LESSON ON VALID BAPTISM

I. Introduction. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
The Jjust shall live by faith." Rom. 1:16,17.

A. "If eny man speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God." I Pet. 4:11.
The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. The is a definite
article, denoting only one. The word, 03p5}, comes from a Greek

7 word that means God's speech at God—has DYings /:ﬁf£%>’
<iz:> us to the good news of a means by which we may be saved. ;
It is made up of facts to be believed; commands to be obeyed and
promises to be enjoyed. The facts of the gospel are: the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus. I Cor. 15:1-10. The commands of

the gospel are baptism ig'gﬁlg_g&mgof the Lord (Mk. 16:15,76) an
dssembling in tThe name of e Lord. Heb. 10:25. The promige is

eternal life. I John 2:25, Rom. 6:22,23, Acts 20:32.

B. "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have a
right to the tree of life, and enter in through the gates to the
city." Rev. 22:14. "All of God's commandments are righteousness."
Psalms 119:172. They are made known in the gospel. Rom. 1:16,17.

t doeth righteousness is born of him." I John 2:29,

7/, "Every one
/Lkwag "Except a(man'is born again, he can neither see nor enter the

kingdom of God." John 3:5. "He that doeth righteousness is
righteous." I John 3:7. "God is no respector of persons: But in
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him." Acts 10:34,35.

To work righteousness then, is to obey the commands of the gospel.
“"Jesus will be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." II Thess. 1:8,9.

To obey the gospel is to obey commands. The commands of the gospel
are as stated above. ~

II. What is Baptism?

ke God will not accept an offering unless it has been sanctified or set

QED apart by the Holy Spirit. Rom. 15,16. In order to know what the
Holy Spirit has set apart, we have to read this side of the coming
of the Holy Spirit to guide the executors of His will into all truth,
and to bring to their minds all things that Jesus had taught them.

B. Paul said that baptism is a burial. Rom. 6:4. A burial means put
out of sight. Gen. 23:4. In Acts 8:37-40, God gives an example of
how we are baptized by the Spirit into one body and God tells us that
it is water baptism, and only by immersion can one be buried out of
sight. So immersion in water is baptism that Peter said saves us.

Q:§;> C. Paul is our pattern.” I Tim. 1:16. Paul practiced having his sins
" washed away in baptism. Acts 22:16. Therefore Paul preached that
' one's sins are washed away in baptism. Tit. 3:5.




D.

B.

"One Lord, one faith, one baptism." Eph. L:5. Baptism saves us now,
as likened to the eight souls saved by water in the days of Noah.

T Pet. 3:20,21. We are baptized into Christ. Gal. 3:97. To be
baptized in Lhe name of Lhe Lord, une muzL have lieard the gospel
preached (Rom. 10:14), believed the preaching, repented, confessed
with his mouth the Lord Jesus, and baptized for the remission of

sins (Acts 2:38). Then God puts his name in the book of Life as a
believer (Phil. 4:3, Rev.); as a child of God (Gal. 3:26,27); as born
again (I Pet. 1:23); as saved by faith (Gal. 3:25,26); saved by grace
(Zph. 2:5,8, Rom. 6:14); as called, as converted (Acts 3:19); as
disciples (Matt. 28:19-20).

"God added to the church daily suc , ould be saved.” Acts 2:L7.
But Jesus said, "he that believes (the gospei)&nu is baptized should
be saved." Mk. 16:16., So when the man of Acts 8:27 believed the things
that Philip preached, and was baptized, God added him to the church

and added him to the right church.

Faith changes the heart, repentence changes the life, and baptism

the state. We are baptized into Christ. Gal. 3:27. To be in Christ
is to be in his holy body which is the church. Col. 1:18.

Whys of Baptism.
Why is Baptism necessary?

Baptism is a command. Mk. 16:16. Acts 10:.48.

Through baptism we get into Christ. Gal. 3:27.

Without baptism we cannot enter God's kingdom. John 3:3-10.

We are baptized for the remission of sins. Acts 2:38. Acts 22:16.
We receive the Holy Ghost through baptism. Acts 2:38. Acts 19:1-5,
Bantism saves us. I Pet. 3:20,21.

We are saved by the washing of regeneration. Tit. 1:5.

*« o e
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Why teach Baptism for Salvation? (see insert next page)

1. It was:
a. Authorized by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

b. Commanded by Christ.

c. Practiced by Apostles.
2. Baptism was practiced in every conversion.
3. Baptism saves through Christ.
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IV,

V.

