish, consider the punish­
ment and ask yourself a • few straight forward questions. 
Have you given the child time to learn? Have you tried to 
find out the reason for his disobedience? Have you, your­
self, been fair, consistent and just? And, rhave you shown 
him a better way t.o act, both by example and precept?''11 

After you have answered these questions and administ,ered 
the punishment and it is over, forgive the child and let 
him be fully restored to a warm loving family relationship. 

We have looked at how to discipline. We have tried to 
show the reason for it and the Biblical authority behind it. 
May we have the courage to do the best job possible th~t 
we can be proud of our children and they can honor us. 

S0Epb. 6:4a 
BlNaramore, P. 26 
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Tke Other Side of tke Coin: The opposite side of our 
proposition is that of liberty. We have already noted in 
the case of Eli, the Old Testament priest and judge, that 
there can be too much liberty. In discussing Eli's sons, 
the Bible states plainly that in their sinful acts they per­
formed, Eli ''restrained them not." He slapped their hands 
as he pointed out their sin but he was much too late with 
too little. 

1. Two other great men in the Old Testament were 
failures as fathers. The first of these was Samuel who had 
been reared by Eli and was the last judge of Israel. Two 
of his sons were judges in Beersheba. They walked not 
in the ways of their father, "but turned aside after lucre, 
and took bribes and perverted judgment.'' The elders of 
Israel complained, "Behold, thou art old, and thy sons 
walk not in thy ways." 32 The answer to Samuel's failure 
as a father may be seen in the following scripture. ''And 
Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And he went 
from year to year in circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah; 
and he judged Israel in all those plnces. And his retur:1 
was to Ramah, for there was his house." 88 William S. 
Banowsky has well observed, "The best of himself was 
given to other people's weakness. His life was spent in 
serving God and in saving Israel, while his own sons were 
being lost." H 

The second father and son relationship that went bad 
was David and Absalom. David hati been an outstandinf?' 
young person and later a successful king of Israel until 
his life started down hill. His sins :?re well known now as 
then. His life was not the proper example for his son, 

32 I ~amuel ~. ::2, 8, 8 
83 I Samuel '() 15-1_7 
84 William~ 'S. Banowsky, The Genera,tum Gap, (Sweet Pub. Co . ..,. 

Austin, Texas 78751, 1969), P. 42 
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Absalom. In time, Absalom commits murder and flees from 
his father's presence. Three years pass and he returns to 
Jerusalem but does not see his father. Absalom has a way 
with people and soon has an army of men to fight against 
his own father. Absalom • is killed in battle, and David's 
words at the news of his son's death reveals his love. "0 
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! Would I had 
died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, my son." ss 

These three examples help us to see what can happen 
when love and discipline are not combined. Too much 
freedom can only bring heartache. 

2. Don't say "no'' too often: The first word that many 
children learn to say is "no." This is true because this is 
the word directed to them that they hear the most. We 
have all heard of the little fellow that was asked, "What is 
your name?" to which ne answered, "quit that". C. W. 
Shadd in his book "Promises to Peter" makes this promise. 
"I will never say no, if I can say yes." 86 Sometimes par­
ents get in the habit of saying "no" so much that the 
child feels there is no liberty. They are prisoners in their 
own homes. By following some of the suggestions under 
the section of "How to Discipline'', you will find ways 
of being more positive and less negative. 

3. You don't trust me: Of all the criticism that we hear 
of parents, this one is heard most often. Trust is complete 
confidence. In order to have complete confidence, the 
parents must trust they have done a good job of teaching, 
training and discipline so that the child will lmow what 
is right and what is expected. Some parents will not trust 
because they have never learned to trust themselves. Some­
time children want to be trusted in areas where they have 

86 II Samuel 18:33 
86 C. W. Shadd, PTomises to PeteT (Word Pub., Waco, Texas, 1970) P. 
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not been trained to cope with the problem involved. The 
four year old can't understand why he can't ~ trusted 
to cross the busy street by himself. The seven year old 
can't see why he can't ride his bicycle in the busy street 
or the fourteen year old boy can't understand why he 
can't drive the family car. T.he fourteen year old girl just 
can't see why her parents can't trust her when she wants 
to date a sixteen year old and go to an X rated movie at 

' the Drive-In. Responsible parents who love their children 
want to be su_re that they are mature enough to meet the 
responsibility that comes with trust. When the time is 
right the mother bird "pushes'' the little one out of the 
nest. So it is with responsible parents. They want to be 

i relatively sure that the child is capable of handling the 
1 responsibility. 

Freedom in Responsibility: 

1. All of us are responsible for this freedom. We are 
responsible to ourselves, to others and most of all to Christ. 
Paul says, "All things are lawful, but not all things are 
expedient." 37 The word "expedient" means ''profitable" 

1 

or to bring together." 38 Christ uses the word twice in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 39 Here the word is translated 
profitable. Freedom means I choose those things that help 
me grow to maturity. 

2. Again Paul says, '' AU things are expedient, but not 
all things edify. Let no man seek his own but each his 
neighbor's good." 4° Freedom is limited by what·•is profit­
able to someone else. 

3. Still further, Paul says, ''All things are expedient, but 

37 I Corinthians 10 :23 
88 W. E. Vine 
39 Matthew 5: :29-30 
40 I Corinthians 10 :23-24 
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I will not be brought under the power of any." 41 Again 
our fredom in Christ is limited. Let us hasten to say that 
parents should trust their children as fast and as far as 
they demonstrate that they have the maturity to consider 
and abide by the limits of freedom. 

A Parent's Prayer-
"OH, GOD, make me a better parent. Help me to under­

stand my children, to listen patiently to what they have to 
say and to understand all their questions kindly. Keep me 
from interrupting them, talking back to them and con­
tradicting them. Make me as courteous to them as I would 
have them be to me. Give me the courage to confess my sins 
against my children and ask them forgiveness, when I know 
that I have done wrong. 

"May I not vainly hurt the feelings of my children. For­
bid that I should laugh at their mistakes, or resort to shame 
·and ridicule as punishment. Let me not tempt a child to lie 
and steal. So guide me hour by hour that I may demonstrate 
by all I say and do that honesty produces happiness. 

"REDUCE, I ·PRAY, the meaness in me. May I cease to 
n.ag; and when I am out of sorts, help me, 0 Lord, to hold 
my tongue. Blind me to the little errors of my children and 
help me to see the good things that they do. Give me a 
ready word· for honest praise. 

"Help me 'to treat my children as those of their own age, 
but let me not exact of them the judgments and conventions 
of -adults. Allow me not to rob them of the opportunity to 
wait upon themselves, to think, to choose, and to make their 
own decisions. 

"Forbid that I should ever punish them for my selfish 
satisfaction. My I grant them all their wishes that· are reason­
able and have the courage always to withold a privilege 
which I know will do them harm. 

"MAKE ME SO FAIR and just, so considerate and com­
panionable to my children that they will have genuine esteem 
for me. Fit me to be loved and imitated by my children. Oh, 
God, do give me calm and poise and self-control." 

-Dr. Garry C. Myers 

-11 I Corinthians 6:12 
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CONCLUSION 

291 

1. God ordained and described discipline as a must for a 
responsible society. 

2. Freedom is never free. It has its limits. 
3. Youth in the home is to be instructed and trained t.o 

observe these limits. 
4. Only then is there peace and security in the home, school, 

state and nation. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Do you agree with Dr. Gibson's statement concerning discipline! 
2. Is there any evidence that there may a change in the thinking 

of our young people? ' 
3. What has been the main failure of the specialists that have 

advocated no discipline? 
4. Define discipline. 
5. List four scriptures that talk about discipline. 
6. How old are most children when they start challenging parent's 

authority? 
7; List four requirements that parents must have if they would 

administer effective discipline. 
8. In what way did Eli f~il his sons? 
9. Should rules be flexible? 

10. What is the difference between discipline and punishment? 
11. List some ways to get "action" by using "action." 
12. Name the five ways that Dr. Narramore gives to achieve self-

discipline. 
13. What are some causes of misbehavior? 
14. What caused Samuel to fail as a father? 
15. What caused David to fail as a father? 
16. Why are parents reluctant to trust their children? 
17. Does freedom carry with it responsibility? 
18. List the three limits of freedom as given by Paul in 1 Cor 6 and 

10. 
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They have four children: Di Ann of Ann Arbor, Michigan; Jill (Mrs. 
Robert L. Kelley) of Muscle Shoals, Alabama; Molly (Mrs. Phil 
Howeth) of Jacksonville Beach, Florida, and Elmer II, a Junior at 
Sam Houston High School in Arlington. 

He is a member of the Lions Club and is past president of his club, 
the Greater Arlington Lions Club. 

He is the author of a book of sermons, Unconscious Enemies of 
Christ, and a book for class study, The Holy Spirit. 

OUTLINE 
I. The influence of Christian families. 

A. The importance of influence is not always r ecognized. 
B. Money is not the key to successful marriages. 
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II. Why are there money problems? 
A. Families try harder and have more money today. 

1. But they always seem to need more. 
2. Financial problems in the nome are more numerous. 

B. Experts say that the problems exist because of poor money 
management. 

III. What the prevalent money problems are. 
A. Overind~btedness is number one. 

1. Debt is a family pattern. 
2. It causes recriminatiopEJ, emotional distrurbances, and 

home deterioration. 
8.- Money is the battleground but the problems lie deeper. 

B. The control of money is also a major problem. 
1. Money is a menace, but it is not a problem for well 

adjusted families. 
2. She said the problem was her husband's handling the 

family's money. 
3. He said the problem was his wife's. 
4. A family is in conflict and everyone is hurt. 

IV. Teens who m~ will usually need help. 
A. They have special vulnerabilities. 
B. But there is a plus for the young couple. 

V.What can we do? 
A. The most important thing in any family is communication. 
B. Married partners need to set values in their marriage. 

