


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(7) II Timothy 3: 16-17. It is through the inspired word that the 
Spirit influences the hearts of people today. 

(8) Acts 2: 37, 40, 41. The 3000 in Acts 2 heard, received and 
obeyed the spoken word, not a supposed feeling directly generated 
by the Holy Spirit. 

As Roger E. Dixon states in his article "Direct Operation of the 
Holy Spirit": 

Feeling has become the guide with so many people in religion. 
The word of God has taken second place. When feeling has 
become the guide in personal religious matters, that person 
usually is headed in the wrong direction. 0 

The Spirit says come through the gospel. The Spirit does not 
work directly upon the human mind. 

V. IT IS MAN WHO HAS TO DO THE COMING 

God has not changed. God did not fall. Man fell in accordance 
with the story of the creation and fall of man as recorded in Genesis. 
Man must, therefore, return to God. 

Peter preached to men and women. Three thousand came on 
Pentecost. 

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about 3000 souls (Acts 
2: 41 ) .  

When Phillip preached to the eunuch, the eunuch turned and came 
to Christ. The conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch, as :rec6rded in 
Acts 8, is a, model of conversion in the New Testament. 

VI. MAN WILL BE BENEFITED BY HIS COMING 

One of the very greatest passages in the Bible to me is found in 
Matthew 25, where Jesus says: 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world (Matt. 25: 34) . 

There is no inheritance like this 1 During your lifetime on earth, 
you may inherit a great farm, many securities or stocks, a great 
treasure from a bank, or a beautiful home ; but let me tell you, the 
grandest time of all will be when we hear that we are receiving 
this inheritance from God. 

Forgiveness of sins is tremendous ! I remember when my father 
walked down the aisle after I started preaching and told me as I 
stood at the end of that aisle, "I want to be a Christian." Grown 
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people who had known my father for a lifetime were brought to 
tears. Why? He was coming to Christ and coming back to God. 
As a sinner, he was to be forgiven of his sins. He was baptized 
into Christ according to Mark 16: 15-16. The sins of all his past 
life were wiped away. It was a moment of rejoicing. 

Think of the meaning of hope in the mind of the Christian. Think 
of the power of the Christian being able to pray to God through 
the advocate Jesus Christ. (I John 2: 1) These are some of the great 
benefits received when a person comes to God. 

VIT. MAN CAN REFUSE TO COME, 

BUT THINK OF THE CONSEQUENCES 

Let me give you four passages which mean a great deal to me. 
During the time that I have been a gospel preacher, I have em­
phasized these passages and tried to make people think. Almighty 
God knows best of all what hell will be like. It is the loving Father 
who knows especially well what sin can do on earth and what it 
can do in eternity. Eternity is a long time. Eternity has no end. 
Think what it means to be lost for eternity. 

( 1 )  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal (Matt. 25: 46) . 

(2) But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death (Rev. 21: 8) . 

(3) In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (II Thess. 1 :  8) . 

( 4) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night ; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up ( II Peter 3 :  10) . 

CONCLUSION 

If the president of the United States should extend to you a 
written invitation to come to a state dinner at the White House, it 
would be exciting ; and it would be sad for the invitation just to 
be slighted. Jesus Christ has given the invitation to be saved. 
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Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light (Matt. 11: 
28-30) .  

Think how tragic it will be for human beings to become so in­
volved in the affairs on this earth that they slight the invitation of 
Jesus and pay no attention to it. Think how tragic it will be if 
they just keep going as if it had not been given ! Jesus says, "Come !" 
There is no such invitation like this in the Bible from the devil. 
Why do so many people want to go to a place to which they are 
not invited? 

FOOTNOTES 
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