Where is one to be baptized?

A,

How

B.

C.

In water.

1. To presch Jesus is Lo presch the Word. John 1.
"This is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you."
I Pet. 1:25. When Philip preached Jesus to the man of

2.
3.

Le

Ethiopia, he preached that ene must be baptized in water, for

when the Eunuch believed what Philip preached about Jesus, he

said, "See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized?”
+o+."and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the
Eunuch; and he baptized him." Acts 8:35-39.

"Except 2 man be born of water..."” John 3:5.

"And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of

the water..." Matt. 3:16.

"And John also was baptizing in Enon near to Salem, because there
was much water there; and they came, and were baptized." John 3:23.

are we baptized?

Buried.

1.
2.

3.

"Buried with him in baptism..." Col. 2:12.

Baptism is a form of the death, burial, and ressurection of
Jesus. Rom. 6:3-6. (Also see B. under Part II)

Baptism is by the Spirit. I Cor. 12:13,

Into Christ.

1-
2.
3.
L.
5.

Hear. Rom. 10:17.

Belief is unto. Rom. 10:10.

Repentance is unto. Acts 11:18.

Confession is unto. Rom. 10:10.

Baptism is into. Gal. 3:27 (read vs. 22-29).

Valid baptism.

1.

"God is one." Gal., 3:20. Two people may disagree religiously and

beth be wrong, but they cannot differ religiously and beth be right.

So to settle the question in God's way, we will put the statement

of Jesus in Mark 16:15,16 together with Acts 8:12. "Go ye into all

the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be-

lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not

the gospel shall be damned," He was talking to the eleven apestles.
Mk. 16:14. He told them to tarry in the city of Jerusalem until

they be endued with power from en high. Luke 24:49. They weuld

after the Holy Ghest came upen them which would make them qualified
witnesses. Acts 1:8., This promise was fulfilled cn the day of the Aé
Pentecost. Acts 2. Philip w of the eleven to whom Jesus gave (=
the great commission. Acts 1:13. They began 10 carry out the great
commission of Mark 16:15 immediately after the Hely Ghost came

upen them. Acts 2:38. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and preached Christ unto them. "When they believed Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,




Ch

they were baptized, both_m &V and womenCL”Acts 8:12. Likewise,
when Philip preached Jesus to those of Samaria he had to tell
them that the commission was to only men and women being bap-
tized. Those people of Samaria heard and believed what Philip
sald about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesu:.

I Cor. 15:1-10 and John 3:16.

Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts 8:35. He
had to say something about baptism being done in water or the
Eunuch would not have said '"tee here is water. What doth hinder
me to be baptized.”

2. The one that has been baptized in the name of the Lord has heard
the Gospel, repented, and confessed with his meuth the Lord Jesus,
and has been immersed in water for the remission of sins.

Rom. 10:6-18, Acts 2:38, Mark 16:15.

VI. The When and Who of Baptism.

The idea that because Jesus said at the age of twelve that He must
be about His father's business, does not mean that children sheould or
could be baptized at that age. Jesus returned heme with His parents and

. was subject unto them, and we hear no more of Him until He was baptized
(5;) of John at the age of thirty.—God commanded Jews to be baptized of John.
Jesus was a Jew. He was an Israelite inwhom was no guile; but he said
to Jehn, "Go ahead (suffer it to be so) and baptize me to fulfiil all
righteousness."” Matt. 3:14,15.

"Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." Rem. 12:2.
Proof is established in the mouth of two or three witnesses, said Jjesus
and Paul.

When Jesus said, "Preach the gospel to every creature,”" one is con-
fronted with many different kinds of creatures: but when Philip preached
the gospel to the people of Samaria, the Holy Spirit set apart men and

women of every nation. Acts. 8:12.
_Acts 5:1L says that believers were the more added to the Lord,

(:;é:, “ multitudés both of men and women. Men and women are not children.
Q;(Jj}% The new testament teaches that there is a difference between a man
©/===— and a child, but it does not teach what the difference is;, so in order to

- obey the command to speak only as the oracles speak, we have to learn
what the Holy Spirit sanctified in this case.

A child is a minor and subjJect to the law of his parents until he
becomes of age that frees him from that law. God's law to children is to
obey their parents. Eph. 6:1. We can not learn in the New Testament when
God calls a child a man, Ve do learn there is a difference. Paul said,
"In malice be children, but in understanding be men." 1 Cor. 14:20.