1. The goals set for the family should be a joint produc­
tion. 

2. They should plan for their lives to have meaning. 
a. Watch out for evidences of materialism. 
b. A check list of family goals. 
c. Christ belongs in each of these. 

C. Families should learn and use proper money management 
~iques. 

1~ Four basic rules. 
2. Four principles to remember. 
3. · Six practical ideas. 
4. What ~e Bible says about money and related matters. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The proper place to begin a study of "Family Finances'' 
is the concept of stewardship. Not the Christian himself, 
much less what he possesses, belongs to himself. He be­
longs to God: " ... ye are not your own; for ye were 
bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your body." 1 

Family finances is only one phase of Christian steward­
ship, itself· only a part of the larger subject, "The Chris­
tian Home." 

You would expect, doubtlessly, some pointed remarks on 
giving in a lecture on "Family Finances." Althoug,:1 this 
is a most important subject, it is one about which the peo­
ple in this assembly are certainly well convinced. I feel 
that only a short general statement will be adequate, and 
more time can be spent on other matters. Since Christians 
belong wholly to God, it naturally follows that each wage­
earner and his family should give liberally to support the 
cause of Christ. It is important and normal that the Chris­
tian not only recognize that he is to give periodically, 
personally, purposefully, and proportionately of his 
means, 2 but it is evident that the rest of his income, anc! 
all his material goods, belong to God and are to be used 
in ways that honor Him. 

FAMILY INFLUENCE 

We are fully aware that strife and division in a congre, 
gation defames the name of Christ in the community. W'e 
may be less aware, perhaps fully unconscious, th~t strife, 
confusion, and µnhappiness in the home is potentially ~n 
even greater evil. 

The influence of peaceful, loving family life is not clearer 

1 I Corinthians 6:19b (ASV). 
2 I Corinthians 16 :1, 2. 
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in any Biblical example than that of Roth and Naomi. 
Ruth, "the perfect daughter-in-law," attracted the atten­
tion of the community by her loyalty to Naomi. When 
Boaz asked who she was when she gleaned in his fields 
the glowing account of her given by his servants impressed 
~im deeply and led to a marvelous fulfillment in life for 
Boaz and Ruth. a 

Community influence through good conduct by church 
members is not a new idea. Church leaders in the im­
mediate post New Testament period laid great stress 
on the Christians living sinless lives. Sin was taken seri­
ously and forgiveness ·was not readily given. ' Because 
the Apologists, to whom the world is indebted for most of 
its information, knew that the most favorable impression 
could be made for Christianity by calling attention to the 
benevolent activities of the Christian community, they 
reported acts of mercy extensively in comparison to scant 
mention of other uses of church funds. 6 Could we not 
help • the good influence of the church and forward the 
cause of Christ by being as conscious as the early Chris­
tians were that their pure, well ordered daily lives is a 
t~stimony for Christ? The American home is in trouble, 
and because we are influenced by our secular environ­
ment, the same forces are affecting our homes and many 
Christian families. are confused, disturbed, and differ 
Jittle if any from their neighbors. We must have as an 
ultimate concern for our homes that they not only serve 
us well but that they also serve Christ in the community. 

If this does not sound as • though I am discussing family 
finances or money problems in marriage, I justify this ap.. 

s Ruth 2:8-13. 
' Everett Ferguson, E a r l y Christians Speak ( Austin, Texas: Sweet 

Publishing Company, 1971) pp. 188. 184. 
l5 Ibid., p. 214 
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proach by quoting from the "Introduction'' of Money and 
Yowr Marriages: "Money is not the key to a successful 
marriage. The key is found in the personal attributes of the 
two partners to the marriage - their capacity to love, to 
share and to grow." 6 If money means so much itself, or 
if it is the symbol of other things - a tool or weapon 
employed by other emotions - until it is the source of 
irritation, unpleasant scenes, and family arguments, the 
will to be Christian must be challenged and encouraged to 
be strong enough to solve family financial problems. 

WHY HAVE MONEY PROBLEMS? 

It cannot be shown that family money problems exist 
today because people are not trying, for every indicator 
points to more effort, especially by men, to achieve voca.. 
tional advancement, higher earnings, and a higher edu­
cation level, indicated by the number of adults in night 
school or taking some college work. One out of three wives 
work out of the home today and many men, and some 
women, hold two jobs - a practice called "moonlighting.'' 
Family wage-earners try harder, but they still have money 
problems. 

Although they try harder and have more money and may 
seem to have adequate family income, at least on paper, 
their families seem to need more. It seems like a contradic­
tion to have more but also always to need more, but this 
condition is a reality in America. In the mid-sixties there 
were more wage-earner bankruptcies than in the mid­
thirties aepression years. Mortgage foreclosures increased 
four hundred per cent in thP ten yPar neriorl h'-'P."i11ninu in 
1955. Installment debt not only increased but the per cent 

6 Carl F. HnwvPr. Roy A. Burkhart, and Jamf)S A. PPter~on. Moncu 
and Yo11.r Marriage (Washington. D. C.: The Educatim,..,l SPrv­
ices Division National Consumer Finance Association, 1963) p. 1. 
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of debt to income increased more rapidly. Families gen­
erally report that they do not have enough money. 

Why are there money problems? Experts say that prob­
lems exist, except for those families in the poverty· area, 
because the money families have is not managed properly. 
Citing the need for basic training in money management, 
Sidney Margolius concluded that planning will go a long 
way toward solving financial pr"1>lems in most families. " 

WHAT ARE THE PREVALENT MONEY PROBLEMS? 

If every family made a list of its financial problems, 
either or both of the following would appear on most of 
them: 

1. Overindebtedness. Financial counselors have found 
that most families that are strapped by an unmanageable 
amount of debt have always been in debt. They cannot 
resist easy credit and, in common with most families, en­
counter the emergency situation that brings a financial 
crisis. The result is often recriminations, quarrels, and 
serious emotional after effects that may change behavior 
of husbands and wives toward each other. The wif~ may 
go to work, the husband begin moonlighting, and other 
such efforts to bring in more money may cause further 
deterioration of the home. Margolius quotes a family coun­
selor, who said, "Families do make money one of the battle­
grounds of marriage, and this often is a symptom of a 
deep-seated problem." He went on to observe that "an 
emotional problem can quickly develop into a financial 

7 Sidney Margolius, How to Make Most of Your Money (New York: 
Appleton-Century. 1966) p. 6. 
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one, . . . In exactly the opposite direction, money prob­
lems can intensify emotional ones." 8 

2. The control of money. In many marriages this is no 
problem at all. Some couples may accept it as traditional 
that the husband handle the· money. He may feel comfort­
able in this role. He may ·have sense for figures and act 
intelligently and with understanding toward his wife. 
They may talk together all along about what he is doing 
with the money and bQth may respond and participate 
happily in their financial plans. In other families the wife 
may take or be given the handling of the money. She may 
seem to care more for this sort of thing, and may, in fact, 
find a feeling of security in being the family's bookkeeper. 
The key to a successful marriage really is not who handles 
the money but the attitudes and qualities of the people 
involved. The author of The YO'Ung Mam,a,ge relates a fam­
ily's experience in successful money management and 
concludes the story by saying: 

This young husband did hit upon the most important single 
explanation for the very varied ways couples arrive at a 
mutually satisfactory plan for spending and saving. "The 
way people handle money," he observed, "reflects the way 
they consider each other." 9 

Sometimes, unfortunately, people do not understand 
themselves or one another, and neither are they always 
considerate. Nowhere is the the role of emotional problems 
in the marriage partners themselves more evident than in 
the quarrels over who controls the family money. If the 
husband may be doing all the shopping, or may be accom­
panying his wife and paying the bill. Many wives have 
complained bitterly that they feel belittled and continually 

8 Jbid., pp. 9, 10. 
9 Mary Anne Guitar and the Editors of Good Housekeeping, The 

Young Mamage (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, 1968) p. 78. 
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humiliated· by always having to ask for money. She may 
finally give way to harsh cutting words that the husband 
reacts to equally emotinally. He may be using control of 
the money to bolster his shaky ego, and her attack, as 
he interprets it, may cause him to be put down in a way 
that he pulls away from his wife. She then may complain 
that he is indifferent to her or doesn't love her, and she 
may retaliate by indifference and- withholding herself 
from him. Sex used as a weapon may further compound 
their problems. Then, again, she may go out and charge a 
new outfit - one she really didn't want and obviously 
the problem ridden family can't afford - at the depart­
ment store. 

The woman may, on the other hand, be the family fin­
ance controller. The husband may on impulse buy and buy 
and buy (for his hobby, for his ego, for instant gratifica­
tion) until the wife's planning is for nothing. Or don't 
overlook sudden emergencies - an accident, loss of job, 
medical bills - that bring a financial crisis. The husband 
may charge his wife with poor management, saying their 
problem is all her fault ~nrl demand that he be j?iven the 
money control. The battleground is money, the problems 
are emotional with social, moral, and spiritual impact, and 
the fight is on. When it is over the home may be destroyed. 
No divorce may occur - after all, the Christian doesn't 
believe in divorce - but the home is unhappy. The con­
stant family fussing will <lestro:v ::1 lmo~t all possibility of 
the children really learning to be Christian in attitudes 
and life. The adults face themselves with contempt for 
pretending to be Christians when they know they are not. 
The church suffers as a result of their guilt and the com-

• munity exists without the example and influence of a 
christian home. 
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The handling of finances is, in fact, one of the major emo­
tional battlegrounds of marriage. Half of the couples who 
come to Family Service agencies for counseling report severe 
problems with money. Yet only a tiny proportion - six per 
cent, to be exact - are in difficulty because of inadequate 
income or unusual financial need. Most of the couples are in 
trouble for two other reasons: immature or unrealistic at­
titudes about money; or the emotional use of money, either 
as a weapon or as a compensation for inadequacies. 10 

TEENS WHO MARRY 

801 

Everyone knows, with the possible exception of the teen-­
agers themselves, that those who marry too young in­
crease the risks to their marriage greatly. Others have 
counselled on these proble:ms, but it falls within the scope 
of this lecture to consider the financial problems of youth-­
ful husbands and wives. Their number one problem probab-­
ly will be overindebtedness. They seem to be vulnerable 
in three significant aras: inexperience and no time to get 
experience, the arrival of a child or children which in­
creases their responsibility, and they are reaching an age 
wh.en they can receive credit. 

