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"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my deparbture is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the falth:
Henceforth there 1s laid up for me a crown of righteousness, vhish the Lord, the
righteous Jjudge, ﬁmﬁwmaﬁmm end not to e only, but unto all them
also thet love his appearing.” (I Tim. L:6.8)

Thus wrobe the peerless Paul toward the cloge of his life, He wes in a Roman
prison with the sentence of death hanging over his hesd. He was slone without a
friend to comfort him. The course of his life was goon to teryminabe., The fubure
seemed hopeless snd he wos resigned to death, Yeb im his lest days he was not given
to pesginien, dissppolntment, and disillusiopment as are so many vho have come Lo
then end. Rather, he spproached the end in tyiwmmh, with joy, conlidence, and
supreme resignsiion., To most people, old age ls the time of bltterness and disep-
pointment. ot so with Panl. It was his hour of suprewms trivaph: his hour of
greatest joyv. Though in prison, with dsath awvelbing him, with not & friend Lo stend
by him, with none of the comforts of 1ife to sustain hinm, vet he was hepoy and con-
fident as he walted hls departure. We could say, "T aw nov ready to be offered.”
Vhat comfort this! VWhat sseursnce! How precious and sweebt to one who has labored
so long and falthfully for his Master! Can we say timt we are "nov ready’ to die?
I? denth came to us todsy, could we truthfully say, "we are nov ready” to go?

Vould we hove the sewe comfort and hope in death? Vould we be 28 certain of the
erown a8 ves Paul? Ve must become Christlans and faithfully live that life unto the
end to hewe this sssurence, I we ave Christisns but we are cold, indifferent,
careless and lukewarn we are not ready for desth, nor can we have this assurance.

¥e must live as Paul lived to be sure of the crowm.

I. ¥Vhen facing death, Paul locked back over his past. He saw his vhole life
spread out, as 1t were, before him. He calwly and truthfully viewed his pest and
gaid, "I have fought a good Pight.” His life had been a consbant fight, Hs was &
good soldier. He enduved hardmess (II Tim. 2:3), he faced dengers and sacrificed
mﬁhﬁftr hig Mester. Peaul was ever o fighter. He knevw not the meaning of cowerdice,
compromise or retrest. He alvays stood for what was right. It wasn't slweys the
popular '%;hing t0o do but he 414 it and trusted God for the conseguenced. He dared
to face s frowvning world apd suffer a::éi die rether then to yvenounce his conviction
or mﬁ@mmma one prineiple. He was a men-plesger. He tried alvays to please

{Cal. 1:10). How much we need tiam; seme spirit of szerifice today. How
nmc%a we need Paul's coursge and willingness to suffer for Christ's sske! How we,
as Christisns, need his pasiionste devotion to God. If we would trium »& es be did,
we mast be good soldiers and always "Pight the good fight of faith” and "lay held
on eternal life.” (I Tim. 6:12).

II. He saw too that he had run his rece: "I have finished my course.” He him-
self taught thst the Christien life was like a race. (I Cor. 9:24-27; Heb, 12:1.2).
He not only stzrted byt he finished the rsce! This is vwhalt counts. So neny start
out in God's service who fell by the wayside, 8o many are lost forever because
they do not ":E‘Msh thelr course”. In running this great race we must train our-
geives (I Cor. 9:25): we must exercise much self-control; we must lay aside every
wigir%; hindrence); every besebbing sin; and use much patience; ever ”Emkizzg fnto
Jesus”. {Hsb. 12:1-2). If we keep cur eyes on Him, our hesyrt in Wis work, apd our
minds on things sbove (Col. 3:1-2), we will finish the race. Vimn Peter looked to
Jesus he could walk on the water, ’but when he took his eves off the Master he be-
gan to sink. So it is with us when we ‘turn our gaze from ths lovely Christ to the




2.

aly things We lose gight of the gosl and faill to resch 1t. Paul
amzl& say, “‘X 1"&&% finlehed my course”. Cen we say this? If death were Lo come to
ug this day, could we truthfully say, "We have finished our course?”

IITI. He saw that his life had been a trust: "I heve kept the faith.,” He, as &
good steward, had hkept and faithfully used, what God had given unto his hands. He
had never mis-uged his time, talent; money or opportunities. He wes truve to the
vept thet wos In him. He was true to the God that hed so ghighly honored him. He
had kept "the foith”. He had never departed from the faith (I Tim. %4:1); he had
ever shipwrecked it (I Tim. 1: 19); he had never cast off the faith (I Tm. 5:12);
nor hsd he ever overthrown the faith of others (II ’Ti;‘im 2:17-18). He had been
sound in doctrine and purve in life. VWhet o testimonyl He m presched the Palth;
he had defended the falth sgelinst all false teachers and hed ever stood ready to
defend it (Phil. 1:17); and nov "that feith” was his mmm in é@&t&. We cennot
die in "the faith" if we do not accept it and live by it. Sox suppose thet they
can reject the gospel and then dle in the vlchrness of ite mmgmﬁi Hub ve dle a8
we hove lived. We camnot live Tfor Siben ond dile in the Lord. Hoy can we live for
Christ and go to hell. I we, then, live sccording to "the faith"”, we can dle with

its rich propises.

A Hope ~"There is laid up for me o crown of rightecusvess”. This had been the
hope of his life. It was pow his hope in desth. Blessed hope! There wes no une
certainty shout 1t. "There is" 2 crown. Paul "kmevw" that if his esxthly tsbernecle
were dissolved he hed a heavenly home (IT Cor. 5:1). So many Christians rob them-
gelves of much Joy by constently doubting thelyr ultimeabte salvation. Of course, we
Christiens cen lose our salvation (I Cor. 10:12); but if we are living right, ss
was Paul, we pmey koow Tor cerbain that hesven will be ours. We can, vhen on our
deathbed, say, "There is a crown laid up for me.” Is there, or can there be, any-
thing more conforiing end resssuring than this? Vhen we come to the end of the
vey, what will wealth, power, prestige, prominence, fame and the glories of this
world mesn? They will all be left behind. They cannot comfort, they cannot bring
hope. They yeceds, they lose their allure, they are shackles Lo those in the throes
of mu death!

"How vein is all beneath the skies,

How transient every earthly bliss;

How slender sll the fondest tles,

That bind us to & world like this!”
But how much it means to be able to say, "I have fought the good fight, I have fin-
ished my course, I have kept the feith.” If we have lived in this way, why should
we fesr to die? Cen we not, like Paul, e bhappy in our last days? Cen we not ap-
proach the grave "as one vwho wraps the drspery of his oouch sbout him and lies down
to pleasant dresms”, supremely confident that death will not be a tragedy byt a
glorious experience? That it will not be the River of Death but the River of Life?
That death will release our splribs so that we mey go home and be with God? May God
help us all, like Paul, to so live that wve muy have this sssurence in death. That
it mey truly be said of us vhen we deport this life,

"Servent of God, well done!

Thy glorious wexfare's past;

The babbles fought; the race is run

And thou art crowned at last.”