I Cor. 13:11. We learn in I Cor. 10 that the children of Israel while in
the wilderness were our examples and ensamples. They were God's peeple
walking by sight. We are Ged's children walking by faith. The Holy Spirit
said by Paul that the things written beforehand were written for our learn-
ing. Rem. 15:4. He also sald it was given by the inspiration of God and
is prefitable for doctrine and instruction in righteousness.

Here we need some instruction in righteousness that the New Testament
does not give, viz; the age set apart by the Holy Spirit for one to become

a citizen of Heaven's government by being baptized into Christ. We learn
in their history that God freed them frem the law ?%Z?bglr parents at L4é Q%
oom S/

W ﬁ%dﬁgl«)@{),




tWPnty yuar@ of age and up, and made them responslble to Him &t that
age. Num. 1. (See also Num. 14:29, 206:2, 32:11)
God has not changed,men have neot chanhAc, so the Holy Upirit made

C:i no change.  Is simply saeid, "wen and women." lLﬁ?
lfow can they believe on Him whow Lhey have nol hesrd(liom. iu:ly) //‘\\fé70
.\ and how can they hear without a preacher? (Can an infant hear, or under-

( agz stand?) Philip was the preacher, and the )eople of—~Samarid heerd him say

men and women. Whoever adds children to the gospel, perverts ii and
perverted gospel is no gospel at all. Gal. 1:8 states that Heaven's curse
is upon any man or any angel from heaven that does such a wicked thing.

If our baptism is not scriptural, then we have not been "born again® and
can not see (understand) nor enter his kingdom. They will be the ones
Jesus was talking about when He said, "In that day MANY would say, Lord
did we not prophesy in thy name' and He will profess that He nsver knew
them, because they have not been delivered from the power of darkness and
translated into the kingdom of Ged's dear Lon. Jesus further sitates that
whaetsoever is not of faith is sin.

Jesus said, "He that believes the gospel and 1s baptized shall be
saved." Since there is only one gospel of our salvation and it says men
and women, it cannot be truthfully said that a man believes the gospel
whe will baptize a child. Why not earnestly contend for the faith? Jude 1:3.

Seme use 1 John 2 to prove that little children should be baptized. ‘yggi
Jesus sald that except a man is converted and become as a little child he éif;>/////

clfinot enter the kingdom. Mk. 10:14. He only considers the converted man
a:EEIiEiEFT"’XZZ§K§?§§T~ He said that whoscever offends one ol Lhese
little ones that believes in me it were better for him that a millstone
be tied around him and he be cast into the sea. When he said little
ones, he was not talking about one of those little Jewish children, but
the new born babes of 1lst Peter,
If only one is a Christian, the children are saved until they
‘ become of age, quggz::z%%;z:if, they obey God by being obedient to their
S fp_;ents. God t aul instructs children in iph. 6:1. Children
oo would only be disobedient, not sinners. He speaks to parents in Eph. 6:/4.
/;Z” If parents would obey the command to bring their children up in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord until they are twenty, they could then step
out in the strength of their manhood or womanhood and obey from an under-

? standing heart the form of doctrine that was delivered by the inspired
ﬁ)fJ ; executors of the last w1ll and testament of our Lord and savior, Jesus
S .

JChrist.
[
:S . A. "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God..." I Pet, 4:11.
) ".seno prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation."

B.
X, IO';L\,}") IT Pet. 1:20.

o~ VII. Conclusion.

C. "Blessed are they that do his commandments..." Rev. 22:14.

D. "...whatsoever is not of faith is sin." Rom. 14:23.

E. We are not to add or take away from God's word. Gal. 1:8, Rev. 22,

F. "if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and
the sinner appear?'" 1 Pet. 4:18.

G. "...let God be true"™ HRom 3:4.




51\> STUDY OF THE AGE OF ONE WHO CAN BE BAPTIZED

We wowld like to consider some general thoughts before we review
your "Lesson On Valid Baptism."
4. We find the study of the Greek words that are translated
man does not reveal an age.

1. Anthropos: Generally, of a human being, male or fe
male, without reference to sex or nationality.

2. Aner: Never used of the female sex; it stands (a) in
distinction from a woman; (b) as distinct from a boy or
infant.

3, Tis: Some one, a certain one, is rendered "A man."