Very young couples, especially have little chance to get any 
financial experience before they are plunged into responsi­
bilities. Over 40 per cent of brides today are still in their 
tens. More first babies are born to girls of nineteen than any 
other age. The new family heads are equally young. 

• • • 
Many wage earners also have only recently arrived at the 
point where they are candidates for credit and more ambiti­
ous purchases. 11 

• When a young couple, who already have the problems 
of adjusting ~ each other and of separating from their 

10 Norman M. J,obsenz and Clark W. Blackburn, "Hidden Meanings 
of Money in Marriage," Ladies Home Journal, July 1968, quoted 
con~ensed in pamphlet: : How to Manage Your Money ( Pleasant­
ville, N. Y.: Reader's Digest, 1970) pp. 7, 8. 

11 Margolius, Op. cit., p. 6. 
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parents, become money-troubled, they are going to need 
help right away, and hopefully they will have the good 
judgment to seek it for thmselves. The couple, however, 
may not have any idea where they can find help, and they 
may not, in fact, sure what their problem is. For ex­
ample, they cannot always tell the difference between a 
basic money problem and in-law interference.. Fusses 
over money in this early adjustment period can be especial­
ly damaging to their relationship. 

One thing that is on the plus side for young couples is 
that they are relatively amenable to developing a money 
plan. 12 They are more willing to seek help. But why wait 
until driven to it by financial problems? It makes far more 
sense to learn about financial responsibility before prob­
lems develop. I suggest the following: Parents, educate 
your children to accept responsibility. Young people get 
the stars out of your eyes and think about the business 
side of marriage because a couple madly in love, convinced 
that they will be "able to manage" and that it is dreary to 
budget, is a couple headed for trouble. 18 At least, go to 
the library and check out R book and read it. Several good 
ones are listed in the bibliography. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

1. Communicat.e. The ·number one aid to solving the 
money problem, and all the primary and attendant prob­
lems that cause it or go along with it, is communication. If 
one by nature has difficulty communicating his feelings, 
or if estrangement has occurred and husband and wife 
have ceased to talk, the planning that is critical and vital 

12 Ibid., p. 200. 
tSM,,ry Anne nuitar and Eds. of Good Housekeepin.a, The Yottng 

Marriage, (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, 968) p. 51. 
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to solving financial problems in the home is impossible. 
Husbands and wives, and any children old enough to con­
tribute, mU8t communicate: even if they can't they must! 
But· what do they talk about? 

2. Values in your marriage. In Money and Your Marri­
age, in opposition to a kind of Epicurean attitude, the 
authors say: 

Such an attitude may make you feel carefree for the moment, 
but time has a sinister way of catching up with you. And if 
you do not set your distant as well as your immediate goals 
early in your marriage, you may one day find that you share 
the plight of many couples: suddenly a lifetime has passed 
you by. None of the things you wanted out of life has come 
,your way and it's too late now to make a fresh start. 14 

The values you hold and the values your partner in marri­
age holds will have much in common, but they will also 
differ. It is important, therefore, that you talk together 
of te worthiness of your goals and agree on those that 
seem best for your home. Plan how to attain these goals 
and work together to reclizc these ,·alues. Harvey Scott 
wrote: "We should plan for problems. We tend to think 
everything will run smoothly, but what we need to be 
thinkin,r about is things running meaningf?,lly.15 

It is hardly necessary, perhaps, to remind you that to 
measure all that you hope to attain in life in thingB is rank 
materialism. It is an exclusive "this world" outlook that 
is as hopeless as it is belittling. Materialism is deceptive. 
Ask yourselves these questions about your financial goals: 
Do I wish to accumulate money or property without a 
righteous purpose for its use? Does my feeling of security 
fluctuate according to the amount of material goods I 

14 Ov. cit., p. 2. 
15 Har.•ey Scott, Parent Education (Texarkana. Trx:ts: The Chris­

tian Helper, 1946), p·p. 78, 79. 
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possess? Do I desire to live on and eschew the thought of 
dying because I cannot accept the idea of leaving my 
possessions behind? Do I hold God at arms length lest He 
get close enough to me that I might get involved and have 
to give up some of my "things'' for Him? ts Your answer 
to these questions can easily and quickly reveal whether 
you are a materialist. Money is a menace but it doesn't 
have to be. Here is- a check list of what should go into 
family goals: 

( 1) Basic ideas about the size of your family and the 
quality of life you wish to have. 

( 2) Evaluation of your present work and what changes· 
you want to make. 

( 3) Long range housing plans. 
(4) Education needs and desires. 
( 5) Recreation: hobby, vacations, travel. 
( 6) Future security. 
( 7) Personal development. 

You will notice that no separate listing was made for 
Christ, the church, and religion. I think that the considera­
tion of what is Christian must be asked as you study each 
of the above. You must find what is God's will for you in 
family life, in choice and pursuit of work and education, 
in recreational and social activities, in future and reti.re­
ment goals, and above all in your personal development 
plans. 

3. Learn and use proper money management techniques. 
I feel compelled to put in some information and recom­
mendations by experts on ordinary day to day family fin­
ancial planning. More often it is not the size of the in-

ts Similar questions with discussions may be found in the following: 
William S. Banowsky, "Happy is That People Whose God is the 
Lord," 20th Century Christian, XXIV, p. 20 (-April 1962) 
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come that precipitates a family financial cns1s; ~ther 
it is how carelessly, _undisciplinedly, or ignorantly we let 
it slip through our fingers. Margolius says: 

One reason for the widespread lack of financial skills is that 
modern families usually are not trained in money manage­
ment. . . . A survey of a number of heavily indebted Ohio 
couples found almost all urging - unlike themselves - young 
people be trained in money management before they get out 
of school.17 

Let me give this lectureship audience a crash cou~se in 
family finance. The following four basic rules are suggested 
in Money and Your Marriages: 

1. Keep your methohd of money management simple. 
2. Work out a method that is right for you, rather than 

to use a set of "average" or "model'' figures. 
3. Don't try to do it all in your head; keep a written ac .. 

count of what you spend. 
•• 4. Be realistic. 18 

Here are four principles to remember: 
1. Regulate your spending so it will accomplish rather 

than hinder you in realizing your goals. 
2. Make your income - not some daydream - the actual 

basis of your financial planning. 
3. Change yout financial plans as your family situation 

changes, but stick with it until then. 
4. Financial planning should be a family project. 19 

Here are some real practical ideas: 

1. Spread out expenses. I am referring to lar:ger fixe'd 
expenses such as house payments, car payments, 8JJd 
insurance premiums. •• 

17 Sidney Margolius, <YJJ. cit., p. 6. 
18 Carl F. Hawver, Roy A. Burkhart, and James A. Peterson, Op. cit., 

p. 6. 
19 JUd., pp. 6, 7, 
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2. Balance your checkbook. 
3. Keep records. 
4. Watch out for "More.'' This is an emotional thing. 

Pick your living standard - not the proverbial Jones 
- but pick one you can handle. 

5. Allow personal allowances for all. 
6. Seek for information on spending and . saving. One 

author said: "The average woman spends money in a 
super market at the rate of $19 per hour. In contrast 
her husband earns $2.60 - the average industrial 
:rate in 1965.'' 2o 

Here is the place to say something about what the Bible 
,ays on money: 

1. Work is a blessing, for in the perfect environment of 
Eden God said, "Keep and dress the garden." 21 

2. Work also partakes of the nature of a penalty. 22 

3. But it. is a necessity for one's own sustenance, 23 for 
-caring for one's family, 24 and to help the needy.26 

4. Watch out about credit. 26 

5. Make money your servant. 21 

6. Money is a tyrant when it is your master. 28 

·7. Love of money is evil. Whether it is the money itself 
or what it symbolizes it is a major source of trouble 
in the home. 29 

20 Sidney Margolius, op. cit., p. 7. 
21 Genesis 2: 15. 
12 Genesis 8 :19. 
rill Thessalonians 8:10. 
H I Timothy 5 :8. 
215 Acts 20 :85; E'phesians 4 :28; I Timothy 6: 17 .. 
26 Romans 18:8. 
27 Luke 12: 15. 
28 Luke 16: 18; • Ecclesiastes 5: 12. 
29 I Timothy 6:10f; Hebrews 18:5f. 
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8. Making "gold my hope'' is "an iniquity to be punished 
by the judge." 80 

9. The Christian must give of his money. a1 

10. What he gives is treasured up in heaven. 82 

Isaac Errett wrote: 

Our life is made up of what we receive and what we give, 
and one's charact.er may be estimated from the answer to 
two questions: 
1. What has he received? 2. What has he given? 88 

Perhaps a final Scripture may be your prayer: 

Give m.e neitlver pO'Verty nor riches; 
·Feed me 'W'ith food convewumt for me; 
Le8t I be full and <Leny thee, 
And say, Who iB the Lord? 
Or lest I be poor, and steal, 
And take the name of my God in vain. " 

QUESTIONS 

1. How is quality of family life relevant to evangelism and Chris­
tian outreach? 

2. Ruth was a foreigner, a Moabitess, and could not expect to be 
received in a Jewish community, but explain why she won the 
community's heart and find a verse near the end of the book 
that gives their assessment of her. 