B. The primiary Greek word for woman is Gune: A woman un-
married or married. It does not contain an age reference.

1. In light of this we need to consider Titus 2:4: '"that
they may train the young women to love their husbands, X
to love their children...."

a. Could and did young men and women marry before the
age of twenty in the 0ld and New Testament?

b. No restriction is pronounced in the Bible with
regard to age. Yet we know that early marriage is
spoken of with approval in several passages such
as Proverbs 5:18: "Let thy fountain be blessed,
And rejoice in the wife of thy youth." Another
such passage is Isaiah 62:5: "For as young man
marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee:
and as the bridgegroom rejoiceth over the bride,

4 so shall thy God rejoice over thee."

€. #fxexr In the period after the exile the proper age for mar-
riage is fixed in the Mishna (Writtings of the Rabbis) at
eighteen (Aboth, V.31) and though, for the sake of pre-
serving morality, puberty was regarded as the desireble
age, yet men generally married when they were sevemteen
(Jebamoth, 62; Kiddushin, 20). The Talmudists forbade m
marriage in the case of a man under thirteen years and a
day, and in the case of a woman under twelve years and a
day.
&. In the post-exilian period, as long as the children
;.. were minors--which in the case of a son was up to



% 16 subject to their parents. Also we know that couple® do get
{

thirteen, and a daughter to twelee years of age---the
parents could betroth them to any one they chose; but
when they became of age their consent was required

(Maimonides, Hitchoth Ishuth, III:11-12 as quoted in

McClintock & Strong"s Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological,

and Ecclesiastical Literature.)
We know that once a couple was married they were no longer

married today before they are twenmty years of age.
e, M{ (e"'{ (fetn (oo ¢ ,/4“*!@ Aren
As we continue to consider our é;neral thoughts, we see
several problems involving civil law.such as the following:
1. An eighteen year o0ld with a believing parent would not
be accountable for thé sin of disobedience to civil
law - but an eighteen year o0ld without such would be!

Problems arise when we assign a different set of spiritual
rules to 18 year old people based on whether or not they
have at least one parent who believes.

4. Civil Law: An 18 year old with a believing parent
would not be accountable for the sin of disobedience
to civil law while an 18 year old without such would
be.

2. An 18 year old mind is capable of mature reasoning, but,
like any human mind of any age, does not possess divine
wisdom.
a. Therefore, he hears the Gospel and asks, "What must

I do?" A believing parent answers, "You are saved
because I am saved?"

3. How can he be sure his parent is saved? What if the
child thought his parent was saved and he was not?
Would the child still be lost if he died before he was

twenty? . /Kkgx

nyL LGl

a. If we accepted this proposed doctrlne, there would
be several teenagers at Colleyville that would be
uncertain as to their condition because of the
parent's life.
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I. With thése general remarks having been consider, let us now
discuss some xpizifix specific points in your "Lesson on

Valid Baptism." aﬂw%$wéﬁﬁﬁ fm¢{ Vo

A.

L '““{3« ;ZL;: (Ce" £ o
A e

Page No. 1, I-B: The Greek word translated man in John
3:5 is TIS and it is an indef. pron, a certain one, some

one. It does not refer to male or female nor age.

Page No. 1, II-C: Paul is not our pattern. I Timothy
1:16 teaches he is our example. Please note I Timothy
4:12: "Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
example to them that believe, in word, in manner of life
in love, in faith, in purity." The New Testament teaches
fhat all Christians must be examples.

Jesus Christ is our Pattern: John 14:6; Acts 4:12;
ExTxmyxxtxt® I Peter 2:21.

. When we read Acts 21: égé,wﬂfsee that”ﬁéul was

guilty of keepigg/’hgfiaw of Moses eggn/%hough he

taught it nailed to the. cross aﬂd taken out of
the way< ;s/zcts 21: 17 26 an/gxample for Christians
today?