3. Which is more important in marriage, money or personalities? 
4. What influence may the Christian family's money management 

or mismanagement have on the home and in a community? 
5. In general do families have money problems because of lack of 

effort? Because of lack of enough money? 

so Job 81 :24, 28. 
31 I Corinthians 16 :2; II Corinthians 9 :7. 
a2 Matthew 6: 19. 
as Isaac Errett, Bible Readings- (Cincinnati: Standard Publishing 

Company. 1915) p. 258. 
H Proverbs 31 :8. 
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6. Why do they have money problems? 
7. Name two major family finances problems. 
8. Explain why financilly troubled families' problems are not just 

money. 
9. Who controls the money in your family and how have you been 

able to adjust out a working arrangement? 
ro. Give three areas where very young husbands and wives are 

wlnerable to overindebtedness. 
11. What is the most important action to take in solving family 

financial problems! 
12. Why are family. g~als +n~ar_y .. to. good .money. management! 
13. Know and .. explain ·four basic rules of money management. 
14. Study Romans 18 :8, and if possible see what various commentar­

ies on the book say. Is use of credit subject to spiritual or Scrip­
ture regulation? Please explain your answer. 

15. When is "enough" enough! 
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OUTLINE 

INTRODUCTION: 

How tragic is the thought of being homeless. 
I. THE HOMELESS 

1. Infants and children 
2. Juvenile 
3. Transient 
4. Widows 
5. Aged 

II. A HOME 
1. Adoptive 

-309-
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2. Foster 
3. Congregational 
4. Institutional 

III. MAKING 
1. Destroys 
2. Redeems 

CONCLUSION: 
The purpose of the church is to glorify God. 

INT-RODUGTION 

The thought of being "homeless" is a sad thought indeed. 
Think about being without anyone in the world. Try to 
imagine yourself unwanted, unloved, neglected, and com­
pletely rejected. Such thoughts are almost beyond us! How 
frightening, how terrifying, and how lonesome it is to be 
homeless. Yet, tJhere are so many in the world without the 
pleasures of family relationships which we so often take 
for granted. There are thousands of neglected individuals 
in our own county. A good title for this lecture might be 
"Loving the Unloved." 

From the Biblical point of view, this lecture deals with 
the restoration of New Testament benevolence, which may 
be defined as the disposition to do good, an act of kind­
ness, or a generous gift. We will be discussing bringing 
back a concern for the homeless that would be pleasing to 
divinity. We are talking about aiding people, humanity, 
those created in tJhe image <'f God, but for the grace of 
God US. 1 

The topic, "Making a Home for the Homeless," lends 
itself to a natural 4ivision into three parts: making - a 
home - for the homeless. For the sake of outline, I wish 
to reverse my topic and begin with the last division. 

11 Corinthians 15 :10 
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THE HOMELESS 

In speaking of the homeless we are discussing those who 
do not enjoy the blessings of love, understanding, parents, 
closeness, or friendship conducive to a fainily environ­
ment. Our minds are inclined to immediately turn to in­
fants and children when we think of the term homeless. 
However, in this study we desire to broaden our scope in 
many areas and thus include all homeless. It would seem 1:o 
me that much of our thinking has been too shallow con­
cerning this problem in times past. We are deeply grateful 
for the work which has been done and sacrifices which 
have been made, but the fact remains ffllat the vast major­
ity of homeless, have been neglected by God's own people. 

Inf ants and Children 

Many babies enter this world unwanted and thus un­
loved. The challenge of finding homes for children from 
birth to age ten is not nearly so great as that of. finding 
homes for other homeless. The attractive, cute, adorable, 
soft, sweet child can more easily find a home. However, 
this past January Christ's Haven !had -·calls to take forty­
five children and they were able to place eleven. Our local 
homes can handle approximately eighteen to twenty per 
cent of the calls they receive, thus leaving about eighty 
per cent neglected. These are the homeless we usually de­
sire, and sometimes it seems as if we are only concerned 
about this group of homeless individuals. 

Jesus loved children and made His attitude known by 
His actions, "And he took a child, he said unto them, wlho­
soever shall receive one of such children in my name ~ 
ceiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not 
me, but him that sent me." 2 Let us continue and expand 

2Mark 9 :86-37 
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our concern in this area, but not to the neglect of other 
rejected individuals. 

Juvenile 

We now enter an area that is less attractive and more 
neglected. The Word sais, "As we have therefore oppor­
tl.µlity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith." 8 This passage has 
often been used to promote support of children in our in­
stitutional homes, but take note of the word "all". This 
powerfully pointed passage shows that we are to love and 
do good even to the unlovable based on the opportunity 
presented. Brethren, today I hope to show you the oppor­
tunities! 

The juvenile usually is neither appearing or apprecia­
tive. He may be delinquent or just neglected, but the· out­
standing point is. that he is homeless. Presently in Tar­
ran~. • County twenty to twenty-five more foster homes are 
needed for juvenile delinquents . 

. Our help for anyone should not be based on "worthli­
ness" but on need. Maybe the juvenile delinquent is not 
"deserving'' of our help, but the real question is does he 
need it? We have • too long passed by on the other side 
thinking others are not "worthy" or ''deserving'' of our 
help. Where would we be today if God and Christ had taken 
this same attitude toward us? No, we were not deserving 
either, but we were in need of God's love and by His 
grace it was provided! Let me remind us that while we 
were yet in our sins, Christ died for us. ' Let us allow 

)OUr grace ~ be seen among men t'hat they might glorify 

!Galatians 6: 10 

4Romaris 6:8 
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our heavenly father. We- should become more concerned 
with the cure of their dilemma than the cause!· 

The most neglected among the homeless are the juvenile 
delinquents, the retarded or mentally incompetent, and the 
blacks. Can we who are commissioned to love all neglect 
any? 

Transient 

The transient would be equivalent to the sojourner or 
stranger mentioned in the Bible. 5 God has always en­
couraged His people to be a people of great hospitality. 
There are many strangers who enter our city in need of 
help and without home, family, or friends. Many only need 
a home away from home for a few hours or days. These 
are to be considered among the homeless. 

Widows 

Widows, whether by death or desertion, stand in need of 
love and assistance from the people of God. The church 
sustains an outstanding obligation toward those that are 
widows, yet over the years it seems as if we have not 
even besrun to work Slt t'h.i~ e-reat tftsk ! There are many 
even among us that are neglected both by their own un­
concerned family and by the church of God~ These people 
are lonely and many times unable to attend to necessary 
itemR. Thank God for people like we have at Ridglea West 
who have, for example, been caring for one widow ( doing 
her shopping, laundry. etc.) weekly for fifteen years. 
These widows need and deserve our time, friendship, fel­
lowship, and love. 

Inspiration says, "'Ye shall not afflict any widow, or 
-----

&Hebrews 18:2 
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fatherless child." 6 Yet we continue to afflict many by 
refusing to remove their afflictions. How many widows in 
the congregation Wihere you attend have their burdens 
lifted continually by the people of G-Od? It may be time in 
most churches to begin murmuring concerning the neglect­
ed widows even as the Grecians did! 7 We have pointed 
out God's union between faith and baptism for years. Is it 
not now time also to note the union of widows and the 
fatherless? 8 The same passage that would encourage 
us to provide for homeless children just as strongly urges 
that we provide for homeless widows. The ohurch is charged 
with relieving those who are widows indeed, and indeed 
we should! 9 Yes, providing homes for the homeless in­
volves providing for the neglected widows. 

Aged 

How many are there among us who are ''aged" casta­
ways? Even great servants of God, elders and preachers, 
have been cast into the pit of loneliness and despair be­
cause the attention of the people is directed elsewhere. 
There are many "aged homeless" who have no family or 
the family they do have neglects them. Functions of both 
body and mind deteriorate with age, and thus, help is 
needed to provide love and understanding. 

There are basically three kinds of love. One says, I will 
love if. Or I will love the homeless if they are sweet and 
responsive. The second love says, I love because. I love 
homeless children because they are cute and kind. The 
third kind of love is the kind we should all possess toward 
the homeless. It says, I love you in spite of. I love you in 

&Exodus 22 :22 
7Acts 6:1 
8James 1:27 
01 Timothy 5 :16 
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spite of your emotional problems, your attitude, your age 
or looks. This is the love we must have for all others. 
This is supreme love and genuine love as God would have 
it to be! This is the love God has shown to us in giving 
His son. 

A HOME 

A home involves much more than a house in which to live 
and a convenient place to stay. It involves more than me~ 
ly going to see those in need. It is more than a group of 
young people coming to sing to the elderly once a month 
or an "Xmas'' basket once a year. A home is a close re­
lationship of love and. understanding. There are many 
ways a home may be established for the homeless. 

Adoptive 

We have all been adopted into the family of God.10 Parents 
may desire to adopt infants, children, or juveniles, and thus 
allowing the one time homeless to become a part of their 
family unit. Your family might want to "adopt'' a grand­
parent and provide a family in this way for one of the 
neglected aged. 

Foster 

One may also desire to give a child a home until the child 
can be permanently placed. This type home is truly a home 
of hospitaiity. There are many opportunities to keep 
juveniles . until their particular situation can be worked 
out. Custodial care is also needed for mentally incom­
pentent. This care involves the receiving of funds to be 
spent in behalf of the incompent. 

10Ephesians 1:6; Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:16, 28; Romans 9:4 
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Congregational, 

Congregations of the Lord's people can work together in 
establishing their own homes for the homeless. At the 
Ridglea West Children's Home some of our own members 
are serving as· houseparents, and this program really in­
volves the entire membership. Churches can build, rent, 
or lease property for this purpose, and -the· local child-care 
agencies will work with you in legally placing children in 
your home. 

lmtitutional 

Throughout our great brotherhood there are already 
established institutions to care for those without homes. 
These homes need our continued financial and moral sup­
port. Their only real limitations come from lack of facil­
ities and support. The opportunity of giving someone a 
home is ever before them. Brethren, the challenge is ours! 
Let us become involved in caring for the· homeless! 

MAKING 

Good words, fair speeches, or good intentions are not 
sufficient to accomplish the task. Making a home would 
involve making arrangements to secure the necessary in­
gredients for a proper home environment. We must realize 
that such a response is an apex of Christianity. 

Destroys 

Before one can provide a home for the homeless, cer. 
tain sinful things must be destroyed~ For example, in re-. 
storing cars, furniture or one's health in order to bring 
them back to their original luster, grandeur, beauty, and 
value, certain things must be removed. So it is in the king­
dom of God as we restore New Testament benevolence. 
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Those who would attain such a noble goal must destroy 
prejudiceness, envy, hate, hostility, and covetousness.11 It 
is also necessary to put away pride, idleness, haughtiness, 
and self-centeredness.12 As long as these things remain, we 
will never fully open up our hearts to the unloved. 

Redeems 

Benevolence is a mark of mature Christian. Thus, it is 
not obtained without careful, prayerful preparation. Care 
for the homeless requires· bringing back New Testament 
self-denial. If we are to care for . othe~, we must,--surely 
deny self, take up the cross, and follow Christ.11 The early 
Christians sold that they might give, and we often buy 
until we say ~ cannot give.14 .Brethren, it will take some 
sacrifices to accomplish the great task of providing for the 
homeless! 

N~w Testament concern for others must be brought back 
as a vital part of Christianity before we will have the 
proper attitude toward the homeless. This concern in­
volves compassion, mercy, empathy, . ..and hospitality.15 

There are so many neglected, deserted, unloved, aged, and 
• lonely people about whom we should be personally con­

cerned. Our Lord was poor. He suffered and identified 
with the poverty stricken. He was down traddened, abused 
and misused by the masses. The Bible suggests that the 
poor are Christ's representatives on earth.18 Pure religion 
involves concern for people.11 

tlJames 2:9; Luke 10 
12Ezekial 16:49-50; James 4:~; I..Thnothy -6:17-19 
isMatthew 19:21; u·Corinthians 8:113; Ephesians 4:28 
HLuke 12:44 
115Hebrews 13 :3; Luke 6 :31; Matthew 5 :46-47; Matthew 23 :23; 

Matthew 18 :28-33 
16:Matthew 25 
17James 1 :27 
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Pure love for all must be restored for love is action. 
According to the unanimous consent of all major Greek­
English lexicons the word "agape" (love) includes the idea 
of benevolence. Agape is undefeatable goodwill. It is the 
attitude toward others which no matter what others do will 
never feel bitterness and which will always seek their 
highest good. Christian love is that which will always seek 
the highest good of otl)ers and which accepts all the diffi­
culties, all the problems, and all the toil which that search 
involves. Genuine love is always expressive. Thus, the 
Christian's love for his fe]Iowrnan will be expressive. Thus, 
the Christian's love for his fellowman will be expressed by 
giving them benevolent help when needed. The way we 
really prove our love for those without homes is to make 
homes for them. 

CONCLUSION 

Caring for those without the blessing of a home involves 
lives, souls, and the future. It is the purpose of the church 
to glorify God by our good works. We need to gain a 
reputation for being a people of grace, love, and concern 
for others. 

If it is right to provide for the homeless, then it is wrong 
not to. If it is God's will that we love even the unloveable, 
then it is Satan's will that we do not. Let us be motivated; 
let us become involved; let us provide for all the homeless. 
May God be our helper as we wake up and accept this 
cha]Ienge, 

QUESTIONS 

1. Describe being "homeless". 
2. Define home. 
3. Why are delinquents often neglected? 
4. What must be destroyed before we will really become concerned 
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about the needs of others? 
5. Why should our response be based on need instead of "worthi-

ness"? 
6. Give reasons for the Christian loving even the unloveable person. 
7. Defines benevolence. 
8. Define "agape". 
9. How can we express love for the homeless? 

10. List those whom you feel are most neglected by Christians. 
11. What does Galatians 6:10 prove? 
12. What must be redeemed before we will really provide for those 

without homes? 
18. How may we glorify God? 
14. List the ways a home may be provided for the homeless. 
15. Explain how making a home for the homeless is an apex of 

Christianity. 
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SOUL OF THE HOME 

INTRODUCTION 
1. Word "home" -Poets eulogize it as 

sweetest word in language. 
2. God established the home. 

8. Memories of home grow ever sweeter 
as years go by. 

I. HOME CHARACTERISTICS 
1. Home a basic unit of society. 
2. Home a critical training ground. 
3. Home a bundle of relationships. 

II. THE SOUL OF THE HOME 
1. Love the "Sine Qua Non." 
2. Kindred attributes. 
8. Strength of a loving Home. 

CONCLUSION 
1. Recognize the importance of Home. 
2. Determine to work to preserve the Home. 
8. Ask God to ·support you in this. 

Prayer for Home. 

INTRODUCTION 

The w~rd "Home" is undoubtedly one of the most beauti­
ful in all language. A mere mention of the word serves to 
bring a flood of memories and pleasant thoughts. Our Eng­
lish word "home" derives from the Old English word "ham" 
meaning "house and land."1 Also, the Old High German 
word "heim'' meant "home." Hence, you see words like 

lEric Partridge. Origins. N.Y. Macmillan Co. 1961. 1>.- 292. 
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Nottingham, Birmingham, Blenheim, Hamlet, etc. and you 
appreciate the ancient meaning that attached to them. 
However, as we shall see, the, the word "home" is now as­
sociated with considerably more in concept and practice 
than a mere house and land. 

The word "home'' is mentioned only 48 times in the 
Bible while the word ''house" and "houses" is mentioned 
well over one thousand times.2 

Thoughout history, Poets have eulogized this beautiful 
word because of its acquired meaning. Perhaps one of the 
most loved and familiar poems is that of John Howard 
Payne. He wrote in part: 

'Mid pleasures and palaces though we may roam 
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home; 
A charm from the sky seems to hallow us there, 
Which, seek through the world, is ne'er met with elsewhere 

Home, home, sweet, sweet home! 
There's no place like home, oh, there's no place like home.s 

The word "home'' and the thoughts connected with it 
have the power to deeply affect us, to animate us, and to 
suffuse our being with joy and to totally change out atti­
tudes. The author recalls, that during a ministry of visiting 
the sick in a local hospital, many incidents arose which 
clearly illustrate the above statement. It was a common 
occurrence to visit an ailing person and find him gloomy, 
discouraged and apprehensive. Then, one morning, what a 
change had come over the patient! Invariably, they would 
proclaim the glad news, "I'm going home today." 

2Alexander Cruden. Cruden's Complete Concordance. N.Y. Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston. 1949. pp. 310, 311 and 316-320. 

3John Howard Payne, quoted in Best Loved Poems of the American 
People. N.Y. Doubleday & Co. 1936. p. 369. 
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God estahliJlhed the Home. 

The home is the oldest institution in the world. It has 
a history dating from the beginning of the human race. 
After the creation of Adam, the first man, God gave him the 
duty of dressing the garden and ceded to him the dominion 
over all things that moved upon the earth, swam through 
the sea, or flew through the air. Even with it all, Adam was 
not complete. The Bible states, ''And the Lord God said, 
,it is not good that man should be alone; I will make an 
helpmeet for him." We are further told, "And the Lord 
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: • 
and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead 
thereof; and the rib which the Lord God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh : she shall be ca11ed woman because she was 
taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh."' So, this union was the forming of the 
first home. Adam and Eve were the first husband and 
wife. Their home was formed by God. And their posterity 
were to establish their own homes. The pattern prevails 
unto this present day. It is God's nlan and God's pattern. 

Since God established the home, it is assuredly a ''good'' 

institution notwithstanding present-day philosophical on­
slaughts against the home, family and marriage. God pro­
nounced all that he did as "good" and that definitely in­
cludes the home. 

Memories grow dearer year by year 

The memory of one's childhood home grows dearer as the 
years go by. Such memories have the power to make strong 

'Genesis 2:18, 21-24. 
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men weep. The memory of family joys, now long since 
gone by, uplift the heart as well as evoke a reverent sad­
ness because they are gone. And, home and memories of it 
grow even dearer wheri once the circle has been broken, 
in a physical sense, by the death of some one of its mem­
bers. I admonish you now, you are blessed with living par­
ents, brothers and sisters, you had better be often with them 
while you have the opportunity for the day will dawn when 
you can no longer share and enjoy their company on this 
earth. I speak from personal experience. Let no petty 
trifle keep you and your children from the company, but 
be with them all you can, w.hile you can. 

One will • certainly thank -God more every day for the 
memory of a happy Christian home and for the strength it 
has given him to face life and turn it to the glory of God. 
The well known Texas short story writer 0. Henry, said: 

"You can't appreciate home till you've left 
it, money till its spent, your wife till 
she's joined a woman's club, nor Old Glory 
till you see it hanging on a broomstick 
on the shanty of a consul in. a foreign town."' 

Quotations. Boston. Little, Brown and Co. 1955. p. 8~1. 