2. In I Timothy 1:16 Paul is stating that God is showin g
through him His great ability to save even the chief
of sinners. QI Cor.11:1. "Be ye imitators of me,
even as I also am of Christ. |

Page No. 5, V-C-1: The Philip of Acts 8 is not the
Philip of Acts 1:13. He was not an apostle'because
Peter and John had to come from Jerusalem to impart the
Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of an apostle.
Page No. 6, VI-lst paragraph: Was Jesus subject to His
parents until He was 30 years of age or until He was 207

Page No. 6, VI last paragraph: You cannot go to the 01d
Testament for mmy part of the old law.for it has been .
nailed to the cross and taken out of the way. Gal,5:4-5§
Gal.3:11, 24-25., Col.2:14-18, II Cor.3: 6—1§”XN@NW\MMWWM,
1. James 2:10 tells us if we take one point of the 1aw/
we must take and keep the entire law. ~ww”
Please consider again Num.14:29; 26:2; 32:11. They d&R
not prove that they were subject to their parents only? j
that this was the age which God set for entering into

the promise land.- ﬁ\Bemember they were borqad,into the,&

e
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With thése general remarks having been consideré@let,us now
discuss some spxExfir specific p01nts in your YLesson on

Valid Baptism." 7he fg42u¢w¢,¢ wir  vefiy to gace cokele
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Page No. 1, The G%ﬂQﬁ‘word translatéd man in John ‘
3:5 1is TIS and it is an indef. pron, a certain one, some

one. It does not refer to male or female nor age.

Page No. 1, II-C: Paul is not our pattern. I Timothy
1:16 teaches he is our example. Please note I Timothy
4:12: "Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
example to them that believe, in word, in manner of life
in love, in faith, in purity." The New Testament teaches
fhat all Christians must be examples.

Jesus Christ is our Pattern: John 14:6; Acts 4:12;
IxTxmyxtxke I Peter 2:21.

1. Wh\h\wg\rea& Acts 21:17-26

'taught it wes haired(tO\the CTQﬁS a”d*“aken>6ut\of\\

the way Is” Acts .T? 267 an exampleffo' Chriseians
toaa{\ ) :

2. In I Timothy 1:16 Paul is stating that God is showin g
through him His great ability to save even the chief
of sinners. I Cor.11:1. "Be ye imitators of me,

even as I also am of Christ.

Page No. 5, V-C-1: The Philip of Acts 8 is not the
Philip of Acts 1:13. He was not an apostle because
Peter and John had to come from Jerusalem to impart the
Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of an apostle.

Page No. 6, VItlst paragraph: Was Jesus subject to His
parents until He was 30 years of age or until He was 207

Page No. 6, VIjlast paragraph: You cannot go to the 01d
Testament for mmy part of the old law.for it has been
nailed to the cross and taken out of the way. Gal.5:4
Gal.3:11, 24-25. Col.2:14-18, II Cor.3:6-18. ‘

1. James 2:10 tells us if we take one point of the law

we must take and keep the entire law.

Please consider again Num.14:29; 26:2; 32:11. They do
not prove that they were subject to their parents only

that this was the age which God set for entering into

dbhma vmrramd an el DovnmmbAasn d+lhmer cro ~ hAarmead dwnmda



II.

m FAMILY of God when they were borned into this world. )

- - e

G. Page No. 7, an paragraph & do not believe in infant
baptism. Can a 15-19 year hear, understand and obeyxX
the Gospel? The New Testament teaches they tan.

1. Please show the 0ld or New Testament scripture that
teaches that a child is not accountable to God until
they are 20 years of age.

H. EagexMNpfx¥x Page No. 7: 5th paragraph: I Cor.7:14:
"For the unbelieving husband is dandtified in the wife,' e
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified‘Lﬁw$hew&rether*'RJWQM
else were your children unclean: but now are they holy."
1. Is the unbelieving husband or wife "Sanctified" as
are the children? If the children are saved from
sin, which is a part of the meaning of sanctification,
thenf the unbelieving partner would also be saved
without obedience to the Gospel.

I. Can a 15 or 16 year old willfully disobey God (knowing
he is) and not sin? I John 3:4. Does God have a double
standard?

Closing points to be considered:

A. Ezekiel 18:4, 20-24 and Matthew 25:1-10 both teach that
we are individually accountable to God. According-to (v xf
your conviction# the parent is the child's saviour when
he sins until he is 20 years of age.

B. Some 0ld Testament thoughts on the word Children:

1. Job 8:4 If thy children have sinned against Him, and
He delivered them imm% into the hand of their
transgression.

2. Gen.17:10-12, 14 and passages in Lev. covering the
law of circumcision show covenant relationship with
God on the eight day.

3. Deut. 24:16: The fathers shall not be put to death
for the children, neither shall the children be put
to death for the fathers: every man shall be put tol
death for his own sin.



4/

Ezekiel 20:18-21
Danj1:17 show that there is a difference between
children, youth and manhood.
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