·Mr. A. P. Stanley, one of the powerful preachers of yes­
teryear, in his sermons on special occasions," said: 

"There has not been a generation of men for the last three 
thousand years, there will not be a generation to the end 
of time, in which some will not read with sympathy that 
story on which the greatest master of ancient poetry bas 
spent all his art-which tells of the return of Ulysses 
after his long absence; the wife counting the weary days 
in the bJlls of Ithaca; the dog leaping up in his master's 
face and dying of joy; ·the aged servants recognizing 
their long-lost chief as he treads once more his father's 
threshold. To any man worthy of the name, the thoughts 

50. Henry. The Fourth in Salvador, quoted in Bartlett's Familiar 
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of mother, wife, and children, and brothers and sisters, are 
among the most il).spiring, the most purifying, the most 
elevating of all the motives which God has given us to 
steady our steps, and guide our consciences, and nerve us 
for duty, through all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life. Happy, thrice happy is he or she who 
keeps this sanctuary pure and undefiled. False to his 
country, and false to the true interests an.d the holy pro­
gress of mortals is he or she who undermines or destroys 
it. Not charity only, but all of the virtues of which char­
ity is the bond begin and end at Home."6 

Home Characteristics 

325 

Now, while a home can and does exist where there are 
no children, yet it is our thought in this lecture of the 
home as comprised of Father, Mother, and Children. Not all 
homes are Christian homes. That is a sad reality of our 
world. Yet, we speak today in this lecture of Christian 
homes, homes where Christ is made the Head of everything. 
There are over 50,000,000 homes today in the United States 
of America alone. Only relatively few of them are Christian 
homes. Over 1,000 new homes are established daily in this 
country. The single most important characteristic of a 
home is the central philosophy and belief around which 
everything else turns and upon which all else is centered. ~ 

Home a basic unit of society 

The Home, considered abstractly, is a microcosm of the 
church, and of society as a whole. The home is a basic 
building block of society since homes, taken together, make 
up society. Indeed, it would be difficult to conceive of 'a 
society without homes as we know them and more difficult 
still to define a society without identifiable units such as 
6A. P. Stanley, quoted· in Volume V, Great Texts of the Bible. Lon-

don. Waverly Book Co. 1911. pp. 74, 75. 
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homes. Such a conglomerate mass with no lines of discern­
ible distinction is almost unthinkable. And yet, men have 
seriously put forward the absurd suggestion in the past, 
that the home unit should be essent{a!ly broken up and the 
duties and pleasures of the home and home life be parceled 
out to the State and other minions of government. Sup­
posedly, this would lead to shaping and programming 
society to develop the strength of the State, perhaps a 
super-State. Fortunately. wis~r h_eads have prevailed .and 
we have not succumbed to such madness. 

Someone has well written: 
"The home is a special unit upon which the church builds, 

because it exposes the whole range of human personality; 
the working father, the brooding mother, the developing 
child. I t is the only enduring and healthy foundation upon 
which national life can be built. No nation has been 
able to survive its loss. When the family goes, the nation 
goes. Anglo-Saxon civilization rests upon its Historically, 
it the base upon which the United States has been built, 
and the unit around which it has revolved."7 

Home a critical thaining ground 

It would be impossible to overemphasize the importance 
of proper home training. Tillman Hobson has said, "Chris­
tianity begins at home. We build our characters there, and 
what we become in after years is largely determined by 
our training and home environment."8 Therfore, home 
training is critical to the future of the Church, the State 
and every other institution vital to the welfare of human­
ity. The duties that devolve upon the Father and the Mother 
are of utmost importance. Mr_ R. 0. Armstrong quotes 
John R. Mott as that in examining the biographies of 128 
ministers covering a period of 500 years, he found that all 

7/nterpreter's Bible. Nashville, Tenn. Abingdon Press. 1952. p. 297. 
BQuoted, New Dictionary of Thoughts. Standard Book Co. 1957. p. 274. 
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but 9 of them came from homes favourable to the work, 
Armstrong then asks, "Does that signify anything!" Then 
he quotes the old Scotch proverb that "an ounce of mother 
is worth a pound of clergy."9 

A child is born into the world without language, taste, 
culture, values, and education, but within twenty years 
he has them all is some form or another. His prevailing 
philosophy, his outlook on life, his concern for others, his 
regard for God and his fellowman, all alike depend upon 
early home training. It is surprising that, with all the 
great historical works on institutions of the past and 
present, nobody has ever written a ·history of the oldest 
institution in the world, the home. 

Not everyone can receive the honors of a University 
education but all are graduates of the home. Someone has 
said that the "two most difficult careers are entrusted to 
amateurs-citizenship and parenthood." Yet ffl! cannot 
afford to be or remain amateurs. We must seek the wis­
dom of God and the help of every good man to make our 
homes a proper and Godly training ground. The home is 
not a democracy but more nearly a patriarchy where the 
father is charged with the grave responsibility of bring. 
ing up the child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.10 

The wise man wrote, "Train up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old he will not depart from it."11 An 
extremely perceptive writer, Alfred A. Montapert has 
written: 

"The United States of America is doomed to be captured. 
An army will march throughout the length and breadth 
of our President. They will elect their own Congress and 

9Quoted, Trea,sury of the Christian World. A. Gordon Nasby (Ed.) 
N.Y. Harper and Bros. 1963. p. 167. 

IO Ephesians 6 :4. 
11Proverbs 22: 6. 
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appoint their own Judiciary. They will take over our 
mint and confiscate all our wealth. They will take over 
our churches and preach what they will. They will ap­
propriate our schools and teach what they will. This 
vast army is on the march-it is our youth!"l2 

Of course these youth are being reared in our homes, 
educated in our schools, and getting their conception of 
God and spiritual values in our churches. What they will 
be when they take over, AND THEY WILL TAKE OVER, 
depends upon us today. Goethe, the great German Philoso­
pher said, "The future of any nation is determined by the 
opinions of its youth under twenty-five years of age."13 

Please realize that parents, good or bad, pretty largely 
shape these opinions. Therefore, t;he Home is a very critical 
training ground. 

Home a bund!,e of relationships. 

A home is much more than a physical structure or an 
association of unrelated people. Many a man has gathered 
rent receipts all his life and owns a home while many 
another has built and paid for a physical structure but 
really never had a home. It is supremely a set of relation­
ships unlike any other in the world. The story was told 
by a now forgotten newsman of a family during the late 
second world war. 

Because of the acute housing shortage, an army family 
was billeted in a local downtown hotel, as were several offi­
cers and their families. On one occasion, a little girl was 
standing about in the hotel lobby. An army Colonel spoke 
these.words to her: "I'm so sorry your family doesn't have 
a home." The little girl, perhaps wise beyond her years, 
replied very sweetly-, "Oh, sir, we have a home. We just 

12Quoted, Sun8hine Magazine, May, 1969, Litchfield, Illinois. p, 5A. 
l S[bid. 
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don't have a house to put it in right now." That anecdote 
illustrates my point that a home .is more than a house. You 
can clearly see the difference generally when visiting for 
a while with a family. 

As surely as God created the home, just as surely did He 
create relationships in the home and assign definite duties 
to each member of the family. They may be ignored or they 
may be poorly managed, but they exist nonetheless. The 
relationships of father, mother, daughter, son, husband, 
and wife all exist in the typical home. To the parents God 
has given the duty and responsibility of training, correction, 
guidance, counsel and discipline. Parents are responsible 
for the physical, social mental and spiritual upbringing 
of the child. To children is given the responsibility of 
obedience, honor, respect, and to all are secured the bless.­
ings and pleasures of a weil ordered home when these re­
sponsibilities are faithfully carried out. This helps to foster 
a congenial and happy atmosphere. The father is pictured 
in the beauty and goodness of God the Father. The mother 
is beautifully depicted in the description of a "worthy 
woman" in the Bible.14 Children are admonished, "Obey 
your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy 
Father and Mother ... "15 

SOUL OF THE HOME 

By 1·ef erring to the-- "soul" of the home, we intend to 
designate the "essence" or "heart'' of the home, that which 
gives it ess.ential existence and that which truly makes it 
a home. 

Love tke "Sine Qua Non." 

14Proverbs 31. 
15Ephesians 6:1, 2. 
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In the author's judgment, the real essense or soul of 
the home is "love." It is the "sine qua non" or the "without 
which not." Without love, there cannot be a home under 
the definition intended in this lecture. Call it w'hat one will, 
an "association of more or less related individuals," an 
"experiment in group dynamics,'' a "grouping for con­
venience," etc., it is not truly a home. 

Love not only gives meaning and authenticity to the word 
and conception of home, it also preserves family life from 
decay, gives strength and beauty to the domestic relations, 
binds the home together, and makes its circle a source of 
elevating influence. 

One writer defined love in this way: 

"Love is an attachment of the affections to any object, 
accompanied with an ardent desire ·to promote its happi­
ness by abstaining frorr: all that could prove injurious to 
it, and by doing all that can promote its welfare, com­
fort or interests."16 

Our definition of love, in the manner in which it ought to 
exist in the home, would go beyond this description. It would 
embrace all that is contained in the concept of filial love and 
affection. Love is the most God-like virtue there is because 
love is born of God. Indeed, John tells us that " .. . God is 
lov ... " 17 May may have love, but God is love! In truth, 
then, we are saying that God is truly the center or soul of 
a home to the extent that love does not permeate and 
characterize the home, to that extent the family falls 
short of truly being a home in the sense of our usage. 

Of course, love is not some maudlin, weak-kneed senti­
mentality or a kind of gushy-mouthed piosity. Love is a 

16Volume Two, Great Books of the Western World, Essays on Love. 
17[ John 4 :8. 
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tougn and. oeaut1lUJ mo.nt.l uyha.IWC • .a....ove Iinds e1oquent and 
g.:.ul.till.c:: t::XpJ.·~1ou ill su-~JJ.JfGLJi, concern, and in uISClpUne, 
auu .1.u cu.uuug ""' g"i:.1,t,i:; w ~,11 1.u.c:' d rea1.1t1~. LOve 1s certa1n-
1y :1101, c1w·acre1:1~ JJ1 a .l-,a.n~.at ouymg a queasy ana shaKY 
~~ W.ftll ms .110~.uo1a i11.toug.n weaKness ana compronuse. 
Love 1s 110, a swapping o..: :i.u·a;ur~ respons1oihty 1or present 
t:X~.1cncy. LOVe ~ees tne ·•oig picture/' the '"long run," 
tne ··mau nsmg out 01 tne·ooy," and distinguishes carefuHy 
.oetwe~.a prmc1va1 an<1 expt;Q1enc.y . ..l:!.:xpectiency is tor the 
p1·esent moment out principles are for the ages. Therefore, 
in ugnt ot aH that l understand to be comprehended in 
tne concept and word "love," I bold it to be the real soul 
ot the home. \t1ithout it, the truest and best sense of the 
word "home" is not realized. A place where people merely 
lodge, a "dormitory attached to a garage'' where folks 
merely eat together on occasion, is not a home. It may be a 
ihouse affiliation. it cannot be a real home unless love is 
centered there. 

Kindred Attributes 
Where love truly exists in a home, there springs from it 

many kindred attributes that make up the realy cultured 
person, virtues that have built civilization. Among these 
kindred attributes of love are kindness, respect, educa,.. 
tion, gratitude, courtesy, obedience, concern, mercy, good­
ness, pity, considerateness, cheerfulness and optimism. 
These make a wonderful home and create an atmsophere 
where children can be led to manhood and womanhood in 
a worthy and honorable manner. A home where love pre­
vails is also a home wheer rligion is evident. The two go 
together. Religion is necessary to the home. Without re­
ligion and reverence for God and things spiritual, we build 
too low and of no avail. 

The inspired writer wrote, "EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD 
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THE HOUSE, THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT BUILD 
IT."18 To have drawn first breath in a truly Christian home 
is to have been born to an inheritance which all the world's 
wealth could not buy. Walter Lippmann once lamented that 
"no mariner ever enters upon a more uncharted sea than 
does the average human being born in the twentieth cen­
tury. Our ancestors knew their way from birth to eternity; 
we are puzzled about the day after tomorrow."19 If that be 
entirely true, it is surely because we are no longer estab­
lishing and maintaining solid Christian homes in our society. 

The acquisitive grasp of our materalistie society has done 
much to erode the sanctity and reverence of the home. It 
has been said that "during a depression we lose our homes 
but during prosperity we lose our homes." Socrates said, 

"If I could get to the highest place in Athens, I would lift 
up my voice and say, 'What mean ye, fellow citizens, 
that ye turn every stone to scrape wealth together, and 
take so little care of .your. children, to whom ye must one 
day relinquish a11?''20 

Mr. Charles Spurgeon, for many years a preacher 
at the metropolitan tabernacle, London, England, said, 
"When home is ruled according to God's word, angels might 
be asked to stay with us, and they would not find them. 
sieves ~ut of their element." 

Strengt'1, of a. Loving Home 

There is no more stable institution in all the world than 
a home where love permeates and strengthens every rela­
tionship. I believe it to be impregnable. No undermining, 
eroding influences can prevail where such love is found. 

IS Psalms 127: 1 
19Reader's Digest Great Encyclopedic Dictionary. Reader's Digest 
20Herbert V. Prochnow.Public Speaker's Treasure Chest. N.Y. Harper 

and Bros. 1942. p. 308. 
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Mr. R. F. Horton has beautifically described the life that 
begins in a loving and Godly home thusly: 

". . . the life which starts from the sweet examples of a 
hallowed home, and all its timely chastisements and dis­
ciplines, present a most entrancing history. At first, there 
is much which is difficult to bear, much against which the 
flesh revolts. The influences of purity are cold like the 
early dawn, and as the young child's spirit shrinks and 
shivers; but with every step along the levelled road the 
light broadens and th eair becomes warmer-the dawn 
shines more and more unto the perfect day. As the char­
acter forms, as the habits become fixed, as the power of 
resistance increases, a settled strength and a lasting 
peace gladden the life. The rays of heavenly wisdom 
not only shine on the face, but suffuse the very texture 
of the being, so that the whole body is full of light. 
Eventually, it begins to appear that truth and purity, 
pity and charity, have become instinctive. Like a well­
disciplined army, they spring at once into -the ranks, 
and are ready for service even on a surprise ... " With 
daily growing gratitude and veneration does such and 
one look bark upon the early home of piety and tender­
ness."21 

Such a loving home is a bulwark against the swelling 
tide of evil and Godlessness in society. The forces which 
seemingly asily confound _and unravel the strength of civ­
ilization are helpless against a home shielded by love. In 
such a home, holiness is not a toilsome calculation but a 
natural and honorable way of life. 

If ever there could be found a place wherein to stand 
before the onslaught of evil and corruption, it is the loving 
home. We cannot trust in vast aggregations of· men and 
guns, nor police in countless number, nor law books by the 
ton, nor jailhouses and prison cells. The greatest and surest 

21R. F. Horton, quoted in The E~positor's Bible. W. Robertson Nicoll 
(Ed.), N.Y. A. C. Armstrong & Son.1903. pp. 63, 64. 
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defense of the church and civilization is in the Godly and 
loving home. Ther is no greater strength. 

CONCLUSION 

Recognize the importance of the home. 

There is no escaping the fact that our schools, our church­
es, our institutions of government, and everything we do, 
will be but a reflection of the home which we have. The 
philosopher Emerson said that tihe true test of civilization is 
not the census, nor the size of cities, nor the crops, but 
the kind of man the country turns out. 

What good can result from a thousand billion dollar 
gross national product if wealth accumulates and men de­
cay? The home is the first line of defense. It is basic and 
fundamental. As goes the home, so goes the church, the 
schools, the nation, and indeed the world. 

Determine to work to preserve the home 

We need to resolve to make sure our homes are Godly and 
loving homes. This will require the help of God and con­
stant communion with Him. Then, we need to set examples 
before others than coduce to elevating the home to a high 
and holy place in our estimate of values. Refute with rea­
son and loving teaching the falacious and terrible doctrine 
that the home needs to be abalished and the institution of 
marriage relegated to the garbage heap. 

You can help the world a great deal by striving to make 
your home a bastion or righteousness and strength in a 
society that appears hell bent to debunk everything sacred 
and holy. Let the home be a revered and pleasant memory 
rather than an unpleasant recollection of ignorance, hatred, 
neglect, and sin. ~ 
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Ask God to help you 

Let it be our sincere prayers before God that He will 
help us to reason rightly, to see clearly, and to courage­
ously set ourselves to building Godly homes. A Godly home 
without God is an impossibility. May God lead us back to the 
right in this regard. Let us pray, "0 God, thou who hast 
made an eternal home for thy children, help us to establish 
homes on earth where our loved ones may be truly set on 
the course which terminates at the heavenly mansions thou 
rhast prepared. Guard and strengthen our homes that they 
may be pure and holy. Help us to love and respect each other 
in the family and seek for each his h1ghest good. In the 
name of Jesus who left His heavenly home to make a way 
for us to have a heavenly home, we ask for these blessings 
... Amen." 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bartlett's Familiar Quotations. Centennial Edition. Boston. 
Little, Brown and Company. 1955. 

Bible. King James Version. John A Dickson Company. 1950. 
Crabb, George. Crabb's English Synonymes. New York. 

Harper and Brothers. 
Cruden, Alexander. Cruden's Complete Concordnance. New 

York. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 1959. 
Edwards, Tryn (Ed.) New Dictionary of Thoughts. U.S.A. 

Standard Book Company. 1957. 
Felleman. Hazel ( C"mpiler' . Rest LCY'•ed Poems of the A m er­

ican People. New York. Doubleday and Company. 1936. 
Great Books o,f the Western W or"ld. E.,_cyclopedia Britannica. 

Inc. University of Chicag-o. 1952. 
Hastings . .Tames (Ed.) (;reat Texts of the Bible. Old Bailey, 

Lor.don. WRverl:v Book CompaPy. 1911. 
Internreter's Bihl'!. N:>~hvi11°, Tennessee. Abingdon Press. 

J.952. 



336 FORT WORTH CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 

Nashby, A Gordon, (Ed.) Treasury of the Christian World. 
New York. Harper and Brothers. 1953. 

Nicoll, W. Robertson (Ed.) The Expositor's Bible. New 
York. Armstrong and Son. 1903. 

Partridge, Eric. Word Origins. New York. Macmillan Com­
pany. 1958. 

Prochnow, Herbert V. Public Speaker's T1·easure Chest. 
New York. Harper and Brothers. 1942. 

Pulpit Commentary. Grand Rapids, Michigan. Eerdman's 
Publishing Company. 1950. 

Reader's Digest Great Encyclopedic Dictionary. Pleasant­
ville, New York. Reader's Digest Association. 1966. 

Spurgeon's Sermons. Grand Rapids, Michigan. Zondervan 
Publishing Company. 

Vine, W. E . Expositor's Dictionery of New Testament 
Words. Westwood, New Jersey. Fleming Revell Com­
pany. 1956. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is a "home?" 
2. In what way or ways may a home be distinguished from a house? 
3. Who established the first home? 
4. Why? 
5. What is the single most important element of a home, that 

"without which not?" 
6. If not the above, what would you call the "soul" of the home? 
7. Why is the home called a "critical tra ining ground?" 
8. What action can you take to instill a sense of the true importance 

of the home? 
9. Of what relative degree of importance to civilization is the so• 

called "gross national product?" 
10. In what kind of home were you reared? 
11. What kind of home have you established? 
12. What are some of thekindred attributes of love? 
13. What vast army is steadily marching to "take over" our govern­

ment, our foreign policy, our schools and our churches? 
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14. Do you think they wtll do a better or worse job with national 
and international affairs, as these affect the home, than the gen­
eration now running ever ything? 
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1. The world of sin and unrighteousness has a drawing power 
to men. The many warnings from God assure us that we live 
in a physical world but are to belong to a spiritual world. 
a. In Matthew 16 :26 Jesus says "For what is a man profited, 

if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" 

b. I John 2 :15 "Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him." 

2. Why would we have so warned unless the world has such 
dramatic attraction upon the hearts of men? 

3. Satan challenged the Son of God with this power. Matthew 
4:8 and 9. 

-338-
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a. The devil took Jesus unto a high mount according to Luke 
4, verses 4 through 7 and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world. He said "these are mine to give to whomsoever 
I will. He specifically mentioned that the glory of this 
world was his, and the kingdoms and the power thereof. 
It seems to me more than coincidence that the model pray­
er of Matthew 6 which was given shortly after the tempta­
tion should close with a counterpart to the devil when 
Jesus answered by saying "thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen." 

b. The battle of the ages has been between the home of the 
body and the home of the soul. Man longs for one of these 
above the other. This great battle simply stated as mine, 
mine, mine; mine is the kingdom, mine is the power, mine 
is the glory. On the other hand Jesus taught us how to 
have a true value in regard to life and heaven by saying 
thine, thine, thine; thine O Father is the 'kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen." 

4. For his extravagant request the devil offered his most 
alluring prize. 

5. Jesus came to this earth in order that he might conquer. 
His message was "that the kingdoms of this earth may be­
come te kingdom of our God and His Christ and He shall 
reign forever. The devil's offering of the kingdoms of earth 
was possibly the strongest of the temptations for this would 
have shortcut the cross. 

6. Men have openly rejected Jesus for temporal values against 
eternal values. 
a The rich young ruler as a soldier of fortune started out to 

find the true meaning of life but when he encountered the 
very source of life because of his love for earthiness he 
chose not to grasp the eternal, Luke 18. 

b. Demas once devout and spiritual forsook his Lord and 
the work of Paul because he loved this present world. II 
Tim. 4 :10. (I want to show you the contrast of these 
values in order that we might appreciate more fully the 
home of the soul. 

DISCUSSION: (Contract of home o'"f body versus home of the soul) 

I. WHAT KIND OF WORLD DOES ONE REALLY HAVE IF HE 
GIVES UP GOD TO RECEIVE IT? 
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A. It is a world that promises great reward but exacts from one 
not only what they have but what they are. 
1. The best example of this is found in Eden's forbidden 

tree. It was presented by the devil to Eve on the basis of 
offering her so much yet when they ate of the forbidden 
fruit they assumed the ownership of the garden rather 
than overseership of the garden and the taste cost Adam 
and Eve everyting. The greatest tragedy of Eden was not 
the loss of the garden but the loss of God. The devil has 
not changed his tactics. In this contrast of the home of 
the body and the .home of the soul one must understand 
that the .devil does not stop with what. you have, he also 
is interested in perverting and prostituting man before 
God. 

2. Jesus Christ called the devil the father of lies from the 
beginning (John 8 :44) and people who lay their lives on 
the devil's altar must understand from the very begin­
ning that he will promise them one thing in order to give 
them something else. This may be the way you enjoy 
doing business but not me. When I tell a man something I 
want him to be able to count on it. For example, I do not 
want to deal with one individual for an automobile and go 
to pick it up and find he has substituted another. We don't 
like that kind of business. Yet, when one goes into busi­
ness with the Evil One let him expect to be promised one 
thing but to be given something else. Are you so naive as 
to think that the drunkard, dope addict, prostitute, ettc., 
were shown the final results of that r9ad of sin as they 
were lured to that sin? Certainly not, let a man be wary, 
let a man be wise. 

3. Let me make this as practical as I possibly can. Let's say 
to the number of adults in this audience that your em­
ployer entrusts you with his cash register. The devil 
comes to you in temptation as he did to Eve. Ours is 
different in the manner but no less real. The devil tempts 
you by saying you are overworked and underpaid. Your 
employer is getting rich off you; you deserve more money, 
you are making it for him and by embezzling a few dol­
lars and then later more, you are simply getting what 
you have helped to earn and with this money you can 
buy a new car, or a bigger house, or lands, or cattle, or if 
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if you have a boat, buy a bigger one. All of these pictures 
the devil paints in the minds of men. You know how he 
pays otf. The newspapers tell us about it every day. With 
a scarred mind, a guilty conscience; often a broken fam­
ily and aliented friends and unless the sin of stealing is 
forgiven, a soul that is damned as the devil himself. 

4. May I make this practical for the youth of our audience 
who live in a world of strange definitions of freedom. 
Many of our youth can hardly wait until they graduate 
from high school so they can leave home, and leave their 
Christian home which they call a prison. They want to go 
to a large city, obtain living quarters, go when they 
~ease and come home when they please, so they can live 
under the guise of "they ain't nobody goin' to tell me when 
to do nothin'." Be careful, my young friend in your quest 
for what you call freedom that you do not exchange your 
Christian home, which you call a prison, for a real one. 
Sure, the devil paints all sorts of pictures .in your mind 
of flashing city lights, of gay parties and a big time, but 
he also pays otf. • 

5. Hear the parable of the eagle. Very early one cold morn­
ing an author sat in the rocks on the edge of a great river 
as it made its way to the Niagra Falls. He noticed an 
eagle surging above and its eye caught the floating form 
of a dead bullock in the icy water. This was indeed a 
great find for that hungry old bird. He swooped down 
upon the carcass and began satisfying his insatiable 
hunger. All the time the rushing or the mighty falls was 
getting lo\tder and louder to llfm:; but he was saying to 
himself in a sense of speaking, "I am the king of all 
birds, I can fly when I please, I am the migho/ eagle," 
and just before the carcass went over the falls he un­
folded his mighty wings to fly to his freedom but his feet 
were frozen to the carcass and over the· falis he went 
to ~s destruction. 

6. Satan has no scruples about breaking his promises. Yes, 
the kind of world you get when you give up God is a 
world that promises you one thing but gives you thome­
thing else. It takes from you not only w~at you have but 
what you· are~ 

B. A world that is defiled. 
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1. Man has defiled every new world, it would seem that God 
has given him. 
a. I do not know how long Adam and Eve had lived in the 

garden of edenic paradise before they sinned and were 
expelled, but it would seem, compared to other events 
in the realm of time they were briefly until by their 
actions they chose to defile the world God had made 
for them. 

b. God looked in the earth in the days of Noah and saw 
that the thoughts of man were evil continually. Gen. 
6:5ff. And so he said .in a me.a.sure to Noah I .am~going 
to clean up . this world of evil and wickedness. As soon 
as the ark rested on the slopes of Ararat and one 
season had come and gone by which the grapes could 
give forth their vintage, one of the grievous sins of 
biblical narrative took place in the drunkeness of Noah 
and the curse upon Canan. So you can see as soon as 
God cleaned up the world a second time man defiled it. 

c. God said a third time I am going to clean up the world 
in the sense of allowing the children of Israel to cross 
the Jordan and conquer a land which flowed with milk 
and honey. You will have houses you did not build, 
cities you did not construct, vineyards you did not 
plant, winepresses you did dot dig. But the Bible tells 
us that the next generation that arose after Joshua 
knew not the Lord. Judges 1 :12ff. Is this the world 
you really want? If you give up God to have this 
the Bible teaches that it is defiled. Is this what you 
really want? 

2. This world is greatly defiled. I John 5: 19. It lies in in­
iquity. Confusion, rebellion and disobedience run rampant. 
It seems that if one would look realistically he would not 
want this world if he had an alternative. 

C. This world is rapidly passing away. 

1. Have you walked on a sandy beach only to take a handful 
of dry sand and clutch it in your fist? The more tightly 
one closes on the the sand, the more it runs through his 
fingers, so it is with our lives and time. The more tena­
ciously one clings to this life the more it runs through 
his fingers, only one day to open his band and it is gone. 

8. For each one of us that is indisputable true. In Job 7 



"THE HOME OF THE SOUL" 843 

verse 6 "my days are swifter than a weav~r•s shuttle." 
3. James 4:4 "Friendship of this world is enmity with God." 

II. THE HOME OF THE SOUL IS THE GREATEST OF ALL RE­
WARDS 

A. The Christian looks to this habitation that is certain. 
1. The Bible tells us that this reward is reserved - reserved 

in heaven for you. God does not make promises he is not 
able to keep. Titus 1 :2. Those who believe on the Lord 
shall not be confused or disappointed at the end of the 
day. 

2. Many have expected to be remembered in earth by rel­
atives or friends but when the will was probated they 
were left out. But not so with the Christian inheritance. 
Each who is an heir of God and serves the Lord faith­
fully, by his grace will have his name at the banquet table 
in heaven. 

B. The home of the soul is undefiled. 
1. Have you ever heard it said in regard to some dear 

Christian friend, oh, if the whole world were like this 
one? 

2. There is a world like that. II Peter 3: 13; Isaiah 36 :8. 

C. The home of the soul is a reward which will not pass away. 
1. Houses are constructed in this life with strong foundations 

and yet we know someday that foundation will decay and 
fall away. You ladies spend much money at this season 
of the year in planting beautiful flowers which grace the 
earth for which I personally am grateful, but you know 
the day you plant them and the day they bloom, that day 
shall wither and fade. If we care with such diligence for 
the things which in this life fade away, how much more 
concerned should we be about that eternal r eward, 
that home of the soud where the pain of parting is no 
more. 

2. Heaven will not fade away. No enemy will storm the 
gates of heaven to put its inhabitants to the sword. 

3. No di908se will ever enter that city to ravage or destroy. 
4. Time will not more deeply furrow the brow of the beloved 

ones who live with the Lord. 
5. The walls and the gates will never crumble. I want to go 

there more than anything in the world. Don't you? 
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CONCLUSION 

1. Forever your soul is going to live. 
2. Forever you are going to be yourself, yea, and through all 

et.ernity. 
3. Forever you are going to remember. 
4. You are going to keep the house for yourself somewhere. 
5. Forever you are going to enjoy or suffer the destiny that 

you choose for yourself while you are in this life. Though 
many men are lost every man may be saved. 

6. It is the power of the wondrous cross that Jesus enables us 
to have a clear vision to distinguish between the home that is 
earthly and the home that is heavenly. If you almost get 
ome tonight you just never make it. If you almost enjoy the 
home of the soul you do not. I am reminded of the words of 
Newton who wrot.e : 

I saw one hanging on a tree, 
in agony and blood, 

He turned his loving eyes to me, 
as neath his cross I stood. 

A second look to me he gave, 
which said I freely all forgive, 

This blood, my blood, 
is for thy ransom paid 

I have died that thou mightst live. 
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Brother Hodge began preaching in Abi­
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He received the B.A. Degree from Abi­
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